STATHE OI' "THE BUCKINGITAMSITIRE PARISH
CHURCHES IN THE 16tz AND 17vs CENTURIES.

By Roperr Giess, T'LS.A,

In the year 1585, a survey was made, extending over
most counties, rolative to the state of parish churches and
their management. This survey was an official one, and
was ordered and prepared for the purpese of placing a
return of the state of these churches before Parlinment at
the ensning session. The return showed thati after twenty-
eight years” establishment of the Church of England,
there were only 2,000 ministers to supply nearly 10,000
churches, proving that 8,000 parishes were destitute of
spiritual guides. A. third part of the ministers of the
Church was at thig period wnder the ban of suspension,
for some informality of conduct or other causes. A
worshipper, to hear a sermon, would, in many cases,
have to travel some eight or ten miles from his home to
find a minister, and at the same time he wonld he liable
to a fine for absenting himself from lis parish church,
notwithstanding his attendunce elsewhere, and the fact
also of his own church being closed against him. The
fabries of churches were generally in a most deplorable
condifion ; indeed, ecclesiastical aflairs had been for
some years in frightful confusion.

“Thestate of the fabries of the ehurches, and the niture of the
gorvices in them, had rnpici]{ gone from bad to worse. Many more
of the former wore then becoming ruinous. In pome dioceses,
notoriously those of Oxford and Novrwich, numerons elurches and
chapels woro deliberately allowed to become ubterly dasolate. In
cerbnin of them no servico of any kind had been held for nearly
twelve years. There was often no one cither to lock after the
fabrie, to keep up the straggling hedges or impairod foees of the
churchyards (in which swine offen grubbed up the graves) ; no
one o let fresh qir into the building, or to preserve fhe remaining
fittings from the alternative evils of mustiness and dump on the
ono hand, or of dry-rob or pilferers on the other, Doors at last
lost their rasted hinges and imperfect fastenings ; cust neenmu-
Inted ; storied windows were broken ; starlings found n shelter
under the voofs; spiders undisturbed spun their webs in convenient
angles; bell-towers were turned into dove-cots md places for
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hreeding pigeons by some looyd yeomun ; the bells, no longer
neoded, wore sold—for they brought in something ; the lead was
siripped off the aisle roofs ; smmetimes the chancel waos wltogether
destroyed, so s to avoid the eost and difficulty of repairing it
while in cerinin cases these eombined ovils eveniually led fo the
abaolute destruction of whole Tabhrics, g0 thot even now, in many
parishes, it is impossible for any but the dnly initinted to trace even
the foundution-stones on gome secluded slope ol whaty until Queen
Blizabell’s day, had beer a falr and stately honse of God.  Muny
such at the hands of the ' godly’ were wholly f reformed’ ofl the
face of the earth.

“In the diocese of Oxlord—Lhongh portions wera then in Lin-
eoln—may be montioned the chnvehes of Novih Weston, Basinglon,
Quwrrendon,  Creslow, Muorsloy, Lattlecote (uenr  Stewlkley),
Medmenham, Saunderbon, Deyneourh (newr Wooburn), and Row-
shurn in Wingenove, ag ruined and rased,

“The late Rev. W, Hastings Kelke,in a paper on the * Desecrutod
Churches in Buckinghomshive * (f Records of Buckingbamshive)
Vol, TTT,, puge 127), asserls thal the wumber deseeraled in Tnck-
inghamshire alone may be estimated at gixly.”—* The Church under
Queen Blizabeth,” by the Bov. 18 G, Lee, D1, 105AL

In the year 1629 o proclamalion was issued com-
manding the archibishops and bishops to tale special eare
that parish chuvches, in their soveral dioceses, being
places consecrated to the worship of Cod, be kept in
decent vepair, and they were lo make uge of the Mecle-
riagtical Conrts to oblige the parishioners tio attend to this
part of their duly. Various churches had sinee the
Roformation fullen to deeny, and many were defaced,

I'he desceration of chwrehes 1s generally ascribed to
the mischievons disposition of the goldiery during the Civil
Wars ; their state in the reign of Elizabeth shows that the
maranders of the 17th century weroe merely copyists—
fimighing in rapine and plonder what had been bhegnn
thronglt their predecessors’ negloct aud aputhy,

During the intornecine struggles of the 17th contary
the higher order of churches fared the worst.  Stll,
minor buildings did not oscape sacrilege. 'The noblest
ccclesinglien]l  sbructnres wero plundered and defaced.
Boldiers overthrew the Communion tables, tore down all
c¢mbellishments, violated the mennments of the dead,
and utterly demolished many of the finest windows in
Christendom, Hven heasts were shnghtered in some
conseerated huildings, and the carcases cut up on the altar.

We learn from the letters of Nehemialih Wharton, a
Roundhead soldier, of the depredations committed in
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1642 in chuovches of the parishes through which the
soldiery passed. Having been offended by one PPenrud-
dock, of Acion, Middlegex, they proceeded, first (o his
house, and then {o the chureh, where they defaced ¢ the
ancient glnzed pictures and hurned the holy rails.” At
Hillingdon mention is made of converfing the surplices
into handkerchiefs, and of burning the altar rails and the
service books at Uxbridge. At Long Buckby as many
soldiers as could he were quartered in the church.

