INVESTIGATIONS AT THE COUNTY MUSEUM,
AYLESBURY

D, BONNER, WITH CONTRIBUTIONS FROM 1. PARKHOLUSE, B. PELLING,
L. RAYNER, P. SADLER, N. SMITH. AND H. A. WALDRON.

Excavations and a watching brief undertaken during rebuilding work at the Countv Museam are
described, There were a few features of fron-Age date, but no Romano-British or Saxon features,
Development of a dark soil is believed to have begun during the mid or late Saxon period, but the
deposit was subsrantially reworked during later periods of activity.

Abundant evidence for activity during the twelfth to fourteenth centuries was recorded. An
inhumation cemetery of two phases, with the inhumations of the later phase orientated ar 9 to
those of the earlier phase, was in use during the thirteenth century, The cemetery is believed to
indivate that ¢ Mary's churchyard extended beyond its present limits for part of the medieval
period, but the idiosyncratic ortentations of bath phases of inhumation suggest that the musewn
burials and St. Mary's were not readily inter-visible. One unuswal rite {burial below a wooden
plank ) was recorded,

Four phases of medieval pits and wells were recognised. A ditch belonging to the first of these
phases (mid-late twelfth cennury? ) is thought to be a property boundary at right angles to Church
Street; this boundary may have been short-lived, No structural features were discovered,

Features from each of the succeeding centuries were also recorded; some of these may be related
to previously documented building work on the site, and in particwlar the construction of the
grantmar schoal in 1718,

The finds reports illuminate various sacial and economic aspects of medieval and post-medieval
Avlesbury. Mast of the portery assemblage was locally mamfactured although there were a few
imports of continental stonewares and tin-glazed wares during the post-medieval peviods. The
antmal bone assemblage vielded evidence for fowl-rearing and pig-breeding within the medieval
town, and for improvements to the sheep breeding stock during the seventeenth century. A variety
af fish was imported. Palacobotanical rematns from cess-pits of various periads showed the
range of foodstuffs consumed,

PREVIOUS ARCHAFOLOGICAL
WORK IN AYLESBURY { I;iH I exarmined archacologically dates to the Middle Iron

Age, when a hill-fort was constructed. Deposits

The position of Aylesbury on a low hill of Port-  associated with this period have been examined at
lund Limestone protrucing from the damp clays of  the Prebendal (Farley 1986i; 1986i1) and George S0
the surrounding vale has attracted settlement since  (Adlen and Dalwood 1983), within the historic core
prehistoric times. The carliest activity to have been  of the own. Residual Iron Age material has also
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Fig. L1 The County Musewm in relation o odher areas of archaeological interest mentioned in the rext. |1 County
Musewn: 2: The Prebendal; 3: 51 Mary™s Church; 4: George Steet; 5: Buckingham Street; o: The King's Head; 7:

Bourbon Street: B: Bull's Head,

been found at the King s Head (Bonner and Enrlght
1995), and in Granville Street (Gowing 1964, 301),
whilst a subsiantial ditch observed beneath Bour-
ben Street is also though to be of possible ron Apge
date (Anon 1973; Farley 1979 and pers conmm).

There is a comparative dearth of Romano-Brit-
ish evidence within the town_ despite the proximity
ol Akeman Streel. A pit and two curvilinear gullies
were investigated on Buckingbam Street in 1979,
and in the following year a large V-profile ditch of
probable late Tron Age or carly Romano-British
date and two Romano-British pits were cursorily
examined during the Hale Leys redevelopment
(Allen 1982}, but evidence for this period is other-
wise restricted to residual finds at George Street
and 4 small number of stray finds within the town
imee Allen 1982, fig 1)

Evidence for carly Saxon activity within Ayles-
bury is even more elusive, notwithstanding the
mention of Aylesbury in the Anglo-Saxon Chroni-
cle sub anno 571, The -hyrig element in the place-

Foud

name may well relate o the hillfort defences,
which were re-dug during the early or mid Saxon
period, but there is liule evidence from within the
defensive circuil, in contrast o the very extensive
settlement some 1.5km south at Walton (Farley
1976, Dalwood o af 1989 Bonner and Dalweood
forth.).

There are good reasons for believing that there
wits 4 minster charch at Aylesbury by the eighth
century. Investigations at 5t Mary's showed that
the Toundations, the carliest of which appear 10 be
late Saxon, cut a “dark soil” similar 1o that ob-
served at several other sites within the town (see
below) and interpreted at S5t Mary's a5 a possible
plough-soil (Durham 1978). One of the most im-
portant pieces of Anglo-Saxon evidence, however,
is the mid o late Saxon cemetery investigated at
George Street; the evidence suggested that the 5t
Mary's cemetery had originally been far more ex-
tensive than at preseni, and consistent with o
Minster church with burial rights over a large area
af the surrounding countryside. Several other buri-



o= S

Lk

St.Mary’s
Chure

————

ey ]___

xtent of existing:

-

By R p

Medieval cemetery

O

O
A

Saxon cemetery
100

melres

Single burials (undated)|
Multiple burials

A

Fig. 2: The County Museumy/ 51 Mary's area and nmediare environs, showing extent of recorded inhumations.

ils have been recorded in central Aylesbury (Farley

1979), including some from within the cortilage of

the musevrn, and others from properties along
Church Street (Fig 2),

Late Saxon Aylesbury had a mint from the reign
of Ethelred 11 until the reign of Harold, but there is
little else e demonstrate burghal status,  From

e 700 was a royal estate, The church was one of
only four in the county to be mentioned in Domes-
day Book and was clearly ol some status (Farley
1979). There is litde in the way of either artefacts
or structures from this period, and Ayleshury’s
urban origing are poorly understood. The axis of
the late Saxon settlement may have been along
Temple Streel and Silver Street, but the evidence is
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inconclusive. By the late twelfth century rubbish
pits of a typically urban nature were being dug al
the George Street site and elsewhere within the
town, and Aylesbury evidently grew in importance,
supplanting Buckingham as the administrative
town of the shire, However, little has been recov-
ered in the way of property boundaries or buildings
[rom the medieval perid, and this pavcity of data,
when set against a complete absence of carto-
graphic data prior o the mid nineteenth century,

20 S Area excavated
..... Areas subject to
Watching Brict

means that the tepographical development of the
town is obscore.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL RECORDING
DURING REFURBISHMENT AT THE
COUNTY MUSEUM. (Fig 3)

Work on o major rebuilding programme af the
County Museum, including the insertion of an art
gallery, began in 1992, Unforiunately. in spite of
the site's archacological sensitivity, no financial



provision had been made for any torm of archaco-
logical recording. The first archaenlogical discov-
erics were made by the contractors' stafl early in
1953, and an intermitient watching brief was main-
tained during the main period of structural works,
which continued until late 1994, 11 became appar-
ent during the course of the wark that a significant
ared of archacological deposits would be disturbed
in the area of the former muniment romm (where
burials had been discovered during ils construction
in 1933-34), beneath the area of the new At Gal-
lery. Megoltintions were undertaken with the eon-
tractors and the County Architect’s Depariment, as
a resull of which a programme of excavation was
implemented within the basement area during July
angd August 1993, The work on site was funded by
the County Council from within the Museum resto-
Tation budget, with generous support from the
Buckinghamshire Archacological Society, amd
with provision of assistance in kind from the con-
tractors. All further costs, including post-oxcivi-
tion, were borne by the County Musaum,.

The Watching Brief

The amount of staff tme which could be de-
voted 1o this project was limited, given the absence
of Tunding, and most of the walching bricl was
undertaken by | Parkhouse, Visits were made
largely in response 1o discoveries of human skeletal
material made by the contractors. In o few cases i
wis possible o record non-funerary features and
stratigraphy, but the conditions for recording data
were generally unsatisfactory. Although signifi-
canl gquantitics of potlery were recovered, the
greater parl of this material was picked up on site
by the construction staff, The recording which took
place was mainly in the form of pholographs and
drawn sections. Most recording was undertaken in
restricled spaces illuminated by portable Ouores-
cent strip-lights, and in mest instances it is likely
that the stratigraphy was significanily more com-
plex than could be seen from inspection of the
sections, Section cleaning was ofien impractical.

The results of the watching brief have been in-
corporated in the appropriate sections ol this re-
port, A fuller record of the watching brief will be
found in the site archive.

The excavation

The excavation was undertaken over o six week
period in July and August 1993 by a small team
from the County Museum Archacological Service
under David Bonner's direction, with considerable
help from volunteers, including members of the
County Museum Archaczological Group,

The main ohjectives of the excavation were o
leok for further evidence of Tron Ape and Saxon
ocoupation, (o establish whether the Middle Saxon
cemetery af Georpe Street extended lurther noeth,
1o record any evidence for medieval settlement,
anel o attempt o relate ary medieval and post-
medieval features 1o the adjacent standing build-
ings, which had been the subject of a recent study
{Trench and Fenley 1991 ),

The main body of the Musewm building s the
former Grammar School, constructed in 1718,
which incorporated late seventeenth-century struc-
tures in the wing fronting Church Street. Further
buildings were added to the southeast .1 740; these
additions incorporated remnants of structures dated
by dendrochronology o 147273 or shortly thereaf-
ler.

The area available for excavation consisted of a
narrow L-shaped strip sitvated between the north-
eagtern and southeastern walls of the former muni-
ment room and the adjacent ranges of the museum
buildings; the grammar school walls of 1718 to the
northeast, and a late eighleenth-century structure
(the Baker Room) to the southeast (figs 3 and 4),
As this had been an open area zince the eighteenth
century, preservation of underlying deposits was
expecied m be gomd,

The depth of the former muniment room was
such that once the walls had been demolished, the
grchaeological deposits available for examination
were visible in section prior to their excavation (fig
51, The muniment room had removed virtually all
archaeological deposity within its footprint; how-
ever, the truncated bases of a lew deeply cul pits
remained g sin, and these were examined during
the course of the cxcavation.

The excavation programme was constrained by
various aspects ol the construction works. partico-
larfy the need o underpin the adjocent walls in



Fig. 4: General view of the excavations, looking cast. The remains of the muniment room wall are visible behind the
seaffolding.

stages. This meant that the area next o the Baker
R Lo the southeast could not be excavated as a
single apen area, bur had w0 be excavated i |.8m
wide sections, in order that the walls could be
underpinned in stages. These constraints incvitably
ciused some difficulties in recording.

Unimpeded stratigraphic excavation of the resi
of the site progressed down o the surface of the
Portland Timestone, al which stage 11 was decided
by the architects thai the adjacent wall ro the north-
cist (part of the 1718 Grammar School structure |
also required underpinning. This alforded an op-
portunity to investigate further a number of inhu-
miation burials beneath the wall.

MIDDLE IRON AGE (Fig 6)

The identified features consisted of four gullies
and tao pits which contained small guantines of

L5

lron Age putlery, These vestigial features were cut
intlo the degraded sorface of the basal Porlland
limestone and were overlain by a later “dark soil”

depasit (TO4906),

Fit 784 sub-rounded/oval, howl-like profile ((.3%9m L x
0,30 W OL08m decpl. Cut by wall 494, Filled by
salty-clay loany with limestone grits, Contimed 3
lurge joining bumished [TA  shoods with meised
decoration, 9 coarse sherds and animal bone, Wet
sieving recovercd burnd Fiint wnd clisrcoal.

Pit 778: sub-rounded, shallow bowl-like profile (1.3m
W o 1L 15m D). Cut by an 1A gully (8549, Later cur
by o poest-med pit (675) and NE wall of the former
muniments roon. Filled by s samdy silt Contained
fragments of amimal bone, Wet sieving recovered
prltery, burmt fhint, chareosl and carbomised grains
seeds.

Coully 799 shallow * U -profile with Mol base (1. lm+ L =
(.20 W T m D). At right-angles to pully 704,
Truncated by aomedieval pit (8100 Filled by a dark



Fig. 5: Main (a) northeast and {(b) southeast sections.
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Fig. 6: Iron Age features, with later features shown in outhine.

stlty clay logm. Contained 4 LA sherds, animal bone
and an ovalfacorm-shaped perforated shale bead,
Wet sieving recoversd a MNake, an unidentified iron
objeet, charcoal and carbonised grains/seeds.

Grully 709: shallow *U-profile with flat base (0.9m+ L=
1 7m W 10m D). At right-angles to gully 799,
Truncated by burinl 815, Filled by dark siliy clay
loam. Contained | undiagnostic (IA/Saxon) sherd,
| fluke, and animal bone.

Gully 85%: *[I'-profile, broader and fatter-bottomed
than other 1A gullies (0.7m+ L » 044m W and
D1 8m D). Parallel with Gully 829, Cur 1A pit 778,
Cut by post-med pit 675, Filled by a dark sandy clay

leam. Contained 5 1A sherds, animal bone and a
copper-alloy pin.

Gully §29: L' -profile with a flat base (0.3m+ L % 0.2%m
Woand 0.19m 13). Parallel with Gully 859 Cun by
medieval grave 842 and post-med pit 675, Filled by
a clayey loum. Contained | undiagnostc (1Af
Saxon) sherd, 1 flake and animal bone. Wet sieving
recovered carbonised grais/seeds and charcoal.

Discussion

Althiough only six features were wentified, a
large quantity of residual Iron Age pottery from
later features suggested that there had onginally



heen further lron Aee features here (see onl,

The right-angle alignment of iwo pullies (704
and 799} suggested that they were possibly con-
temporary, although unfortunately their divect rela-
tiomship hadd been destroved, The siliy fills of the
gullies suggested that they possibly drained surface
water and may hove formed part of o small enclo-
sure, The two pits (778 and 784) may also be
broadly contemporary with these gullies. Their
function was uncertain, although Pit 784 could
have been a posthole.

A later phase of activity was indicated by two
other pullies (82% and 859), one of whicl cut Pit
T8, The proximity and parallel alignment of these
suggested that they were broadly contemporary,
although their orentation was slightly different 1o
that of Gully 709. A structural function s more
likely for the later pullies, which had irench-like
profiles and non-siliy Glls,

The tetal lron Age pottery assemblage consisted
of twenty-three sherds from Tron Age features, and
a further one hondred and three sherds from re-
siduil, posi-Tron Age contexis, The compositon of
this relatively small group was broadly comparable
with the materal from previous excavations in the
town centre; mostly plain and unburnished sandy,
shelly and flint-gritted sherds.

An additional thirty-nine vegetable-tempered
sherds could not be confidently identified as either
Irom Age or Early Saxon. An Iron Age date might
be more likely, as only fourteen definitely Early
Saxon sherds were present. A similar conclusion
was reached in respect of similar sherds from
George Sueet (Allen and Dalwood 1983, 1517,

The main sources of the residual Iron Age pot-
tery, which formed 83% of the assemblage, were
the deep thineenth and fountcenth-century pits.
Chly 5% of lron Age pottery was found within the
overlying {possibly Saxon) "dark soil”, indicating
that this layer was nol a major truncation horizon,

The focus of the Tron Age settlement appears (o
be to the north side of the present town; il is inter-
gsling o note that Iron Age feature and sherd densi-
ties were up o four times higher ai the Museum site
(2.8 per square metre) than al George Street,

A range of line and coarse wares were being
useel, including highly decoraied vessels (such as
the unusual carinated bowl from pit 784 ) The cop-
per alloy pin from gully 859 may have come froma
brooch similar lo the Bronee fibula al Georpge Streel
{Allen and Dalwood 983, 16; Fig.1 ). The frag-
ment of shale bead from gully 799 indicates that
certain riw’ materials were procured over long dis-
tance, the most likely source of the shale being
Darset. These materials suggest o high siatus for at
least some of the oceupants of the hillfort.

The fuunal assemblage (14 pieces of bone in-
cluding caitle, sheep and pig) is wo small to pro-
vide insight into diet and economy,

A small Minl assemblage was recovered from
the site, but there s little reason to consider any of
i1 1o be Tron Age, other than the fact that two Plints
were Townd in Iron Age gullies, and the similarity
of a fhim pounder from the Museam site o ong
from George Street (Allen and Dalwood 1983, 16;
Fig.2),

SAXON ACTIVITY AND THE
“DARK SO1IL™

The “Dark Soil™

A dark soil deposit, consisting of an upper and
loower component, lay over the [ron Age features,
which were cut into the degraded surface of the
Portland limestone. The layer survived up to0.54m
dleep over the northwesiern side of the site, but had
been largely removed elsewhere by medieval pits,
Its sandier upper component was evidence ol post-
depositiona] modification by natural lessivags (the
dovwnward transport of finer particles by water per-
colation),

T (upper part of deposit): homogencous, dark green
ish-black sandy clay Jowm with limestone grit, con-
tained T2 Saxo-Morman sherds, 45 |4th/15th C,
sherds. 4 post-medieval sherds, onimal bone, plass
and shell,

QG (lower component): homogenoos, dark brownish-
black (silty ) clay loam with fimestone gritand ocoa-
sional charcoal flecks. It was removed in four spits
(743, 751, 754 and T67), which contained in total
375 sherds of thineenth o fourtecenth-century pol-
tery. 1l Saxon sherds, 5 Tron Age sherds, animal
bone, and two whelstones,



Discussion

Dark soif deposits have been identified at six
sites in central Aylesbury, suggesting that it may
extend over an area of at least (hokm?. It 15 best
preserved near 3t Maory’s church, bt becomes
more superlicial to the southeast and east of the
Mupsewm site

“Drark soil” deposits of this type have been re-
corded in many urban centres across Britain, Re-
scarch  has tended to focus upon Tormation
processes amnd dating. The favoured explanation For
the “dark soil™ in London, which is typically a dark
grey silty loam up to Imoor more thick, is that it was
formed during o period of site abandonment and
represents 4 posi-depositionn] reworking of lale
Roman structural deposits; deposition is ruled oul
a4 o principal factor in dark earth formation (Yule
1990, Reworking is thought 1o be biologicad rather
thun mechanical {eg by ploughing), for mortar
Moors immediately beneath the dark earth are un-
damaged, whilst numerous Enclovraeidae worm
casts are responsible for the deposit's structure and
colour, However, some aceretion is also thought 1o
occur where the deposits are deep, Accretion rates
may he guite significant — development of soils
over 200mm thick has been recorded over war-
damiged sites in Berlin (Sukkoper af 1979), " Dark
earths™ are also found o commence on mid-Saxon
(o0 AD TN floors in London (Courty e af 1989,
261-268).

The dark soil deposit al the Muoseum site showed
a marked contrast with the naturally occurring soil
profile over Portland limestone (*Avylesbury Se-
ries ), which is a mull wpsoil above a dark, sandy
calearcous loam of rendzina Lype, with a brashy
transition layer which grades into the underlying
substrate. It has good moisture retention and high
enrthworm activity but becomes deeper and less
friable under cultivation (Temple 1929, 33; Avery
1964, 51-532, 104105} In contrast, the dark soil
was an homogenous silty clay loam depesit with
minimal evidence of substrate transition, ad an
absence of any surviving element of the pre-exisi-
ing subsoil, indicatng an anthropogenic formation,
This hypothesis was supporied by the lron Age
sherds within the dark seil, and the underlying
truncated Iron Age features.

The most likely causes of a localised increase in

subsoil depth are the miennens of burials, the accu-
mubation of setlement waste and horticulure.

