ASTON CLINTON HOUSE 1923-1932

DIANA GULLAND

fir am eotrlier papen, the authae soted Wl in 1923 Dedbbers Edweard Bredin-Cravwford -
ehased Axton Clinton House i onder o vun Bt as g school,) Tlis paper investigates the howse
i the 1920 nd cxpdying wily aned fiove the Rothschild family stifl maintained their connection
fo it Evelve Waugh's disvey af iy time as o sehoolmaster wf the sehool is drawn upon. Thae paper
Soltows the schoal ithrough to iy sudden demise In T3 ad the snthseguent ruther hizarre
aftenpts b Crawdord ba furn e hoise fato @ country clih, which led to bankropie.

BACKGROUND

After the death of Sir Anthony de Rothschald, n
1876, his wife, Lady de Rothsehild, continued to
live in Aston Clinton House until her own death in
1910 The whole estiie then reverted 1o the Roth-
schild Estate ond Liongl de Rothsehilds three sons
Malhaniel (Mirst Lord Rothschild) of Teing Pork,
Alfred of Halton House, and Leopold of Ascott
House, jointly inherited the nteresl. During the
Fust World War the house had heen used by the
Commanding Oflieer of the Twenty-first Division,
then encamped on the Halton estate. Sir Anthony’s
doughters Constance (Lady Battersea) and Annie
Yorke remnined m intermittent oecupation nnd kept
the cstate going until 1923, By 1923 Lionel s three
sons had died and the Hon, N, Charles Rothschild,
Mathaniels son, had inherted the estate, However
he died in October 1923 and his executors were his
widow Hon. Rowsikn Rothsehild, Hon,  Francis
Koberi  Henley and Roland  Edmuomd  Lomnx
Vaughan Willinms, a barrister.”

Rozsika Rothschild had been dealing with ler
hushand’s afTairs for some years prior to his death,
due o his il bealth, and amongst her concermns was
the upkeep of the Aston Clinton estate, In May
1921 the Bothschilds® soliciors, Horwood & Inmes
of Aylesbury, wrole to Rozsika nlorming ber thoi
the Air Ministry was interested in buying Aston
Clinton House, The Rookery (a small Queen Anne
residence 1o the west of S Michael's church),
Morth Camp ond part of the grounds but not the
whole estute, Horwood & Jimes were aiempting (o
convince Lady Battersen that she should sell, as the
upkeep was £10,000 poa., and move to The Rook-
ery. Lady Batterses was reluctant to move but was
encourpged by the Ailr Ministry's interest and
hoped that the howse and grounds would be used as
n hospital or eonvalescent home, Unforiunately,

due to u Treasury veto, the Air Ministry withdnew.
Variows other people had expressed an interest in
the estate, including Lord Onslow’s sen-in-law; the
lormer Rector of Weston Turville and Rev, Saville
of Fenny Compton, bul no sale had been trns-
neted .’

[n July 1923 the whole estate was put on the
market, to be ouctioned by Messes, Farebrother and
Ellis, chartered surveyors. The estate comprised
about 342 acres and included the mansion and
grounds, o timbered park. The Rookery, Rookery
Farm, kitchen gorden, weekend cotlnge and several
other coltages to be sold either us o whole or in
eight Lots.

LOT L, (Fig. 1) which is the mnin concern of this
paper, was listed gs:

The frechold residential estote: Aston Clinton
Park with 165 aeres is approsched by the North
Dhriviz From the village of Aston Clinton, which is
situated nbout mid-way between Aylesbury and
Tring, It is four miles south-east from the marke
town of Aylesbury with s stations served by the
London dnd North Eastern, Greal Western und
Metropolitun Railways, about 3% miles from
Tring, three miles from Sioke Mandeville Sto-
tion on the Metropolitnn Ratlway and about 35
miles from London. The Mansion, which is
immediately  surrounded by well-wooded
grounds, stonds in a linely-timbered park which
is approuched by two corringe drives, each with
o lodpe (East ond North lodges) ot entrance, The
drive from the North Lodge traverses the greater
part of the Park and is a very pleasant appronch
o the mansion, Shorily before reaching the
house il passes over o bridge spanning a pictur-
cague dell, Both drives, ot their terminotion,
encirele @ beautifol formal garden with Talion
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Ficure 1| Plan of LOT 1. From 1023 Sale Catalogue of mansion and estate. Dy courtesy of
Buckinghamshire Archaeologieal Sociely
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Frauvre 2 South-gast front and entrance fronl of Aston Clinton House, From 1923 Sale Catalogue of
mansion and estate, By courtesy ol Buckinghamshire Archacological Society

balustrading, with central Nower beds and lowns
with groups of statuary, (Fig.2)

The accommodation in the house was summarised
as entrance and inner halls, dining room, billird
room, conservalory, morming room, library, drawing
roomm, smoking or calk room, ball room, ladies™ sit-
ting roam, boudoir, thirteen principal bed and dress-
ing rooms, four bath rooms, complete domestic
offices and seventeen secondary and servants” bed
rooms. (Figs. 3, 4, 5) . LOT | also included stabling
for 32 horses with accommodation for staff, a blaclk-
smith’s shop ond o Wwwer with living and sleeping
quarters, pordens and  pleasure  grounds  which
included on Mtolinn sunk garden, the park and kitchen
and vegetable gardens with an extensive collection
of  glasshouses. The other importunt buildings
included in LOT | were the Privole Gas Works and
Model Farm buildings. The Gas Works, [rom wlhich
the supply of gos wos genemted for the Estale, was o
short distance away from the house on the Ay lesbury
tor Tring Road and included o cottnge, Model Farm

buildings were lociled between Green End Stroel
and Twitchell Lone and comprised catfle sheds
around an enclosed fold ywd. Three rooms were
used by the villnge as a cricket pavilion with two
dressing rooms, as this was adjacent to the cricket
pitch, and there was also a stockman’s cottage. *

In July 1923 Dr. Albert Edward Bredin-Craw-
ford wrote to Farebrother and Ellis, informing them
that he wished (o estublish a school not too Far from
London and thought that the mansion might be
guitable for the purpose. In  correspondence
between Farchrother and Ellis, the executors and
Horwood and James, the vendors’ solicitor, (he
progress of the sale to Crawford can be followed,
Crowford was prepared to offer £15,0000 for LOT |
but asked if the purchase could be spread over 8
years, He was asked 17 he would consider & years,
which he pgreed o, and the executors were advised
to accept the offer;

In view of the very large initinl expenditure
which he would have to maolke in order to adapt
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Fiaure 3 Dining Room, Aston Clinton House. From 1923 Sale Catalogue of mansion and estate,
By courtesy of Buckinghamshire Archacological Socicty
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Fiaumre 4 Ball room, Aston Clinton House. From 1923 Sale Catalogue of Mansion and estate.
By courtesy of Buckinghamshire Archacological Socicty

238



Astorn Clinfon Howse 19231932

Fioure 5 Billiard room, Aston Clinton Hoose, From 1923 Sale entalogue of Monsion and estate.

