@he Proceedings of the Wucks Avehitectural and
Arvchrological Society,
Tor vim Yean 1887,

Souri Buoks was the loeality chosen fur the Annual Excursion of the Socie
for the your 1887, which took place on the 25th July, and slthough the
places visited Liad not, perhups, so great an antiguarion intorest as those of for.
mer years, it was thronghoul both enjoyuble and instructive. The Aylesbury
contingent startad for Wycombe, and were met there by mombers from the
southern part of the county, The drive from Wycombe luy throngh Beagons-
fleld to Jordans, and & pause was madoat the former place to enable thoss who
wighed to do go to visit the Ohurch, under the nave of which lie the remaing
of Tdmund Burke, ind the Churehyard whore Waller, the poet, is interred,
The vigitors on ontering the Chareh had their attention drawn by Mr, John
Parker, tho literary lion, secretary of the Socviety, to the diverss pronun-
cintion of the nome Beaeonsfield, by the use of a long or short 1 in the
fivst sylluble, * It is very much the fashion,”” he remavked, “ to pronounce
the name of the late Conservative lender as though the designntion of the
plnco from whenee he took his title were derived trom a high position con-
taining n ‘ beacon' 3 but he belicyed the fivst syllable really owed its origin
to the Baxon word ¢ Beeen,’ beech, the loeality of the beech forests, and that
the rural people were therefore right in the use of the hort 1,"  Altention
wag then directed to the briuss in the floor of the nave memorializing
Turke, which wae nn‘;urnl]ﬁ rogarded with grent interest, though it was
stated by one of the Church officiale that tho body lay some yards away
from the slab, the space immedintely under which is employed in eonnection
with the !m.‘ntiu&l npparatus, On yepriving to the Churehyard, the visitors
were joined by the Kev. Canon Cholmley, who, on the denth of the Rev. 8,
J. Bowles, which had occurred since the last visit of the Sooiety, had
sticoeeded to the Reotory. Boesides exnmining the marble sarcophagus which
marks the burial-place of Waller, the company passed through the old
dilapidated Rectory, and shortly afterwnrds started for Jordmms, A very
pleasant drive brought them to their destination—a plain brick building of
the utmost simplicity of structure, in which members of the Society of
Friends have had ocoasional meotings for two hundred yoora, Tn aburinl-
round adjoining are the graves of the Penns, Penningtons, and other well

own Quaker families, & small stone, with only the name and date of death
insoribed on it, being the gole memarial in each ease.  After a visit had been
peid to this ground, the members of the Bocicty enterad the Meeting-house,
the interior of which is ns plain as its sppearance from without. Tﬁu walls
are wainseotod and whitewnshed, the seats of plain deal. Two beoks of
signatures, plaged on o smull table, attest the great number of porsons, and
especially Americans, by whom the place has been visited during the lost
fow yonra. The building is now but little used, the only religions meetings
held in it being two assemblicg of the Qualers of this purt of the country,
which take place every year,

The company being seated, Mr. Robert Gibbs, F.B.A., read his paper
on ** Jordans,” which nppesra in this number of Tiue Reconns,

On the conclusionof Mr.Gibbs’s paper, the members drove on to Chalfont
St. Giles, whore the Parish Church was first visited, I{ was entered by way
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of a very (ll,un.int old lyoh gate, over which o portion of a cottage—ono of n
row—hns been built, ~ In the Church, the Llector (the Hev. P, W, Phipps),
read a paper on the  Church of Chalfons St. Giles,"” which also appears
in this number of Tur Reconvs.

The members lunched ot the ** Merlin's Cave " Inn, and subsequontly pro-
coedod to Milton’s Cottage. Tt will bo remembored tht at o public meeting
of the inhabitants of the parish, held on the 26uh April, 1887, it was unani-
mously resolved to instituts n fund by which the Jubiloe of Her Majesty’s
happy reign might be loyally commemorated in this parish, to be d the
Milton Memorial Fund, the objeet for which this fund was to be raised bein
the purchase of the cottage, and nlso its veprir and future maintenance (specia
enre being talion to preserve the origingl ehinvacter of the building), with o
view to its being set apart ns o reading room and musenm for objects con-
nected with the poet Milton, and for other objects of historical interest in
the parish and neighbourhood. The visitors inspected the cuttage, and then,
ut the invitation of the Rector, went to his rosidence, and wore shown
various ohjects of intorest, Trothe study, Mr, Geovge Wellar, of Amer-
sham, on behall of Mr, 1, "W, Hennoll, of London, presented the Rector,
as one of the trustoss of Milton's Cottnge, with s copy of & work on horti-
culture, bearing on the fly-leaf, in writing, the inseription, “John Milton,”
Tt was explained that Milton was known to have been very fond of n-
ing, and that it is possible he muy have brought the boek with him to
Chalfont.  The signature had probably beon written by someone who was
aware that the book had belonged to the poet. 'T'he Hector, in receiving
the volume, expressed his gratification, and desire that other presents of a
similar nature might follow,