Domestic refuse and human bone within the
chark soil however may be accounted for by uniden-
tified medieval pit and grave cuts (see below),
Some form of horticultore or more open cullivation
may have been an important conmbutory factor in
the origins of the dark soil, suggesting that this part
of central Aylesbury was open land or the rear of
burgage plots, However, some reworking of Iron
Age or Saxon deposits, whether mechanical or bio-
logical need not be ruled oul.

Mo micromorphological analysis has yet been
undertaken in supporl of these conclusions and
these deposits may have been subject to different
formation processes across  Aylesbury. Conse-
quently, micromorphological study ol dark soil de-
posits within Aylesbury should be considered a
high prionty lor future research,

Dating

Dating the dark soilis problematic. [ts base was
cul by a late 12th-century ditch (793, which pro-
vides aterminns ante guens for the deposit’s forma-
tien, Apart from the few Iron Ape sherds present,
which were clearly derived from underlying trun-
cated features (see above), the pottery includes a
mid-Saxon Ipswich sherd, a sherd of St Neots type
and seventy-two Saxo-Norman sherds (86% of this
type of sherd from the siee), indicating a prolonged
period of formation between the eighth (if not car-
liery and early twelfih centuries ALY, The material
wias probably introduced into the dark soil by
muanuring activities from nearby seltlement, rather
than by direct feature runcation on site.

A late Saxon ferminns anie guent s suggested
for a similar soil at St Mary's church, as well as
similar deposits from other urban centres across
England and the continent {see eg London: Yule
P90,

Ar odds with this suggested dating, however, 18
tne presence of three hundred and seventy [ive
thirteenth or foureenth century sherds (72% of the
ceramic assemblage from the dark soil). However,
these sherds may be sccounted for by several
eraves and pits, initally unidentified, which only



became yisible lowards the base of the dark soil.
The fourteenth or fifteenth-century sherds and
carly post-medieval sherds were probably intro-
duced during the later reworking of the upper part
of the deposit,

To summarise; although formation of dark soil
deposits af urban sites elsewhere has frequently
been found o be of late/sub-Roman or Saxon date,
this is nol necessarily the case ot Aylesbury.
Whilsl, on stratigraphic groumds, the process may
have started ol some point in the Saxon period, the
high proportion of medieval sherds strongly sug-
gests that the ‘dark soil” deposits were probably
being formed, and certainly re-worked, well into
the medieval period,

Seexvemr aethviey ! orfrer considerations

The small quantity of early (and mid) Saxon
pottery at the Museum site rellects o dearth across
the town. Barly Saxon pollery within the lown
centre has only been positively identified at George
Street, whilst the absence of mid-Saxon pottery
miay possibly be the result of a largely aceramic
plase during the eighth to ninth centuries {Farley
198651, 38) demonstrably mid-Saxon ceramics
have been hard to identily al other sites in mid-
Buckinghamshire, including Walton.

1t has been noted above that there was a guantity
of vegetable-tempered pottery of indeterminate
date, which it was suggested might be Iron Age.
These sherds, however, were more often Tound
with mid or late Saxon pottery, and almost 50% of
them came from the dark soil deposit.

The absence of Saxon features al the Museum,
particularly the lack of graves of this date, is of
interest. Excavations at nearby George Street re:
vealed 26 individuals within a cemetery dated 1o
between the late eighth and early tenth century,
attributed to a minster church, The cemetery was
estimated to have been around 2.5 ha with up to
6000 graves (Allen and Dalwood 1983, 50-53).
However, the absence of any Saxon burials m the
Museum, the Prebendal and the Kings Head sites
suggests that the Saxon cemetery in Tact occupied a
more restricted area (perhaps about 100m from
north to south) over 120m o the southeast of the
church. It also raises the question of whether the

Minsier was on the site of the presemt day 5t
Mary's; although, it it was not, the reasons for such
o shift in position, which must have taken place no
luter than the late Saxon period, are far from clear,
and this hypothesis can probably be discounted,
The absence of other types of cut feature of Saxon
date may be no more than a reflection of the com-
paratively small size of the excavation area; fur-
thermore, the “dark soil” may have entirely
destroyed the integrity of any deposits earlier than
the medieval period.

MEDIEVAL ACTIVITY (Fig 7)

Al least three phases of medieval activity were
recognised on stratigraphic prounds, but they were
nol strictly corroborated by the ceramie phasing, on
which the following four phases are based:; these
ceramic phases are nol absolute and therelore over-
lap chronologically.

hase 1: twelfth century (2 leniures)

Phase [1: lwie twellth @ oearly thirecnth century
(10 features)

Phase I11; thirteenth to fourteemth  century
{5 foatures)

Phase IV ; [ourteenth century (3 features)

Phase 1: twellth century

Ditch 793, orientated NE-SW (230%) with symmetrical
"W shaped profile and narrow  concave base
(0dm+ L = 1.7m W x 1L.Im D). The ditch sloped
down 1o the NE, Three fills: sandy clay loam with
distinctive greenish linge, containing grey silty clay
loam lens; charcoal dump along SE side; clay loam
deposit of mixed character, containming freguent
sub-angular limestone fragments, along the NW
side, Contained 74 medieval sherds, 2 residual 1A
sherds, animal bone, ceramic roof tile and 2 iron
fragments. Cot Dark Soil 906 and cut by Pit 875
(Phase IT) and modemn wall 489,

Pit 852, sub-rounded with steep sides and a rounded base
(1m Digm = | S5m+ D ese), flled by homogenous
clayey silt, Contwmed 1 med sherd and 1 residoal TA
sherd, animal bone. Cut by wall 429 and Pit 558
{Phase 11).

Phase 11: lute twelfth to early thirteenth
century
Pil 558, oval with steep sides and undulating base (¢.6m

Lo 4m W x 2m+ D est.). Lower (.Bm consisted of
altermating bands of redeposited degraded  lime-



RN seciion,
see fipure 4

stone and silt, with sofl, humus-rich silty clay or
clayey silt and brown-mottled fimestone lenses.
Contained 14 % 12th or 13th cent. sherds, snimal
b andd o whelstone. Middle (ills (0.35m D) con-
sisted of thin, discontinuous, silty charcoal bunds
and dumped charcoal, interspersed with silty clay
with degraded green-coloured limestone fragments,
12 % 12th/1 3th cont, sherds, animal bone, tile, Up-
per fills more loamy and contained almost 200 med
sherds (Brill, [3th or 14th cent.), animal bone (in-
cluding dog’s skull), vile, oyster shell and a quem
fragment. These fills were overlain by limestone
surface 583, Cut Pit 852 (Phase 1) amnd cut by Well
RB20 { Phase 1) and Pit 887 (Phase TIT)

Fig. 7: Medieval featres, with later features shown in outline (sections shown on figure 10,

Pit 771, circular, steep sides and rounded base {1.05m L

w0, 8m+ W Qd5m Dy, Glled by o dark, homog-
enous loamy fill. At base of pit were articulbated
skull and neck venehrae of ahorse. 33 med sherds,
residual late Saxon sherds {including 51 Neois), |
possible 1A sherd, Truncated by Burial 800 and
mocern Wall 4859,

Pit 786, sub-rounded with steep sides and fial base (D

Diam est. = 0.7m D), filled by dark, homogzenons
togmy Bl Contained 1 med shend, animal bone,
tite, oyster shell, iron nail and a copper alloy coin
(R-B7). Truncated by modern wall 459 and cut by
Pit 810 (Phase 1T
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Fig. B: General view of excavated medieval Teatures, MW part of site.

Pit 856, sub-syuare with o Tt base (0.89m L= (LEm W x
[ 3m D, original esn, b 2,5m+ D), Tilled by reddish
browen, himuos-rich, peat-like 500 witls a sandy com
poment. Contianed 31 med sheeds, Ble and animal
hone. Recot as 913, leaving (0,3m of primany orizi
mak Gl Cur Pias 873 and 889 (Phase 1hamd cut by
Well B24). (section fig 10a),

Pit B62, sub-rectungulir with near-verticil sides aind Mat
b { . 3m Lose Lol Woet 2m I, onginal est, at 3,.5m
133, Filledd by two deposiits: primary humus-rich,
cluvey siltdeposit (045m D) containing tile, aninaal
e mned & near-complete medieval cooking vessel
(12th cent,) al base of the pitt upper homogenous
humus-rich deposit (1. 7m+ ). Recut as 914, [eav-
g L5 of promary orginal GIL Cul Pit B89 { Phuse
I}, (ueston fig 1)

Pit 873, sub-roumded with steep sides and uneven biaso
(1.5m Biam = 1 7m 1), Three fills: primary poorly
differentiated, homosenous silty clay with o dis-
tinctive preen hue (05m D), connining animasl
hone; discontinuous bands of silts and charcodal!
b clay Mecks; upper dump of rubbily sorl (Jm 1)
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containing 2 med sherds, Trunented by Pitg 856 and
sid (Phase 1), and by Pit 653 (Phase 1115

PFit 873, sub-square with nesr-verticnl sides and 1w base
(2m+ W = 1.2m D). Contained cighe fills: primary
sl green-grey, fimm silty clay with degraded line-
stone [rgments: green -hrowm, :-;1|L}' clay loam with
limestone Fragments wid chareoal (Tecks; chipreoal
rich dumip with two dréssed limestone blacks, ce-
ramie rool tile and copper-alloy strap-emd (0,10
30 elay losm with dispersed limestone fragmenis!
stony loany silty churcoal deposit (MW side only
upperelay loam, Contwmed 4 1 med sherds, residual
late Suxorn sherds, animal bone. Cug Ditel 793 and
cut by post-med/modern wialls 429 nnd 494

it 889, sub-rounded with steep sides ond ronaded biase
CLem L ox L Do 0.9m D), oviginal est, 2. 3m 0.
Three Nl primary dark; homuos-rich clavey sill
with a distinctive oreenish-brown tinge (0.4m 130,
cantbianing 20 med sherds, residual LA sherds, [ints,
amimal bone. Lipper Fills indicate backtilling m
least twao stages, with initially coarser and then Fines
sub-angular Bmestong frsgmenty, Contained 2
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mied sherds, Cof by Pis 850 and 562 (Phase 11

Recut 914, sub-rounded, cylondreical 1 Im Daim =

I45m 1), contuning two [iHs: primary chamooal-
rich dump.aleng base and 5 side; humus-rich silty
clay with thin discontinuous bands of degraded
limestone dipping down from the 8, Contained al-
most 100 med sherds (rwelfth o thivteenth-cen-
ey, il andd animal bone, Recut of Pit B62 {Phise
[I}). Connected 0 Channe] %15,

Channel %15 hinear, * U -shaped profile (4, 15-0.5m W =

0.2m D, with meline down o NE. Linked Pit 862
with recut pit 810, Filled by humns-rich silty clay.

Well 820, sub-circolar (1.93m Diam = 4.5m+ D},

reveted with closely packed [imesiene slabs (Ddm
across), some vse of tile filler, Bonding agent alier
nated ai regalar (L3m intervals down the shatl from
ann orange cloy oo degraded clayey limestong,
Conaimed 33 = twelfth 1o thiteenth-cemury sherds,
¥ fragments of carved limestone and a sandstone
cresset lamp,. Baekfll of construction shaft, be-
tween stone [inmg and cut, inchuded sub-angular
Hmestone fragments and tile, carly med sherds and
mirusive eighteenth-century pottery and clay pipe

FFig, 91 General view of excavated medeval features, NME part of sine.

fragments, Central clicular shaft (D853m diam),
Upper 2m of shaft voud, (no1 excovaied — depth
entablished by auger), Cot Pits 558 and #50 (Plase
1}

Upper part af well partially dismantled aod rebueil
in brick to form a vauled roof, later incorporatesd
intooa relieving wrch of Wall 487, (fig 11}

Phase L thirteenth to fourteenth century
Pt BRT, oeal with rounded base (3.2m L = §LOm+ W x

(L3m D, orig. est. L3m D), fill an homogenows,
humus-rich salev clay. Contained 4 med sherds and
animal bone. Truncated Pit 558 (Phase 1),

it 895 and Ke-cul B0 sub-rectangular with steep sides

and flat base {1m Lo 0L6m W 1.05m D, arig, est.
3m I}, Five fills: primary silty degraded limestone
(i £y weith barge limestone fragments, a possible
1A sherd and some animal hone; discontinuons
charcoal band and a clayey seil (O6m D1, | =
eleventh o twelfth-contury sherd and animal Bone,
along SWoside only: oxidised, orange-mottled silty
clay (0.1 Am 13 nom-osadised siley clay (0.A4m-- D,
with | ¥ med shend, Recut as 810, leaving (L.5m of
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Fig. 10: Selected medieval pit sections (K= recut),



primary onginal G Troncated P 786 (Phose 1)
aml cut by Bir 864 (Phase V), (fig 12 section fig
"

1.4}

Recul 913 (recut of Phase 11 P 8560, sub-rounded,
eylindrical (1 6ny L= 1,55m W = 1. 3m+ D, orig, ¢xl,
220m D). Two fills: charcoal-rich dump: dark
broswn, lwmus-rich elay lowm contmming 131 med
sherds (incl, Brill), tle and animal bone, Pottery
from the primary Fill of the recut joined with sherds
frowm the prinuary Bl of the ariginad gt

Well 865, civcular with vertical sides and a fla base
(1.15m Diam % orig. est, 3.5m D), filled by damp,
hurmws-rich. pritty silty clay. Contwimed 33 mud
sherds {Brill, thineenth or fourteenth-century ). ani
mal bone, tile, whelstone fragment.

Phase 1V: fourteenth century

Pit 653, sub-rounded with steep sides and rounded base,
(2 0m Lo L% W org, et 2im+ D). Seven fills:
primury silty charcoal deposit (0, bog T Tour alier-
noting bomds (Dohm 139 of siley ash (wath degraded
ereenizh clivey limestone) and redeposited lime

stone fragments, contaiming 30 med sherds {incl,

oo B
o Sy

Fig. 11: Stone-lincd medieval well 820: eighicenth-century relieving arch of Baker Room above.

Brill p, tile and animal bone: ash, silt and depraded
green-brown clavey limestone, interspersed with
three charcoal or ashy lonses ((L%m 1), contaning
almost 300 med sheeds (13thy 1vecnt.), 4 residual
LajSaxom sherds, tile, antmal bone and oyster shedl;
thin vellow clayey band; two, gritty loamy Tills,
continimg 18 med sherds, ammal bone and tile.
Trimcated Pit 873 recut as 667, (gection g 1),

Recul 667 (recut of Pil 6535 circular, oylimdrical
(1.45mL x 1.25m W x |05m D). T'wo fills: primary
ash- and charcoal-rich clayey silt with degraded
preemsh clayey lmestone; upper clayey siltwithne
burnt deposits, Contpined over 200 med sherds{ 1 3th/
l14th cent. ), tile, nmimal bone and ovster shell

Pit 864, sub-rectangular wath near-vertical sides and hat
base § Lo Lo Lodm W 2otim 03, Hose lined with
limestone slabs along NW side, where the pitcut the
fills of adjscent Pit 895, An inclined, dry-sine
revement (0% D) consisting of limestone blocks
el tle taserts was built pgeinst the exposed section
ol Pit 895, Contained 27 med sheeds {thirteenth 1o
fourteenth-century. incl. Brilly, ammal bone and
oyster shel|,



Fig. 12: Pits 810 and #04, showing stone revelment,

Crverlying the limestone slabs in the base of the pit were
four fills: homues-oich clay (0.5m DY with 3 med
sherds smd animal bone; thin band of charcoal;
loamy clay (0.3m D) with 5 med sherds, tile and
animal bome; clay loam with 24 med sherds, 4
resichus] 1ASSaxon sherds, tile and ammal bone, A
marrow channel (915) linked Pit 564 with Y14 (e
cut of Pit 8621, (hg 12: secton fig 1Od)

DISCUSSTION

The pits are thought to have been within the
bick plots of buildings along Church Street. Their
dates (bwelfth 1o fourteenth century) broadly ac-
cotded with those at George Street, where there
were three phases of pits spanning the twellth w
late Tourteenth centuries (Allen and Dalwood 1983,
811}

Phase I (twelfth century)

Diitch 793 Formed a major land division, perhaps

a properly boundary, running almest exactly ot
right-ungles (230°) 1o Church Streel (3237), The
absence of any evidence for either silting or scour-
ing suggests a limited period of use before it was
back [illed, This may imply a change in land owner-
ship andfor use in the late twelfith cenury.

Only one pit (852, a probable cess pit) was
tentatively assigned 1o this phise, on the basis of a
single twellth century sherd. The limited number of
pits suggests that refuse accumuolated i middens
during the twelfth century,

Phase 11 {Late twelfth or early thirteenth
century)

This diverse group of rounded, oval and sub-
rectangular pits varie from (0.9m-6m across, and
rom 0.5m-dm deep.

Five deep pits (856, 862, 873, #5849, 914} con-



tained cess in their lower fills but had been later
deliberately backfilled with a less orpanic-rich de-
eraded elayey limestone.

Three shallower pits (771, 786cand 873), with-
oul cess, contained loamy deposits with o greater
level of secondary refuse than the athers. One (771}
contained an articulated horse skoll with the top-
most vertebra sl attached, suggesting that it had
been decapitated and deliberately buried.

O unusually large pit (338) appeared w have
heen a quarry pit rather than o cess or rubbish pir
over 705 of its estimated original volume, 35m’,
penetrated the bedrock and would have produced
good-gquality limestone. Two featores, originally
interpreted as pits (820 and 865), were in fact wells
and are discussed below.,

There were more pits dating o Phase 11 than
other pluses. The Phase I pits wogether contamed
three hundred and ninety sherds, with a higher
average sherd weight (25g) than any other phase. A
greater degree of primary refluse disposal was also
reflected by the presence of a near-complete cook-
ing vessel in Pit B62.

Diteh 793, which divided the site, appears 1o
have become filled in during Phase [, and had no
visible successor, suggesting that the site lay within
i single tenement for the rest of the medieval pe-
ritxl,

Phase L (thirteenth lo fourteenth cenlury)

This group ol roanded and sub-rectangular pits
varied [rom 0.8m 1o 3.2m across, and from 1.5 1o
15m deep with no apparent differemtiation in func-
tion; all contained coss,

Although there were 50%: fewer pits dug during
thes phase, there was a marked increase in the guan-
tiy of domestic waste disposed within them.

Phase IV (fourteenth century)

By the fourteenth century, the excavalion of
new pats had almost ceased, but two Phase 111 pits
were recut, The total volume of domestic material
changed little, but the trend towards diminishing
sherd siee, which had begun in Phase 111, contin-
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wed. One cess pil (864) had a dry-stone revetmenl
inserted along ils southwest side, where it cul an
earlier pit, presumably to facilitate regular empty-
ing. (A similar, although smaller pit (259 al
George Street was dated to the late thineenth or
early fourteenth century; Allen and Dalwood 1983,
1, Fig.h8.