In the churehwarden’s accounts for the pavish of
Great Marlow, there appears this item under the date of
1642 :—* Paid {or throwing in the bullworks abount the
Chureh and in Duck Lane, and for cleaning out the
church when the souldiers laye inn 6.7 In the smne
year 18 recorded the willul damage domo to the Chureh
of Maids Moreton, near Boekingham—“"The windows
were broken, a costly desk in the form of a spread cagle,
gilb, on which we used to lay Dp. Jewoll’s works, deomed
to perish ag an abominable idol ; the crosse cutt off the
sbeeple by ye souldiers alb the command of one ealled
Purefoy quartered at Buckingham.”

In Angust, 1643, the Commoens issned an ordinance
for dmnollc,llluo' alta,rb, defacimg erosses, images, pictures,
uhe. Jl(_(_l)lall_l{_’ly Lhe slaiued ”1:].5:b windows of Uantler-
bury Cathedral were broken to pieces, and the samo
willul destruction followed & few days after in Westmin-
gier Abbey. St. Panl’s Cathedrsl shared a like fute, and
sacred articles of silver belonging to 16 were sold {o
replenish tho war treasury. Besides spoiling, embezaling,
and taking away ornaments, people used commonly to
bring horses and mules info the churches, and there shoot
olf hund guns for sport.

The amounnt of damage done in diffevent parts of the
conntry depended upon the dispogition of the magistrates,
and espeeially on the conduet of the mlhtar‘ y

The Cathedrals suflered sevorely® —l efierborongh,
Carlisle, Hereford, Chichostor, Rochester, ly, Norwich,
Lichfield, Worcester, Fxeter, Oxfowd, Gloucester, Lincoln,

underwent apu]mtum more or ]eqa.

As the Parliamentary soldiers wore marching np and
down the country, after the fashion deseribed hy Nehe-

* Dv. Btoughton.



SUATH OF PARISII CHULCHES, 167

miah Wharton, the Royalists were working onb their will
in another lawless way. 1If they did not retaliasteo on
conventicles it was simply becanse conventicles did not
exist, or were not within their reach ; their excesses were
of another order. Whitelocke, describing the plundering
of his own house* tells us that the enemy consumed
whatever they could find ; lighted their pipes with his
MSS., earried sway his title-deeds, lithered their horses
with his wheat sheaves, opened his chests and trunks,
seized his conch and horses, In a word, committed all
the mischief and spoil that malice and enmity could
provoke barbarous mercenaries to commit,

Amongst the State Papers, domestic of Charles T,
valuable MSS. in the original rough drafts exist,
referring tio the state of the Bunckinghamshive churchos,
These papers appear to be detailed reports, the result of
a visitation made in 1637, by or under the direction of
Williams, Bishop of ]Li.nco]n, in which diocese tho
%l‘ﬂutl&l‘ part of the County of Buckingham was included.

n this return no reference is made to the churches in
the ]nmupal towns of Buckmn’hamqhue, this iz an
omission to be regretted ; it is to be hoped they were in
better condition and a less neglected state than the
churches in the villages, The churches of Aylesbury,
Buckingham, Winslow, High Wycombe, Great Missenden,
Wendover, and geveral others are not referred to ; these
or some of them may haye been peculiars, and thus not
within the jurvisdiction of the Bishop of the Diocese.
‘[he return published in 1637 shows that no improvement
had taken place in fhe condition of the sacred edifices in
the intervening lalf-century from the date of the former
survey ; no efforts made to avert their threatened destruc-
tion ; in fact, no care whatever appears to have becn
taken of thcm

The preparations {or the restoration of Aylesbury
Parish Church in 1848 discloged injuries which evidently
were malicious. The ornamental stone work had been
hacked and chopped with intent to destroy it. Nob a
particle of stained glass wos lefl in any of the windows,
:l:;nc'l it was denuded of every fragment of sepulehral

TiEE.

“ Tawley Conrl, Bucks,
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The following is a copy of the return made in 1637 :—

Tartwell —Two windows on the 8, side of the chancel partly
boarded (up) . . . no pulpit-cloth . . , no hood . . . the base of
the Comn. Table too wide . . . therefore a * banister” to be pub
between every space .. . the fences of the ehurch porch are
naught . . . the N. door broken ; Mr, Lea and the minister's wife’s
(pews) too high.

Dinton.—Some very high seats ; chureh-houses in decay ; one of
the lights of the window next the porch on the 8. side almost
dammed up ; the bonrd upon the top of the lowest seat to be taken
down ; the board upon the partition at the 8. aisle to be taken
down ; 4 of my Lady Hodsden's seats in the chancel ; Mr, Maine's
on the N, side ; Mr. Lena’s, of Hartwell, on the 8. side ; Mr, Ser-
geant’s seats in the corner of the 8. aisle; (and ?) 3 or 4 seats
more in that aisle too high . . . the pavement of the chaneel and
ehureh somewhat in deeny, and the seats and back of them (ditto ?) ;
the chancel windows at the east end partly dammed up and want
iron bors,

Aston Sandford.—The purtition board of the chancel too high ;
no sentences of Seripture in the chancel . . . no reading seat ; the
pulpit to be raised higher, and set in the corner, and a reading seat
now wanting to be made and set before it . . . Mr. Brightwell’s
senl:kboo high, to be made uniform ; the pavements of the church
sunk,

Kingsey—The bench beyond the Communion Table and the
rest abont it within the rails to be taken awny (!!) ; Rand's seat,
and Cotton's and Mr. Band's, and Mr. Lillingston, unti Jno, Harris'
sonts too high ; 1 Comu. Table to be new ; the I%, benches on said
fivet 3 gents to be token down and made desks . , . 3 windows in
tho chureh partly danmmed up.