(5]

Lhe property to his purpose, Mr. Crawlord cannal
see his woy o pay down o lorge sum on comple-
tion, even wlthough he could oblain o substantiol
part of the purchase money by way of morigage.
It would seem, therefore, that unless your elient
15 prepared oo enterigin 4 sale on the basis of
instalments spread over a few years il is no use
negotinting with D, Crawford any further,

Lady Hattersea was still anxious for the Air Min-
istry to tnke the house, they hod expressed renewed
interest in September 1923, particularly in LOT 1,
bl in October they Coally decided not 1o purchase
us, ifler wking expert advice, they concluded that
the house was not suilable for conversion to o hos-
pital or convaleseent home,

After further discussions over fixtures and fit-
tings, on 22 December 1923 the executors aceepted

Crawford's offer of E15,000. Aflter a deposit of

£1,500 a8 mortgage was effected to secune £13,500
on (he unpaid portion of the purchiose money 1o be
payable by instalments. These were to be paid at the
rate of £1,500 a year for two years, £2,(00 n yvenr
fior two years und £2 6606, 13s4d. 4 year for three
years, #ll yearly in advanee on 31 Januury, 1f the

Yy courtesy of Bockinghamshire Archocological Society

instalmenis were not paid on time live per cenl
interest was to be ndded, It was agreed that the pay-
ment of all mstolmenes would be secured on the
property by a mortgage in fee to be prepared by the
vendors' solicitors af the expense of the purchaser,
“The said purchase price shall include all fixtures
and fittings in or ghout the premises and also three
Console Tables which are now in the stuble build-
ings und the Mre hose and ftings ot the man-
sion..."

At the time of the npreement severnl estate cof-
tapes were still oceupied by former employees of
the Rothschilds, W.H. Warren, the head gardener,
occupicd the Hend Gardeners Lodge; George
Bates, the night-watchman, occupied The Lodge;
George Reeves, the pas works engineer, occupied
Cins Works Cottage and Walter Ball, the farm fore-
man, oceupicd the cottnge ot Model Farm. It was
agreed that the sale should not be delayed by any of
the eottages remaining IFl-‘UllI-'.IjI:ELS' ® Electornl Reg-
isters show that Bates stayed on at The Lodge until
1927 but the other coltages were immediately
vnented.

Details of the sales of the remainder of the Asion
Clinton estate, which took place during 1923 and
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1924, appeared in the Bucks Herald, By 5 January
1924 Messrs. Farebother & Ellis, chartered survey-
ors, had sold privately, the whole estate with the
exceplion of Rookery Farm.” In Aupgust 1924
Rookery Farm wus sold to WA, and A Walker for
L4, 500, Miss Annn Moligue's Institute, on the cor-
fier of Tring Road and Brook Street, was sold in
May 1924, Miss Moligue, a German friend of Lady
de Rothschild, had settled in Aston Clinton and
involved herselfin local good works including set-
timg up o village library and troining institution for
domestic servants in 2 Rothschild building which
became known as (he Institute. Most of the remain-
ing Rothschild-built houses in the village were sold
to sitting tenants.*

The house was empty when Crowford took pos-
session sinee, in July 1923, the contents had been
put up for auction. The sale had included all soft
furnishing, French and lalian furniture, garden
statunry ond seats.” There was some discussion
with a Mr. Davis, who had put in an offer for the
marble statuary, Davis wanted the boy figures and
vases from the house and bridge, but Lady Bat-
tersea wanied to move them to The Pleasaunce, her
heuse at Overstrand in Norfolk. An offer had also
been made for the carved pancls in the dining
room but Lady Battersea wanted them left in the
house as she felt that their presence would help the
gle 10

Crowford's immediate concerns were the insur-
ance and maintenance of the house, He employed
local contractors, including Howkins and Hallohan
of High Street Aylesbury, 1o carry owl electrical
work. He had asked Horwood and James if they
could recommend o pood architect and o suitable
builder to install sanitary ond bath fittings, which
he eonsidered his First priority,'!

Turning now to the grounds and buildings, thot
formed part of the purchase, Crawford let the grie-
ing rights to Mr. Burnlinm, o local firmer, as he had
no intention of farming the land himselll In corre-
spondence with Horwood & Jomes in December
1924, Crawiord explaned thot be needed more
money from Burnham as “he must have got at least
20 tons of first class hay from the lush mendows
towards Halton'. He thought that the grazing rights
were cheap ot £180p.n. but suggested letting Burn-
burm have it for another year but if he was unwill-
ing 1o pay another tenant should be oblained, The
Cins Works, at Buckland Wharf, were sold in
December 1924, This left Model Farm uand the

cricket ground, which was offercd 10 Crawford for
one year at £25 rent, with an u[pti'un of purchosing
at LS00 which he did in 1925." The purchase lefi
the village without o ericket ground and proved o
be u sore point thut coused friction between village
and school., Crowlord was happy to lend the ground
to the village for sports days and other events, and
during August and September, but was adamunt
that the school would need it every Saturday in
term. The Parish Couneil negotiated with Craw ford
for the purchase of the fire apporatus, previously
owned by the Rothshilds, ns the village was setting
up its own fire brigade.!?

THE SCHOOL AND 1TS HEADMASTER

e Albert Edward Bredin-Crawford (1863-1952)
wits educated ot Trinity College Dublin, obtnining
his L.L.IY in 1895, From 1904 to 1911 he founded
and wos Headmaster of a preparatory school, called
Grange School, in East Croydon, subsequently re-
named St Anselm’s. "™ From 1916-1919 he was a
mathematics master al Harrow School, In 1923 he
founded another preparatory school in temporary
accommodation ot Pythouse, Tisbury, Wiltshire. It
was this school that he moved to Aston Clinton,

What miade Crawford, then oged sixty, embark
on sueh o project at a time of economic instability?
As plready mentioned he hod previous experience
of founding 0 school bul Aston Clinton was n very
ambitious project, He confessed that:

May 1 say quite plainly that | have a stff up-hill
struggle in front of me to bulld up my school in
order that it will be a paying concern that 1 am a
long way from being a capitalist: and that | shall
need all the consideration and help | can get
from everybody from the moment | gel into res-
idence at Aston Clinton,'?