On lenving the Rectory, the members were driven to the Vacho, the
sant of Me. Thomns Newland Allyn, the Lord of the Manor, This Manor
of Colfunto or Chulfont was, nt the time of the compilation of Domesday,
{mrt of the estate of Maigno Brito, it dvscended to the family of the de

WVolvertons, and in 1360, Richard de In Vache acquired half the Manor by

purchuse, and subsequently purchased the remainder,  (For an aocount of
this Manor, soo Lipsgomb’s ¢ History and Antiguitios of the County of
Buglkinghum," Yol. I11, p, 226, et. seq.)

The Munor, with the e-tate and mansion called the Vache, was in 1825

purchased by Mr, Thomae Allen, of Newlands, the father of the present pro-

victor. The members and their friends were vory hospitably received by

e Alleny who eonducted them over the grounds, and pointed out the site
of the ehapol of the former mansion, no purt of which is now existing, They
were also shown, on an elevated spot in front of the house, o monumental
erection to the memory of Captain James Cook, placed there by Cook's
friend and patron, Siv Hugh Palliser, Bart,, n former owner of the Vache,
T'yom the Vaoho the membors were driven to ** T'he Grove,” the resi-
donee of My, Snmuel Sandovs, who very courteously weleomed them to his
house, ot which & meeting was hald in the drawing-room, when papers were
read by the Rev, C, I, Evelyn White, F.8.A,, on *The Merlin Inn ™ and
“Milton’s Cottage,” which are published with this number of Tur
Ruconns,

My, Sandars exhibited to the Sociely some vove and interesting books,
which were much appreciated, and of which the following is a list ;—

(1) Missale Cluninceuse, folio, Paris, 1523, has six leaves on vellum,
and is illuminated like a M8, throughout,

(2) M8, Psalteriure, 4to, English work, ¢, 1260. Miniatures and ini-
tials from the Duke of Sussex’s Collection.

(3) MS. Biblin Latina, 12mo, on fetel vellum,  Dluminated for Plilip
the Fair, King of France, Two miniatures, and many historiated initinls,
in Royal binding of Louis XTIV,
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(1) Prayer Book (Hours) of Tsabella of Aragon, Duchesa Sforza of
Milon, 1498, Tlluminsted for the Princess by Peter Clagcis, of Hainault,
Yilvy minfatures of finest Burgundian art,  4to, vellum,

(6) HMeures do Chartres, on vellum, illuminated like o MS., in best
style.  Printod st Paris by Pigonchet, for Vostre, 1501, 8vo, Bound by
Clovis Bive, Filver clusps,

s{]\) Lydgate (D). Lyfo of Our Ladye. Folio. Printed by Caxton
(0. 1400), W. Horbert’s uu%y. .

(7) Sarum Iours, 4to.  Printed by W, do Worde (e. 1510), in contem-
poravy English stamped binding,

(8) First Prayer Book of Bdward VI. London, Grafton, 1649, Tol,

(9) M8, Prayer Book, on vellum, illuminated for & noble family of
Oremona,  Italian work, said to bo by Attrevarti.

(10) Pirst Tolio BEdition of Shakespeare's Works, London, 1623,
Perlect, enva only tho Vorses,  Opposite Portrait in facsimile.