A shallow gully (915), possibly an ‘overflow'
channel, appearéd to link the revetted cess-pit 86
o Pit 862 {or o its recut, 914, sugpesting that they
might lwve been in conternporary use. However
this hypothesis was not corroboraied by the dating
of the pottery, which placed 862014 in phise 1

Rubbish disposal and the average weight of
sherds from pits

Analysis of the average sherd weight by pil
showed a bi-modal distribution, with two apparcni
weight ranges, 8- 16g and 2 [-30g, possibly repre-
senting secondary and primary deposition respec-
tively. Unfortunately, the average sherd weights
for the George Street phases were not resdily avail-
able for compartson,

Pits oof each phase contained potiery within bath
wizight ranges, suggesting an element of both pri-
muary and secondary disposal throughouwt the medi-
cval period at the site, The low guantity of sherds
For Phase | prevented any T conclusions, but
suggested secondary deposition of material possi-
bly derived from surface middens during the
twellth century,

Primary disposal within sub-surface features
wis more prevalent in Phase 1, whilst there was
more secondary disposal in Phases T and IV, sug-
gesting a redoetion in primary below-ground depeo-
sition and perhaps a return w the accamulation of
surface middens by the thireenth! fourteenth cen-
furiex AR, Howewver, these conclusions must be
viewed with caulion, since the average sherd
weights on which they are based do not take ac-
count of any bias resulting from the ratio of fine
and coarse wares and their individual quality. A
similar patlern was, however, recorded al Georpe
Street, where the pits of the mid to Iate fourteenth
century contdined more [ragmentary and mixed
pottery than the earlier cess-pits (Allen and
Dalwood 1983, 11), and at the King's Head, where



here appeared 1o be o greater degree of sccondary
disposal within the liter pits (Bonner er af, 199G,
24% It 15 also possible that some ol the pottery
wilhin the pnmary [ills ol the cess-pits may be
related Lo the pits” function, with some of the larger
sherds having been used o attend (o personal hy-
gicne {we are indebted to M Farley for this sugges-
lion ).

By the thirteenth or fourteenth century, realisa-
tion of the relationship between rubbish and dis-
ease led 1o regulations to cleanse’ wwns. A lale
sixteenth-century manorial regulation from Ayles-
bury stipulated that '. . . none shall vse Anye
filthines in the streels or to Lave ther dunge or cast
ther dust therin carye yt or cawse (o the commaon
dounghill . . . every man that hath & water cowrse
that goweth from the kyngs hede called the kyngs
hed gutter shall wekly make it elen . . . thos tha
make clen privies shall do vyt in the night and Cary
it forth of the town in 1o the felds wher they shall
bury il in the grownde..” {Birmingham Central Li-
brary: Hamplon Mss Coll 505455), The need Tor
these regulations indicates that refuse accumulated
in Aylesbury’s streets and that its disposal was a
problem within the town in the sigteenth century.
Filth continued 0 be a serious problem into the
nineteenth century (Gibbs | BES, 590-59K ).

Discolouration of Limestone within the Pits

The degraded clayey surface ol the Portland
limestone, the basal stratum of the site, is naturally
vellow, but at the Museum site it often exhibited a
brown hue, This could be explained by a process of
oxidation following surface exposure, in which
case its presence within certain fills may indicate
that it was redeposited from the ground surface.

Anintense green or greenish-brown colour was
abserved upon numerous lmestone Tragiments in
the pits, This *greening’ effect may be due toa high
urine content within cess pits, or could be the result
of algal growih upon the organic contents (Russel]
1957, 80). However, it is questionable whether the
chlorophyll would have remained stable for any
length of time, Alternatively, the green colour may
he the result of the formation of reduced iron com-
pounds (ferrous carbonate, sidedte, vivianite or
iron sulphide) in the presence of calcium, in the
poorly-drained conlines of the pits {pers.comm. Dr
Roseff),
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Wells

The Kimmeridge clay which underlies the Por-
land lmestone ensures a good water supply at shal-
low depths of 3m to Gm (Temple 1929, 33), Three
pits of this depth (820, 862 and 63) probably held
wiler and could have been wells, Their narmow
width {((085m-1.30m) and in one case (8200 the
presence ol a stone lining (fig 11), supports this
ingerpreation. Variows constraints allowed only a
limited investiigation of the wells by auger.

Palaco-environmental studies

Samples from three medieval pits were sclected
foranalysis: Pit 856 {Phase 11, its recut Y13 (Phase
LTy and Pit 653 (Phase IV), The results, which
represent the first analysis of macroscopic plant
remaing rom Aylesbury, are largely unremarkable,
although the more extensive weed species present
in phase 1V may indicate agriculiural expansion
onto heavier and marshy soils, along with the en-
couragement of legumes 1o provide animal feed
and improve soil fertility (see specialist report, be
low).

INHUMATION CEMETERY (Figs 13 ~ 15]

During the thirteenth cenury (and possibly the
fourteenth), the northeastern side of the main exca-
vallon ared was in use as an inhumation cemetery.
Twior phases of burial were identified: an early
phase consisting of fourteen graves {(comtaming
eleven burials) in orderly rows orientated northeast
to southwest, and a late phase consisting of four
graves oricntated northwest o southeast (e, al
right-angles (o the carlier burials), In some cases
the relationship between early and late phases
could be demonstrated by stratigraphy, and it has
been assumed that the two burial orientations were
nol in simultansous vse, The dating of the burials is
discussed further on. Several other inhumationy
were recorded during the course of the watching
brief from various parts of the museum premises.

All the burials were extended supine inhuma-
tions. All the graves were sub-rectangular with
nesar vertical sides and a flat or sloping base except
where indicated otherwise in the following cata-
logue, and were backfilled with reworked "dark
gol”



Early Phase

B13, adult female, incomplete, onemtmed 2457, arms
along sides. R hand an pelvis, fect ogether, Grave
(045m W) had sloping base, Contained 21 med
sherds, tile and animal bone, Cot Pir 8758 cut by the
former imuiment room wall (4897,

arms along sides, L hand on pelvis, feel wogether,
Cirave (0.56m W) had sloping base, Contwmed 41
med sherds, 3 residual 1A shords, tile, snimal bone
andl an unidentified ron object. Cut Pit 875; cut by
burials 772 and 802 (Lote Phase) aod 'Wall 494,

BES, ucdult male, orientited 2387, arms along sides, Teet
together, lower legs slightly 10 E of the main skel-
etal axis. Post-depositional disturbance of the torso.
Crrave (1.95m L % 0.45m W) had flat base; con-
tained 20 mied sherds, tile, animal hone, oystershell,
flint, burnt Oint, lead slag. 23 iron nails around the
skeletons, of which seven were upright (0.4-0.55m
apart}, and formed two poratle] rows (0.35m apart),
along cither side of the grave; o forther six ponmied
down and ten lay sideways, not apparently fn-sini,
hut six nails Tormed a straight line across the grave,
approximptely one thivd of the distance along it Cu
Pit 875 and truncated by Burials 772 and 802 (Late
Phuse),

801, juvenile, orientated 2307 with the cranium tilted
forward and slightly 1o the R (against a sloping
ledge), arms along sides, both hands on pelvis and
fect together, Elongated, round-cnded grave (1.7m
Lx0.6m W)withaconcentric recessed base (0.35m
Wow L14m D) Ledge (0016m W) on all sides,
Contmned 54 med sherds, | indeterminate 1A[
Saxon sherd, oyster shell, burmt flint, animal bone,
smithing slag, frags. inon knife amnd glass. Cut Pit
T,

B4, juvenile, orientated 2307, arms along sides, hoands
on pelvis, and cramum formed 1o B skull crushed
and distorted. Grave (1.2m L o= 0D.44m W) with &
slopimg recessed base (0.3m W ox 0.1 5m D). Ledpe
(OU0Tm W on all but the SW side, Contaimed 20
med sherds, animal bone and Minl. Cut by Pit 675,

815, juvenile, incomplete, orientated 2407, arms along
sides, craniom tilted forward. Grave (0L65m W),
with recessed body-shaped base ((L33m wide and
(. 14m deep), and an inward-sloping ledpe (0.12m
). Contained 4 med sherds, & residoal 1A sherds,
animal bone, Mint, 3 iron nails, | x unidentified
vopper-glioy object and | = guernstone frngment.
Burial bencath relicving arch of Wall 494, Cur 1A
Giully 700

H25, infant, orientated 2507, arms along sides, craniam o
L. Skull crushed and distored. Grave (0.33m W =
0.3 1m D). Contained 2 med sherds, 4 residual 1A
sherds, | residual Saxon sherd, tile, animal bone wnel
an unidentified fead object. Burial beneath relieving
areh of Wall 494,

B46, infant, orientaled 2465, arms along sides, cranium
tilted forward. Girave (0.95m L = 0.5m W), Con-
taimed 4 eesidual 1A sherds i animal bone. Buril
bemeath elieving arch of Wall 494,

B49, juvenile, incomplete, orientated 2400, arms olong
sides, cramium facmg upwards: Grave (0 1om W =
(. 28m D) with recessed bage (0.1 3m D) and inward-
sloping ledpe, Contgined | 0 shend, Truncated hy
Burials 772 and 802 (Late Phase) and cut by Wall
Atk

808, juvenile, incomplete, onentated 257, foct fopether,
Poodly defined erave, Contained 2 med sherds, ani-
mal bone and an Fe buckle frame. Cut Diech 793 and
Pit 875, Burial truncated above knees by the formes
ot roorm wal | 297 and Wall 4589,

905, adult, incomplete, orientated 229%, Poorly defined
prave, Burial beneath relieving arch of Wall 454,
Information recovered by watching bricl,

Grave-shaped pit 842 contained no skelewl remains.
Sub-rectangular pit, orientated 2277, sloping ledpe
st NE end and m base (2m+ L o= (0.70m W
Contained 2 med sherds., 10 1A sherds, anmmal bone,
Lile, oyster shell, Ming burnt ing, brick, and an iromn
il Cut 1A Gully 8249

Grave-shaped pit 97 contained no skeletal remains |
Rectangular pit with venical sides (0.44m W x
(L43m D}, recessed base. ledges (16m W) along
NE ard SW sides, ovientated 224%, Contained | med
sherd, 8 1A sherds, animal bone and flint. Cut by Pit
675 (which contamed disarticulseed huwman bone).

Grave-shaped pit 776 contained no skeletal remains.
Rectangular pit with vemical sides (0.23m W =
L 12m D), ocientared 246°, Contained 3 1A sherds
and animal bone, Cut TA Pit 778 and cul by Wall
4849,

Late Phase

FTZ, andult e, orieniied 318, upper orso D isied 1o
R, cranium tilted torward, B arm on thigh, L arm
across waist. Adjscent to Burial 802, possibly
within same grave. Poorly defined sub-rectangular
grave with o sloping base (2m L = 0.8m W), Con-
tained 12 med sherds and animal bone.



Early Phase
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Fig. 13: Detailed plans of burials,
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Fig, 14: Late-phase imbomation 802 below relieving arch of cighteenth-century building: early-phase gprave 801

bartvonm righi,

802, aduli mule, omentated 321°, B arm estended out-
wirids beneath adjocent Burial 772, possibily within
same prove (see abovel No fnds. Craniem run-
cated by relieving arch of Wall 4494, (fig 141,

S, nedult male, incomplete, orientaied 3097, Adjocent (o
Burial 802, Poorly defined sub-rectangulor grave
(2m L= (A5 m W Mo Hinds. Cramium irmeated by
relieving wrch of Wall 4594,

Tl adult female, memmplet:, orenied 1397 craniom
tilted forward and shightly (o L. Possible *pillow”
camisting of o limestone lompoand (hint nodole on
either side of the cramum. Poorly defined grove.
Comained 3 med sherds, aninal bone, an ron noil
and o buckle plage. Cur Ditch 875, Truncied below
upprer torsy by Walls 489 and 494,

Burials recorded during the watching brief
(Fig 13)

Parts of at least sixteen individuals were noted
i other areas of the moseum during the watching

briet, along with numerous disarbicolated bones, OF

these burials only one (01O, a plank burial) way

[
It

substantally complete. In all other mstances the
burtals were recorded in contractors” trenches
which had disturbed only part of the burials. The
archacological value of these remins is therelore
limited.

I '“,{h.-[ AT

M3 acihy male sholl, complete sath jas ane uppermios
twin cervical vertebrae, recovered Trom post-meddi-
eval lavers i Wift-shaft area; where it was evidently
redeposited, the apparent decapmtation having taken
place wfter the original burial. A major skoll injury
appeared  to have healed completely {seec Dr
Waldmm s repart below).

W aduh femuale, recorded amongst medieval layers in
lif-shaft wren, the opper part hiving been dug away
by the contractors, Orientation  norheast-soum h-
west; the burial therefore seems o belong 1o the
carlier phase of mhumations. 10 was - diffcub o
refate this burial tothe strutigraphy recorded inthe
nearby section. The inhomation had been covered
with o simgle vak plank. traces of which were s1ill



visthle, The plank wis distorted and compressed 1o
a4 thickness of c2mm, and b become moulded o
the conteurs of the underlying skeletal remains and
the shape of the grave cut, There was a suggestion
thai the grave col hod incorported @ hewd-niche,
althisugh the skoldl and much of the cutat that end of
the grave had been destroyved.

A few other Tragments of human bone were Toumd
within medieval ond post-medieval luovers in the
lif1-shafi srew, all apparenily redeposited,

151 The lower part of o burial wasdiscovered in the more
northerly of two portal-Frame pits excavated by the
contracions o the southeast of the lifl-shalt arew, in
whal is now the temporary exhibition gallery, The
burial had been truncated by one of the foundation
trenehes of the grammar school busldings,

Coach House Aren.

Several bartals and partial burals were recorded
during alterations. o the coach house (now the
Roald Dah] Gallersy ). Parts of four burials ( 189, 191,
195, 198), aligned approximately east-wesl, wen
recorded during msertion of o porial frome W one-
place the Fformer partition wall between the Two
ground-Moor rooms of the coach bowse, The skull of
a [ifth (280) was subsequently discovered nearby,
alomg with several other Tragments (281, 282, 283}
fromm an indeterminale nomber of inhumations
which were recovered [Tom beneath the southenst-
ern retainimg wall of (the conch house and in an
additional foundation trench excavated Tor the resr
wall of the mew gallery. The sKulland clavicle of a
further individual (279 were swhscquently noded
close 1o the rear door.

Cuetside and to northeast ol the coach house parts of
another individunl (278) were found, orlentated
easl-west,

Courtyard.
Parts of seven other buriaks (271 = 277) wene re-
corded during drain-lnying across the couryard. All
these were Frogmentary, andfor lay for the most parrt
hevond the contracioes trénch, One (275) appenred
T lig approsimately cast-west; iFwas not possible 1o
determine the precise onentation of the others.

With the restricted resources available for post-
excavation work it was  decided o restrict
palacopathological analysis 1o the burlals which
hiwel been recovered in the archaeologically control-
led circumstance of the main excavation. (See Dr
Waldron's report. below), Palacopathological re-
ports were nlso undertaken in respect of the plank
burial 010 and the skull (003} from the lift-shafi

23

arei; the Former was substantially complete whils!
the latter could be seen o have evidence fora major
injury, Although these remains were discovered al
the start of the watching brief, before the full scope
of disturbanees which would warrant archagologi-
cal monitoring became clear, their intrinsic interest
wirs clearly greater than that of the burials recorded
subseqguently.

The burials: discussion

The existence of inhumation burinls beneath the
Museum buildings first came to light during con-
struction work lor the former muniment room in
193344, They were thought at the time o have been
reburied in the yard when the Crammar School
building was erected n 1718,

The Barly Phase contained thireen graves in
orderly rows. Eleven contained skeletal remains,
The burials were orientated between 225% and
2577, approximately northeast o southwest, with
the head at the southwest. On average, they werg
interred thirty centimetres below those of the Late-
Phase burials, Burial 808 was assigned to the Barly
Phase on the basis of its orientation, despite being
interred within the depth range of the Late Phase.
Burial 010 is also thought to belong o this phase,

The Late Phase was represented by four indi-
viduals, This phase was also formally organised,
with burials orientated between 3187 and 3217,
approximately northwest o southeast (ie. al nght-
angles o the Early-Phase burials),

With the excepuon of the plank burial 010, i
wis not possible 1o allocate the other burials re-
corded during the watching brief w cither phase.
Where orientalion could be seen, however, il ap-
peared 1o be east-west, rather than either of the
idiosyncratic alignments noted in the main excava-
lion aren.

Cerave shape, body pasition and buriafl rite,

Body position (extended supine with feet 1o-
gether and hands resting either over or beside the
pelvis) gave litile clue as w whether the corpses
were in coffins or shrouds, Most of the graves were
vertical-sided, each a little larger than the skeletons
they contained. No wood stains were recorded, bul
twenty-three iron oails with Buarial 885 suggested
that the body had been interred ina wooden caffin.
A three-dimensional plot of the nails indicated that
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Fig. 15: Schematic plan of burials, showing orientations,

the base of the colfin had been nailed to the sides at
approximately half metre intervals along its length,
At least one cluster of nails may indicate the posi-
lon of 4 cross-strut, probably 1o strengthen the
coffin. Surprisingly, the configuration of nails sug-
gested that the dimensions of the coffin were 1.6m
by (L35m, which was at odds with the size of the
skeleton (1.73m by D.40m). More detailed recon-
struction of the coffin was not possible due to post-
depositional disturbance, possibly by a burrowing
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Four graves had a fat or sloping ledge above a
recessed base, perhaps to support a wooden plank.
The stain of a probable plank was recorded over
burial 010, Planks may have covered some ol the
other graves, such as 815 with a head-niche and
body-shaped recessed base, but there was no evi-
dence. Burial benecath planks appears to be rela-
tively uncommon (Daniell 1997), but there are



parallels from the 51 Benet's, Swinegate cemétery
at York (noted in Lilley er ol 1994, 383) where
there were four burials with planks over the body
and one instance where the body had been placed
on a plank, and another example of a body on
plank from Colchester (Crummy, Crumimy  and
Crossan 1993, Seventeen oul ol the Fifty burials
attributed 1o the third phase of the cemetery of Si
Lawrence Jewry, London, which are dated 1o the
mick-twellth century, were covered by one or more
boards (Bateman 1997). Some five burials al
Sandwell Priory, dating to the mid thirteenth 1o the
carly sixteenth centuries, had been placed cither on
or beneath planks, but such evidence was only
recovercd where there had been waterlogging of
deposits {(Hodder 1997, p100), At Jewbury, York,
there were severil praves where races of wood
irom either the base, side or lid were recorded
iLilley ef af 1994, 345). In our imstance, however,
the plank appeared w have been intact excepl
where damaged by the contractors” activities, and it
is thought unlikely that the body had originally
been buried inoa complete calfing The apparent
scarcity of evidence for plank burials may therefore
reflect differential preservation rather than an espe-
cially unusual rite:

The Late-Phase graves were shallow (the levels
of the base of the graves being on average thirty
centimetres above those of the Early Phase) and
poorly-defined, with no instance of a recessed base.
Two adjucent Late-Phase burials (772 and 802)
may have been a double interment. One body
(761), with a possible stone “pillow’, had been
interred with its head at the southeast end (ie. in the
opposite direction o others in this phase).

Reversed burals have been recorded from other
medeval cemeleries, but Form a very small minor-
ity of hurials. The practice of burying & priest with
reversed orientation {(so as 1w face his flock at
Judgement day) is not recorded prior o the post-
medieval period; meédieval priests” graves, where
they are so distinguished, contain a lead chalice
und/or paten. It is possible that some instunces of
reverse burial may be due solely 10 carelessness
(Magilton and Lee 1989; Daniell 19497),

In-all but three cases, the eranium was facing
upwards or was tilted forwards by the sloped end of
the grave. This may imply that the corpses were

tghtly wrapped in shrouds, preswmably sewn s no
shroud pins were recovered. In general, however,
heed should be paid to other excavators who have
noted the difficulty of equating use of shroud or
coffin with a particular skeletal posture (eg Dawes
and Magilton 1980),

Three prave-shaped pits without skeletal re-
mains accorded with the orientations and depths of
the Early Phase cemetery. In two cases (776 and
T797) this absence was sccounted for by Bater post-
medieval truncation, whilst one ‘grave’ (842) ap-
peared 1o have been re-dug in the medieval period.