There would have been various options open o
Crawford including a puoblic appeal, n business
operation o which he would hove flonted a com-
pany, or funding through the generosity of a private
beneluctor. There is no evidence to show which
route he took. The Education Acts of 1918 and
1921 had included provisions for o census ol pri-
vute schools, While some progress was made, the
situntion at the end of the First World War and into
the 19205 is obscure, Very little evidence of what
wits actually happening in individual schools is
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avitilable. It waos not until the 1944 Education Act
that registration for private schools was introduced,
Mo official records of Aston Clinton School, Pyt-
house School or of SL Anselms have been traced.

However a parallel may be drawn with a schoal
founded in the 1890s by Alexander Devine at Gle-
beland, Milcham, Surrey. In 1933, after several
moves, the school settled at lwerne Minster,
Dorset, in the manor house built by Lord Wolver-
ton, and became known as Clayesmore House
Schoal, The connection with Aston Clinton is not
only a similarity of lortunes over the years but il
was o Iwerne Minster that Crawford moved in
1932 after the closure of Aston Clinton. Alexander
Devine hod acguired half of his initinl pupils from
public schools afer having written 1o the headmas-
lers offering to tuke over their fallures and misfils
and to givie them more attention in small classes i.e.
his school would be a *erammer’. The only option
tor public schoals with pupils who were poor per-
formers, and unlikely to goin entrance to university,
was expulsion which was not good for the image of
the school. Crawford may have [ollowed Devine's
striotegy when recruiting for Pythouse and Aston
Clinton,

An advertisement in The Times headed “Pyt-
howse.., Wiltshire and Aston Chnton Park, Buck-
inghpmshire”  pdvised  that  the move  from
temporury nceommoedation at Pythouse to Aston
Clinton Parle, recently purchosed from the Hon,
N.C. Rothschild, would mke place in April 1924,
The school, deseribed as o quasi-public school with
Fron, Harrow, ete. ideals, would be known as Aston
Climton School, Buckinghamshive, and the summer
term would begin on & May, 192410

The prospectus lor the school al Pythouse, doted
May 1923 survives.!” For Aston Clinton School a
small undated brochure, without any text, shows
the interior of the house with the billiard room in
use w8 a elassroom and the dining room equipped
with institutionnl tables and choirs, In the grounds
there are pictures of the boys playing cricket and
football, This may have been a prospectus for the
school,'® (Figs. 6,7) Strangely, neither the school
nor Crawford are listed in the contemporary Buck-
inghamshire dircetories, although they do appear in
Wiltshire directories when the school was at Pyi-
house. Assuming that the details in the prospectus
for Pythouse also npply 10 Aston Clinton, the pur-
pose of the school would have been to provide edu-
cation and training of the best public school type: a
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smaller school following as closely as possible the
lines of those schools, The aim was to provide *for
parents, who anyway prefer it, a smaller establish-
ment for their boys, where their potentials can be
properly developed” and “The proper individual
altention required ol most times by all boys, and
alwiys by some’. The fees were 60 guineas o term
up to the age of sixteen, afterwards 70 guinens.

At Pythouse the forms were small with no more
than twelve 1o fifteen boys per masier. The cur-
riculum was based on the revised requirements of
the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge. These
had been recently broadened with modern lan-
punges instend of Greek, and now included Enp-
lish subjects [ History, Literature and Composition)
as well as Physics and Chemisiry (science hid
become a necessity for national survival, and in
particular for many posts of leadership at the top
levels). The prospectus claimed that boys educated
at the school would not experience any diffieulties
with their entronee exams for universitics, Dr,
Craw ford maimtuined that the *energies and enthu-
sinsms of bovhood sre braced and heartened by
hard work lor reasonably short periods, and that
even the indolent boy tends to become diligent,
and the backward boy interested nnd eager to muke
good.' Sports were well represented at the schoal,
showing v contemporary approach, as from the
8705 to 19208 rugby and cricket had groduated
From pastimes and boyish oceupations (o the stuius
of & major part of the curriculum, A scheme to give
boys un opportunity to learn practical farming,
concurrently with their school work in their last
vear or two, was apparently under consideration,
but whether this was ever carried out at Pythouse
is not clear; certninly, as olready mentioned, Crow-
ford had no intention of farming the estte ol
Aston Clinton,

The Pythouse prospectus lsts the prepomtory
sehools from which some of the boys came and this
included Swanbourne School, Winslow. Another
was Windelshom School, Surrey where the Head-
master was Oswald Bradnack, with whom there are
two local connections; one of his pupils became o
genern| proctitioner in Thame, Oxfordshire nnd his
grandson currently lives in Haddenham, Bucking-
hamshire. Among the parents and puardians of
some of the boys were RL Hon. Lord Heytesbury,
General Sir F.C Poole, and Lady Marjory Binney.
Lord Heytesbury had only one son, William
Leonard Frank Holmes & Court, who later marmicd
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Fisure & Billiard room in wse as a classroom. From g probuble prospectus for Aston Clinton House
School. By courtesy of Hilda Isabel Muarriott
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Fieuie 7 Aston Clinton House School dining room. From a probable prospectus for the School. By cour-
tesy of Hilda lsabel Murrion
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Crawford’s youngest daughter Beryl, There was
also a list of people to whom reforence could be
made, including the Rev, Lionel Ford, Headmaster
of Harrow and several Harrow masters,

STAFF AND PUPILS

Perhaps the most famous person connected with
the school was the writer Evelyn Waugh who was
an assistant master from 1925 to 1927, Educated af
Loneing College ond Hertford College, Oxlord,
Waugh admitted 1o having done very little aca-
demic work while ar University, which resulted in n
third class degree. What he did do at Oxford was to
drink heavily, becoming o member of the Hyp-
ocrites Club. As pubs were out of bounds t under-
graduntes o number of drinking elubs sprang up
within the colleges ond the Hypoerites Cluby was
the most notorious, 1t had a reputstion for homo-
sexunl activities as well as notous drinking ond wos
Cinally closed down in 1924, A meal 10 celebmle
the coming of age of Waugh's fricnd Lord Elmley,
and the demise of the Hypocrites Club, was held at
the Spreadeagle Inn. Thame, imous lor its eecen-
tric host, John Fothergill, who wrote;

A party ol 50, the last, the funeral bake meats of
the just-suppressed-ty-the-proctors  club
Haorold Acton made o speech full of ineredible
precocity and rare quotations which would hove
surprised Aubrey Beordsley ... The doncing was
terrific. | have on image os of wild goots and ani-
mils leaping in the air ... | am grateful o the
Hypoerites set. Whatever their indiscretions and
unpapularity in Oxford, they did like good furm-
ture und o beautilul room, good food and wine
and they practised conversation, "