Haddenham.—More “ banisters " to be put in the rails, 2 into
every space ; there is new-builf sents in the N. aisle too high (built
without authority) ; Mr. Grigg's scat too high . . . seat nex{ the
chancel too high ; no senfonces of Servipture in the chancel ; Rose's
seat too high noxt the chancel . . . the seat next the partition at
the 8. sido of the chancel too high, to be made uniform with that
which is ngainst it; some of the windows broken, and one window
next the churehyard part of it boarded up . . . (!)

Litshorough—The chancel is nobt paved . . . the rails of the
Comn. Tible to be set nigher to the wall, and a “ banister " to be
put in each space betwixt the rails . . . sentences of Seripture
wanting in the chancel ; part of the church wants seutencing ; a
hoed wanting ; the chaneel doors to be ent off even with the parti-
tion ; 3 seats of the N, side of the church, and the parsonage seat,
and the * Chequer " seab too high ; the seals of the church want
boarding, and also in the chancel . . . one window in the chancel
partly supported by a wooden prop . . . (to provide) a new carpet
(f.0., altar-cloth), the old one is of serge; the minister huried novth
and south. ‘

Kimbell Magnie—A window ab the enst end of the north aisle,
made like a house window, and therefore to be made uniform with
the rest of the chureh windows . ., the church in the middle aisle,
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and also the chancel, wants sentencing . . . the henches of the two
upper seats below the cross aisle to be turned into desks ; the helfry
and the W. end of the N. aisle unpaved ; all the cast benches of
Ihe seats to be made desks . . . the poor man's box to be set and
made fast to o post ; the middle pillar on fhe N, side of the chan-
cel to be vepaived at the bottom ; the I, hench of (he © farny sont ™
in the chancel to bo made a desk, and the seat itself too high.

Risborow Parva—"The new seats in the chancel too high, there-
foro to be made uniform with the seats on the S side ; the Comn,
rail to be sob up to the wall ; the pulpit wanteth stairs; the pave-
ments of the chureh are sunk, and the sents in deeay in the bottom
in the boards . . . n board to be taken down slanding on the top
of Tollard’s and Godfrey's seat ; the donble window in fhe 8. nisle
in deeay in fhe stone wall . . . the high ceiling over the King's
arms o be mendod ; 3 seats next the 8. door and one next the N, to
be made uniform . . . the bottom of the church walls in deecay in
the foundation.

Horsingdon.—The parsonage-house albogether in decny 5 the 8.
nisle of the chnreh seems to be taken away ; the steople in decay ;
the chuncel in tho roof, buttresses, windows both in stone and gluss
and in the foundabions in decay ; the fences are a quick and dend
liedge ; wo could not go into the chureh.

Seanderton- The rails of the Conin. Malle to be scb [1101'0553
close to the wall ; all the windows in the church (except the I, an
W. windows) stopped up in part with boards, and some of them to
bie glazed ; W, windows stopped np in part . . . ; the seats in tho
chaneel oo high ; the chancel wants tiling (and) . . . sentencing ;
the seats in deeay in the bottoms; seafs above the 8. door too
high ; the N, door and chancel door in deeay, so that there ought
to be new ones ; the E. benches of the seats to be made desks . . . ;
the church-house in the lord's possession,

Bledloe—"The seats in the chancel broken . . . ; the chancel
wants paving ; the 8, window in the chanecel is pavtly stopped up,
and vhe windaws broken in ehnreh and ehaneel ; the ceiling over
tho Comn. Table broken . . .; no sentences in the chancel | . . ;
the upper window in the 8. aisle stopped up quite; seats in the
chureh in decay, both in the backs, benches, and bobtoms, and a
piece of a conch in Sir Richard Moore's seat . . . ; the 8, aisle in
deeay in the lends, so that it raineth in into the said seat . . . ; 3
soats together in the 8, aisle too high, and a board under the parti-
tion on the top of a seat to be taken down ; the 4 short seats on
the N. side of the 8. side to be made into 5—ad petitionem Viearii ;
it rains in at the W, end of the chuveh ; the 15 henches througl-
oub to be made into desks ; a seal is desivad to be buill in a vacant
place on the N. side, by the leave of the Ordinary,

Tlwmer.—"The seats nve uniform, but in decay ; the chureh and
chancel must be unripped; no reading seat; the church wanls
paving ; the 8. aisle employed to lay timber (11 1); 3 windows iu
the chaneel partly dammed up, and 1 window in the aisle ; the
steeple to be repaired in the whole; no poor man's box; the
vicarage-house in decny, and the vest of the things not seen,

Broughton—The sents want bonrding some of them, and also
broken ; the seats on the 8, side of the church —viz, My, Duncomb's



160 RECORLS OF DUCKINGHUAMSHIRE,

(&e.); the I, benches to be made desks ; the seaty of the chancel
want boarding or paving ; Mr. Duncomb's high senl to the first
frame to be faken down ; the board to be taken down standing
upon the seat next to the high sents on the S.side. The pavements
to be mended both in church and chancel . . . the N, window of
the chancel and the belfry window partly hoarded up . . . no hood.

