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Field names indicate the location of a previously unrecorded church in Weedon which had disappeared before the late fourteenth-century. It is suggested that it might have been of Late Saxon origin. The place name Weedon incorporates the Old English element weoh [sanctuary or shrine]. The location of the latter is unknown but a physical relationship between the two sites is possible. 
The publication by Michael Reed of a group of glebe terriers of 1578-1640, makes accessible some field names of interest. In a terrier of 1605 for Hardwick, among the arable land is the following: 

Item at Wedon hi! on plott called the old churcheyarde the watercourse Est the highway sowth, Calecutt North and the farmers lees west. (Reed 1997, 100-102) 
A terrier of 1672 at New College, Oxford, lists three closes belonging to New College Farm, Weedon, in the tenancy of William Cleavor. One of these is also relevant: 

Item - one close called Callicut butting south upon the old Churcheyard North on Calli cut Mead, bounding east upon Long Land (New College archive, 3578, p 583) 
Eleanor Forfang, a student carrying out an archaeological project in the parish some years ago on behalf of the County Museum drew attention to a plot of land called 'Churchyard ' on the Inclosure map of 1802 (BRO ref D/BMT/114T) at approximately SP 8109 1854. This map also shows the plot abutting 'Callicot Close' on the north and fronting a highway to the south. 'The watercourse Est' of the first terrier does not appear to match; however, it might refer to some quite small feature such as a ditch. On balance it seems highly probable that the three pieces of evidence concur and the 'old churchyarde' of the terriers can, therefore, 

be fairly accurately located. Given an 'old churchyard' forming part of the glebe of the parson of Hardwick, it is reasonable to suspect that there was formerly an accompanying church; however, none such has previously been claimed for Weedon. The Inclosure map also shows a shaded area adjoining the old churchyard on the south side , for which no explanation is given. 
The hamlet of Weedon lies within the parish of Hardwick and has done so for centuries. The pair are, however, geographically quite distinct lying on elevated land respectively south and north of a valley containing the Hardwick Brook, bridged by the Aylesbury to Buckingham road (Fig 1). 
The descent of manors in Hardwick and Weedon is closely intertwined. The notes which follow are based largely on the VCH account (VCH 1925, 363-7). Weedon does not appear separately from Hardwick in Domesday. At the time of King Edward there were three holdings; the main manor of 19 hides was held by Saxi, and two much smaller manors held respectively by Saward (2 hides) and Oswulf (1 hide) . In 994-6 some land is recorded as having been bequeathed to one Leofsius, but no link to the later holdings has been established. Hardwick church was for a short period detached from the main holding of Saxi when in 1092 it was given to Bermondsey Priory, but was rejoined in 1206. In 1236 the principal manor was divided. In 1385, one half became an endow-
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Fig. 1: Aerial view of Weedon from the south, Lilies foreground, with wood, possibly containing churchyard, to the north: former village road sweeping across from west: Hardwick church in distance on the other side of Hardwick Brook. (Photo: M. Farley 1998) 
ment for New College. A number of court rolls from this period onwards are extant (Steer 1974, 83). The other half in due course passed through the hands of Robert Lee and the Marquess of Buckingham, among many others. 

It was Saward's estate 2 hide estate which came to be known as Wedon or Wedon in the Vale. In 1066 he gave I hide to the monastery of Westminster which apparently retained an interest until the fifteenth century. This land eventually rejoined the main manor, via Robert Lee, in 1523. The descent of the land of the third Saxon holder, Osulf, is 

unclear but since in 1284 it apparently belonged to Nicholas de Wedon, it probably also lay on the south side of Hardwick Brook. The writer is grateful to Keith Bailey for pointing out (in !itt.) that the 22 hides of Hardwick when added to the 8 of Whitchurch, make a regular 30 hide unit. 
The land containing the old churchyard, recorded at the time of the glebe terrier, obviously formed part of the living of the church and indirectly belonged to New College, but its earlier descent is unclear since by the time of its first mention, New College held half of Saxi's original 