(11) Scoteh I'rayer Book and Bervices, Knox Psaltor. BEdinbre', 1643,
1o,

(12) Brondside, in lavgo blnck letter. © By the King—A Proclamatinn
for supprossing two Books written by Jobn Milton,  Sherifls to canse all
tho books to be burnt by the common hangman. Given at our Cowry
at Whitehall, 18 August, 1660," Piinted by Christopher Barler, 1600,

Mr. George Waller also brought with him the following valuable hooks,
lent by BIr.ilcnnu]l, which were inspected with much interest :—Album,
containing forty-fonr prints of, or relating to, Milton ; Milton's History of
Britain, st edition, 1670, with Faithorne povtrait; Paradise Lost, 1668,
1t edition, 4th titlo page, small dto; Paradieo Lost, 1678, 3rd edition,
12mo, with portrait; Paradise Regained and Sumson Agonistes, 12mo,
1687, with two portraits; Milton’s Poems, 12me, 1645, 1st edition, with
Marshall portrait; Charles 1.’s Kilon Basilike, original edition, 1649, small
qunrto, with arms and frontispiece, and Purtrnits of Charles I. and
Charles 11, ; Milton’s Eikonoclastes, tho reply to the above, ordered by
Charles 1L to be burnt, original edition, 1649, emall quarto.

After the reading of the papers, the Rev. P, W. Phipps, the Rector of
Chanifont 8t Giles, snid he was very glad, on behalf of the Committes
for the Preservation of Milton's Cottage, to welcome the Society on the
ovcasion of its visit, Ile was anxious that it should be known that the
Committee enllod to their sssistance an srebitect who confirmed thou in
their intention not to touch the eottage atb all. 1t had beew said that they
intended to make changes, and to add o porch, but on the architeet’s advien
they resolved to do nothing of the kind, The eottage would bo used fur
the purposes of & museum of Milton relies, and they had that day received,
through Mr, Weller, the first gift in that direction. He was sorry to suy
shat thuy were much in want of money, They intended to vepair thy
vottage and its ofllees, and to keep it in good order, and they would be very
glud of furthor assistance than that which hed already resulted from tho
appenl made to the general publie.

A meoting of the Socioty fullowed, the Rev, I, IT, Pigott in the chuir,

At the instance of Mr, Parker, & now rule to facilitate the election of
members was cnrriad; aud new members were clootud,

The following report from the Treasurver (Mr, Williams) was taken
ns read —

“ Receipts—Subseriptions, £53 3s. ; sundries, £1 9s.; balance, £4 98, 14,
Payments—Rent, £7; care of room, ete,, £4 108, 2d.; balance of neeount,
1885, printing Reconns, £27 8s. Bid.; sundries, £10 8s.; balunce in hand,
£10 14e. 3d.  The estimated linbilities for the present year were rather
honvier than usual, as the cost of the enrrent number of the Recouns was
rathior in excess of the ordinarvy expendituve, Tt was hoped, however, thut
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the gubscriptions due from the large nccession of members would almost
meet this,”

Rofreshments were kindly provided ; and

The Rev. R. H, Pigott, in tendering the thanks of the visitors to Mr,
Sandars, commented on the excellent reception they had met with, Re-
ferring to the work of the Soeiety, he said that he koew Mr. Parker had it
vary much at heavt that a new county history should be written, and hoped
thut by dividing the county into seetions this might be accomplished.

Mr, Sandars, in responding, gave some particulars concerning the house,
observing that the Grove family lived there for many generations, There
was & brass in the Church of a gentleman who lived there, and who mar-
rigd one of the Newdegates nf llarvefield, Alter n timo the house Lecame
much smaller than it originally was, but, about 166U, it was sufliciently
Iarge to be uzed by Pennington and the Society of Friends as a place of
mecting, 18 Ellwood reeorded,  The ouly portion of the old honse was in
the drawing-voom, which was made up of several vemuants, Ho might add
that he was not w Yundal, and was not vesponzible for the wovk of destrue-
tion. There waa an old tree in the grounds of enormous age, ITe also
spoke of the Chnrch a8 a singularly interesting building, He desoribed
some of its features, and said that fortunately the frescoes remained ; but
in the south wall it was fhonght necessary to romove the light perpendicu-
lar windows., 'Llint was 0 great mistake, beeause My Btreet’s work, how-
ever gond, wns simply patlern work, and the original windows were of
weh morve inlerest.

My, Parker, in propesing o vote of thanks to Mr. Gibby, of Aylesbury,
for his efforts in orgenizing the vxcursion, dvew special attontion to the
books exhibited by Mr, Sandaya,

Mr. Gibbs acknowledged the compliment, aud the provcedings then
clozad.