Moulshoe.—Buttresses of the church and chancel all in decay
. .. sbeeple . . . church and chancel wants pargotling . . . chan-
col wants tiling . . . windows of the chancel, in the stone and
glass, in deeny . . . boards on the top of the chancel sents to be
tauken off, the said seats to be mended . . . some of the windows
in the church partly boarded up ; g:.o provide by) 5 Novr. a flaggon
.+ . back of Mr. Rood's seat to be taken off in part, and mado
uniform to the fore part ; tho tester of it to be taken down; the
little high windows of the church not ceiled j the reading seat to be
sob close to the partition, and the pulpit to bo placed in the corner,
and the top of the other said seat to be taken off . . . the church
windows that are partly danmmed up to bo glazed throughout ;
tho birds defile the chancel by coming in under the eaves; the W.
ont of the timber-work in the south aisle in deeay ; it rainoth in
the church, especially at the W. end ; the eushion, pulpit-cloth, and
carpet (7.e., altar-cloth) moth-eaten . . . the seat hottoms hroken.

Astwood.—The chancel to be paved ; a 8. seat in it too high . . .
All the I8, benches to be made desks . . . seats in the ehancel not
paved nor hoarded . . . seats in the church next the partition of
the chanoel to be made uniform with the height of the partition,
and tho boards standing upon the partition to ba taken off; Mr,
Chibuall’s seabs 1o be of the same height; the pulpit to bo enlarged,
and stairs to be made unto it, orelse the reading (desk) to be raised
higher and seb in the pulpit place, and that with n cover over it to
serve for both,

Hurdmewd—The windows next to the chureh poreh dammod
up . . the church windows, and chancel windows especially, broken
in glass and stone, and want iron bars ; a new Communion Table
(ordered) ; chancel not paved ; the desk upon the partition to he
taken off ; astep or beneh to be made before therail . . . the boards
npon the partition to be taken away . . . seats next to the partition
on both sides too high, and the board under the aforesaid desle and
canopy over Mr. Cateshye's seats to bo taken down, nnd the said
soats to bo taken lower in the first pnne . . . the reading seat to be
raised 2 feet higher; a now cover for the font (ordered) ; no hood ;
the pulpit and Communion cloth not fringed . . . the register book
cannot be seen.

“Chichley—The desk upon the B. pnrt to be taken off ; the
banisters of the high seats to be taken off and the backs of them
to be broken down even with the partition ; the reading seat to be
now seb higher by two fest or more ; all the E. bonehes of the sents
to bo made into desks; the high seats in the N, aisle to he made
uniform with the rest; a monument erected at the T, end of the
N. aisle, which dammed up the light of the window ; chancel wants
sentencing ; earpef for the table wants a fringe ; no hood ; no poor
man’s box ; books not seen ; windows broken ; vicarage in doeay.
A book of strange preachers is wanting (¥ Registrnm incipit 2
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Repinw Jlizabeth, 1550. Non suseript, fol”') 5. nisle window
stopped up in part 5 chiueel ond chancel want paving, and seals
Botboms hroleew ; the vallers and cross *“Dbuolke ™ o the ehaneel
new made bud slightly done ; no lood ; the I, benehes in every
senb to be turned into desks | L souts next the chaneel to Lo made
uuilorm, and also in the S, alley, and the rost; the S, window nexi
to the 8. door parily demmed up . ., the SW, window pavily
stopped up . . . buattreszes of the chureh and walls of the ehmreh
and ehineel in doeny, 2l the windows broken of bobl,

Bewshiclitd (Lo Lyiellall)—The chineeh in the B, end an the &.
sitlo winbs Tead in the W, end, which is stolen away ; seals in the
chancel Lon high, uod to bo eut ol to the fivst pane ; the pulpis
witnly a cover . . . Beals want boweding, anil ave decuyoed in the
bottom . . . Chancel deenyed in the pavemesnd.

Dowhielil]l Chegpel—Lhe tont to e removed into Iower end of
the elireh ; the Bervice-book rent ; e fleor o be paved and made
even ; the senls 1o be repaived and Lo e boneded ; o new poor man's
box, sud Lhe Commnnion Table, to be sot up to the east wall, pnd

fhe Table fo be railed in . . . The scob wbove the reading scat too
high, and to be tuken lower and narrower . . . Desk to be muade
upon it,

Wigrenden,—T he Borviee hovk wants opdering of Pricsds . . .

N, side of the ebuwreh and s chaneol is dn deeny ., . The two
new seats 10 the chanesl to he made lower 1o the pavtition . . .
Seats wanl nending Bonches on fhe T2 side of the seals bo be
torned inle benehes 29y L, L Al Lhe lupgh seats to be taken
lower . . . The paytition 0 Lhe seal ie e middle aisle o be taleen
down, viz, belwixt 3e, Wells® son's sent 5 Tonl wanls o new cover
witlo n pyramid . .. register nob geen ;s no heod . . A earpeb Tor
the Gonimnnion Table lo be made new of greon, fringed . ., the
old pulpit to be tulen dowi; the Communion Tuable fo he made
new to the old frame.

Wedton.  The chancel-seut to he made oven with the partition ;
Mr. Bealeg' seat to be mude uniform, it is too high : enst bonchos
ol Alie seats to bo nado into doslks . . . two seats on the 5. side too
Iigh . . . windowa broken, espeeially it 1he el fry.

