OBITUARIES

ANGELA VERA COLMER

Angeln Colmer (née Traylen) was born in Muorch
1938 at Guildford, Surrey, and died at Budleigh
Salterton, Devon, in Jnnuary 2007

A lilelong meerest inowild Aowers was fostered
Fronm an early age by her mother and at school, Her
fathers encourngement was in the field of sport
ind Angela’s particulor prowess was in athletics.
She represented Surrey in the Schools Athletic
Association Championships in 1953 and 1954, On
leaving school, Angela entered the Tamily antiquar-
inn  booksclling  business, based in Guildford,
where she remoined until her mormage in 1971,
During that period she developed an interest in
archacology through WE. A, courses progressing to
the London University Diploma i Archacology, on
which course she mel Tony, her uture hushaned.
Angela had completed two years of the four-year
Diploma course when she and Tony moved to
Lancashire. They joined the newly formed West
Laneashite Archaeological Society and Angela
tutored adult education classes in the subject.

Retwrning to- the south, Angela joined the
Buckinghumshire Archacological Society in 1975,
soon after moving o the county, Interested in all
aspects of BAS she, ond Tony, regularly attended
leotures and supported summer outings,  Angela
become actively invalved i the running ol the
Matural History Section from 1978 when she was
clected onto the commitiee, becoming Hon,
Secretury the lollowing year. She held ofTice for
some 21 years, with two short breaks, running the
section with preat efficiency and skill. In 1997
Angela designed the notural history display for a
very successful exhibition celebrating BASs 150
anniversary. Ansorge’s collection of builer(lies, a
central part of the display, proved particulorly pop-
ular with younger visitors, Angela’s natural history
knowledge wos extensive; the Society was very for-
tunate to have had her support for so many years,

Her interest in archaeology continued and she
joined the Buckinghamshire County Musegum's
Archaeologieal Group. She became part of the leg-
endory *Tuesday Group®, which mel ot the Muoseum
and Inter at Halton to wosh and catalogue finds
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from excovations and fieldwnlking, The darts
matches, at the Christmas socials of the Group,
were a highlight of the year and on one oceasion
Anpely won the coveted Roman bone trophy with
Hal Dalwood! Angela completed her Diploma in
Archieology course and wenl on Lo teach the sub-

Ject at W.E A classes.

When Tony retired in 2000, Angela stepped
down as Hon. Secretary of the Natural History
Section as they planned o move away from the
county, however they still maimtained regular con-
taot with BAS until in 2004 they finally found the
right house and location in Budleigh Salterton,
Dievon,

Inevitably with her interest and skills, the
Fairlynch Museum st Budleigh  soon claimed
Angely for their own and she became actively
involved in re-classifying the archacology collec-
tion. She had completed a draft of the re-clossilica-
tion by November 2006 when she became seriously
il and was unable to continue, Tony has taken the
task on ndding it to his own work for the musenm.
The large congregation ot her funeral showed how
well she had setiled into her new home and the
esteem in which she was held in Budleigh.

Angeln had mony falents ond interests outside
BAS, To nome just g few, she was an extremely
competent artisl, dress-maker, embroiderer, lnce-
muker and gardener, She hod great compassion for
animals, particularly cats, and over the years usu-
ally had o family of two, sometimes four, from res-
cue centres. Her other great love was her clnssic
car, an Austin Healey sprite, which she drove fear-
lessly up and down the steep hills of High
Wycombe double-declutching s she went!

The Society extends its sympathy to Tony, her
constant companion wnd supporier.
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SIR OLIVER NICHOLAS MILLAR, G.C.V.O. (1923-2007)

An early product  of the Courtnuld Institute, the
voung Oliver Millur approached Anthony Blunt,
the Survevor of the Queen’s Pictures and in 1947
took n job as his ossistont. Thereafter his entire
career was focussed on the royal eollection, which
was at that time administered in a very amateur and
rather haphazard way. Millar was deeply interested
in British art and in particulur he portraits held by
the Crown, and he was more comfortable than
Blunt in the social aspects of the Surveyor's
department. He set about the monumental task of
cataloguing, and publishing, the entire royal hold-
ing nnd he was responsible for a series of elegant
ciutalogues which used documentary records und
previous inventories, as well as the pictures them-
selves.