150 



Hardwick estate together with that which was originally Saward's estate, including probably that previously alienated to Westminster. 
In Buckinghamshire churches and manor houses are often closely associated. An indenture of 1665 leasing New College farm to William Cleavor, who appears in the terrier noted above which relates to the same land (New College mss, ref 2280, 3) indicates that his farm was regarded as the manor house. As the three closes identified in this lease, including the one cited above adjacent to the old churchyard, might be expected to have lain close to the manor house, this suggests that it might have lain roughly where Lilies now stands, with the old churchyard close by. 
Lilies, the present principal house, was completed in 1870. Its grounds once extended to 100 acres. In the Victorian period it was a flourishing and fashionable country house, well described by Eaton (1993, 15, 24). Eaton also quotes from a book by its early nineteenth-century owner, Grenville, Lord Nugent. The quotation (source corrected from Eaton who attributes it to another Nugent work) is from the introduction to a curious set of stories entitled Legends of the Library at Lilies. Grenville believed that the site of Lilies was formerly a monastery. It is worth quoting in full to give a flavour of his use of a rather laboured archaic style: 

On this knoll, fitly called by our ancestors "the Heart of South Britain" stood distant about half a mile from each, two monasteries, known by the flowery appellations of Lilies and Roses ... on the site of the first mentioned of the two, standeth a small mansion of Tudor architecture, bearing still its ancient name. Of the monastery little memorial, beyond the name, remains: save only that under a small enclosed space, erstwhile it's (sic) cemetery, now a wilderness of flowers, the bones of the monks repose' Grenville 1826, iii-iv 
The source of Lord Nugent's romantic idea about the monastery is unknown and finds no documentary support; the belief seems to have derived in some way from interpretation of the 'Lilies' name. Nevertheless it is remotely possible that a discovery of human remains in the grounds some time in the past led to, or enhanced, the inference. The reference to the 'small manor of 

Tudor architecture' assists in establishing the antiquity of the Lilies building prior to the Victorian restoration. 
In order to understand the topography of the old churchyard and the area in general, one must return to the Inclosure map of 1802. It is at a relatively small scale and, by modern standards, not very accurately drawn, but it can immediately be seen that there have been considerable changes to the layout of this part of the village in the intervening years, probably occasioned by the expansion of the grounds of Lilies. Figure 2 shows the outline details of this map, together with a few modern features. 
Both of the roads which now lead into the village from the Aylesbury-Buckingham road (formerly Burnams Way) are post-eighteenth century replacements of earlier routes. The earlier southern access to the village from the Buckingham road was Stockwell Way, which survives only as a track, except at its northern end. The main access from the west, which formerly passed by Lilies, was apparently enclosed to become a carriageway within the grounds of the house with a lodge constructed at the junction with the Buckingham road. When the new road was constructed, it is possible that the Aylesbury-Buckingham road itself may also have been diverted slightly west, since although a windmill is shown west of the road on the 1802 map, a probable mill mound survives today within a field on the east of the road. The old western (Lilies) road formerly opened out into a triangular piece of land at the northern end of the village with Lilies on the south side and the 'old churchyard' on the north. It is tempting to interpret this triangular area as a former village green, or at least as the focus of an 'end' of the original medieval village; perhaps a 'west end' complementing the surviving East End. 
On the ground, the most obvious surviving feature is the western access road which survives as a private path, probably improved when it became a driveway. At one point, about halfway along its length, there are indications that it may have formerly been a holloway. 
The location of the 'Churchyard', in so far as it is possible to plot it from the Inclosure map, falls 
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Fig. 2: Weedon in 1803, based on mapof thatdate showingprincipal routeways, the 'churchyard' with adjacent shaded area to the ou1h, and areas of contemporary settlement. Roads con. Lructed in the early nineteenth century are indicated and a possible re-alignment of 'Burnams Way', the Buckingham-Aylesbury road 
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north of Lilies in an area now largely under trees, with Church Path on its west leading from Lilies to St. Mary, Hardwick. There is a small level area within the wood, which extends westward across the footpath into an open field, but on the whole the land slopes gently north and north-west to the modern road. Within the wood, which is locally said to have once contained a gas works for the house, there has been some disturbance and much modern dumping. To the east of the wood, in a former orchard, there are slight earthworks, possibly reflecting a house plot shown on the Inclosure map to the east of the churchyard. There is nothing on the ground to give a specific location for the churchyard. It is worth noting that Church Path has a 3m wide x 4m length of paved surface of quite substantial stones immediately adjacent to the stile on the north side of the modern road, although this may be a relatively modern feature. 
There appears to be no surviving documentary evidence, apart from that already cited, that Weedon had either church or chapel in the medieval period. In this respect the village would have been fairly unusual for central Buckinghamshire, namely an apparently flourishing medieval settlement with no church. The fieldname evidence now firmly suggests that the absence was more apparent than real. In support of the proposal that fieldname evidence can be relied upon, the example of Cublington may be cited. Here a glebe terrier also records an 'old churchyard' (Reed 1997, 65), but in this instance there is good evidence for the migration of the present church - structurally of early fourteenth-century date- from an earlier site some distance to the east (Lipscomb 1847, 330-1: Sheahan 1862, 660: RCHM 1913, 98-99). It is worth noting that it is the churchyard, not the site of the building that is seen to be significant. Another Buckinghamshire 'old churchyard' appears in a glebe terrier at Hoggeston (Reed 1997, 114). Here the existing church is structurally of twelfth century date; an early migration from another site also seems likely. 
So, at what date might Weedon's church have been in existence? It does not appear in the ecclesiastical taxation of 1291 authorised by Pope Nicholas, the earliest comprehensive list for the county, which records, for instance, Hardwick itself and nearby Whitchurch (CPR 1802,37). Ab-