Miltor Regnes (Keynes)., -Chureh nnd chaneol windows greatly in
decny in the glass work . . . wainscob purfition to be taken down
in the chancel to the midst, and banister to be set upon it (in ils
place P), and the N. aisle to be repaired in the walls and tiles, and
to D whilened, and it and the chance! to be adorned with sentencos,
wid the door lewding into the said aisle andd wlse the pursition
thereto ; the seats of the chancel to be boarded and repnirved 5 Lhoe
Lelfry-window exceedingly in deeay and stopped up with beards
.+ . James Worrell’s seat foo high.

Huleott. Reguived : A new Table ; tha N. bench to be repaired
ovr round seads fo be made . .. the seats in the South aisle of the
churcl to be made uniform fo (he pavbhbion . . . A hoavd o be
taleen out of the Hille window and (i6) tw be plaged,  Some of the
windows to be mended in the glags ; no sehool 1o be kepl in the
church.

Wingrave—The chiancel in docay in the tiling, snd the chaneel-
gents to be boasrded . . . all the 10, beoches to be made dosles - .
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sentences both in chorches and chancel wanting . . . things belonging
to the pnlpit aud Table not seen . . . hich desks in the N. nnd S,
alley oo Ligh, to bo made equal with (e partition . . . the ledge
of Mr. Abram’s seat to be fuken off ; the back of the N, seat und
the Laek of the seat in the N, aigle to be nniform,

Mentmore —"'he vool bebtwixt the parin, of the ehnr, and chanc.
to be mended . . . seats in the chancel want bonrding ; choneel
wantys sentencing . . . 2 “banislers” to be pul in every space of
the rails afore the Com, Tuble ; the *high seat” in the chancel to
be made nniform in the old one; the window of the chane. parily
danmed up ; @ now cover (ordered) for the frame of the Cowm.
Table ; a seal in the upper cross alley . . . . . . are built without
authority ; 2 high seats ab the npper end of the 8. Alley—viz,, &e.,
where no seats were known to be . . . absgue anthority—which 2
seals are Lo be made into 1, and nniform to Lhe rest . . . some of
the sents wank boarding and vepg. ; o new pulpit to be set higher
in the corner, and the readg. sonl made hichor to it ; the ehuy.
windows parily dammed ap . . . no pulpit eloth ; no hood . . . the
L. benches to be turned into desks,

Cheddington—Windows in the glass insufficient . . . the feet
of (he rails to be cut off, so that the frame of Lhe rails may be sct
on the ground , . . the 8. seat {o be made uniform o the N, senb
in (e chunedl, and the I, benches, &e. ; Mr. Coome's scat on il
8. side very high, containing the room of 3§ seats, builf about &
yoars ago; and Lthe new soats on the B, side to be equal in heighth
to the scats of the N. side, which gents Lhave been built withoub
anthority ; the poreh formerly leaded, now iiled ; o window stopped
np within the Forch which gave light, standing above the porch
when it was leaded.

Misisorth.—( Lo provide) a now surplice (und) a carpet suitnble
bo the pulpit cloth ; the pew on the N. sido of the chaneol to Lo
made nniform with the pew next to ity the chancel ig in some
decny . ., the N, window in the chancel pavtly stopped up with
boonrds: the Bible wants the Trunslation, &e., unlo the Calendar,
and park of the Ravelation ; the enst beuches, &e., the ehancol, and
also the church wants sentencing and whitening . . . (reruired) o
new rewling seub fov the minst, ; sufficient staivs (o the pulpib; o
new eover for the Tout 3 My, West's sead lo bo no higher than tho
partn. ; and some of them (the seats) want bLonvding; Widow
Lisare’s seat of Cheddington, too high wnd built by the wall length-
wise ; she comes bub once o fortnight o ehureli,  The Leliry un-
paved, and the ropes in deeay, and some seats also ; the belfry-door
winbs hinges, so that it stands on the ground ; Kellyes and M,
West's senb too high on (he back part, and likewise Duncoml’s ; the
porch Twoken in the wall, and not paved, nnd hroken in tiles, and
wants benches ., . the steeple greally in decay . . . the but-
tresses o . . in decay ; the fonndation of the S. side . . . in decuy;
iho eurnte liveth onf of the parish; M. West's nigle somewhnt
in deeny , . . the battlements of the steeple, und church, wud
stnivense, and stonework of the windows in deeay.

Pielilvathorne.— Al the butivesses of steeple, chureh, and chaneel
in deeay, and likewise the foundn, of the S. side of the chancel ;
the window next the povel, part of it stopped up with boards, an:
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ono window at the 8. side of the chancel with brick; the lower
seats next the belfry standing into the aisle . . . all the E. seats,
somo of them are not boarded in the bottom ; the great sent next
the pulpil to be made into two . . . the reading seat to be set closa
to the partition, and a pulpit to be madeand joined to it ; the cover
of the font to be made in a better manner ; the way to the rood-
loft to be made up . . . the gents bofore and behind the church-
door, the backs of them lo be mado lower and uniform with the
other; My, Broer and Mr. Duncomb’s seats, and seats in tho N,
alley, to be made uniform, &e.