Afer University, Waugh had alrendy seen himsell
as a writer but then felt that he could not compele
with his brother Alec, already a successtul author.
Also o competent artist. Waugh enrolled for o term
at art college but did not find it to his taste, Need-
ing to earn =ome money he decided to try his hond
gl teaching. His First post was ot Arnold House in
Llandulas, a school catering mainly for the sons of
professional Tomilies from Lancashire and Treland,
Liter he used the school, as Llunbba Custle, in
‘Oectine and Fall', Unhappy at Amold House, in
1925, he npplied for other posts and was appointed
to Aston Clinton School Trom September ol tha
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yeur, One of his Oxford friends, Richard Plunke
Gireene, was already teaching there and hod alerted
him 1o the vacancy, Plunket Greene was a heavy
drinker and former member of the Hypoerites elub
He lefl Aston Clinton at the end of 1925 1o become
music masier at Laneing College, Waugh's old
school,

Waugh's diares, although full of records of
Uruakeness and 8 sprinkling ol scandals, do pro-
Vide a contemporary account of his tine of Aston
Clinton and the only details that exist of the school,
The digries have been used extensively in the next
section of this paper?”

One entry desoribes Wough's artval on his st
chiy ol term, 1925, aecompanied by Greene and his
Fancée Elizbeth.

2401925, It was o dreary beginning of term.
Richurds car was aflected with o “wheel wobble’

. and he artived very lote; we drove down in
cold twilight and reached Aston Climon just
carly enough for us 1o go into dinner very late ...
there wos dead silence while we sor down ot o
Rleak tmhle i front of a prodigioos ewer of water,
Adter o wretched dinner we ook Richard’s car o
have the wheels mended and sat for o while hud-
il over the e at The Bell Inn in the village,
all three of us decply depressed. Scon Elizabeth
ledt for London and left us to o house of echoing
and ill-lit passapes and a frightful common-
TOCET.

Waugh's Tirst impression of the school, although
not quite favourable, was that it was much betier
run than Amold Houose, by o besdmaster who at
least mode nn atlempt o treat bovs and sindf
decently,

25/9/1925, The timetable 1s not finished and |
have hod o lairly easy time. The Headmaster
made a specch to the boys telling hem how dif-
lzrent he was [rom other headmasters who, when
bowys brodee thimes, would beat them for i1, while
he nppealed to them ns gentlemen not o do such
i thing again. All this in 0 most unattractive and
wlfeeted manner, T ok lunguid, lengthy, ond
incredibly lpnorant boys in English ... alter tea |
supervised nn examination and tought bovs Eng-
lish ...

26/ 1925, | tnught bovs in the moming ond after
a rather glom swakening began to be o linle
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more at home in ths ightfol school. . .alier
luncheon | played football and afler that had a
bath in a murvellously luxurious bath — the only
physical comfort | have been able 1o discern in
this prodigious house,

1101925, T hod 1o teach shootimg in the morn-
ing which was rather o farce because | let them
shoot with the guard over the foresight and the
wind puape registering o hurricane, However
even when this was put right they failed to hit the
tarpets ... Aller luncheon, while Richord wos
wailing to inke me to London, Crowlord drew
me nside ‘to compare our ideals’, | pot some
money out of him for the Libmry and drowing
class, [In London] after tea | bought plaster casts
for the mad boys who draw. ..

14/12/1925. There are only two more doys lefi in
this term ond [ am glad of it ... | am tired of this
term und most of the boys, Some are charmimg,
| go ond talk to them in the evenings usoally, and
that 15 the nicest part of the diy. | an rehearsing
i seene from The Tempest with them.

Wiugh seems to hove got on well with Dr. Craw-
lord and his Tamily, He describes inking teo, with
his friend Richard, with Dr. Crowford's davsghters
Darothy and Vern “in an enormous drawing-room
with nakedness on the roof " (o relerence 1o the
Tulinnnte ceiling). At another time, tnking tea with
Dorethy and Vera, they were jomed by Beryl, their
younger sister, nnd her loneé Bill Holmes & Courl,
Al the start of @ new term in January 1926 Cras-
ford offered Waugh a room in the stable block
which he found more comforiable onee he i
bought some furniture. Later that yveor e com-
ploined of the cold, coal being very short and the
weather inclement. He mentions that the only good
thing about the house was the bathrooms, As
already mentioned, Crawlord made plumbing and
sanitury Rttings his first prionty,

The School was close to The Bell public house.
then owned by Mr. & Mrs, John Herbert Gladding.
Waugh spent a great deal of his leisure time at The
Bell, frequently eating and drmking there in prefier-
ence o consuming the school meals, and entertiin-
ing his fiiends from London and Oxford:

41171925, Enormous body arrived from Ox ford
in three cars Arden Hillinrd, Cloud | Cocldwurn,
Waogh's cousin from Tring], Maoithew Ponsonby,
two Hardings, Michael Tundy, Pamick Gamble

el others, They were n little drunk when they
arrived and drank masses of beer at The Bell,
Match (Rugly ) was o success, There was a little
school alter tea — one perod dunng which they
broke their motor cars and overrun Dr Craw-
ford’s flower beds and dranle more beer. After-
wiards when they hod ol gone wway ... Mr,
Glodding was lomenting the cheap red wing
which Arden [Hilliard] had poured over his
Dhuteh table, we found that oo one had paid any
money ot all and Richard and | were lefl o fhee
a bill of some I8 or £9.

AWL1926. On Toesday night Bichord and Liza
suddenty armived and | got drunk ... | have had to
start another account at The Bell, Nothing more
happenad until Saturday, | plaved games and
talled to the children und ute o fow meals at The
Rell.

On the previous Thursday Horold Acton [a
lifelong friend of Waugh, he had been the domi-
nint undergraduate acsthete of his Oxlond gen-
eration] came over in a car from Oxford for the
doy ... we lunched and had tea ot The Bell and
dined ar (the Spreadengle) Thame. We all dined
it the George [Oxdord] and becime enormously
drunl, 1t was quite Hke the Hypocrites days”,

Waugh complained aboul the quality and quantity of
this food provided 1o the school and deseribed how
the bovs want in o deputntion to Dr, Crowford carry-
g some bad meat but were repulsed, Moo
Lowe, an Aston Clinton resident at the time, remem-
bered seeing the bovs buying loaves of bread from
the village buker to supplement their school diet?!
In addition e spending time ot The DBell, Waogh
went shopping, ond to the cinema, in Aylesbury, and
travelled frequently (o London and Owxlord. In Joou-
ary 1926, Richard Plunket Greene bought him a
Douglas motor bicyele, which meant that he could
travel around with preater ease. The motor cyele
proved to be unreliohle mnd o few months later
Waugh invesied in a Francis Barnett but that also
gave him some difficult moments. (Fig. 8)