A small quantity of smithing slag from some of
the grave fills suggests o spatial (if not chrono-
logical) proximity o some form of metallurgical
activity.

Palaeapatholegy: Summary

A full pathological examination was made of
the skeletons recovered during the main excava-
tion, a5 well as two individuals recovered during
the watching brief. The full report appears below.
Evidence was found of osteoarthritis, depgenerative
disc disease, osteophytosis, spina hifida occulta
and dental disease, all common traits in medicval
populations, There was one unusually short adul
male. In addition, a head wound to another indi-
vidual showed signs of having received medical
treatment, there being no evidence of infection,
Otherwise the Museum burials were unremarkable.
The small sample size prevented quantitaive
analysis for demographic reconsiruction,

Dating

Stratigraphically, the Early-Phase bhurials post-
date Pit 875 (Phase I1), thereby providing a fermi-
nus post guem in the late twelfth or early thinteenth
century for interment in the cemetery, The Late-
Phase cemetery pre-dates Surface 640, dated o the
fifteenth century.

The pottery and the few other stray finds within
the grave fills were of little help in providing accu-
rate daling evidence, but the main period of inter-
ment seems to be the thirteenth (and possibly
fourteenth) cemury (pottery phase 1) The cem-
etery thus appears o have been loo carly 1o have



been attached o the ‘Brother House™ (Ceely
House) of the "Fratermity of 5t Mary”, a religious
puill, not founded until 1450 (Trench and Fenley
|99, I5).

Refationslip of the cometery toeother featnres

The proximity of the cemetery o the south side
ol the parish church of St Mary suggests that the
burials were part ol an associaled cemetery. How-
ever, the gquestion of the orientations displayed by
the burials raises the issoe of the nature of the
refationship of the museam borials o those closer
towards the church,

The Early and Late-Phase burials were orien-
fated on average 3200 and 24107 respectively, The
orientation of Church Street 15 3237, amd this sug-
gests that this road, and boundaries at right-angles
o it anch not the chureh building, formed the reler-
ence point for the Barly aind Late-Phase cemigley
luyour. This accords with an early date for Church
Street, the alignment of which, together with Tem-
ple Street and Silver Street, has already been sug-
wested as an axial Feature of the Late Saxon town
{Farley 1976, 228-2249),

The close cormelation in alignment berween the
burials and Church Streel (323%) indicates that this
part of the cemetery was not in sight of the chureh
building (0.267%), but obscured by some feaure
such as a wall, A similar, but perhaps less distinet,
oceurrence  wis observed al St-Helen-on-the-
Walls, Aldwark, York, where some of those burials
which fay Turther from the church were parallel
with the nearest Feature defining a straight linge
{ Dawes and Magilton 19807,

Burials were not found over the southeast side
ol the site, but it is thought unlikely that the cem-
etery had been violated by the medieval pits, Al
George Street, where only 15 of an estimated ong
hundred mdividuals survived, fragmems of human
bone were found in over 30% of Nl conlexts
{Aen and Dalwood 1983, 7-8), By contrast how-
ever, under 4% of fills from the Museum site con
tained human bone, indicating that medieval i
cigging and Interment were (in spatial terms) mu-
twally exclusive at the site. Whatever boundary
differentinted the cemetery Trom the main area of
pits was archaeologically invisible,

The watching briel locaied twelve relatively
complete inhumations and numerous fragments of
a [urther indeterminate number. The *plank burial®,
orientited 2237 (approximately northeast o south
westh, (alls within the onemtation mnge of the
Enrly-Phase cemetery (22552579 ard dlso had a
hegicl-miche, wirait not recogmised in the Late Phase.
Mone pf the burcials to the southeast of the excava-
tion site could confidently be assigned to the Early
Phase ol interment, suggesting a possibly restrcted
zone of interment during that phase.

The remaining burials located by the watching
brief, orentated 2700°-302° (approximately east o
wiest ], could not by their orientation be confidently
placed o either the Early or Lape Phase. However,
their shallow depth (above or upon the basal Tine-
stone) accorded more with the Late-Phase practice,
suggesting that the Late-Phase cemetery was per-
haps more exlensive 1o the southeast of 51 Mary's
churcli e waos the Early Phase.

With the exception of the plank burial O1,
which clearly was part of the earlier group, it was
not possible 1o allocate the other burials o cither
phase. Where orentation could be scen, however,
it appeared 1o be east-west, rather than cither of the
idiosyncratic alignments noted in the main excavi-
tion are, This implies that special conditions pre-
vailed 0 the arca of the excavation, so that Tor
some reason it was difficult 1o align bunals oo
“normal”™ east — west orientation. [n e, this may
sugaest that sightlines from the area around thee
main excavation arca, and also in the vicinity of
burial DU, wowards the principal cemetery area
may have been obscured by buildings or other
structures during the period inowhich this parn of the
sile was 10 use as @ cemetery. Evidently such spe-
cial circumstances did not apply to the burials in
the Couch Housey! Courtyard darea.

The Reworking of the Saxon Dark Soil Deposit

The dark soil was almost completely removed
by intensive pil digging throughoot the medieval
period over the southeast side ol the site, whils|
over the northwest side, numerous interments were
cul through it during the thirteenth century. The
upper part of the dark soil (704) was heavily re-
worked throughout the fourteenth and fifteenth
centuries, suggesting that grave markers werg no



longer visible and possibly also that there had boen
a change in land use and ownership.

LATER MEDIEVAL ACTIVITY

On the south side of the site the pits wene
overlain by a limestone Surface, which was in turn
overlain by o demolition layer,

Surface 583 consetced of an area of tightly compacted,
roded and sub-ang ular limestone Fragments (2m+
L. 2m+ W o= 0,08m 20, bedded upon o discontinu-
ous, fine sandy clay containing med pottery, tile,
amimal bong and o Mint hammerstone. (Sealed Becut
917 of Pit 555 cut by Well 507,

Demolition S81/582, o rubbly laver of limestone slabs!
blocks (up to 0L5m neross) and horzontal roof tile
(0.1 5m D), averlyving Surfuce SE3; contained over
Ak of roof e, med, potlery and pnimal bone.

The compacted limestone fragments probably
represent o courtyand surface, rather than an inter-
nal Moor, as there was no evidence of any associ-
ated  structure. The overlying rubble and  lile
probably derives from the collapse or demolition of
a nearby building, presumably on the same plot of
land and thus probably fronting Church Street.

The limestone surface had subsided by almost
hall a metre into the recat pit 917, the fills of which
provided o ferminus post guem in the thirteenth or
fourteenth century. The overlying rubble however
was covered by a soil layer containing late Brill
sherds, indicating that the rubble may have been
from & building which had been desiroyed by the
late Tourteenth century, before the construction of
Ceely House in the late lileenth century (Trench
and Fenley 19891, 2),

MEDHEVAL FEATURES RECORDED DURING
FHE WATCHING BRIEF

Lift-sheft area. Excavations were undertaken
here for a lift-shaft basement and engine room. A
very large cul medieval featlure was noled in the
sputhwest corner of the area, which could not be
properly recorded owing o the need to shutier the
section. A medieval burial (010) was partially re-
corded, although the upper part af the burial had
hecn dug away by the contractors.
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Baker Room. This area was exlensively exca-
vated in order to underpin the Baker room and also
to provide nccess to the space beneath the pallery
arca. Up to 3.46m of stratigraphy was recorded
here, much of it being identical w the stratigraphy
recorded in the main excavalion area which it abut-
ted,

Alarpe pit o1 .5m in diameter, probably of me-
dieval date, was recorded immediately southwest
of the Baker Roon: this was not excavated,

Details ol other observations are held in the sile
archive.

THE POST-MEDIEVAL PERIOD

THE FIFTEENTH T} SEVENTEENTH
CENTURIES (Fig 16}

A parden soil developed over the former cem-
elery ares, and the upper part of the dark soil de-
posil was reworked. A substantial stone structure
with two internal circular compartments was built;
possibly associated with it was an external cobbled
area, a series of clay and calcareous surfaces and o
cess pit. Two short sections of wall and a possible
floor or yard surface may have been conlempaorary
with the building.

Garden Soil 625, humuos-rich silt loam (00.2m D), Con-
fained 20 med and 374 posi-med sherds, 4kg animal
bone and 160 oyster, mussel and cockle shells.

Reworked Dark Soil 704; homogenous, dark green-
black sandy clay loam with limestone grits. Con-
tmined 4 sherds deted 15th cent, 72 sherds
1th-12th cent, and 45 other med sherds, tile, ani-
imal booe and shill.

Building 644, rectangular (est. ¢.7m L ¢d4.5m W),
divichid intermally into two circular rooms, o smaller
NW room (2.2m dinm) and a larger SE room (3:4m
diam). The smaller room showed traces of a discon-
tnuous compacted clay surface bedded upon coarse
sand overlying an carlier compacted chalk surface,
Contained no finds.

The foundation trenches of the building's walls
(0. 5—1m W hoed been dug through Garden Soil 625
and Dark Soil 704 w0 the onderlving  limesione
substrate, and overlay two earlier, medieval pits
(653 and ®64), into which the walls bad sunk. The
winll Faces were well constructed using large sub-
angulay  hmestone  slabs  (353-0L53m  across).
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Fig. 16: Fifieeath o seventeenth-contury features,

Smaller limestone fragments and tile were wsed o
fill the wall, A clay bonding agent was recovded for
one course, Otherwise it was onbonded apart {rom
redeposited dark soil. Conlimed 63 residual med
sherds and ome | 5th cent. shernd,

The walls survived o a maximum height of 0.45m,
bui hadd been truncaied, or entirely removed by at
least five robber pits dated to the late 16th or early
I Tth cent. Also contained tile, bone, shell and frag-
ments of lead window kame and lead sheet, Trun-
cated by Walls 413 and 429,

Hearth 744, & three-sided, erudely made drysmone strue-

ture (0.76m L ox (L42m W), butted agamat the outer

NW wall of Building 644, Base lined with o sandy
clay: Exhibited evidence of internal scorching anid
contained a silty charcoal depositwith oysier shells,

Cobbled Surface 562 consisted of a single course of

tightly compact hmestone cobbles (up 1o 0.15m
across), bedded upon sand. Extended for 3m o the
SW of Building 644, where they were retained by an
are of upright cobbles. The surface showed signs of
exlensive wear, Finds from between the cobbles and
from an overlying thin rample soil included over 6
med sherds, animal bone, shell, iron nails and cop-
pec-alloy pins.

Tile Yayer 527 consisted of numerous roof iles (with

some poltery, animal bone and shell) overlying




Cobbled Surface 562 and Clay Surface 331, Thetile
was overlain by a thin soil layer (526) containing 3
post-med sherds, tile, bone und shell.

Surfaces 531 and 523 were Tirm, yellow clays (008
(L15m D3, o the § side of Cobbled Surface 5632,
Contamed 33 sherds (ine 24 residual), tile, animal
hone, oyster shells and a frogment of window glass.
A thin trample layer sepacaied the clay layers,
Owerlain by Tile Luyer 327,

Surfoce 509, a firm, green clay (U060, 1t D), bedded
upin i discontinuous white, calcarcous spread and
also redeposited. crushed limestone fragments.
Contamned 21 sherds {ine 20 residual), tile, bone,
shell, a copper alloy strap end and fragments of lead
window kame and glass, Above Tile Layer 527,

P 675, square with vertical sides (1, 15m W = 1,68m D).
Contained 2 fills: primary thin humus-rich silty clay
and w elayey sand (0.58m DY four loamy deposits
ciach interspersed by siltier smls, Contained 48
sherds dated [6th cent. (incloding ane Spanish tin
gluzed sherd), almoest 170kz of roof tile (965 from
arupper (1), 7 fragments of window glass (inolud-
g one ‘painted’ example), over 4.5ke of animal
bone, oyster shells, o buckle, n copper alloy knife
twith trmces of @ wooden hamlle), o chape and o
group of corroded unidentified iron objects. One of
the upper fills was o dump of burmt bone and oysier
shell.

Pit 636, rounded with irmegular sides and base {2m diam
(L L6 Db, filled by o soft, dark loam. Contained
29 sherds (ioe 19 residual), over Bkg ol roofl lile,
almost Zkp of animal bone, a fragment of window
plass. oyster and cockle shells. Truncated Surloce
e,

Former School Building Wall 494, the SW wall of the
former courtyard (incorporated inte new museum
building ). Muortared red bricks (200mm = 1 10mim =
A5mm). Previcus underpinning had destroyed rela-
tionships with major archaeological deposits.

Tile Layer 417 consisted of broken roof tile (e 500kg),
and building rubble, Contained 1 glazed foor lile,
fraps, al window glasy (three ‘painted’) and over
200 oyester shells, Above Surface 509,

Surface 64 consisted of compacted lmestone frog-
mients bedded on clay, Exhibited surface wear, Con-
tnimed 21 sherds, tile, animal bone and shell.
Assocuted with Walls 692 and 702, Truncated by
Pits 675 and 736,

Surface 639 0 firm green clay (0.05m D). Contained 18
sherds (inc |7 residoal ), tite, animal bone and shelfl.
Above Surface 640,

Walls? 691 and 702, aligned NW-5E. aboul 2m apart,
Wall 691, two large, re-used rool tiles mortared
onto @ large dressed Hmestone block (145m L=
(.28m W), Wall 702, a single limestong kb ((.6m
L 0.46m W), Asseciated with Surface 640, Trun-
cated by Pit 636,

Grarden Soil 632, o [viable silty loam ((L2m D, Con-
tained 102 sherds (ine 8 residual ), over Thg of bone,
shell and gloss. Upper part reworked (436) in the
early 18th cent,

DISCUSSTON

The fifteenth century saw the virtual end of the
use of cess pits, no doubt the result of improved
sanitary conditions [ollowing the introduction of
night cartage in the later medieval period. A garden
s0il developed over part of the site anid the underfy-
ing dark soil became reworked.

Building 644 and associated contexts

The motable event of this period was the con-
struction in stone of Boilding 644, which had «
pegeed nle rool. 1t was rectangular externally, and
divided into two near-circular rooms, resulting in
massive corners, The shape of the building sug-
gests that it was not for domestic occupation, It
could have been an oven or kiln, although there
was no positive evidence (such as burnt residues,
evidence ol scorching. or a stokehole) to confinm
such an interpretation. Projecting from the north-
west side of the building was o small stone strue-
ture (744), possibly a hearth. It was intensely
scarched and contained charcoal, and was probably
related to the use of the stone building,

To the southwest side of Building 644 was a
cirefully constructed cobbled area, probably a yard
surface, and beyond it o clay surface, The absence
of any associated walls and the presence of a thin
trample soil suggest that both surfaces were exier-
nal.

The dating of the Building 644 is problematic. [t
was built over Pit 864, dated to the fourteenth
century, which accords with the residual medieval
pottery from its foundations, However, the build-
ing was more likely in use a little later, judging
by the small quantity of fifteenth and possibly
sixteenth century finds recovered from the asgoci-



ated cobble and clay surfaces. A group of robber
pits provides a rerminns anfe grem in the lale sev-
enteenth century for the building's destruction.

Overlying the surfaces on the southwest side of
the building was a tile spread (527), containing
fragments of window kame and glass, possibly
deriving from re-roofing a nearby building such as
Ceely House, although no such activity is docu-
menied al this rime,

Wally 690 qnd 702

Two short sections of wall (691 and 702), inti-
mialely associated with o rammed limestone surface
640, 1o the northwest side of Building 644, duted 10
the late fifteenth or early sixteenth centuries. Al-
though no direet relationship could be established
with the building, they may have been extant when
it was in use,

The walls, which were not continuous ai foun-
dation level, may have supported columns or an
arch, above ground, but were evidently not load-
bearing. They could have served as an internal
division lo a buikling, the walls of which were
outside the excavation aren. The wall and associ-
ated floor surfaces hod been truncated by later pits
(630 and 675), which prevented further interpreia-
tion.

Pir67s

This cess pil, dated by pottery to the sixteenth
century may have been i use when Building 644
was extant, and was possibly used by the cccupants
of Ceely House. Besides the usual quantitics of
pottery and animal bone, a rare sherd of Spanish
tin-glazed pottery, a glazed floor tile and a painted
glass window panel indicated disposal of “high-
slatus” debris. An unusual deposit of  burnt
(sheep?) metacarpal had been deposited within the
pit. By the seventeenth century, the pit had been
filled in with over 170 kg of roof tile, presumably
derived from the stone building. or possibly from
Ceely House.

Palaeoenviranmental studies

Analysis of soil samples from pit 675 yielded
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prediminantly mineralised material. Aparl from
sewage fly puparia, there were traces of g, wild/
alpine strawherry, raspherry, bluckberryramble
and a single grape. Some of these were probahly
imported as dried fruit, whilst others were likely to
have been cultivated locally. Amongst the weed
species present, henbane may have been used me-
dicinally {see spectalist report, below),

Ceely Heuxe

This house, erected soon after 1473, occupied a
prime position on the Church Street frontage at a
time when Building 644 was in use. Ceely House is
believed to have been the *Brother House' of the
guild of the Fraternity of St Mary (Trench and
Fenley 1991, 2, 14-15). ILis possible that the guild
built and owned the stone struclure as an oven o
provide bread for the poor. However, despite ils
close proximity, it 15 uncertain whether the stone
structure occupied the same plotb os Ceely Honse

Putting this issue aside, howewver, a4 mid-six-
teenth century date Tor the stone building places it
in the ownership of Edward Warner and John
Gosnold, whilst a late sixteenth century date would
put it in the ownership of the Heywood family.
This raises the possibility that the structure was a
malting kiln, since Richard Heywood was a
malister (Trench and Fenley 1991, 18).

Following the disuse of Building 644, its associ-
ated external surfaces became bwded under a
spread of tile (527) in the late sixteenth or early
seventeenth centuries, Chalk and limestone were
later dumped over this area, inan attempt 1o lHmi
further subsidence into the underlying medieval
pits, and also to provide foundations for & clay
surface (5049, Further demolition or rebuilding of a
nearhy building resulted in the accumulation of
another tilefrubble spread (417}, in the later seven-
teenth century. This material must pre-date Wall
487, which was pant of an early eighteenth cenfury
building.

Window Lame ard glass

Window kame and fragments of window plass
(including four colonred examples) were recovered
from twelve different deposits, dating to the later
seventeenth century. The most likely source is a



nearby building such as Ceely House, which under-
wanl anumber of internal alicrations, including the
replacement ol its oriel windows, at this time
(Trench and Pealey 1991, 19), Alternatively the
kame and colonred glass could have come from the
church, 60m to the northwest, or from the former
school house, which was built on the northwest
side of Ceely House, on Church Street, in the lale
seventeenth century: the rear wall (494) of this
building bounded the southwest side of the former
courtyard and was later (in the early eighteenth
century ) incorporated into the Headmaster™s House
of the new school,

Towards the end of the seventeenth century a
garden soil (632) developed. Its upper parl was
later reworked (436), in the eighteenth century.

THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY (Fig 17)

This period saw the construction {in two phases)
of the former Grammar School, the walls of which
delimited the area under investigation, The walls
were recorded together with a series of postholes,
possibly the result of scaffolding erected during
construction. Two brick drains, an ash pit and a
well or water cistern were also buill. A garden soil
developed over a part of the site,

Garden Soil 43 developed over the site in the early
18th cent. and led (o the reworking of an carlier
garden soil (632) of the 17th cent. Contained 242
sherds, Thg of tile, 0.5kg of hone, 180 clay pipe
fragments and plass.

Former School Building Walls 413 and 429 formed the
northeast and northwest walls of the former court-
ward area, and bave been retained within the new
Museum complex. The walls used mortared red
bricks (223mm = 110mm * 60mm) and were
founded op relieving arches, Mineralised traces of
wionden stakes beneath the foundations are thought
to e the remams of the timber Tormwork For the
arches,

Former School Building YWall 487, constructed in the
same manner a5 Walls 413 and 429, was originally
prart of a sepoarate building.

Surface 443, a layver of ammed limestone fragments
2.5m+ L) Contained |06 sherds, over Skg of tile,
clay pipes, bone and oyster shell, Above Garden
Soil 436, Truncated by the former school building
and Structure 432,

Structure 432 consisted of three courses of mortared red

bricks (225mm ® [10mm ¥ 6lmm), [orming a
squire structure (inteenally 0.3m across). A char-
coalfash residue adhered to the internal brick sur-
fuces, although there was no trace of burning in situ,
Cut Surface 443, Truncated by former Wall 452,

Structure 610 consisied of horizontally placed peghole
roaf (e butted by bricks ying on their (wider) “hed"
gides. These were smaller (210mm = [00mm =
40mim ) than those of the school building, A silty soil
wis present over the surface of the tles. Above

Giarden Soil 436, Truncated by Wall 492,

Structure 478 consisted of Lightly monared red bricks
(225mm = 1 10mmx 60mm}, lving "bed” w *bed"
along the base and edped with Further ricks lying
(side-on), ‘end” 10 ‘end’. A silty soil was present
along the base of the structure. Above Carden Soil
436,

Garden Soil 442, o silty loam soil. Contained 132
sherds, amimal bone, 2 frags, Lead kame and 14
frags, window glass. Overlay Structures 432, 478
and 610,

DISCLSSION

By the end of the seventeenth century, the site
was covered by a garden soil (436), the upper part
of which was reworked (632) throughout the early
elghtecnth century. Rammed limestone, possibly a
yard surface, occupied part of the siie,

The Former Grammiar School

On the northwest side of Ceely House the Gram-
mar School was built (1718-1720), around three
sides of a central courtvard (Walls 413, 429 and
494}, The walls were founded on relieving arches,
in order to alleviate the problems caused by under-

lying pits,

The Courryeard

The creation of a central courtyard resulled ina
reduction in ground disturbance and an emphasis
upon surface brick-built struciures.

Successive drains (478 and 6107 were built to
remove rainwater from the northeast wing of the
former Grammar School and an ash pil {(432) also
belongs to this period. These features had gone out
of use by the time that an additional wing (Wall
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Fig. 17: Bighteenth-century features,

487; the Baker Room) wax constructed on the
southeast side of the courtyard, 1t used the same
sized bricks as the earlier building and was, like the
school, also founded on relieving arches. A rermi-
sty prowt epenn in the early eighteenth century for its
construction was provided by Garden Soil 436,
through which the building was cut, which accords
with the late eighteemh century date suggested by
Trench and Fenley (ap cir, Fig 13).

A thin garden soil within the courtyard con-
twined a larpe guantity of window glass and lead
kame possibly originating from the blocking of
windows during the refacing of the former school-
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house {(Wall 494), in the mid lo late cighteenth
century {Trench and Fenley 1991, 29-30).

Seventeenth and Eighteenth-century features
observed during the watching brief.

The lift-shall arca. Evidence lor earlier cellar
arrangements behind the Church Streetl frontage
was noted. A large sub-rectangular cavity ((04],
measuring al least 1.35 x 3.65m, was recorded
along the southeastern side of the lifi-shaft base-
ment, This featire appears 1o have been a cellar,
although little remained of the structure apart from
the lowest course of one wall, which incorporated




both stone and brick, and a row ol stone blocks
which formed a step within the cellar foor, The
lowest part of the floor was |.86m below the 1993
Noor level, This cellar seems 1o have been entered
lrom 4 doorway near the eastern comer of the
room, 1 s possible that earlier during the present
cenlury there may have been a passage from the
corridor encircling the Tormer muniment room
which led to this cellar. However, the brick wall
which formed the southeastern side of the lift-shafi
basement was sel in a construction trench (0133
which cul the rubble fill (012) of (04, the earlier
cavity, The brick wall itsell was puncluated by 1wo
apertures, one a low arch 13 brick courses high
which was an original aperture, the other a roughly
rectangular gap seven courses high and 0.54m
wide, immediately below the 1993 floor level al
91_88m adD, which seemed to have been a second-

ary opening,

It appears, therefore, that there were two distinet
phiases of post-medieval cellar, one associated with
the cavity 004 and a second associnled with the
brick wall, although the relationship of either phase
of cellar (o the main building phases is difficult w
deduce, The 1718 buildings evidenily incorporated
structural elements belonging to the two small
houses which hid previously been on the same site
{Trench and Fenley 1991, 297, and it 1s possible
that the cavity (04 may have belonged to the pre-
1718 building.

One further structural post-medieval feature
was recorded: a stone plinth (083m square. This
wais situated roughly centrally within the lifi-shaft;
its precise date and functional relationship with the
grammir school buildings were both unclear.

The Baker Room. Extensive underpinning of
the Baker Room walls was undertaken by the con-
tragtors. Periodic inspection of this process showed
that all four walls of the Baker Room rested on
relieving arches. In view of the profusion of medi-
eval pits, this appeared to have been n sensible
precaution; however, it was difficult 1o determine
whether the relieving arches had been constracted
sooas 1o avoid the load of the walls beanng on
specific pits, as the arches appeared o have been
reasonably regularly spaced. Tt would, in fact, have
been difficult to find many points in this area where
firm bedrock was present near the surface. Re

miains of the formwork for the arches had sorvived,
consisting of the remaing of timber piles. In nuost
instances these had rotted away entirely, leaving a
series of lacunae within the fills. Typically these
lacunae were in the order of 150mm squure, Bvi-
dently the timbers used here were scrap, perhaps
redundant joists or wall studs, Tor lines of nails had
survived as patches of mineralisation along the
oulside of the voids. The piles had been inserted
within the arches up (o three deep.

Southeast of lift-shatlt (now temporary exhibitions
gallery).

Two pits were excavated by the contractors,
along with o shallow connecting trench, in order to
insert u portal frame, The southern pit was reconded
io o depth of 3.27m below the existing Moor level,
The earliest feature recorded was a medieval pit
with sloping sides. A brick relicving arch had been
constructed over this pit when the outside wall of
the grammar school buildings was built in 1715,
but given the widespread occurrence of relieving
arches amongsi the eighicenth-century  founda-
Lions, it need not be the case that the builders of the
grammar school were aware of the presence of this
specific pit,

h

A further relieving arch was noted beneath the
former rear (northeastern) wall of the coach house;
it did not appear to span a pit.

L1=H

Courtyard.

A stone-lined well was noted during dram-lay-
ing: this has subsequently had the pipe-work fora
manual pump inserted, probably during the nine-
teenth century,

THE NMINETEENTH CENTURY (Fig 18)

During this period the northeastern corner of the
courtyard, which contained o cess pit, was parti-
tiomed by walls which butted onto the schoolhouse,
Brick Teatures, possibly bonfire stunces, abutted
one of the Museum walls. A brick drain and two
small pits also dade from this period,

Walls 424, 427 and 496 Tormed two adjoming divisions



Fig. 18, Nineteenth-contury featunes,

0. Tm x 2.5 and 2.85m = 2.5m) in the NE corner of
the courtyard. Walls 424 and 427, about 2m apart,
projected SW, at right-angles 1o the former school
building (Wall 413}, apainst which they were butted
and irregularly ‘keyed in’, The walls (0.4m W)
survived as five courses of mortared red bricks
(225mum = 1105 = 60mum), Wall 496 (0.35m W)
projected ot right-angles (o Walls 424 and 427 and
was butted against the former school building (Wall
4871 Truncated by walls of former muniments
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main section, see figure 4 1
!

Strocture 300 consisted of three courses of mortsred red
bricks (225mm = | 10mm = Gimm) forming (wo
arms{2m L and (.7 m apart), abutted to Wall 487, A
discontinuous chareonl deposit containing glass
and oyuter shell was found inside and around the
brick structure. Mo scorching observed. Above Gar-
den Soil 436 and helow Brick Sorface 415,

Surface 415 consisted of one course of mortared ed
bricks (225mm = 1 10mm = 60mm) forming a sur-
face which seiled Structure 500 dnd extended be-
vondd i, Truncated by modern dring,



Strueture 452 consisted of two mortared courses of
bricks (190mm = [ Hmim x 60mm) aroumd three
sides of an un-mortared brick base (internally 0.8m
Lo 0.3m Wi, Contained o silly deposit. Bulled 1o
Wall 427 (former school building) by a series of
whole and hall bricks (225mm = 1 10mm x 60mm)
{Struciure 453),

Structure 603 conyisted of mortared red bricks (225mm
# [ 10mm = 60mm) forming & rectangular stricture
(imernally 1.2m L = 1.lm W), (o the NE side of
Woall 496, The structure was sef in a cul, 604, The
base of the brick structure rested upon the surviving
foundations of Building 644, A preen-brown or-
ganic-rich residue adhered in places 1o the lower
imterior surface of the brick stmetore. Filled by an
orgamic-rich silly clay. Contained 160 sherds, ani-
mial bone, limestone mbble, Frags. of 4 glass gohlet,
carved masonry (pozsibly originating from the
Georgian fronlage of a ncarby house, Beech-nul
stenes hid been preserved by virtue of their contact
with @ number of copper alloy artefacts, including a
coin, possibly a halfpenny of George 111 (third or
feurth ssue), which provides a sermians post guen

of 1806 Tor the use of the pit.

Structure 475 consisted of 19 merured courses of re-
nsed yellow bricks (165mm = | 10mm » 55mim),
possibly C17th and therefore ne-ussd, forming an
oval structure (1.23m Lo x 0.97m W o 1.5m D).
Contnined two fills: lower damp silty clay with
pottery, tile, animal bone (ineluding rst skullsy and
Fragmients of three different glass poblets; upper
rubbly silty sand with pottery, red brick, gliss,
plagter (2.5ke), slae, ceramic aml limestone roof-
ing, frags, of an iron knfe and lock mechanism, and
two small fragments of bone bearing the impres-
siony of printing, probably T paper with which
the Fragments had lain in contact {cat no 80, below).

Garden Soil 464, a silty loam conlaining potiery, animal
bone, and 16 frogs. of window glass.

DISCUSSION

In the early nineteenth century, three walls (424,
427 and 4977 were butted onto the outer walls of
the former Grammar School, o form two small
open rectangular divisions within the east corner of
the courtyard. These linked the southeast wing (of
late cighteenth century date), of the lormer Gram-
mar Scheol, to the northeast wing (of early eight-
eenth  century  daie), therehy enclosing the
courtyard on its fourth side. Access into the court-
ward from the northeast was possibly via adoorway
in Wall 496, though none was evident at founda:
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tion level. The new walls were not load-bearing
and it is unlikely therefore that these divisions were
roofed over as ground Noor rooms. The purpose of
these frecestanding walls is unclear, although the
brick structure (603) within the larger northeist
division suggests that it had been used as an out-
door toilel, Study of the cess deposits from the
structure revealed that the oceupants of the former
Grammar School had eaten apples or pears, and
gooscherries, Opium  poppy seeds were  also
present, although whether these represent local
weeds or medicinal use is difficult to determine
(see specialist report, below).

The pit was regularly emptied until the late nine-
teenth century, when it was filled with rubble, in-
cluding Georgian architectural limesione masonry,
similar to another fragment found i Garden Soil
464, The Georgian masonry, possibly fragments of
window sills and upright mouldings, indicated the
refilting of carlier, cighteenth century windows,
Although there are no documented alterations of
this kind to the former School Building in the early
nineteenthth century, it is possible that this was the
date when the windows of the Schoolhouse were
raised {Trench and Fenley 1991, 30),

The brick drainage features (478 and 610), had
gone out of use by this time, and were buried
beneath Wall 429, A replacement drainage system
(432/453) was built from the northwest side of the
wiall along the foot of the norheast wing of the
former Grammar School,

A brick structure (500} containing charcoal and
ash (similar to an earlier, eighteenth-century ash
pit, 432), butted against the new southeast wing of
the former Grammar School. Tt was probably an
ash-pit for the residue of bonfires within the court-
vard, Al some later date, a brick surface (415),
possibly a pathway, was laid along the southeast
side of the courtyard.

At a broadly similar ime, 4 near-circular shaft
(475), lined with re-used seventeenth-century(?)
bricks was sunk into the south cormer of the court-
yard. This did not appear to have held cess, al-
though cess had apparently preserved some of the
palacoenvironmental material which included min-
eralised gooseberry seeds (see specialist report, be-
low), and ity shallow depth (under 1.5m) and



inability to hold water meant that itwas not a well,
nor an underground cistern. s function remains
wncertain, The reused bricks suggest the demoli-
tion of a seventeenth-century wall in the early nine-
teenth century. The large quantily of plaster and
roof tilesfslates provide evidence for substantial
building activity in the mid-late 19th century.

Mineteenth century structures to the rear of the
Musenm.

A number of nineteenth century features were
revedled during the insertion of drains to the north-
east of the southeastern corner of Ceely House and
recorded during the watching brief, Inspection of
the external brick wall here shows two blocked
doorways. That on the right (ie the more northwest-
erly) evidently led into a small building, now de-
molished; the scar of its roof is stll visible, The
lefi-hand doorway apparently led divectly oot of
the building. The main outside wall of this parl of
the buildings is dated by Trench and Fenley (1991)
to the nineteenth century, and the features immedi-
ately outside it are unlikely to be carlier. They
consist of the bases of two carefully constructed
tunks or reservoirs (described here for convenience
as tanks, although this interpretation may not be
entirely secure), together with what appear to be
drains,

Brick tanks A and B. The “tank™ nearer 1o the wall, wink
A, measured 1LOS = 087 internally, bul a brick pier
with & curved edge jutting from the main wsewn
wall, apparenily constructed at the sume time as
tank A, protruded over ils projecied southem cor-
ner, The base was of 0.30m” tiles, replaced by bricks
around the base of the pier, The sides consisted of a
single course of bricks, those on the side adjacent 1o
the museum being individually chamfered. There
was no evidence that these sides had ever been more
than @ single course in height. Parallel with the
northwestern side of tank &, and separated from il
by o band of clean, deliberntely laid clay 0.07m
wicle, was o brick wall, surviving for four courses
ahove the level of the tile base of tank A, This wall
continued bevond tank A and formed the base of a
will adjacent 1o tank B, surviving to o height of
thirteen courses,

Tank B was parallel with tank A, and separated
from it by 0.3%m. Within the gap was o band of
mortar 0.23m wide over a single ling of bricks set
side by side; these were set in blue-grey clay, and
sitoated 0.03m from the owter edge of wnk A and
(1 Lme From lank B,

36

Tank B itsellmeasured 1.02 % (0.50m, but there wis
some iregularity at the southem comer where two
of the bricks forming the tank wall had been sl atan
ungle rather than rimmed to sive. Those bricks
which Tormed the walls were flush with the MToar,
which consisted of mortar over (iles which had been
growted in blue clay. Blue clay was also present
ground sl four sides of this feature. Although no
evidence for iy ides had survived uhove the level
of the base of this structure, the regular constroction
anil the use of blue clay suggested thal this had also
been o tank.

Tothe eastof lank B were other lines of bricks set in
blue clay, but the area visible was limited by later
brick walls. A culvert with brick walls pod o stone
roof led in a southerly direction from this area, from
ppproximalely the point ol which the blue clay was
1o lomger visihle,

The precise nature and function of these struc-
tures are unceriain, They are evidently all of one
phase, and appear 1o have been designed 10 chan-
nel, store, and perhaps process Houids  below
ground. It scems unlikely that any industrial proc-
ess would have been undertaken here in the nine-
teenth century, and the most likely explanation is
that these features represent the below-ground ar-
rangements ol a privy, although attempts 1o find
patrallels have not been successful. [t is also hard o
determine the purpose of the brick pier, which was
apparently load-bearing. The privy would presum-
ably have been situated within the small building o
which nceess was ghined vin the right hand blocked
doorway. An allernative explanation is that the
structures were intended 1o collect waler from the
roof for re-use.

THE TWENTIETH CENTURY

At the beginning of the twenticth century, the
buildings of the former Grammar School formed
four adjoining wings about a central courtyard,
contiguons o the soulheast side of Cecly House,
The northeast and southeast wings of the school
were mo longer linked: Walls 424, 427 and 496 had
heen dismantled by the end of the nineteenth cen-
luiry.

When the Grammar School moved o Walton in
1907 (Pevsner and Williamson 1994, 157), the
former School buildings (excepting the Assistant
Master's House) were bought by the Buckingham-
shire Archacological Society. In the 1920% or



1930s, an exhibition room was built in (the norh-
west corner of the cowtyard, although no archaeo-
logical trace of it was found, In 1934, the cellared
Muniment Room (Walls 489 and 492) was inserted
inte the courlyard, In the 1950k, the schoolroom
windows were raised once again, and the courtyard
roofed over, 8% & ground-tloor building. Finally, in
1993, the courtyard rool and Muniment Room
walls were dismantled o accommodale an cx-
panded basement aren beneath a first Aoor art pal-
lery of the new Museum Building.

THE POTTERY
hy L Rayvner

Introduction

The watching briefs and excavation produced a
total of 6716 sherds (98,706 kel The majority of
the assemblage dates to the Medieval and Posl-
Medieval periods but there was also some Iron
Age, Roman and Saxon pottery recovered. In same
cases substantial potiery eroups have enhanced the
understanding of stratigraphical relationships and
provided some dating, but the lack of other dalable
artefacts has made it difficalt to refine this with any
precision. This problem has been amplified by the
truncation and re-cutting that has occurred on site,
resulting in o large gquantity of residual material.

Methodology

A full fabric and form analysis was not carried
oul becavse of restrictions on time and resources.
All pottery was identificd by visual examination,
with sherd count and weight recorded on pro-forma
sheets. Important groups oF conlexts were then ex-
amined in more detail with further information on
formi and fabric noted. The main problem encoun-
tered during the identification was distinguishing
plain Iron Age sherds from fine Saxon sherds, due
te the largely undiagnostic nature of the material,
The sherds thai are at present imesolvable have
been placed in o category ‘lron Age/Saxon’, The
implications of this will be discussed more fully
later.