Lidgborough ( Idle).—An organ ense is thore, and organs (once
oxisted) in the memory of man; the windows of the chancel
broken in the gluss, and the upper cirele of the cast window
dammed np ; sents in the chancel in deony in the backs of them
. . . the Jvﬁntini (#{-ﬁ% in the church deeayed, and the chancel not
sentenced ; the chaneel above the uppermost ascent to be paved as
the rest ; a high seat in Mr. Looglovd’s aigle of his; all the east
benches, &e, ; fhe 2 great seats nexl to the partn., that on tha 8,
Mr. Bridges, and also the N. one fo be made uniform ; 2 seats in
tho middle aisle on the N, side too high—viz., one belonging to the
Barl of B, (sie), and the other to the Viem's wife; and ono seat
in the corner of tha 8. aisle, which is John Smith’s, too high ; and
another in the N, aisle, absque nuthority, to be mnde uniform . , .
no hood ; the porches want doors, and seats, and paving ; the under
part of the cover of the font to be carved as the top; a N, end to
the upper ascent to be taken away, being 8 or 4 sbones in length ;
the buttresses of the steeple, and chureh, and aisles, and also in the
battlements in decay in the stone work . . . and also the battle-
ments of the poreh.

Tvinghoe.—There have been organs, for the ease is standing ; the
choir and chaneel want sentoncing ; the seats wanb boarding . . .
and repairing ; (to provide) n new Com. Table, n new enrpet, a
pulpit-cloth, and ecushion suitable . . . a now surplice, and hood,
&e. ; the pulpit to be removed to the next pillar below on that side
und a reading seat to be annexed, and the clerk's seal by it, so that
they do not extend beyond the old seats into the aisle , all the high
seats to bo made uniform with the old ones, and all the east benchos,
&e, ; Mr. Duncombe's aisle out of repr. in the seats, and wants
paving ; 4 seats stand into the aislo ; the ringing loft to be taken
down, and the next loff to be laid lower ns formorly ; wonden rvails
to be taken down before the windows in the 8. and N. aisle;
(required) new cover for the font; porch wants paving, and
seats, and some of the pavements of the church in deecay ; the
windows broken, and battlements of the church and buttresses in
decay,

St. Lawrence, Nettleden—All the seats in decay in the boltom
both of church and chaneel, and also out of repair most of them
. . . two “Dbanistersa” fo be put betwixt every space of the rails
before the Com. Tab.; the pavement in the chancel above the
ascont in decay ; the foet of the rails to be cut off, so that tho
frame may stand on the ground ; the chancel wants tiling, and so
deeayed that the east wall yields back and greatly eracked ; the 8,
window in the chan. stopped up ; the high seat in the c:lfgn. to bo
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taken awny and the old seat before it to be placed there ; the
chane. walls to bo whited, and sentenced together with the chureh ;
the pillars withinside the partitn, decayad in the stone work ; Mr.
Dancie's seat and the buck of Hayden’s seat to be taken away, and
one uniform seat to be placed where Dancie’s is, being no
vishioner ; the pieces of boards npon the partn. of each side fo
o taken away ; (to provide) a new Service Book, a new pulpit-
eloth, cushion, and carpet, to be smaller, of green, and fringed ; all
the rest of the Books wanting ; no hood ; the cover of the font
in deeay, and the pnlley to be mended; Asheridge do not
communicate here ; £10 E ann. given by Mr. Bracey to preach 12
sermons every yoar ; 21 July, Roger Sanderson Dixit Dno Judici,
that he the saud Judge would find faults enoungh for money, or
words to that effect.

Trayghton Beceh (Drayton Beavchamp).—The seats in tho
chancel want boarding . . . and monding . . . tho B, window in
decay, and one of the upper small lights stopped up; the rails to
bo seb overthwart; the steps before the Com. Table o be mado
lower, and another ascent to be made above thalk nearer the rail;
some of the seats in tho church in decay . . . (Reqd.) a carpet on
table to the polpit-cloth ; the cover of the chalice to be changed
flm' a larger ; Mr. Cheinies' seat too high : the frame of the bells in
decay.

Wing.—(To prov.) a new Com, Table, a carpet, a pulpit-cloth,
and cushion suitable of green, with silk fringe ; tho partn. in decay
both in thu wood and stonework ; the church (wants) some sen-
tencing ; (to prov.) a hood ; the organs in deeny ; My, Ligoe's seat
n foot too high above the old seab beside the banisters; all
the T, sents and somo seats want boarding . . . and repg.;
bell frames in decay; My, Moore's and Mr., Jones' seat to be
of the height of the partn. ; the desks of the sd. scuts to be faken
down ; John Woodman's seab to be of the height of the partn,;
a poor man's box to stand npon a post ; the Commandments to be
set at ench side of the east window ; the vault under the chancel to
be filled up.

Slapton.—The Imlbresses and batflements Dollv in chureh and
chanccf}iu decay, and glass windows broken in church and chaneel,
and one belind the porch stopped up in pavt . . . a little window
on the 8, side of the chance Yarl.ly stopped up ; the chancel in
decay in the pavement; tho rail to be overthwart, and 2 banisters
Lo be put belwoen oyvery spaco, and fhe benches within the rail to
be taken away ; (to prov.)a new Service-book, and the old one to be
made fit for the clerk ; (to prov.) a new Bible, Homilies, Canons,
&e. . . . a new cover for the font; a poor man's box upon n post
the parson’s wife's seat and the Lord’s seat foo high, and the firvst
pane of them to be tuken down ; the pulpit to be set further into
the corner nearer, and the reading sent to be set further on the N.
corner ; the partition to be taken down to the boitom of the * ban-
jgters,” and the siops to be taken away that are on each side of the
partn. doov ; and one ascent to be made near the Com. Table stairs
for the going into the pulpit; (to provide) a new earpob snitable to
the pulpit-cloth.