[O/a 1926 Ate an early dinner at a chop-house in
Fleet Sirect, and started for Aston Clinton, From
then on everything wenl wrong. | had a punclure
in the Strand and got it mended only after push-
ing it a long way, In Kilburn | ran out of petrol
and spent half an lhowr getting some, Then the
tyre went flae again. T Finally left it there, A
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Frgure 8 Evelyn Waugh outside Aston Clinton House School 1925, Reproduced with the permission of
the Hvelyn Wough Estate. Note that the urns have been removed from the balustrade shown in Fig. 2, thay
were either sold or transferred to The Pleasaunce, Overstrand, in 1923

leinddly man ot o coffee-stall told me that o milk-
lorry lafl the stall at 5 for Avlesbury. The early
trains are gll off and this seems the only way 1o
get back, [Went 1o hus mothers house until carly
mornimg], At daom. 1 owalked o Cricklewood,
The milk-lorry never tumed up, AL 5.300m. o
man in a newspaper von offered me a il as T
as Elstree, From there | walked to Bushey, gol o
bus to Watford, o train to Rickmansworth,
another rain to Wendover, and o taxi (o school at
ahoul 9. Since then | have been rather tired.

The spring of 1926 was the time of the General
Strike. At the beginning ol the summer term in Moy
only fifeteen pupils twrned up, Crawford went
gway, leaving another master in command, ond
Waugh decided to *escape the boredom under a
colour of duty® nnd enrolled as a desputch rider and
later as 4 Specinl Constable, However afler severul
days when he turned up for duty and waos told he
was not owanted he obinined o dischorge  and
returned to the school,

Waugh had made an carly attempt al a novel,
never published, while at Arnold House and contin-

ved to write al Aston Clinton, e wrote 'The Bal-
anees o vern of the peod old davs of broad tousers
and figh necked jumpers'; oo short story which he
senl to vardous publishers including Leonard Woolf,
hoping for publication by the Hogarth Press, In
Oetober 1926 it was eventually secepted lor publi-
cution in 'Georgian Storfes’, edited by his brollet
Allec: Waugh was poid £2.55.6d. On the strength of
this success, Wough wrole to the publishers Kogun
Paul, who were publishing o humorous seres on
the future, w suggest himself as the mwthor of
"Nowh, ar the flstiere of intoxication ' but this did not
materialise. The previous vear Wough had decided
o write o book on the Pre-Raphaelites. He found
the subject absorbing and hod o partioular admin-
tion for Holman Hunt, o whom be was distantly
related, and Rossetti™ His great friend Alistoir
Gruham (later to Torm part of the chumeter of
Sebastian Flyte In "Brideshead Revisited ') come Lo
stay at The Bell for o few days and informed Waugh
thit hee had purchased a printing press (ol one time
they had shared an ambition to own one) and asked
i to write something for i, Waugh's essay “PRE;
am essay an the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood 1847~
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T334 was privately printed by Grobam an the press
which he had npamed The Shokespeare Heod,
Waugh used his artistic skills to draw *a charming
cover design [or the school magazine’ and no doola
ilso contributed to il Unforunately oo trace has
been found of any of the issues of the magazine,

[t 15 bard to gun any idea of the number of boys
ot the School and it is not known how many ol them
trunsferred from Pythouse. The photograph of the
dining voom, at Aston Clinton, shows tables and
chairs for approximately thirty bovs, The elass
room photograpled hos room for about twelve
pupils. As olready mentioned, Pvthouse School bod
smiall elnsses for about twelve boys and apparently
Clayesmaore School had & wial ol only thirly pupils,
Waugh refers to four new pupils at the beginning of
o term and reflected (hal it wos diftiedll o play
pamines successiully with only ten per side. Waugh
befriendad two pupils, bue enly refers o them by
their christian nemes of Edmund and Charles. They
kepr s raom elean and tdy and ollen ook tes
with himn bn 1926 he mentions that a boy called
Blackburn hod been pul mto the dormitory with
Edmund and Charles. At vne of the e parties
Wiungeh was joincd by two prefects and a boy called
Baxendale, probubly the son of Mrs. Baxendale
who s listed as one of the parents with pupils al
school in the Pythouse prospectus. Waugh also
mentiong o “swigeering boy called Kelly, who is
subject o epilepsy’, who may have been the son off
EN Eelly of Bast Preston, Sussex, who s nlso
listed amongst the parenis in the Pythouse prospec-
tus, A hoy ealled Kelly staved at Waugh's paremis’
house In London dusing o vacation. Waugh refers
to o match agninst an Owlord school being won
through the efforts of n boy called Archie Hording,
by thie Dot 19208 there wre reports i the Bucks Her-
ald, of crivket matches against the Bucks County
Surveyors X1 or Aston Clioton village. In a match
appins| the village an 26 July 1929 some puplls are
listed by nome Baker, Prichard, Ellis, Byfield,
Tompking, Hollins, Barry, Pearce, Davies, Lewin
and Leather® Meference hos already been made to
CUrwlond's fulure son-in=law, William Holmes i
Court, as a pupil at Pythouse but he had presum-
ably plrendy lefi the school hefore it transferred w
Aston Clinton. He mueridd Crawlord's voungest
daughter Beryl in May 1926 und gradunted from
Pembroke College, Cambridge, in 1928, He would
have been eighteen years old when the school
transferred 1o Aston Clingon,

Woogh wns only twenty two years 0f pge when
he storted leaching et Aston Clinton, ot muoch
older than the boys, and seems o have haid a good
relutionship with them, As mentioned sbove. his
happiest times were when he went to lulk o the
boys in the evenings, Christopher Svkes, a friend
nnd official biographer, savs that Wough told him
that some ol the bovs, who had lost fathers m the
| 9141 & war, asked him 1o observe the *2-minute
silence' with them on Armistice Doy as Crawlond
had refused (o recognise (1 It s not elear whether
Wangh carried oot their wishes but it wonld have
been contrary to his opinion, in Movember 919,
that the event was ‘o disgusting wdea of artificial
reverence and sentimentality”.