All sherds are illustrated (figs. 19-21, where
sherds are identified by their catalogue numbers)
except where indicated otherwise.
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MIDDLE IRON AGE

Oe hundred and twenty-Towr sherds (13089 kg)
were recoverzd that could confidently he dated to
the Iron Age. These were identified on the basis of
fabric and form, by comparison with previous ma-
terial  recovered from  Aylesbury,  particularly
Georze Street (Allen & Dalwood, 1983} [ron Age
oceupation has been identified on the basis of five
features, which produced 21 Tron Age sherds and
no-other later pottery, The remaining 103 Tron Age
sherds were all found in residual contexts,

In gencral the Iron Age pottery is very small and
highly abraded, indicative of material that has been
redeposited, The larpe residual assemblage sug-
gests that further Iron Age features had been de-
stroved by later activity,

Three main fabric types were present and these
accord with other middle Tron Age pattery recov-
ered in the Aylesbury arca, for example ol George
Street (Allen & Dalwood 1983),

i A sandy fabric, mainly containing sub-angular
to sub-ronnded clear quarts inclusions, varying
in texture from fairly coarse (o very fine,

if) A shelly fabric, varying in texture from very
coarse 1o fine,

i) A coarse gritted fabric with mainly flint inclu-

S10NS,

Forms were very hard to discern due to the small
and undiagnostic nature of the assemblage; only
nine rims were recovered, These were mainly sim-
ple, rounded or upright rims, Burnished surfaces
occurred in both the sandy and shelly fabrics, but
decoration was rare, with the exception of the
highly burnished and decorated sherds recovered
Fromm contest 783 and 767,

Stratificd Iron Age potlery

1. Shouldared bowl: line shelly fabric, dark brown
surfaces and core; highly burnished. Around the
neck there is 4 segmented double-cordoned effec
decoration consisting of short obligue incisions
over which three parallel lines have been added. An
inciscd swirled concentric decoration covers the
hody and carinated shoulder reaching up o the
double-cordon; this has been executed with a single



i . o p——— é
-

A S i e

Fig. 19: Iron Age and Saxon potery (seale 1:3)

paint rather than a comb teol, and was applied
belore the horizental lines of the neck-cordon. The
incised lines, particularly those on the body, vary in
depth and width; they are generally shallow, bul
tenid to be deeper below the carination, (7830

Dr Elaine Morris (University of Southampton)

writes:

“The form: tripartite profile composed of a lower

body wxone separated from a remmed or incurved
zone by a carinated shoulder, with medium-length,
shightly Naring, vertical rim, i paralleled most
closely within the All Cannings Cross — Meon Hill
range of bowls (Cunliffe 1974, fig A no 4, dated
Sth to 3rd cent.). The decoration, however, is not
all 1 Wessex tradition, but wirtually idemical to the
Fengate-Cromer lradition. Barly/Middle fron Age™.

Upright thickened rim: coarse calearcous fabric,
black surfaces and core (798).



Residual pollery

3, Slightly everted rim: fine sandy fabric, dark brown
surfaees and core highly bumished with incised
decoration (TOT).

4, Upright rim : fine shelly fabric, mid grey surfaces
and core, burnished exterior (794),

5. Upright rim: sandy fabric, black surfaces and core
(843),

. Slightly everted rim: fine shelly fubric, black sur-
faces and core (B16G),

ROMAN

Only twi sherds (0.01 kg) have been identiled
as Roman and none of the features has been as-
signed a Roman date, One sherd of coarse ware
was recovered unstratified and the other, a body
sherd from a poppy-head beaker, was recovered
from context 795 ulong with medieval material.

SAXON AND SAXO-NORMAN

At present only twelve sherds (0,157 kg) can
confidently be dated as Saxon and nane of the cut
festures excavated on site has been assigned 1o the
Saxon period. Most of the identificd Saxon pottery
is af Si.Neots type, dated to the tenth to eleventh
century. Two sherds of Ipswich ware, dated 700 —
850 AD, were also recovered, from contexls 282
and 754. No Early Saxon material, such as stamped
vessels or grass tempered wares, was present
Eighty-four sherds of Saxo-Norman potiery were
recovered in shelly and sandy fabrics,

The recovery of only small quantities of identi-
fied Early and Mid Saxon pottery, in comparison 1o
the larger quantity of Iron Age potlery, may lead to
the assumption that the unidentified sherds, as-
signed ‘Tron ApefSaxon’ are more likely to be Tromn
Agpe in date, On the other hand, the apparent lack of
Early and Mid Saxon material may be a reflection
of this type of assumplion,

The distribution and source of the Saxon potlery
is inferesting as it mainly oceurs residually, often
also with Iron Age material. It is assumed that the
Saxon material was being brought onto the site,
and not that Saxon features had been totally de-
stroyed. This movement of material may have been
part of domestic refuse disposal or manuring of
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horticultural land, A nuinber of Saxon seltlements
have heen located in Aylesbury a1t George Street
andl The Prebendal, which may provide n source for
ihis material (Allen & Dalwood 1983, Farley
L986).

Dark Soil deposit 906

This deposit was excavated in five layers, an
upper layer, 704 and a lower layer comprising four
spits, 743, 751, 754 and 767. The dark soil deposit
was truncated by the inhumation cemetery but this
was only distinguishable at the basal level. This
created u potential problem of large quantities of
intrusive material within the ceramic group.

Five hundred and twenty three sherds (4.513kg)
were recovered from the five contexts: 6 Tron Age
sherds, 19 Tron Age/Saxon sherds, 2 Saxon sherds
(1 St. Neots type, | Ipswich ware) . 72 Saxo -
Norman sherds, 373 sherds dating to the thirteenth
or fourteenth century, 45 sherds dating to the four-
teenth or fifteenth century, 3 sherds dating fo the
late Tudor period and | sherd dating to late six-
teenth or early seventeenth centary.

Throughout the deposit, pottery dated to the
thirteenth or fourteenth century is predominant.
This is either indicative of the formation date for
the deposit or is a result of the presence of grave
fills undetected in the dark soil deposit, as noted
above.

Only the top layer, 704, contained pottery dating
from the fourteenth century to the Posi-medieval
period, and clearly this has been introduced into the
deposit through re-working. Layer 704 also con-
tained 72 sherds of Saxo-Morman pottery. This is a
very substantial group representing 86% of all
sherds of this date and its presence may Suggest an
upper date range for the formation of this deposit of
the eleventh to twelfth centuries.

The six Iron Ape sherds are clearly residual,
redeposited from disturbed Tron Age features that
lie beneath the dark soil deposit. The remaining
ceramic groups from the deposit are those dated
Saxon and ‘lron Age/Saxon'. Of all the sherds
attributed to this latter categary, 49% were recoy-
ered from the dark soil deposit. The presence of 5t
Neots type and Ipswich ware may also be of use in



defining o date when the dark soil began 1o form,
O the basis of the stratigraphy and the presence of
Saxon and Saxo-Morman pottery o date range of
thee eighth to twellth century AD may be suggested
for the formation of the dark soil deposit,

Residual Saxon pottery

To Upright nger-tipped rim: sandy fabric, black sur-
faees and core (R32).
B. 51 Meots everted rim: shelly fabric, pinkish sur-

Faces, mid prey core (RE] )

Saxon and Saxo-Norman pottery — Dark soil deposit

9, Jar: coarse guartz gritted fabrie, Mid orey ext, light
prey core, mid-light grey it (767)

10, Jar: coarse sandy and flint gritied fabric. Mid grey

surfaces, light prey core (754},
1.

Far: coarse sandy fabric, Black surfaces; light grey
core | 7345,

Ipswich ware stomge jars sandy Fobric, Orange-
brown ext. and core, black int, Mot illusteatable,
{754)

13, Jar: coarse sandy and shelly fabric. Boff-brown

surfaces, mad grey core (704)

MEDIEVAL

A total of 4068 (64,279 kg) sherds dating to the
medieval period were recovered, The assemblage
ranged in date from the twelfih o fourteenth cen-
tury and four ceramic phases were identified:

Phose [ pwellth century

Phase 1I: fate twelfth to early thirteenth
cenlury

Phase TIT: thirtaenth to fourteenth
century

Phase TV: fourteenth century

For material dated to the twelfth century, the
maost common fabrics were sandy and shelly wares,
mainly in copking pot and jar forms. Much of the
pottery of this date was recovered as residual, along
with material of a later date.

In the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries the
Brill industry dominates the pottery assemblage.
The Brill material is present in a variety of fabric
colows and forms showing the standard develop-

40

menl evidenced at other sites, including George
Street. Forms recovered include globular jugs,
baluster jugs and o lote Brill wide Manged bowl.
Many of the sherds are glazed with the typical
mottled green glaze and with standord Brill deco-
ration such as red-brown slip lines and double
square vertical rouletting  along  applied  sirips
tlvens 19820 Yeoman 1983

Cuantification of the pottery recovered Trom
medieval cut features is presented in Table 1.

Pit 862, in phase 11, produced a very interesting
group and serves as o good example af primary
deposition, Five large, joining sherds (LR35 kg)
fromm a huge jar were recovered (fig, 20, no. 14),
The jar is decorated with thumbed applied strips
runming at a slight angle vertically up the jar.
Dated to the Saxo-Norman period, the form ap-
pears o have developed from the late Saxon radi-
ton and is comparable o Stamford and Thetford
types (MeCarthy & Brooks 1988, 154-158), Ac-
companying these sherds was a late twelfth-cen-
tury cooking pot (101 kgl completely intact
except for the base (fig.20, no 15, This pottery
was recovered from the surviving 0.5m of fill, be-
lowy the re-cul (914 and clearly represents primary
deposition,

Pit 836 and s re-cul 913 demonstrale the proc-
esses of deposition and re-deposition that were oc-
curring on site, From pit 856, lwenty-seven sherds
fromm a sandy glazed jug were recovered. From the
re-cul 913, a further 27 sherds of the same jug
were recovered, to form o vinually complete ves-
sel (fig. 20, no 17 It appears the jug was depos-
itedd in pit 850 and then in the process of re-cutting
some af the sherds were removed. These were
subsequently re-deposited back: into the later cess
pit, possibly when pit upcast was used 0 seal lay-
ers of cess.

Stratified Medieval pottery

14. Storage jar: [Tint grived fabric, mid grey surfaces,
light grey core. Applicd vertical thumbed steip

iphase 11, B62),

15, Couoking pot: sandy fabric, black surfaces; light

grey core. Sooting on ext, surface: (phase [1, ¥62)

6. Pitcher: sandy [abric, dark grey surfaces nnd core,



o

15

Fig. 20: Medieval pottery (scale 1:4)
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brown margins. Squal. globular body, plain strap
handle (phase 118207 (no il fusirated),

17, Jug: sandy fabric, orangey surfaces, mid grey core.
Pale greeny vellow glaze, Thumb-impressed base,
regular combing on by, Strap hondle slashed o
form V. {Phase T, B60/854)

Conelusions — Poltery groups from pits

Phase | - twelfih century

Sherd  Sherd Weighe Avo Sherd %
Ot { feateil ) Wi it
12ih cent. | 0015 Hols <14
Residual I lI.HE:I.!" .f.I_.!!i'I_l_ _urxi:_
Total 2 D016 HAEIE <%

o percdiiiage of gailery Do pir leulies,

Phase I produced the lowest quantily of poliery,
This 15 not surprising considering that only one pit
has been identified in this phase. The lack of pits
attributed 1o phase [ may suggest that other modes
of rubbish disposal were utilized during this period,
for example surface middens. Twelfth-century pot-
tery was re-deposited into later features as the usc
of pits for rubbish disposal miensificd, but only in
smiall quantities,

Phase 1T — late twellth to thirteenth century

Shierd  Shevd Weivht  Av, Sherd %
Connt { tearail ) Werghe
Late
LZth =13th 355 7597 0.021 245
Residual 33 2.092 063 25
Tuatal ARE O.6H9 0025 265

Mine pits and one well were assigned to phase 11
and these produced 415 sherds. Twenty-seven
sherds could not be dated confidently and so have
been excluded from analysis. The majornity of the
sherds appear 1o be primary deposition, with 355 of
the 415 sherds dating to the late twelfth or thir-
teenth century. The average sherd weight for this
date is also high at 0.021 kg This trend 15 exempli-
fied by pit 862, from which a virtually intact cook-
ing pot was recovered. The remaining 50 sherds
range in date from lron Age to twelfth century and

have o lower avernge sherd weight for each Lype,
anging From 0.006 to 0,012 kg, The average sherd
weight for residual wares is greatly increased due
to the presence ol sherds from the large Saxo
Morman storage jar also recovered from pit 862,
The thick fabric, huge dimensions and storage
Tumetion of the vessel would have mide it impracti-
cal and probably unoecessary o move ofien,
Therefore the vessel is likely o have had a long
period of use, with a low risk of breakage. The
sherds appear to be in a comlext of primary deposi-
tion, despite the Saxo-Norman date given lor the
viessel type.

Phase 111

Sherd  Sherd Weight Ay, Shierd

Ceninf {rietedl ) Weiglit ah
I3th — 14th 300 4,445 DER N B 2%
Residual 215 4187 AR IRY 15%
Total 515 KRS ooy 350

Only two new pits, two re-cuts and one well are
assigned to this phase bul there is a large increase in
the quantity of pottery per pit, probably due to the
increased quantities of pottery being re-deposited.
Three hundred of the 520 sherds recovered date to
the thirteenth 1o fourteenth century. The remaining
sherds included 167 fate pwellth or thirteenth-cen-
tury sherds and 41 twellth-century sherds, which
give soine indication of the scale of re-deposition
occurring. In phase 1, the average sherd weight
for residual and thirteenth or foureenth-century
pottery has declined in comparison to phase 11, to a
range of 0.007 o 0.019 kg, The average sherd
weight for the phase has declined w 0.017 kg.

Phase IV
Sherd  Shevd Weighe  Av o Sherd %
Cnnt {fiatal ) Wirtahit
14th c. 173 2.e6p [ERAN 129
Residual 359 50014 o4 Ul
Total 532 7415 0ol 0%

539 sherds were recovered from three pits,
Seven sherds could nat be confidently dated and so



T'able 1:
Pottery from medieval features by phase, highlighting the pottery used w date the conlext

Late
P it Cr Weight Pre-med. Unid {2ek f2eh T2ihiE3eh 13k f3iidih 4
{kel} Rt cenl e cent cent irenk
I d793 7 ooz 2 4
p 852 2 0016
2 phR7S 15 1135 -2 3
p it i3 0355 3
P EED 41 0E02 h
p ESh 3l 0.925
p e ] 2845 5
r9i4 4 1.887
p H24f55H 53 0955 3
p 7RG | {100 1
w H20 3 (885
p a3 2 0,025 2
A rai7 344 5080
r9i3 131 3055
w RGS 38 0435 8
[ HEH 4 0,004 4
p 895 2 (.052 2
4 pRed 0 0740 27 A
HE53 424 6282 5 7 23 236 7188

P =phose Ci=count p=phd=dich w=well r=mr-cul Pre.med = esidual pre-medieval pottery  Unid. = medieval

pottery but not closely dotsd

have been excluded [rom analysis, O the 539
sherds recovered only 173 date o the fourteenth
century, indicating a continuing increase in the
quantity of material being re-deposited, OF the re-
maining group, 328 sherds date (o the thirleenth or
fourteenth century and 23 to the late twelfth to
thirteenth century. Again the average sherd weight
within each dated group has also decreased. The
average sherd weight for the phase has declined to
0.013 k.

Interpretations of this kind must bear in mind
the problems associated with sherd count and
weighl, Although it s penerally accepted (hat
sherds of a smaller size and abraded nature repre-
sent re-deposition, the differential breakage pat-
lerns of Fabric types and forms may ereate & bias
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and resull in 4 particular type being under- or over-
represented in the group, The different functions
performed by vessels also atfect their span of use
and thus different forms will be of different ages
when discarded, which has implications [or the
dating of deposits (Vince 1987, 201 ), Nevertheless,
the pattern of increasing disturbance and re-deposi-
tion is clear, emphasising the problem of
residuality when dealing with urban assemblages.

Inhumation cemetery

The inhumation cemetery falls within phase 111
thirteenth (o [ourteenth century, Two phases of
burial activity were identified and these have been
termed ‘early’ and ‘late” inhumations,



Early Inhumations

Twelve praves are attributed (o phase | of the
cemelery, Mrom which a combined total of 2148
sherds were recovered, There were 47 lron Age
sherds (21.2%), one Saxon sherd (0465 and 170
bate bwellth 1o thirteenth-century sherds (78.34%).
The Tron Age and Saxon sherds are elearly residoul,
being redeposited Trom earlier features or from the
dark soil deposit through which the graves were
cut. The medieval fabrics were mainly sandy, some
with glared surfaces.

Late Inhumations

The three praves assigned 1o this phase of the
cemetery produced 26 sherds (00169 k), Twenty
three sherds are medieval but only twelve could be
confidently dated to the thirteenth century. The
Fabrics present were mainly sandy with wiped or
pluzed surfaces. Three sherds of ‘Tron Age/Saxon’
pottery were also recovered,

POST-MEIDMEVAL

Pottery dating from the late fifteenth century 1o
the post-medieval period amounted 1o 2408 sherds
(31,997 kgi, which constituted 35.87% of the
whole assemblage, The types recovered included
glazed red earthenware, stoneware, and tin-glazed
earthenware,

Most of the stoneware recovered is of German
manufacture with material from Frechen and possi-
bly also Raeren; later deposils alse produced some
Westerwald material (fig.21, nos. 1821} All
sherds recovered are sall glazed, normally with an
iron brown colour wash. The forms recovered were
mainly bellarmine jars and tankards or muogs. The
Westerwald material is decorated with the distine-
tive coball blue and manganese purple colours, The
use of both colours, wgether with the decoration
form of stems with leaves and flowers, suggests a
date of late seventeenth century.

A& wvariety of forms were present in glazed red
carthenware, including a chafing dish, dripping
pan, pipkins and a colander base. These forms were
in use from the sixleenth century bul their utilitar-
ian function means form development was con-
servative and closer dating is problematic,
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The eurly cighteenth century saw a phase ol
brick building which resulted in little potiery belng
deposited and subsequently recovered, Clearly, the
use of the land and mode of domestic refuse dis-
posal had changed.

Only a small group of Yictorian and later pot-
tery was recovered [rom deposits, such as drain
backfills and pipe trenches, This pottery consisled
of glaeed carthenware, creamware, transfer printed
ware and poreelain, Most ol these were in forms
such as bowls, plates, cups, and teapots.