sence from this list, however, cannot be taken as conclusive evidence that it did not exist at that time since churches below a certain value were omitted. There was clearly no church in existence in 1385 when the estate was granted to New College, and by 1605 it was only a memory. A probable explanation for its apparent lack of significance is that it was a proprietorial church of the Late Saxon period, probably one of a number of such in the county, of sufficient status to acquire burials, but perhaps not an enduring stone structure. An often cited law of King Edgar of 959-963 concerning tithes, distinguishes between old minsters, churches belonging to thegns with graveyards, and churches without graveyards (EHD, 395). Weedon with its graveyard, may have been one of the better-off thegnly churches. Both physical and documentary evidence for Saxon churches in Buckinghamshire is rare; however, it is of interest that the parish church of Hardwick (St Mary) which now serves both settlements is one of the few Buckinghamshire churches to contain AngloSaxon architectural features (Taylor 1965, 285), and it could be that an early church at Weedon, perhaps of timber, was superseded by a more durable structure. 
The reader may by now be wondering about the title of this note. Buckinghamshire's Weedon, as distinct from the better-known Northamptonshire village, is first attested in 944-6 when Aethelgifu bequeaths certain lands at Weedon to Leofsius (VCH 3, 365; Mawer and Stenton 1925, 85). It is commonly cited in the literature as being one of the few English place names to incorporate the rare element weoh, Old English for shrine or sanctuary. A word of closely similar meaning, is hearg. An attempt has been made by Wilson (1992) to draw a distinction between the two on topographical grounds. In the case of weoh he notes an apparent relation with 'ancient routeways' and hence suggests that the word might indicate a small wayside shrine accessible to travellers, but that a hearg is more likely to be on a hill. His argument does not seem convincing in the Buckinghamshire case since, given his fairly generous definition of an 'ancient' routeway, proximity to a routeway would be unexceptional for numerous villages; moreover Akeman Street, his selected routeway, may be thought to have little geographic relevance to this particular village. Furthermore it is sited on a hill. 
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In a thoughtful and wide-ranging discussion, Morris (1989, 62) discusses the strength of paganism, its adaptability and utilisation by churchmen, and concludes ' ... there is little to suggest that English heathenism amounted to a structured religion'. He expresses the belief that 'rural paganism subsisted more as a system of relationships than as a system of theology'. This is not the place to rehearse in detail the continuing debate about the possible link between pagan Saxon activity and later Christian activity on the same site (although in Taplow there is a strong local model). However, as Morris further observes '. . . since small rural churches of the tenth and eleventh centuries were also founded by individuals, families or groups of neighbours ... it is tempting to speculate upon a connection between them and those pagan sanctuaries which existed in the same social surroundings' (Morris, 1989, 63). Such a situation could certainly be the case at Weedon. Interestingly, he also draws attention to the fact that the 'yard' element of churchyard has its origin in the Old English geard = enclosure. 
The chance of locating a pagan sanctuary without excavating the whole of Weedon is archaeologically slim but it may be noted that the old churchyard was sited on 'Wedon hil'. The probable existence of a Saxon church at Weedon may at least serve to provide one focal area of interest in tracing such a structure. 
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