Waough described reeulation dress for masters as
nmorming cont Tor daily wear nnd @il hote and il
couls for church, Waugh's salary was initinlly £40 0
term but after an arpument with Ceowford, who had
promizad an inerease, it was mised o £50 (his
sitlary al Armold House had been £160 per aniuym),
Crawford refers o (. Webl s one of his nssistant
musters whe is mentioned ngain in o letter from the
Rev. Cobu in commection with the use of the cricke
wround, ™ Wangh's friend Richard Munlet Greene
taught music. Woagh fimself took English, drwe-
ingz, and supervised games, Caplain Leonard Hyde-
Lipward, nicknamed *the cavalry officer” was an
usher Another usher wos Tetley bot he apparently
fefl after on arewment with Crawioed over the date
for coding term. The pames master was Gleed,
from Brosenose College, responsible for teaching
fennis, shooting, hockey, boxing, foothall, rughy,
physicul education, drill and ronning. Gleed had o
fadrly rough tme as he was unpopulor with the boys
nod ot very pood at his job, Waugh referred to
another muster called Chambers ns “dotly Adee’,
Clifford George Attwell wos o new usher, an ex-
King® School, Worcester, bov who had groduated
from Christ Church, Ostord, in 1926, Adoost ee-
total on arvival in January 1927 Woogh introduced
him to the delights of The Bell and they became
diinking compamons, Several other pames appear
in the Electornl Registers under Asion Clinton
School and were probably masters. From 1925 to
(926 William Steer; 1926 to 1929 Lawrence Gray,
1927 Charles West; 1928 Cuthbiert Licwelyn Rice;
and 1938 1o 1930 Humish Rutherfond.

Lnfortumately for the history of the schoal, the
dinry enmigs tor Aston Clinten end in Janoary 1927
when Waugh and Avwell were sacked following a
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might of drunkeness i which Waogh had made
passes at the matron, Crawford discovered them the
following morming luughing about their escapade
and dismissed them on the spot. Waugh had to
leave immediately, Attwell was allowed o stay wntil
the end of tenm. (Cruwlord may bave changed his
mine about Attwell as his name still appeared in the
October 1928 Electoral Register),

20201927, Upward  [Captain Hyde-Upward)
very prnve and helplul, the bovs shy ol being
seen speaking o me, | owalked in the min o
Stoke Mandeville o meet Bobbie, T pucked hur-
redly leaving my books 1o come on by goods
anl shipped away Teeling rather [ihe o housemnid
who hus been caught stealing ploves. | rang up
my parents to apprise them of oy eoming, ood
dined in a very sorrowdul housaeheld,

Findng it dalticult 1o obtain teaching posts afier his
dismissal, Wangh was appoimted 1o 8 tempomry
post for o ferm at a schoal [ Notting Hill, In April
1927 however, his coreer as o schoolmaster ended
and his literary career hogan.

Frow SCHOOL TO SYNDICATE

It appenrs that Crawlord was strugeling Fnancially
with the school. In Jonudary 1925 he had enguired
of the executors if they would nceept a cash settle-
mant. The execulors” soliciors advised them that
they should allow o reasonable discount on the
15,000 if Crowfords offer was pccepled, and
while this would have been on attrmetion to lim, e
did not pursue i, Crowford poid the early Instnl-
ments of the morteage in 1925 and 1926, but noth-
i was paicd jn 1927 and subsequent poayments
were erratic, In October 1926 Waagh had recorded
‘the Headmaster spent most of the day showing a
man over the school ... | suppose he is trylng to sell
it', Crawford made some nttempt to catch up with
payments as Redhead, moa letter to Rozsika Roth-
sultild an 1929, felt that he wos doing quite well
with the school, But by 1930 he owed £7,250 plus
£471,155.1d. interest, 27

Severnl times during 1928 and 1929 Crowlond
had placed advertisements for pupils in The Times.
m which he extolled the virtues of the school, its
worderful aecommodation and grounds. There was
g sense of desperation as the adverts became more
and more elaborate. The qualifications of teaching
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stafl” were extolled and the house described as
stianding in grounds of 200 ncres, consisting of parl
and woodlund, with crickel and lootball Gelds, wen-
nis courts, rifle range ete., and of noted beauty in
opon, healthy eountry, some 400 01 nbove sea level!
Crowiord sullered o furher blow when his wile
Alice (Laliie) died at the age of sixty four on 15
June Y24, Two more advertisements appeared for
the Scheol, one in Uctober 19259, in which he
invited parents of prospective pupils o vigit, and
the nst on 22 Febroury 1930, AL the sanme Howe, the
advertisements placed by one of Crawford's dough-
lers, for domestic stall, which had appeared ut rep-
ular intervals from 1924, also censed. Hather
poignantly  Miss Crawlord  placed  two Torther
pdvertisements In Seplember 1930 from Aston
Clinton House for a single-handed cook and a par-
lourmard “wanted for a privite faouly in the coun-
try; fumily three; stolt of 4 sorvants .0 bo 1929 or
1450 a new S-bedroomed house was built at the
north end of the park, Crmwford must have been
responatble  lor s constructon and  possibly
intended to move to it from the school. 1t was called
The Red House which must have boen confusing
[or local trades poople os there was already an elder
house in Aston Clinton with the same name.

Ry 1930 the national economic depression wils
deepening wod it is possible thit parents could no
longer poy the school fees, This wos certainly the
case of Clovesmore School where four boys left
within o yeur with their Tees unpaid. In contrast o
Aston Clinton, Clayesmore’s fortunes were furned
around in 1935 when it went into liquidation and
re-opened as o Hmited company. An Inllux of boys
from o school in Scotlnnd, with which n Tink hod
been formed, raised the number of pupils w100,
From that date the school thrved and it still exists
today, As we will see, Crawford tied o differen
solution @t Aston Clinton, one that proved disas-
trous. With the lnck of any evidence to the contrary
it is possible thot by 1930 there were very few, if
vy, puprils lefl, Hyde-Upward and Homish Ruther-
ford are the only two teachers listed on the Elec-
toral  Register G 1929 and  in 1930 only
Rutherford, It seems Uit Crowford had no oplion
but to close the school, In the Bucke Herald of 5

December 1930, the [ollowing  adverliscment
appeared:
By instruyction  from  ALE Bredie-Crawford

“Aston Clinton Howse™.., sale of valugble
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household  furnitore, school  equipment  and
sports tackle consisting of the appointments of
about 24 bedrooms, a boudoir grand piano and
an dpright plane-forte ... ol paintings and
walercolours by well-known artists ... school
ilesks and tables ... and o |4h.pd-seater Rover
touring car.*®

A Niw BREGINNING

In February 1931 the Bucky Herald carried o report
that Aston Clinton had been purchased by a syndi-
cate and would be opened in Aprl of that year as a
D nrionis spovrts hotel, coanntey elub aned restirmn

The syndicate was chaired by Crawford, Caplain
LR, Cowan would be the riding master, Major
Churles Cooper Hurrison would take chorge of the
golf course, Capiain J.W.Berwick would be genernl
manager and MrG.M.Richardson estnte mannger.
Vice-Presidents included the Barl and Countess of
Haddington, Lord Portarlington, Maria, Countess
of Luthom, Viscountess Elibank, Lord Suffield and
Lord Carlow,