In 1972 he succeeded Blunt as Surveyor and
durdng his time in office the collectons were
curated in & much maore organised manner and
became for better known, He superintended sey-
eral imporiant exhibitions, most notahly that on his
special enthusinsm, Anthony Van Dyck. He was a
conscientious and active trustee of the National
Portrait Gallery and the National Art Collections

Fund and a member of the British Academy.
Living in Penn, he and his wife had joined the
Buckinghamshire Archoeological Socicty in 1958
bui were passive members unil 2003 when Sir
Oliver played an invaluable role assisting the
County Museum in its exhibition about the Civil
War in Bueks, Sir Oliver regularly attended exhibi-
tion planning meetings and his  encyclopaedie
knowledge of English couniry house collections
meant that he was able 10 advise the museum in
its choige of works for the exhibition, including
paintings by Van Dyck and Willlam Dobson.
Moreover, no sitter or artist was too obscure or
lowwly to have escaped Sir Olivers attention and the
museum wos able to locote many less well known
representations of locally important figures thanks
to his guidance. He further aided the project by
writing notes on the paintings which he had helped
to select in the catulogue Buckinghamshive in the
Civid War, His good humour and enthusiostic sup-
port were greatly apprecivted and the success of the
2005 exhibition was due in no small part to his
capert involvement.
Greorge Lo

BAMBI STAINTON (21 October 1924 — 27 July 2007)

Bambi was born in Woking, Surrey, the daughter of
M. Alan and Helen Snowdon, In 1930 she went
with her mother 1 live in Bermuda, where her fas-
eination with marine biology began. Her First for-
ol schooling began at the age of fourteen on her
return to England, Afier only two years she was
ready to transfer o Cheltenham Ladies College in
1941, At the commencement of the war, she was
warking as a lechnician in a biology laborulory
then joined the WRNS being posted first to the
Noval dockyards at Rosyth, and then Station X ot
Bletchley Park. Although given a place at ihe
Roval Free Hospital in London, a family decision
tn emigrate W Canada, subsequently reversed,
meant that she had to give up an opportunily o
become a doctor. Later on whilst working in
Cheltenham she met Thomns Stinton, whom she

married in 1949, In 1950 they moved to Bencons-
field, Buckinghamshire,

For the next 25 years Bambi was a dedlcated wife
and mother but by 1974 found time to enrol or o
diplomn in Archocology at Oxford, which she
gained with distinetion three years later. About this
time she joined the Chess Valley Archaeological
Society, which had a Mourishing field section, and
was later to become its Honorary Secrelary. She
bhecame  heavily involved in outside activities,
orguniging feldwaolls ete. Regulor meetings, linds
washing and identification sessions came o be held
at her house, She developed particular expertise in
identifying and drawing worked fling, which led her
1o ofler her services Lo, amongst other the Portland,
Dorset, Mesolithic project, She sow inlo print the
important  Mesolithic  site at  Stratford’s  Yord,
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Chesham  (Rees 31, 1991) and co-nuthored the
excavution of o Romun kiln site al Gerrurds Cross
{fees 29, 1987). Her other published works inelude
The Tee Ape and Afier’ in The drchaeolony of the
Chilrerns, edited by Keith Branigan (1994), which
booklet she assembled, and *Fieldwork ol the Chess
Valley  Archaeological and  Mistorieal  Society
(CVAHS) in the Buckinghomshive Chilterns® in
Holgate R.(1995) Chiltern Archaeology:  recent
wark, She gove many tulks an the mrchacology of
the Chilterns and on her travels, to the Chess Valley
Society and other groups. All of her work was thor-
augh and of a high standard,

She guve much pssistance to the County Muscum
through its County Museum Archaeologicnl Group,
joining in ficldwalks and  helping on excovations

whatever the weather, and frequently appearing
with welcome refreshments for the excavators,

Al 62 yewrs of npe she gave o home o her grand
children, Abigail and Julian and began a strong
assoointion with St Michpels and All Angels,
Beaconsficld, [n her later years although slowed by
arthritis, she managed w visit all of the historic
ploces she hod wanted to visit as o child, the
Yorkshire Abbeys, Egypt, the Grand Canyon, Petrn,
Malin, and Crote,

Her husband Tom died in 1985, She is survived
by three sons, Rowan, Timothy and Nigel.

This obituary includes information Kindly sup-
plicd by Bambi's family,

ME/MWSCIT

EDWARD LEGG

As this volume is going o press, the Society is
very sad to learn of the death of Ted Lepg, the

Socielys Choirman for many years. An obiluary
will be included in Ree 2009,
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