Jver—A great tomb of Mr, Blunt's and his wife stunding in



BTATH OF PARISH CHUROHES, 165

the middle of ithe chancel . . . seats in (he chancel want hosrding
.+« the 10 Comumts, to be placed over the Com. Table under tho
1. window; the boards on the top of partu., whercon the Commis.
are written, to be talken down, ws 1b ig said that the place linth been
open . . . the east benchos, &e. . . . the Lady Sallber’s and My,
Boyer's seats too high ; the fwo seats noar the B, sido of the purtn,;
being Sir John Lawrened's, to be set lower as formerly they were.
Sotlmr seats too high, &c.) Sir Rie. Burringer's seat to be taken

own to themark ., . the 2 seats in the chancel to be tuken away,
and (he eold sents on the N, gide to be placed as formerly; the
Jommun, rails to be placed quile erosg npon the lower aseent, so that
there may be a convenient kll(:l!lillgqlfuee, and a new Communion
T'able to be made ; anothor of Sir Edw. Salltor's seats and Yeomun
Martin’s wife's and others standing in the said nisle ; the nexi to
them is Mr. Henry Avlin’s, My, Hines, and Siv Hdw. Sallter’s men,
and Franeis Banford's, all boing of one frame of fir, too high ; Mr.
Walter Barvinger's wife's seat too high; the Minr's seat wants
benching ; the 2 seats under the gallery to be taken down as for-
merly . . . soats in the 8. aisle to be made uniform . . . chancel
wants sentencing; a window stopped up in the N. side (of the
chancel ?), Lady Sullter’'s tomb being erected against it ; a chalice
to be new ; foundation of the chancel in decay ; there hath been
Organs,

ELuug.’ey Mursh~—The bonrds upon the purla, to he taken down,
and the seals annexed to be made cqual with it ., . senfences
wanting in the 8, aisle and chancel ; & monument of Bdmund Kid-
dermaster, Iisq., & great ivon bav standing before it, hinders the rails
of the Commn. Table that it eannot stand cross; o seabt next the
partn. on the N, side to be {alen down even with the partun.; the
sead that now is fhe minister’s to Lie made two, and for the minister
by itself to be desked round, and the other for the clerk, only the
minv’s seab to be raised higher, and a door fo be made to the
reading-sent, which is on the 8, side ; a (ml.nlnfua of those books
which do belong to the church of Langley to be brought into the
registry, with their several impressions, Robt. Pallen, custos; the
rails to be set quite across the chaneel, uud kneeling benches to it,
and the seats in the chancel to be boarded ; (required) n new cover
for the font ; no hood ; the chancel door to be mended, and the
walls within side . . . the seat next the Ea.rtition on the said side
stands in the middle aislo; the Lady IMisher's seats too high ; it
raing in bebwixt the wooden pillars in the church ; 2 brick tomb to
be taken away ; 2 great sents in the N. aisle to be made 4 . . . tho
floor of the vault 1s 9 steps high from the chureh, and upon that
vault Sir John Parsons hath a seab 7 feob high, nnd 7 ynrds long, or
thereabonts, and covered overhead, and 8 Inttice windows to open
in the sides towards the church (!11!), besides a door in the midst,
which vault and the building over seems to be added to the 8, side
of the chnrch, and the aforesaid vault is betwixt 5 or 6 yards over,
and of the length of the said seat ; the library wall scemeth low,
dummed np at the 8. windows, and a door openoth ount of Sir Joln
Parsons’ seal info the churchyard.

Upton—A. new SBorviee Book, with the ordering of priests and
deacons bound in the volume . . . strange prenchers; no hood ;
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font fo be vaiged 2 fool ; 5 high seats—viz, 2 of Mr. Bulstread’
seats, and the other My, Woodward's—to be eut down to the mark,
and nlso Mr, Stiles’, his sent on the 8. side ; the elerlds seat to be
taken down, and a sead to Te seb up Tor him not to prejudice the
passage-nisle 5 tha lilfle window at the W. end of the chureh
to be glezed ; (to provide) a foot-puce aboub the lonf lo kneel
on ., . all the laths to be taken out of the windows and iron
buars,