No oxponse was (o be spoared in the amazing
project, Weekly dunces were plonned to gecommo-
date 400-500 people, The Hotel was to have 60
puests who would dine in the “Flemish room”, All
outdoor facilities would be provided including
hunting, riding. tennis, sguash, archery, croguel,
mindniure golf and swimming, The goll course,
which was plonned to extend over the whole estate,
wis 0 be prepared by LH. Taylor, a well-known
poll professional. A landing ground lor light sero-
planes, und motor and air rallies wos planned.
Dunces with an instroctress, manpequin parndes
and chamber concerts were also to feslure. It was
reported that the ‘cinema people at Elstree” were
interested in the venture! T]:: exterior ol the house
was 1o remain untouched bul the interior would be
nltractively decorated by the Countess of Lathom,
apparently among the “lirst three terior decora-
tors in the country”, The work was estimated to he
completed by the first week of April, The Syndicate
had decided that the membership fees should be
kept low, with an entrance fee of only one guinea. ™

In many ways the choice of Nying as one ol the
attractions of the proposed country elub was nstuti,
In 1931 [ying was becoming o popular activity for
those who could afford it The [Mustroted London
Mews advertised the Airwork School of Flying ot
Heston, ™ The Tatler had launched its first Flying

Section and was inviting readers to apply for flying
lessons through their *Tatler Scheme® ! Amy John-
son, Viv Broce and Winifred Spooner were among
the women pioneers of flving. Only a year later the
Bucky Hevald curned an artiele Tor National Avia-
tion Day on 22 April 1932 offering lree 10s. flights
to 20 lucky readers to fly with Sir Alon Cobhom.
This was parl of his campaign o arouss a stromger
and wider interest in air development. Cne of his
miin objects belng 1o seeure [From the nation & mil-
lion signntures as o mandote, to be presented to the
Government, as a proaf of the force of public opin-
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ion in fovour of more progressive air policy”,

Toe Gramn OpENING

Admost exactly two months after the announcement
in February 1931, the #ncks Hermld | The Times and
The Tatler all reported on the opening of the Aston
Clinton Country Club on 18 April. The Countess of
Lathom had completed the interior re-decoration,
it a cost of £7,250, and the bedrooms had been fur-
nished. But the opening was premature as of the
various sporting fucilities promised only the fennis
courts were ready, The golf course was under con-
struction, the aquash court and swimming pool
were yet 1o be constructed. Tn spite of the report in
T Tatler that “another country club, Aston Clin-
ton, hos established s own aerodrome” the landing
pround for light nirernfl was merely an adjoining
fielid, although the promotors were still planning o
form o members® flying club, In spite of appalling
weather, in which heavy rain had tumed the ground
into o mudbath, medin reporting of the even
claimed that it had been o grent success, well
altended by an enthusiostic public. 11 was suggested
that the promoter’s aim of a membership of 2,000
would not be o difficult o attain.

The events of the doy were many but the high-
light must have been the arrival of seven aeroplanes
which had completed a course of 35% miles and
had taken the form of a treasure hunt starting from
Hanworth Airpark and imvolving four changes of
course, The Hon, Mrs, Vietor Bruce, who in Febru-
ary had completed o flight around the world, was
the guest of honour, opening the event (Fig, 9) and
giving o display in a Bluehird, oll metal plane.
Other aeroplanes Jonded and gave (ying displays
including inverted and crazy fying and acrobatics;
others were prevented from {lying by the inclement
weather. Amy Johnson, who ut the tme was Hying
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Figure 9 The Hon, Yietor and Mrs. Bruce at the
opening of the Aston Clinton Country Club, From
The Tatler, no.1557, April 29, 1931, page 190,
Reproduced by permission  of the Bodleian
Library, University of Oxford

in Monks Staithe, Princes Risborough, was also
present but did not Oy, Lunch was served in the
panelled dining room 1o a large company. Other
entertuinments mcluded a display by a physical
culture expert, a mannequin parade and demonstra-
tioms of polf strokes, The procesdings coneluded
with a dinner donce during which o cabaret show
was given by “Maslovn and Katrinn, burlesque
doncers and My, Lew Young, in song, comedy and
dance’ % 3435

From May to July 1931 advertisements appeared
in Thes Tintes, placed by Caplain Cowan, for ‘hack-
ing at 55, per hour and offering residential accom-
modation in Aston Clinton Houose, with pood
cooking, ar 4% puineas per woek'. The adverts in
July quoted ‘hacking at 6s.6d. for 1'% hours in
beautiful country; expert tuition, Full board resi-

dence, 2 charming bed rooms, valeting no extras.

In mansion 165 acres: own horse, hard coorts
Vs

elc.

THE UNFORTUNATE END

But the glory was not to last; bankruptey followed
ull oo swiflly. The hotel closed and the property
was vacant from October 1931, The caretaker was
dispensed with by April 1932 and the creditors
unpaigjl'l'hr: property was empty from April-August
19327

From the bankruptey proceedings a detailed
account of the setting up of the syndicate, the per-
sonalities involved and its mpid decline, emerge.
Calor Lid, plumbers and sanitary engineers, had
presented a petition o the High Court on 15 April
1932 and the winding-up order was made on 2 May
1932, The syndicate had been promoted by Craw-
ford and Willinm Duncan, the managing director,
and registered as a private company on 9 January
1931, The nominal capital was £20,000 divided in
£1 shares. The company had been formed to pur-
chuse [rom Crawlord the Frechold monsion, land
and premises known as Aston Climton Park, and to
carry on the business of o hotel und restourant, The
number of shares issued were 15,152 of which
1,902 were issued and paid for in cash, Crawford
owned 13,250,

The Directors named in the above Bucks Herold
report of February 1931 were listed with the addi-
tion of Miss Sybil Allday (she resigned in February
1932) and Captain Richard Maleolm Roberts who
was appointed on 3 July 1931, Major lHarrison
resigned in September 1931, The Directors
received no lee but, with the exception of Craw-
ford, entered into service agreements with the come-
pany. Duncan was appointed for five years at £300
per annum, Cowan as estale mannger was given a
salary of belween £130 and £150 per annum as
were Berwick, Harrison and Roberts. All had free
accommodation, Cownn was living with his wife in
the Red House, the others were lisied as living with
their wives in Aston Clinton Park. They were all
entitled to 0% on the entrance fees for the First
year's subscriptions received.

