
1YI1~. :C om:t{'l' u;os, F.S. ., lws just completed ' 'l'ho Buc"lcinghEtmsllil· Miscellany,»* his last · ntl·1bution b h history, topography, an<.l n1·cbroology of the counl;y. 'l'1te und01:taking could only have been accomplished by on.e wl1o had familiari ed himself with the best authorities on subjects nssociatecl with tho locality as wide as they are interest.in g-. The Miscellany does not profess to do more than to give concise xtracts from the writings of those who have made Buokinghamshire more or· less their stuJy iu. connection with those branches of knowledge we lu~vo indicated. These extt·aots, howover, a1·e of this iroportnuce, that they b1·ing b ~ r tlte t·eu.dm· facts whi.ch it would havo been difficnlt bo have ascertained without, probttbly, laborious l'CS arch, rmd they qu.ioken tho desire for furthel' invcstig~-..tion. Without; enumerating the 1ivillg authoTs from whose works e, tracts hu.ve be n mnde, although it snoald be rema)'kecl thai; Mr. Gibbs h as himself contribute valuable articles to hiA hook, it will be ~ufficie·nt evidence of the wiJn range of the subjects introduct~d to rofur to somo of tlte 
au~hot·s wl.Jos volumes have b en c nsultfld. Leland, Camden, Dugdale, Lysous, and ll1·owue Willis rwe a.m ng the authorities from whorn quotations are giv n, whilst among the wr·ite;r of local reputation we have contributions from 
]~o.ngley, Lip comb, LordNngen ·, clmir(kl Smyth, and the Rev. W. Hastings Ke1ke. It will bhus be seen thn. 111:r. ibbs has t4e merit of collectiug together articles from the works of those who have been. best t1.1XJnn.inte with Buckinghamshlre, wheth r as historil.lJla or at•chooolo~ists . It wonld be difficult in a b1>ief notico of tho JY11soellany to select from so vDrie<l a colloction of papers those 

* "The Bnck:inghamsllil' Mis cell:tny," [1, series of conci:o;c and interesting a;rLicle$, illusb:utive of the history, topography, ;mel arohooology of the cot1nty of Bt1okingltnmshiro. 0 1npilcLl aml edited by Robert Gibbs, F.S.A. Aylesbury, I IJl. 
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which would cluim special notice. The nn.mos of tho g n bry of tho c uuliy returned by the Commissioners in tho twelfth yeal' of Henry YL will proba.b ly afford the 
mos ~ genuine intc;n:eah to t hose who Catl claim Buckingham shu·e as the home of thci ·ancestors, and who still roLain their a-ssociation with tho county. But tho article on tho "J•'amilies antl Hentl(1ry of' 13nckinghamr:>hil·o," by D1·. F. Q, Lee, witb. the list of urmorifl,l bearings, collected by the author, gives importa-nt informution, and, incl ed, contains an orig inal oompilu.tion of much value, which it would have b een a,n omiss:ion n t ·to have noticed. 'rhe author in a note tclb tb0 roru] cr thus gracefully that the paper was specially prepared and o:fl'ored as u a small aclrnow] dgment of tho ~:~ervices to arcluno logy and antictn:itiea, boLh li terary 1).1Hl practical, wLich 1 a.vo long b en renuered bo the county by the compiler and eclitot· of rTJ1e Buok:inghamshire :Miscellany!'' We uannot, however, pass ove1· the rwticle of 1fr. E. ~. Payne, ou Bnckinglmrnshire Etymology. Ib is but n small instalment of that which we may justly xpecL from him on ,., subject which be ltas sh own biJOself very cnpabl of elncidating, a.nd which must be intm1sely interesting to bhoso who are making a study of the ro.ces who have b equeathed to u s the names of the bills and plains, the rivers and homestea ls of this county. The pape1· is as !mgge tive o.s it is instructive. H may, in dealing wihh the origin of the di.ff rent names alluded to, be open to criticism, but jt is all ly written , ancl Sts perusal cmmott :fail t l e11.tl t further iuvestig11tiou from the a1· lJ, ologiat who is giving to t,h e origjn of topo
grE~~phical nlnues his ~::pedal attenti.on . If we take a. g ·llc1·a.1 survey o f tlw information contait1ed in tbo wol'k before 11s, wo ru·e lod, in reading t ho shot·t and variell papers pecsentod to tW, to adopt tm illt1.straL-ion such n.s this. W o at·e tak en rapidly through a range of country to whi ch we aro attached by m fwy asr:>ouiatiom;; wo wm·k a cltm·oh tower ltoro, ft m:mm·honso thoro, n crumbling priory ou one r:> i,lu, O J' a market cross on n.JJotltot·. Vl/e :;lwultl prolmlJly like to liugol' aL ooch object or interest, bnt we are moving on i yet wo rosolvo some day to make a halt at each spot on which our eyes Jmve 1·ested. This is t,l1e feeling we experience as we close the pages of Mr, .ibbs's voln1no.-])JJ. 