Detehel—Chancel wnnts paving ; the cupbomdd fo be removed
Trom within the rails ; the ceiling of the chaneel over the Com,
Tab. in doeay, and tha ceiling at ench side of the bottom of the
roof in deeny ; the partn, doors to be mended ; bhe reading-desk to
be jofned to the pulpit; the greal seab in le chancel to be laken
awiy, and he old scab to be sew there again, nniform to that on the
N, ride ; o pair staira to be made for the going up into the pulpit,
and the going up to be made out of Lho reading-seat ; the windows
that are stopped up, boll in chnreh and chanecel, to be unstopped
and glazed ; Chvistopher Batler, Fsg/s monament, erected on the
novih side of the chuneel 1549, and ecompassed 1o wilh ivon bars,
which fakellh 3 ¢uarlers of o yard of the chaneel; the Tady
Wheeler's and My, Grithin's sents to be taken lower down to the
marks 3 the Lady Daveell’s sead also . . . (Lo prov.) o new cover for
the font; Mow, Vauke's seal in the N, aisle to he talen lower to thoe
mark ; a board to be plucked down standing upon the back of a
wond meny the 8. door of the middle nisle ; My, Wase's seat to be
taken down to the marle ; and the Viears seat, slonding in the 8.
nisle, to be talen nway ; a seal in the chaneel and somo seals in the
chureh want boording and rvepy. ; the vindows in decay in the glass ;
tho ehaneel wants sentenving ; the Bible mud Servics Bools to be
new boand, which are mueh forn; no hoeod ; no door bo the
poreh ¢ the western window to be new § chnneol and el fn the
foundns, decayed.

Wyrerdshiny—Thao Comwmin, vails fo be thicker with  hanis-
tors *—1 in a spaee—=2 windows in the chancel dammed up ; the 2
new seats in the chancel (built ehsgue) to be taken down, and the
old oneg set Lhore, or ¢lse others lilke them ; the windows in tho N,
pisle pavtly davmmed np; S W, Salter’s to be faken down
aceording to the marlk (with others) ; all the windows broken in the
glags; most of Ghe sends o, . want boarding ;o gollery sot nnder
the belfry, absque, &e., the lash vear, and the framaes of the bells
Iroken , . . the wooden bars in the windows to be thicker . . .
the B, aisle of the chuvelt seems o ba appurently talen away ; the
2. window next the partn. ie the ehaneel to be made lower as for-
merly ; the chanecel wants sentencing ; one of the windows over the
B door dammed up iy the char. hath need of ceiling : the bell
frames so in deeay thab tho hells cannol bo rang . o . the pavement
of the chnreh in deeay; the stecple in great decay, and braced
round with timber and iron pins . . . roof of the chancel in decny;
the church wants vipping in . . . so much that it snows into the
churely; the pulpit wants o buek . ., (ordored) a convenient setilo
to kneol hefore the rails; tho churwns, have not passed their
necounts ; the N, aisle, Lelonging to Wr. Bulstrode, lately leaded,
now newly tiled (Mv, Balstrode fook it away); Citetur Jacobus
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Sparke Gard (innus Eeclesim) pro omiss, and, viz., for that (heabs.)
he absented himself from church oftentimes; and divers absent
themselves from church on Holidays, and lkeep on their hats in
prayer and sermon-time (1!1), and for that he made n gallery,
absque, &e, . . . anew large pulpib.

Colbrool Chapel.—Sir Edwd. Sallter’s seats and Mr, Wilson’s in
fhe chancel too high ; the new seats in the N. aisle to be faken
down as low as the doors of the said seats ; Mr. Burton’s seat to be
turned ; the chapel and all things about it ave vepaired and main-
tnined by the profits of maorkets and faivs ; Mrs, Meal’s seat to be
taken lower according to the mark, and it stands into the aisle
abaque, &e. ; the new parin. boards to be taken down ; Mry, Meal's
geat and the next to it to be made into 3; the seat on the N, side of
the middle side of the middle nisle so broad that it wonld make 4 ;
fhio 2 first panes of the wainscoat to be taken down of the gal-
lery ; the consecration of the chapel to be cortified noxt visita-
tion; the entrance to the seat al the S. side of the rails to be made
al the other end of the seat, and the seat on the N. side o be
turned ; and the entrance into that to be so convenient as the rails
muy stand from one pew to the other, quite cross, and the rails to
be made of the heighth of the door, n.n!l the knobs to be taken off,
and a convenient kneeling bench to be joined to the rails; and the
10 Commadts, in a frame to be fixed over the Table; (to prov.) a
larger Table; no books but Bible and Service Book; there are no
chapel wardens for the town ; no Table of Degrees nor Insbrue-
tions ; no hood nor surplice that is fitking; the chalice to le
mended ; the great scat next fhe partition to be made 4 inches
narrower ; the glass windows in deeay ; Capt. Butler’s and his
wile’s seat to be tuken lower ; the new foni not to be nsed, but the
old one and it to be repaired with a covar.

Wewham.—Chancel wants tiling and sentencing, and the win-
dows of the chancel partly dammed up, and they want glazing ;
the seats of cach side of the rails to be taken away, and the rails
to be seb overthwart from wall to wall, and a little more set in, so
that there may be made a convenient place; pavement near the
Com. Table somewhat sunlk ; seats at the lower end of the church
too high, therefore Lo be made uniform, and the round seat by
the font ; the great seat next the part. (being Mr. Woodward's) to
bo taken down to the mark; no hood ; the light of the little
window in the church to be made fairer and broader, and glazed ;
the N. seat in the chaneel to be made lower aceording to the mark ;
apewber (! | 1) flaggon given by Mr. John Woodward to the church.

Fullmer—(To provide) a new chalice and cover; the Parish
Ulerk to lhiwve a bench joined to the partn, . . . 4 seats in the S,
aisle too high—bnilt by Sir Marmaduke Davell It founder of the
church—viz., two of tze seats being 5 foot higi:, and two of them
4 fool high, and a vault under the said aisle for a burial ; the said
church was built Aun. Dni. 1610, and also consecrated by Bishop
Buarlow,

(T be continued.)