The pottery recovered from  post-medieval
deposits is presented in Table 2, with the pottery
used 1o date the deposit highlighted. The per-
centage of residual material present is high in the
majority of post-medieval deposits, The dating of
these deposits has, therelore relied, more heavily
on stratigraphic relationships,

Stoneware
Frechen

I8. Bellarmine mask: grey fabric, yellowy bulf int

Speckled brown sall glaze ex (464)

19, Beltarmine: grey fabrig, pinkish grey int. speckled
browi salt plaze ext. Central band of runming
serolbeed leaves, acanthus leal motl and medallion

with human head profile, (632)

20, Beltarmine medallion: fragment of heraldic medal-
lion. Grey fabric, grey int., brown speckled salt

plaee ext. (495)
Westerwald

21. Mug: pale grey fabric, light grey salt gloze ext,
Lozenge design with mowlded boarders, Decorition

in cobalt Bloe and manpanese purple. {464)
English

22, Beltarming medallion: grey lobric, grey int. Light
brown speckled glare ext. Pragment of heraldic

medallion, (499

23, Bellarmine mask: grey fabric, grewv nt,. Greenish-

prey speckled plaze ext. (4248)
Tin-glazed wares
B Thomson wriles:

24, Rim of a small bowl covered with a thin white tin-
flare and decorated internally with two cobalt blue
horzoniad limes and & lincar or florl motif, The



Table 2;
Pottery from post-medieval deposits, showing guantities of intrusive and residual sherds, and pottery dating the
context (highlighied),

Foteed vemant Wetght (kg ) R sl frdvasivie Fantiiia
pottery prtiery
Crarden sl 625 395 A8 20 I
Building 644 it (1288 ik
Cobbled surfuce 562 & 568 100 |.265 93
Tile layer 527 14 0370 28
Surfpce 53] & 323 33 (195 24
Surface S0 21 (.15 Rl
Pit 675 a3 2.185 15
Fit ik 29 (L3770 [9
Tile layer 417 ins 4.986 k!
Garden soil 632 102 1.334 ]
Surface G20 Zl 0.250
Surface 630 18 [.141 17
Garden soil 436 242 2895 23
Surface 443 1106 (1L.4950 f
Garden soil 442 132 I.1B3 I3
Structune 613 16l 2330
Structure 475 7 1620 (0]
Ciarden soil 464 265 3595 1%

RLUE

Fig. 21: Post-medieval pottery {scale 1:3)
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fubric has & pink inge and contains fine guartz with
the occasional red iron inclusion and 15 typical of
the wargs produced in YValencia in the ke medieval
period. However, there is no teace of (he losire
decoration which is more normal in Spanish imports
from the region in this period and the Ayleshury
find ix a rure example of 4@ Patemu Blue bowl]
(Gerrurd of af 1995, 287 (Conlext 568)

There were twao other fragments (not illustroted):

Body sherd from shoulder and neck of smull globu-
lar Malling jug with an overall white fin-glase deco-
ritted extermally with blue mottling, The cordon at
the junction of the shoulder and neck s typical of
the jugs mmported from the Low Countries in the
mid 1o late sixteenth century {Hurst er af | 968, 126)
(Context 68G).

Body sherd from tin-glezed drug jar decorared ex-
termally with cobalt blue hotizontal  lines  and

blotches. London, laie 17ih{ early 18ih cent, {con-
text 422),

CONCLUSIONS

The County Museum assemblage is comparable
to others from Aylesbury. In particular, the assem-
blage from George Street provides a good compari-
son Tor the middle Tron Age and medieval pottery,
The most unusual item from the County Museum iy
the burnished and decorated Iron Age bowl from
context 783, Nathing comparable has been previ-
ously recorded from Aylesbury and s style of
decoration is unusval for the area.

T'he presence of two sherds of Roman pottery on
the site is of interest, as the only other Roman finds
recovered were a few coins, A source Tor this male-
rial is difficuolt o suggest, although areas of Roman
activity have been identified in Ayleshury, at
Buckingham Streetl and in the Walton area.

Also worth noting is the presence of two sherds
of Ipswich ware, which has few findspots in Buck-
inghamshire. Unfortunately, one sherd was found
residually ina later inhumation grave, but the see-
ond was recovered from the dark soil deposit (906),
The sherds recovered both came from jars, typical
of forms found outside the Bast Anglian kKingdom.
Cinly two other sites in Aylesbury are recorded as
having Ipswich ware present: Aylesbury, The
Prebendal, and Walton Lodge (Blinkhorne pers
comm).

The medieval assemhblage has strong similarities
Lo that from George Streel, where comparable fab-

46

rics and Torms were recovered. The Brill industry
dominates from the mid thireeenth century on-
wards, with late fourteenth century forms also
present, Typically, the majority of this material was
recovered from a series of pits, which cover a simi-
lar dute range (o those excavated al George Streef.

It is harder to put the post-medieval assemblage
into @ wider context, owing o a luck of published
material of this dae. Although post-medieval ma-
terial was recovered from George Street, Walton
Court and Crofi Rouad, none ol the assemblages
have been published in any detail. The only excep-
tion is o published group of late eighteenth-century
finds from a well at Bouarbon Street, but this pro-
vides very limited comparison {Farley 1977, 46—
Tl

The fate ffteenth to ecarly sixicenth-century
material provides an intergsting transitional growp
between the late medieval and post-medieval. The
most common ware recovered for this date was
the black-glazed earthenware, mainly in 1yg
lforms; although at present a source for this mate-
rial has not been established, Clearly, German
salt-plaze stone-wares were also reaching the area
by the sixteenth century.

The Luer post-medieval assemblage consisted
of typical wares and forms, with Targe quantitics of
glazed red earthenware recovered. The importance
of these groups was not in thelr intrinsic value but
the dating they provided, enabling construction
phases 1o be tied to historically documented devel-
opmenis,

THE ARTEFACTS

By L. Ravner, D, Bonner, J. Pavkliouse
aeed NV, Sniith

The finds have been grouped by period and then
material. Most of the finds published here have
been dated intrinsically or by association with other
datable material, Full descriptions of all the objects
recavered are held in the site archive.

The non-pottery artefacts are catalogued in a
single numerical sequence (-8 15 Hlostrated items
(figs 22-27) are indicated by an aterisk next to their
catalogue number, and are ideniificd by their cata-
logue number on the appropriate figure,



PREHISTORIC

Flint: (Fig. 22) D. Bonner

Mineteen flint antefscts and debitage, weighing
485 were recovered: only two pleces are from
possible non-residual contexis within lron Age fea-
tures. There were also eighteen unworked [ins,
welghing 540g,

O seventeen flakes recovered, ten were second-
ary and one was tertiary, Three had been modified
by retouch, two showing signs of use. Comparisoen
of the breadih:length ratios with published chrono-
logical data-sets (Pits 1978) suggests a later prehis-
toric context for the waste assemblage. There were
one single-platform and one multi-platform core
(40 — S0mm, weighing 30g and 60g), Neither had
been worked 1o their full potential. Both are likely
o date 1o the later prehistoric period. Four tools
were recovered, one scraper, two points and one

2
Fip, 22: Flint (scale 1:2)
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hammersione: the scraper was small and retouched
(through patination} along one side and the distal
end. Its date 15 uncertain; it exhihits evidence of
reuse,

*1. Point; o point of presumed neolithie date made by
bifacial retouch at the comer of a simall trapezoidal
Make, and also exhibiting wear-traces on the appos-
ing butt end, (SF 1285)

¥2. Poinl (awl); o point with a rosnded end on o large

[Nake of late mesolithic or later date. (5F 1286)

#3. Hammerstone; o sub-spheroid flint hammersione
(SR~ in diameter; weighing 30800, with chips
o opposing surlaces, This iem i comparable to o
similar example from an ron Age pit o George
Street (Allen and Dalwood 1983, 16). Both

hammarstones showed evidence of carelul prepara-
tion and repeated use and were not (rom the ad hoc
e of availuble Mint. Their sice and corresponding
weights were nol unusual and they may date from
the neolithic onwards. (SF 1221)



The range of the ussemblage implies that it is of
mixed period, with elements from the lLater

Mesolithic onwards, There is a high proportion of

tools (26% of the nssemblage), The two cores sug-
gest that ar feast some int processing ook place
locally, although there was a lack of primary
flakes, The wols are indicative of nearby domestic
activity, although there were no cutting tools. Dal-
ing this possible settlement activity is dilficult; the
poinis suggest possible mesolithic and  early
neolithic activity, whilst the remainmg material
mity well be lute Neolithic or Bronze Age, there is
little reason for considering any (o be Iron Age.
This conclusion contradicts the mterpretation of
the George Street Mint; it was supgested that all the
flints were Iron Age (Allen and Dalwood 1983,
[ 62},

Shale Bead (Fhg. 23)

*4. Fragment of conical shale bead (10 8mm-14.5mm
diom}) with @ central perforation (4.9mm-T.9mm
diam ) and o consistent durk, brownish black colour
(10 R 2/ 1. Found in lron Age gully 799 (51 1233)

Fig. 23: Shale bead (scale 1:1)

This fragment of perforated shale bead had a
centrally-bored hole probably made by a flint point
or bronee awl (perhaps using a fine sandy ubra-
sive), the product of a highly skilled crafismen. In
the prehistoric period, shale is commonly found in
non-domestic or “ritual” locations, such as funerary
contexts (in association with other items of high
status) and appears to have been vsed for personal
ornament and display, ls resiricted access may
have given shale a high perceived value, making il
a symbol of power and prestige, sought after as an
‘exchange’ or ‘export” commodity (Shepherd
1985%. The most likely source for this bead is the
Kimmeridge clay deposits of Dorser. The bead may
date to the third or second millennium b.c., when
shale was predominantly used for jewellery, and it
would therefore be residual in gully 799, 1L may
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however be contemporary with the lron Age settle-
menl, in which case its domestic conlext is unusual,
Only six prehistoric sites within the county have
produced shale objects, including similar beads
near Taplow (Stevens [884), as well as Chinnor,
Chifordshire ( Richardson and Young 1951,

Copper Alloy Pin (not illustrated)

5 Copper Alloy pin L 20om p ragaments Mid Tron
Ape pully (B33 This pin may perhaps come fnom a
brooch similar to the bronge Thala from George

Street (Allen and Dalwood 1983, 16, Fig [1).

ROMAN

Coins

6. B3 (1Tmm diam}, Constantine, A, 317520,
Obv. IMP. CONSTANTIN ANVG, helmeted and
cine bust. Rev, VICTORIAE LAETALE PRINC,
PERP. Two Victories facing and holding a wreath
or shield {inseribed VOT. PARL), upon a column or
altar, in field, Mint mark: STR {Trier) in exerguc
(ef. RIC T, 2150 Coin residual in medioval pit 786,

Corroded Cu alloy coin, |Tmm diam and 1nm
thick: /&3, probably ate Roman. Residual in medi-
eval pit 358,

Corroded Cu allivy coin {Roman? ) Residual nome-
dieval pit B62,

MEDIEVAL
Copper Alloy Dress Accessories (Fig. 24)
Buekle Plates

*). Buckle plate L 38mm w 21 mm, Folded shec
buckle plate with recessed end for frame. Dot and
Hine decorition pround edge; two rivel holes anound
which gold colouring survives; | 3th-1dih cen.
grave [l (7053, (5F 1199}

# 1. Buckle plate L 27mm w hmim, One side of folded
sheet buckle plate. Rectangular with recessed end
for frame; one rivel hole; oy stamped decoration
rung aeress width, Plate dates from 1350 onwards;

dark soil deposit (7T51). (SF 1186)

11, Buckle plate L 53mm w 18mm, Folded sheet
buckle plare. Rectangular plate with recessed el
for frame; engraved wmig-rag decorntion along edpe
of plate and forming Y " shape along centre of plate;
two rivet holes. Cf High 51, Marlow { Bonner forth-
coming, no 4) and Westhury, Milton Keynes (Mills
1995, cat 126, fig 155 no UR), Date range: early 1 3th
—garly [5thcent; 17th cent. layer (51070, (5F | 103)
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Stvopr Erds

*12. Folded sheet strap end L 30mm w 2dmm. Sub-
seqoare; three rivet holes visible: punched wiangle
decoration along theee edges of Dont panel only.
Lot 12th 1o earty [3th cent, pit (828, (5F [242)

The dating for this type of sirap end is imprecise
but similar examples have been recovered in Lon-
don with potiery dating 1o the mid thirleenth to mid
fourteenth centuries (Egan & Pritchard 1991, 158
1600, The recovery of the strap end with guantities
ol lawe twellth o carly thidcenth-century pollery
may suggest that the type should be dated slightly
earlier.

Mty

*1X Arvched pendant mount L 41oun w | lmm. Free
swinging pendant mount with three urches: 14th
cent, pit (BO3). (5F 1241)

14, Arched pendant mount L 51mm w | lmin Free

swinging pendant mount with three arches; residuoal
in I%h cent, layer (464), (5F 1204)

Similar arched pendant mounts have been recoy-
cred in London dated 1o the mid 13th o mid 15th
cent. {Egan & Pritchard 1991, 219-224).

Iron Dress Accessories
Baekle Frames

15, Buckle frome L 30mm o w 33mm, Small double oval

buckle frame; grave fill 130h cent, (8077, (SF 12207

1. Buekbe Meame L 2 3mm w 28mm, Soall doulbde gval
bupckle frome; early [6th = 17th cent. pit (684). (5F
1 185}

Buckle 15 was recovered with quantities of late
twelfth e thireenth-century pottery  from  the
backll of a grave, dated to the thileenth century.
Although the buckle frame form is generally as-
cribed a mid fourteenth-cemury date, iron buckles
have been recovered {rom other urban areas from
conlexts as early as the mid thirieenth century; in
particutar in London where plain iron, double
looped buckles have been recovered from mid to
late thirteenth-century contexts (Bgun & Pritchard
1991, 85-86).

Iron ColTin Fittings

17. Mails, twenty-three nails were recovered, probably
from & coffin. All the nails except one weare inoa
corraded, fragmentary state. The complete nail
messured 4hmm in length and Tomm across the

a0

heaed, Thee fragments of other nails appeared o be of
similar dimensions {Burial 8%5).

Worked stone S Parkloune
W e tetiee s

These are all fashioned from fine-grained mica-
ceous metamorphic rock, probably schists. No pel-
rological work has been undertaken on these items,
but o Norwegian source is possible,

18, Whetsione Tragment, with aperture (diam 4 Bnmim)
for suspension loop. Sub-rectangular cross-section,
megsuring 8.7 x 9. 5mm ot the foctere (88 2077,
S dhack xedl depogit T43)

19, Bar whetstone, fractured ol gither end. A small
perforation for a suspension loop has been bored o
a depth of enly 4mm: this operation may have been
aborted when the stone Fractured, Sub-rectangular
cris section 20,0 % 200 (0 20.7 » 2L Imm, {58
PSS womtext 553 fove 120000 3th)

0. Small fragment. possibly from a whetstione, al-
though no charncleristic wear patlems are visible,
and the identification must be regarded as doubiful,

(5F 247 wnstratified)

21 Whetstone, with irregular cross-section and one (lat
surface. HBroken at the narrowest point where the
section fs 18,1 = 26:9mm. Length 1154mm, (§F

L2a8, comtexr 8o, L3h{ 4t cont well)

22, Fragment of wherstone with sub-triangular cross-

section; two of the surfaces evidently wiom with

use. 23,0 19.9 fpering o 173> 19.6mm. Lengih

GO (SE 1269, conmtexr 7700 lite L2000 2100 cent.

Jritl

Lamp

*23. Cylindrical block lamp in cream lmeslone, prob-
ably Portland limestone. The sides and rim are
carefully dressed, There are traces of a projection
fromm the side, perhaps Tor some form of Mange o
grip the item, but the limp is damaged al this pein,
The base is uncven and has been either trimmed or
divnaged, The upper part of the interior is sooted,
suggesting that this item had been used s a lamp
rither than as & stand for 4 pottery lamp, Stone and
pottery lamps were in common use between the
fater tenth and carly fourtcenth centuries (Barclay
and Biddle 1990, fig 307), [56mm diameter. (5F
F226; re-used in Well 818)

(ugrnstones

24, Small Fragment from the circomierence of an upper
quemn in Mayen lava, Max thickness 21.6mm; al-
thongh the stone would undoubtedly have been



thicker further towirds the cenlre, this wils evi-
dently from a well-used stone, Mid-Saxon or luger?
(&5 1229, contexi 394 1200 3eh cenr,)

25, Roughly trimmed dise in Mayen lava, One edge is
Nartened, and is avidenty the grinding surface of a
guernstone from which this piece must have been
reworked; the sige of the piece indicates that te
uern was o hadstone, A Mid-Saaom o later dote is
probable for the original guern, The function of the
reworked item s not Known, A possibly similar
piece (diameter cT4mm: thickness c42mm) (rom a
[3thf1dth cent. context in Southamplon has been
described as o rubber; the published illustration
sugrests that the undérside may bave been rpther
maore even than our example (West of of 1973, no
2232}, Dmam  (max) 1 Hmm; thckness  (max)
Mmm. (8F 1230, confext 781, fill of “eariy” phase
grerve FR2 (infemation 8850 130 cend, )

POST MEDIEVAL
Worked bone and Ivory (Fig, 25)
Craming (eees

# 26, Bone die Cubical die marked 106, 205, 34 with dots,
Yery well made and marked: carly 1#th cent. pit
(28] (SF 1

27, Bone domino L 26mm:; marked double four; re-
siduzd in 2000 cent, layer (414), (SF 1023)

Similar examples have been recovered from early
post-inedieval contexts i Morwich, Oxford, Ply-
mouth, and Seuthampton (Margeson [993, 217).

frmpdemenis

£28, Bone handle L 95mm, Two-picee bone handle with
iron tang in sitw; early 18th cent. deposit (436), (SF
1069

Bone handle L 34mm. Carved and decomted to
form Phird head. Possibly handle from paper knife;
late 18th cont, laver (4423, (SF 1011)

=30, Bone handle L 68mm, Decornted bane handle with
incised lines; ron tang remains in situ; drain fill
20th cemt. (406, (SF 1024}

J1. Bone handle L 8%mm. Length of iron mod in situ.
Highly polished, Oval cross section; 18th cent
layer (4170

20,

32, Bone handle L 36mm, Length of iron tang remaing

33 Ivory handle L 62mm. Very highly polished with
oval cross-section,  Inscribed  with  *Wilson,
Southsea” owards end of handle. Possibly cutlery
bandle; unstratifed {4025,

Fevsonal odyfecis

¥4, Bone razor handle L Blmm w 27mm. Razor
handle with folding iron blade. Handle has ondu-
lating edge Tor grip; mid-late [Bth cent. layer
(4420, (5F 1047T)

#35, Bone toothbrosh L 51mm, Head with rounded
ernd; bristle holes do pot fully pierce hewd, Mo
hristles remain; 20th cent. laver (414), (5F 1017)

Unidlensified ooy

W36, Bone strip L 33mm. Strip with finished edges.
Incised lines run along edpe. Bebael decomtion
fwintly visible on surface; Late 17th — early 18th
cent. layer (436). (SF 1082)

®37. Bone object L 74mm. Theee lines incised at both
ends and across centne, Both ends of bone are ridged
presumably for attechment to implement; drain fill
20th cent, (4563 (SF 1025)

“38, Bone object L 20mm. Turncd object with hollow
e, possibly a hundle which had been riveted to the
el 0f o shaft; carly 18th cent, well Till (5321), (5F
L101)

39, Bone strip L 25mm. Flat stnp of bone with two
incised parallel lines and concentric circular deco-
ration; 13thf14h cent pit G (546). (ST 1207)

4. Bone Sheep mewntarsal with perforation bored
through (02).

41. Bome Shecp tibia with perforstion bored through
ome sice only; early 1oth — [7th cent. pit (68:4).

Copper Alloy Dress accessories
Lece Chapes (Fig. 26)

A total of 18 copper alloy lace chapes were
recovered from contexts dating from the carly pos
medieval period. Two main (ypes were recovered;

Type 1 —Tapering sheets, rolled so that edges meet
but do not overlap - ‘edge to edge” scams,
This type may also have rivets at the wide end,
Mid thirteenth to Afteenth-century date, with
some surviving into the sixieenth or seven-
leenth centuries,

Type 2—5Sheets folded so that one or both long edges
cul inward to secure the lace. This type can be
decorated but both types are more commaonly
plain. Mid sixteenth to seventéenth century.

