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Flue tiles, mostly broken, measuring 151 in. by 161 in. by 41 in. One nearly perfect, ornamented on two sides with a stamped pattern ; the rest merely scored on the wider sides with a comb. Flanged tiles, measuring 16 in. by 12 in. at the broader, and 101 at the narrower end : but the mea-surements vary considerably in different tiles. These, together with ridge tiles, measuring about 15 in. by 71 by 11 in., were found, mostly in a broken state, overlying the pavements in all parts of the building. 

ST. MARY, AYLESBURY. 
The great improvements made of late years in the interior of this fine old Church, are now being followed up by an extensive renovation of the exterior. Mr. Scott has again been consulted, and under his advice and direc-tion all the coverings of rough cast, with the ugly plinths of Roman cement, are now in course of removal. A hand-some wall-facing of stone is gradually superseding the rough cast; the buttresses are being rebuilt on solid foundations reaching down to the rock, and good stone plinths, following as nearly as possible the old lines, are taking the place of the cement. The designs contemplate a restoration or reproduction of the windows, wherever necessary; and the whole exterior will then become a worthy counterpart to the magnificent interior. Already some £10,000 have been expended on the interior; and it is estimated that the external works now in progress will cost at least £3500 more, of which about £2000 have already been raised. Not the least interesting part of the present restora-tion is the Lady Chapel, a beautiful work of the fourteenth century. In excavating for the new buttresses and plinth foundations of this building, the workmen encountered some old arches of a very rude type, which led to further excavations within the Chapel ; and thus the remains of an ancient crypt have been revealed, possibly of Saxon date. In later times this crypt seems to have been used as a charnel house, the arches serving as openings for this purpose from without. At the east end of this sub-terraneous chamber, immediately under the east wall of 
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the Lady Chapel, and, in fact, forming its foundations, are two of these old arches, one of which is partly filled up with masonry. There are also two more arches of the same character, one on the north side, and the other on the south, this last being immediately underneath the piscina and sedilia of the Lady Chapel, which have like-wise been revealed in the course of the operations. The old stone steps leading down into the crypt have also been found at the west end of the Lady Chapel. These will, of course, be preserved, and all the stone work be carefully restored. This chamber was evidently the crypt of a much older building; and as the traditions of the place inform us that Aylesbury possessed a church in very early times, it is not impossible that this may have been the very site of the Saxon building where St. Osyth is said to have been buried in the ninth century. E. B. 

®bituarp. 
ADMIRAL SMYTH, F.R.S., F.R.A.S., Etc. 

Although several notices of the late ADMIRAL. SMYTH have already been printed, as in "Fraser's Magazine," in the "Monthly Notices of the Royal Astronomical Society,"and in the Address of Sir R. I. Murchison, Bart., Presi-dent of the Royal Geographical Society, etc., etc., a brief obituary of this distin-guished man may fitly find a place in the "Records of the Backs Archaso-logical Society," not only because he was one of its Vice-Presidents, but also because he took a lively interest in its proceedings, and contrived, amidst the pressure of other and more arduous labours, to send some valuable and interesting communications to these pages. WILLIAM HENRY SMYTH was born January 21, 1788. He was an only son. His father was J. B. P. Smyth, Esq., of New Jersey ; his mother was a granddaughter of Rev. M. Pilkington. Mr. J. B. P. Smyth distinguished himself during the American War of Independence, by his zeal for the cause of the mother country ; but upon the triumph of the revolutionists, his patriotism cost him the loss of large family possessions. Young Smyth, directed by that instinct which has prompted so many to seek their fortunes on the sea, found himself at a very early age on board a West India merchant-man, and was fortunate enough to be under an intelligent and kind corn-mender, a master in the Royal Navy, who appreciated the abilities of the boy, and instructed him in the rudiments of seamanship. Not long afterwards he joined the East India Company's ship " Cornwallis"; and when this vessel was purchased by Government and commissioned as a frigate under the com-mand of Captain C. Johnston, a talented officer, his youthful wishes were gratified, and he entered service in the Navy. During the following five years of long cruises in the Indian and Pacific Oceans, he availed himself of the opportunity of studying hydrography, based on astronomy, which stamped his future life. Having subsequently acquitted himself with ability and credit in other vessels, he was appointed in 1810 to the command of a Spanish 


