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and a " confessio " in Buckinghamshire, a county which is generally said to be rather poor in its ecclesiastical remains; and it is to be hoped that the authorities of the church will not allow the crypt to be again buried out of sight, as a very trifling outlay would suffice to pay for the removal of the soil. A plan of this interesting monu-ment will appear in Mr. G. G. Scott's forthcoming essay on the " History of English Church Architecture." 

LOCAL HISTORIES. 
Two additions have lately been made to our County Histories. Mr. John Parker, senior, of High Wycombe, has brought out a quarto volume, with illustrations, entitled " The Early History and Antiquities of High Wycombe," and dedicated to the Right Honourable Charles Robert, Baron Carington. The work was published by subscrip-tion, and at the head of a list of many and influential sub-scribers is H.R H. the Prince of Wales. In a review of it, it is stated to be " a work of which it may be said, without exaggeration, that it is a model of what a con-tribution to county history should be. That its range is limited is, at starting, in its favour; but it is complete without being burdened with detail, and while every page is marked with the evidences of careful and laborious research, yet the compilation has been so judiciously managed, and the matter so well edited, that the volume is far from being dry reading." Mr. Parker has had the satisfaction of receiving the commendations of distinguished antiquarians since the completion and publication of a work, which has been the result of many years of pleasurable labour and research. His son, Mr. J. Parker, junr., F.S.A., proposes to contribute a paper to the next year's RECORDS, on the subject of his father's volume. Mr. Robert Gibbs, of Aylesbury, has published a work, in two volumes, entitled " Local Occurrences," which records, in chronological order, the past events of the locality. The first volume commences with the year 
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A.D. 1400, and is carried on to the end of the year 1700. The second volume is a continuation to the end of the year 1800. This work is exceedingly interesting, and very valuable as a book of reference. It is a source of great satisfaction that the author has stated in a note at the commencement of the second volume, that he " pur-poses to finish his work in a third volume, so as to embrace matters as near as possible to the date of publication." 

thocetbingo of the society. 
A COMMITTEE MEETING was held, July 5th, 1880. The Rev. C. Lowndes stated that, having met and been introduced to the Very Rev. the Dean of Westminster, he asked him if he would he kind enough to conduct the m.-mbers of our Society over the Abbey. His reply was in the affirmative, and " with pleasure." He also stated that he had written to the Arch-bishop of Canterbury to ask permission to visit Lambeth Palace. His reply was also in the affirmative, provided the day fixed would not inter-fere with their arrangements there. He had also written to Dr. Vaughan, the Master of the Temple, to ask for permission to visit the Temple. Dr. Vaughan was sorry he was in residence at Llandaff, but he would instruct the Under-Treasurer to show the Society every attention. Resolved—That an excursion be made to Westminster Abbey, Lam-beth Palace, and Temple Church, and that the Annual Meeting be held on a day that the Dean of Westminster might fix. The Rev. C. Lowndes was directed to make arrangements for carrying out the above resolution. Several new members were proposed and seconded, and will be offered for election at the Annual Meeting. The Annual Meeting and Excursion were fixed for Monday, July 19th, 1880. The Members and their friends assembled at eleven o'clock in the Chapter House of Westminster Abbey, where they were met by the Very Rev. the Dean. He said he was very pleased to meet the Members of the Architectural and Archaeological Society for the County of Buckingham, but he was very sorry he had unexpectedly received a summons to attend a meeting at Lambeth Palace, at twelve o'clock. He would, however, make a few introductory remarks on the Chapter House, and then put them in the hands of his Verger, who was as well acquainted with the Abbey as he was himself. He said it was founded in the time of Henry III , and referred to its architectural features, and to the paintings on the walls, which represented the History of St. John ; but its chief interest consisted in its having been, as it were, the cradle of the British Consti-tution, for the House of Commons held its sittings here for the first three hundred years of its about six hundred years' existence—at least, it is an historical fact that the Commons assembled here in 1377, and con-tinued to use the Chapter House as their meeting-place till the reign of Edward VI., when it was removed to St. Stephen's. The Dean then took leave of them, and said the Verger would show them over every part of the Abbey, particularly those parte not usually open to the public. They would, no doubt, like to see the wax-work figures, which, though poor 