The company took over an existing mortgage of
E7.250 and the directors anticipated that a new
morgage of between £10,000 and £12,000 would
be ruised to redeem the existing one; however this
wias nol ochieved, In September 1931 a second
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Figure 10 Red House, From 1932 Sale Catnlogue of the Aston Clinton Estote. By courtesy of the

Centre for Buckinghamshire Studics

morligage wis issued Tor o loan of ELDOD in
Cowan's nume ns security and in October 1931 o
third morigage in Horrigon's nome for £2,000. By
31 Dctober 1931 the company was in the hands of
Maurice Jomes Wilson, accountant and auditor, the
appointed Receiver,

The Hoblities of the company amounted 1o
£23.264.65. 1. There were only three secured cred-
tors. The Rothschild Truslees received
£7.597. [ 8s.4d. from the first mortgage. Cowan
received £1,040 from the sccond morigage wnd
Harrison £2,075 from the third, Many of the unpaid
creditors were local Aylesbury and Tring busi-
nesses, including Hawkins & Sons of Aston Clin-
ton for fuel, Rodwells of Tring for goods and de
Fraine of Aylesbury for publicity. Bakers, garape
owners, decoraiors, suppliers of food and drink,
cotertainers ote., both notional and  local, all
remained unpaid. Looking al the list of ereditors it
seems likely that bills for the opening ceremony of
the Hotel were among those not settled.

The failure of the company was atiribuied, by
Pruncan and Crowford, to its inohility to obtaim o
higher morgoge than the orginal. They elaimed
that there had been a luck of experienced manage-

ment at the hotel and that co-operation amongst the
directors had not been good. The bad wedther dur-
ing the season was also blamed for the failure of
the enterprise. The club had between 500 and 600
members, but of those, more than half were hon-
arnry members who did not pay subscriptions, The
subscription charge to ordinary members was £1, 15
with un entrance fee of £1. 15, When it elosed down
in October 193] the company hod only received
£406.125.64. from fiees and subscriptions and the
hotel tokings only amounted 1o £2,777.135.6d.*8

THE NEXT STAGE

In July 1932, the *freehold estate known as Aston
Clinton Park” was on the morket by direction of the
mortngees, the whole extending to |62 ncres, only
3 acres less than LOT 1 in the 1923 sale. The prop-
erty was offered as o whele but with the option of
sale in mine Lots. The sale catalogue description ol
the house and grounds, with the exception of
Muodel Farm (Crawford had eorlicr purchnsed
from the Rothschild Estate) and the East Lodge,
wis almost identical o LOYT | in the 1923 sale but
some changes had been made both to the grounds
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ol the house, The newly built Red House, already
mentioned, was listed o8 "o recent owner hos built a
modern 3-bedroomed house close o the north
lodpe at a cost of something over £2,000, This is
very suitable for a bailiff or estate agent, (Fig. 10)

The kitchen garden had been cleared and the
Rothschilds” mnpe ol glosshouses  demolished.
Areas ol the parkland were designated as building
plots in the sale catalogue, Those fronting onto the
London Road were described as “with long main
rond frontages (o the village, these plots are Tnely
timbered, having open park land in the rear, and are
ripe for immediate development”. LOT 8 in the sale
catalogue was described as ‘an imporiant area of
building and accommodation |ond forming part of
Aston Clinton Pork and the old Kitchen gardens,
with a fronage o Church lane’, Inside the house
the desernption of the rooms was similar in the
1923 dnd 1932 cotnlogues with the exception ol the
comvarsion of some of the smaller reoms into bed-
rooms, "

The property was ouctioned by Messrs, Knight,
Frank and Rutley at the Bulls Head Hotel, Ayles-
bury, on 16 July 1932, The Bucky Herald described
the event as loeal history in the moking, the end of
an erk, Happy memories of the Rothsehilds® doys
were recalled and mony lenant formers, who had
been on the rent roll of the lote Sir Anthony de
Rothschild, were present, No mention was made of
Cruwlord, the school or the Aston Clinton Country
Club, Bidding started at 5,000 the property golng
for £8,500 w Messrs. Tyler & Co, Surveyors of
Holborn  Viaduct who  purchased for Charles
Kichard Stirling of Sysonby Lodge, Melon Mow-
by, 40

[n o letter 1w Redhead, Roesika Rothschild
regretied that the estate hod only raised £8, 500, She
expressed concern about the circumstonces under
which Crowford sold o the Syndicate and  the
ameunt of money the latter had lost. She enclosed
 letter from Crawfond, the comtents of which had
given her some anxiely, and osked for Redbead's
ndvice, Neither Crowford’s letter or the reply sur-
vive in the Rothschild Archive but Crwford wns
possibly asking for money, Rozsikn told Redhead
that she had recently met someone who knew
Crwford well and had been with him at Aston
Clinton and had deseribed him ns an “evil” man in
every respect.d!

On beholf of Charles Stirling Messrs, Tvler &
Co, offered to the parish council a portion of the
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Aston Clinton Purk Estate, having an extensive
frontage o Church Lane and an aren of abow 7.5
acres for allotments. The offer was considered by
the council but turned down,* Tyler & Co. had
also asked Crawford if he would like them 1o deal
with the sale of Model Farm. He obviously
declined os W HBrown & Co,, asetioneers, placed an
pdvert in the Bueks Mereld or the ericket Tield ond
model farm buildings (with cottage), The cricket
feld was described as “ripe for development nnd
the buildings lend themselves (or conversion into
bungalows und cottuges,™H

The site was purchosed, Tor development, in
December 1933 by 1LC Janes Lid., builders of
Luton* In Crawford’s financinl difficulties the
ESO0 must hove been very weleome. Only ane
building from the Model Farm stands today ar 35,
Green End Street: the rempinder ol the site was
developed for housing,

CONCLUSION

And 5o the connection with the Rothschild family
ended and in 1933 Charles Stirling re-numed Aston
Clintot House the Howard Park Hotel and it began
the next smee of its life, Croyford left Aston Clin-
ton in 1931 Tor Iwerne Minster in Dorset, There s
no evidence that Crawford had any conmection with
Clayesmore School but he probably wanied to be
close to his daughter Beryl, and son-in-luw Bill
Holmes d Court, who were living nearby at
Warminster, In the 1932-1933 Eleclom] Register
of MNorth Dorset, Crawlord and his daughtors
Dorothy and Vern were living at the Post Office,
Iwerne Minster. They do not appear in the follow-
ing yeurs, so had moved on faicly quickly, There |s
no further trace of Crawford until 1951 when the
Harrow School Repister records his nddress ns 44,
Porchester Square, London. The Repister coninins
no other details of him after 1914 when he left Har-
riw. He died in 1952, aged B9, and the Aston Clin-
ton Burial Register recorded that he died in
Paddington. s ashes were buried in his wife
grove in the churchyared ot Aston Clinton (Fig. 11)
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