Lace chapes such as these have been recovered
from well dated contexts in other urban areas and it
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Fig. 25: Post-medieval arelacts (scale 2:3)



is suggested thata date of 1550735 can be assigned
io the change from type | wype 2. The recovery of
type | chapes from mid thirteenth-century contexts
in Londan has led to the earlier date for the start of
this type (Egan & Pritchard 1991, 281,

42, Type 1: L 27mm d 1.5mim; 15th cent, layer (625)
4 Type I L Mmmod LSmm; wide end only; | 5th cent,
layer {623)

Vel Type 13 L 28mm o 2iom; seams appears 10 overlap
al bage. Frapment of silk braid remaing i situg
complete: early 16th = late 1 7th cent. pit (701 ).

45, Type 1; L 20mm d 2mm; one rivet hole; virtoally
complete; carly 16th — 17th cent. layer {562).

46, L 20mmd 2mm (Uncleaned ) early 16th— 1 Tthcent.
lnyer { 560 ).

*47, Type 17 L tomm d 2mm; virtually complete; carly
I6th cent. lnyer (566)

48, Type 15 L 23mm d 2oom; Mesl. pitfposthole (572).

#49, Type 2; L 3d4mm d 3mm; virtually complete; late
[ 6th —early 1 Tth cent. layer (677}

50, Type 2: L 20mm d 3mm; stamped decoration 1o
produce cross-hatched pattern over lower hall of
chapo; Complete; | 7th cent. stone mobber trench
(e,

ELL LA L el 2o wirtually complete; | T cent layer
{4171,

452, Type 2; L 24mm d 2mm; virtaally complete; late
[ Tth cent. layer (437),

#*83, Type |5 L300 d Zmm; complete; late | 7th —early
ERth cont. pat (Gl 518 of pit 5197,

#54, Type 2; L 35mm d 3mm; virlually complete; late
1 Tth —early 18th cem, layer (632),

*55, Type |; L 30 d dovm; incomplete; residual ina
miiel — lmte PRth cent. lnyer (442

Three chapes tesidual in o lae 18ih - early 19th

cent, lyer [(964);
56, Type 13 L 26mm d 2.5mm; virually complete.

57. Possible chape: L 30mm w 4mm! flattened: both
eneds broken,

58, Type 2; L 150mum , L Swing two lragmeils.
Dresy Hoek (Fig. 26)

559, Hooked cloak tag L 22mm w | 5mim. Copper alloy
hooked cloak tag. Rectangular loop, tag has circle
of dors and centrel boss with Tace of o bearded

53

man; 17th cenl. layer (417} (SF 1073)

Similar objects, which are usually sixteenth or
seventeenth century, and are sometimes found in
pairs linked by a length of chain} have been recov-
ered rom Morwich, Winchester, Great Linford,
Milton Keynes, Wharram Percy (a linked pair) and
Coventry (Margeson 1993; Biddle 1990, 551-2;
Mynard & Zeepvat 1992, Hurst (ed) 1979, 111, fig
56.25; Woodbield 1981), although these are all the
open-work, Aol type; the closest parallel is from
post-medieval demolition rubble in the cloister at
Bayham Abbey, Sussex (Goodall 1983, 109, fig
48.5); there is also a similar hook with a rather
different face from Oxford (Goodall 1989, fig
96.33). (We are indebled to Mrs AR Goodall for
comments on this item).

Piny (Fig, 26)

A total of 87 copper alloy pins were recovered
from the excavation. Of these, 37 were small dress-
making pins from contexts dating from the seven-
teenth century, All these pins had small globular
heads and did not exceed a length of 30mm. The
other 50 ping recovered varied greatly in size from
26mm o 55mm, although all except two had
globular heads, The pins were recovered from a
variely of features dating from the lifteenth 1o the
twentieth centuries and would have been used For
fixing head dresses, veils and clothing, Clearly, the
majority of the pins recovered are post-medieval in
date, but some medieval examples may be present.
Two examples of this are the wound-wire headed
pins which have a thirteenth 1o fifleenth-century
dute range,

*“6i. Wound-wire head pin. L 52mm; compleie, |5th
cent. pit fill (625). (SF 119%4)

*61. Wound-wire head pin L 4%mm; comploie, He-
sidual in early 16th = 17Tth cent. layer (527), (SF
1120

Copper Alloy Personal Objects
Thimbles

62, Thimble [ 2Tmm H 22mm, Flatened, very cor-
rocled, Possibly an open ring type, or top may be
braken or col away; | Tth cent. pit (il (BE6),

ThimbleH o, Creshed thimblie with plain band
around base and round indentations; | Tih cent. file
dump (527,
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Iron Tmplements

A variety of iron knife blades were recoverad
dated 1o the medieval and post-medieval pariod, A
selection of bone handles were also recovered with
evidence for anachment to iron implements, most
likely knives. Many of the items recovered were in
a fragmentary state and have not been illustrated.

64, Knife blade L 17.7om w 2.2em. Twao joining frag-
ments. [Tt cent, pit [ (G50,

Enife blade L 1%cm w Zem, 17th cent. pit GIL{690),

Knife blade L 68mm w 22mm, Tip fragment from
knife blnde. Early 191h cent, well (11 (506),

Knife Made L 33mm w 16mm, Small fragment.
13th cent. grave fill (HOK),

5.
.

67.

scissors with eceentrically-set finger loops. |7th
cent. tile dump (417).

09, Key L [14mm. Oval bow with solid stem and
sepurately applicd symmetrical bit, designed o
apen doors from both sides. Typologically this key
belongs o the post-medievel period. (Unstratified)

Jetton

T, Brass reckoning counter af “Hans Schulies’,
o 15501574, Nuremburg, siomlur to M., Mo 29301
and 32166, Obv, A conventional single-masied
wessel ot sea, wilh a Mg and streamer fore and afi,

Seissors L 105mm w B0mm. Very corroded pair of

Leg, HANS SHYLTES.OPEX. Rev. A lozenge of

France-ancient showr as four 1ys: in ench spandrel a
frefoil  between twn annobers, Leg HANS.
SCVLTES.OPEX.

Immense numbers of cheap casting picces ema-
nated from Muremburg from 1500 AT By the end
af the | Sth century, Muremburg was one of the most
imporiant distribution centres in Europe. These
counters were struck in greal numbers  in
Muremburg dunng the 16th century, for use in
France but are common in England. The identical
lepends on the obverse and reverse is unusual, The
absence of ‘NORNBE’ {MNuremburg} is surprising
and meaning of *OPEX" unceriain (Bamard [916,
208228, (5F 1273 comtexe 025, westrarified, from
watcheng brief in (fT-shaft crea)

Coins
T1. Halfpenny; probahly George 111 firse issuoe (1770-
75}

72, Halfpenny: George U1 third or Tourth 1gsue 17949,

1 BT

Both coins corroded, from cess pit 605

n
LA

Slate Pencils

73 L 55mni: both ends sharpened: early [h cent. il
of cess pit (602)

4. L 42mm; one end sharpered, other end broken;

carly 19th cent. layver (464).
75, L 36mm; oncend sharpened, other end broken; 19th
cent, (422).

To. L 2%mm; one broken end, other end blunt; 19hcent.

(422).

L 3Tmm; One end sharpencd, other end blunt; 19h
cenl. (422),

7.

Stone Bowl

*78. Marble bowl H 5.8cm Radius Tem (18% of rim);
shallow bowl, upright rim. Two incised lines run
wround bady, Black Serpentine marble (Source iy
The Lizard, Cormwalll, C19, layer (464), {We are
grmtelul 1o Mr H Buckley For commenis on this
provenance).

78

Fig. 27: Post-medieval sione bowl (scole 1:2)

Clay pipes by N Smith

The site produced a total of 671 clay pipe stems
(5 stamped with initials) and 71 bowls; 37 (529)
had decorative rouletting around the outside rim.
Thirty-nine bowls (55%) were complete enough
for the form-type to be identifiable and 27 (69%) of
these were also stamped,

Ten bowl types, based on Oswald's simplified
general typology were identilied, and three types
based on his regional siyles (M) typalogy (Oswald
1975}, The most common types were Type 5 (18-
1% examples, dating o 16401660, and Type 4 (10
examples, dating 1o 1600-1640), comprising 46%:-
49% and 265 respectively of all identifiable bowl
types.



TYPE 3 C1580-1610) 2
TYPE 4 {16001 6400 1
TYPE 5 { 1640-16600) 1819
TYPE fi i 16601680} i-4
TYPE 9 C16R0=17 10 -3
TYPE 1 (170017408 e
TYPE 11 (17301760} |
TYPE 12 (1730-1780) -2
TYPE 14 {1B20-1H40) 2
TYPE 17 1 GR0-16T0) el
TYPE 6{M) fin 1700 -3
TYPE A(M) (e 17200 g
TYPE 12(M) TGS 1730 4

There were 44 stamps in total but only 11 stamp
variations (Table 3% The initials TD, although the
most common mark (19 examples), with four dif-
ferent TDr stamp forms. belong to an unknown
pipemaker. Oswald (1975, 64) notes that the stamp
is commonly found on pipes in the Aylesbury area
aned that the manufacturer is likely o have been
local, Excavatons al George Streel (Jones 1983}
and Castle Street (Moore 1979}, recovered numer-
ous similar examples. Typological dating indicates
that 68% of our TD stamped pipes date to between
1600 and 1660, 26% are undatable, and one frag-
ment possibly belongs to the mid eighteenth cen-

lury,

Two stamps with the initials HF are attributable
o a Henry Flooke, recorded in High Wycombe in
1692 (Oswald 1975, 161), Oswald's typology also
dates at least one pipe o ground 1700, A large
number of simalar inital stamps were found at the
Vicarage Garden site, Bierton (Dalwood 1986) and
in Aylesbury at George Street, Castle Street and
particularly o1t 4 kiln site in Whitehall Street
(Moore 1979), The majority of the Whitehall Street
pipes were stamped HF and typologically date 1o
16831715, It seems likely that Henry Flooke
moved o Wycombe from Aylesbury in or jusi
before 1692,

The single TW stamp most probably belongs 1o
a Thomas Wingrave, living at Wycombe in 1706
(Oswald 1973, 161, and alse a stem marked THO
WING ROVE. Another stamp, TT (Type 3} is
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likely 1o refer to Thomas Johnson, working as an
appremtice 1w Henry Flooke  in High
Wycombe, 1692 (ibid.). The imitials RS, marked in
relief on each side of one heel, belong either o a
Richard Sutton, 1717 or 1o Richird Sutton, appren-
tice, 1723 (Eton Parish Registers).

Three different stamps. all bearing the initials
IW, may be anrriburable to o feremiah Wetherby or
Wetherley, mentioned in the Aylesbury Parish
Registers, 1727, or perhaps to ] Walsh, Eron Direc-
tories, 1847, ( Wetherby may need deleting from
Oswald’s list of Buckinghamshire pipemakers as
he was a Berkshire man later working in London;
Moore 1979}, On four occasions the TW was re-
peatedly marked along the stem, and three stamps
were nofed on the bases ol heels. One bowl fonm
was temtatively identified as a Type 12, 1730-
1780, IW stamps were also recovered from the
Vicarage Garden excavalion, Bierton.

Three IS stamps, two on the base of the heel and
one with the initials on each side, may refer 1o a
number of known pipe makers active in the Ayles-
bury area during the eighteenth and nineteenth cen-
ries. One pipe is typologically datable to either
16001730 or 1700-1740, and the other to c. 1720
or possibly 1R20-1840 {Oswald 1975), Aylesbury
Parish Registers record o John Smith in 170% and in
1732, a John Scdall (Sedwell) in 1724 and 1730,
and a John Sudell {or South or Southwell) in 1678
and again in 1730, A John Suthers, 1695, appears
in the Aylesbury Quarter Sessions and a Tames
Smith, [872-1903 in the Elon Parish Register.
Similar 1S stamps were also found at the Vicarage
Garden, Bierton and mt Castle Streel and George
Street in Aylesbury.

Five identical stamps incorporating the feiter A
belong wo an unknown, though most probably local
pipe manufacturer; four are typologically datable
o 1640-1660, and one o 16601680, OF also un-
known but probable local manufacture are bwo
pipes bearing the initials TR (Type 4) on the base of
the heel, and also two with WP (possibly one Type
12 or Type 14), marked in relief on cach side of the
heel, Similar A, TR and WE stamps were found at
the Vicarage Garden excavaltion, Bierton and at
George Street, Aylesbury.



Table 3

Fipe Stamps
Stamp Location Mo, Pipcmaker Stamp Loeation Mo, | Pipemalker
HBase of 4 Linlequovmin Side of 2 Unknown
s WP |
Base of z LUnknown Biese of | ThosJohnson
heel TI heel
e Base of 6 Uniknown Sithe of 1 Richard Sution
Tk heel %S heel
5
Base of T Unknown Slem 1 Thos Wingrave
hecl g
Bage ol Thos. Wingrave Haze of 5 Uniknown
heel $ : heel
Hasz of 2 Linknowm ; Base of 2 Henry Flocke
heel H F heel
Repeated 3 Ul nevwem Basc of 1 Jahn Smithy
along heel Sedall
slem {Sedwll or
ES Sudell} or
Suthe rs/Sourh
(Southwell) or
Jamex Smith
ﬁ Stem 1 LUnknown Side of I As abowe
G.._ 4 (i heel
a?f '@ ,.
Base of 3 LUnlerniowmn Base of 2 Unknoawn
heel heel
— —

Building material and fittings

A quantity of iron nails were recovered and
undoubtedly many of these had been uwsed in
construction. Other objects such as large rivels
and hooks probably represent door, window and
wall fittings. These objects are fully described in
the site archive but have not been discussed further
here.

57

Tile

Large gquantities of {lai, peg-hole tile, mainly in
a fragmentary state, were recoverad rom medieval
and post-medieval contexts across the sie. For
some comexts s was @ major component af the
deposit, for example 417 and 327, and as such
clearly testify to extensive phases of building and
demolition in the area.



Glazed floor tile

A total of 17 fragments (3,335 kg) were recov-
ered. Mo complete tiles were found and most were
in o worn state. Only two fragments of medieval
stamped tile were recovered, Both had a orangey-
red coarse sandy fabric and measured 182 1mm
thck, with yellow and brown glaze. Botl tiles were
probably manutfactured in Penn, Buckinghamshire,
using the “printing” method (Eames 1968, 16-22),
[t is uncertin whether these had been incorporated
in i building on the Muscum site, or had come Itom
5t Mary's Church.

OF the post-medieval examples, the earliest was
recavered from o sixteentl-century comext, Twao
different fabric lypes were noted:

1. Afine sandy fabric varving in colowr rom of-
white to pink; thickness 22-30mm. Plain yel-
lowy-green glaze.

2. Red-orangey sandy fabric: thickness 24—

29mm. Plain, dark, iron glase.

Many of the post-medieval floor tiles retained
their bevelled edges and pre-scored lines to aid
breaking,

Table 4
Cuamilication of ceramic and stone tile.
TYPE COUNT  WEIGHT GLAZED
Ceramic [oor wle 109 [ 1.875 kg 17
Ceramic roof tile 972 3R2070 kg 14
Stone roof tite kil 2175 kg il

Lead window kame

Seven lengths of lead kame were fecovered, one
section of which has an “H’-shaped profile and has
glass remaining g sitne (4330, That only a small
amount of lead kame wis recoversd s not unusaal
owing 1o the care taken to recover the lead when
demoliion or reglazing oceurred. A significant
guantity of lead kame of *L"-shaped profile came
from 509 and 606, The presence of lead window
kame in late eighteenth) carly nincteenth- century
conlests may relate o documented events associ-
ated with properties such as Ceely House,

S8

(slass
Beady

Six small globular glass beads, approximately
Zmm diam, were recovered lrom the wel-sieved
residues: from the early nineteenth-century well
475, Five were reddish orange, and one blue, They
are likely 1o hayve come Irom deconative beadwork
an some jlem of dress, but such beads are also
known to have been incorporated amongsi the
spangles of lace bohbins.

Windeon Glaxs

1 Crescent-shaped window panel (0452 1 535mm) in
wiellow gluss. Groged edges amd kame marks along
mll sides, Residual within 161h cent. cess pit.

Twa complete and two near-complete glass pan-
els and a Further 12 Tragments of window plass
{weighing 44g) were considered 1o be medieval,
The glass was in a fair state of preservation. Recti-
linear panels appear o have been predominant,
although one complele example was cresceni-
shaped. The glass was mostly colourless except for
a single yellow panel and a small red lragment,
They varied between 2mm and 4mm in thickness,
The small size of the two complete glass panels
(335 1 T and 6452 T and two near-complete
panels {widths 1Emm and 20mm). suggest that the
medieval windows (From which they derived) were
o composite of smaller glass panels, This was con-
firmed by three fragments which bore kame marks
tand one the negative impression of kame . In addi-
tion all but three of the fragments had groeed
edpes,

All but one small fragment came from Rler
residual contexts, no doubt reflecting the care with
which glass had been recovered for reuse in the
medieval period, and also that old medieval win-
dows were being replaced in later centuries.

A further two hundred and one Fragments of
window glass (weighing 495g) came from posi-
medieval contexts. A significant group (36 pieces)
came from deposits dating 1o the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries, These were mostly colouwr-
less fragments bearing no diagnostic marks, al-
though four examples had grozed edges. They
varied berween |.53mm and 2.5mm in thickness.
The panels appear to have been either rectilinear or
loeenge-shaped. The absence of complete pancls



makes it difficult to assess their original size. Many
of the glass fragments were up to 120mm in length,
considerably larger than their medieval counter-
parts. A quantity of “U'-shaped lead kame nssoci-
ated with this glass was prohably used for bedding
it into wooden frames.

A slightly larger collection of window glass (47
Iragments) came from deposits dating to the Geor-
gian period. There were two fragments of yellow
glass (one examiple being in sit within lead kame),
the remaining examples being colourless. No com-
plete panels were present and only three examples
had grozed edges. They varied between 0,.5mm and
2mm in thickness. The panels appear to have been
cither rectilinear or lozenge-shaped. The glass
shows g similar stze ranpe (o the earlier post-medi-
eval material, The presence of 'H° profile lead
kame is evidence of the sub-division of o window,
containing pancls over 88mm in length.

The remaining window glass [958 fragments)
came from Victorian and modemn deposits, and was
entirely fragments of colourless plass. The absence
of prozed pieces may reflect the use of larger sheets
than previously employed. Otherwise, the glass
was unremarkable.

Viessed Glass

One hundred and Torty five fragments of vessel
glass (weighing 995g) were recoversd. Most of the
glass was fragmental and thereby unidentifiable
beyond being of vessel type. The following were
considered worthy of note, Two fragments of yel-
low vessel glass (of assumed medieval date) came
from backfill above burial 801 and from pit 558
amd may therefore be medieval. The rims of two
vellow bowls of uncertain date were found in a
seventeenth-century layer (417) and a colourless
Bowl rim came from a late nineteenth-century layer
{422). These probably belong to large fruit or salad
bowls.

The rim of a colourless drinking glass also came
fromn the seventeenth-century layer 417, whilst the
baluster stem (with teardrop) of a late seventeenth/
early cighteenth-century drinking glass was found
in an eighteenth-century layer 442, Fragments of a
rumimer, @ decorsted sherry glass, a tumbler and
two drinking plasses {(of uncertain use) all of col-

a4

ourless glass and belonging to the late eighteenthy
early nineieemh centuries were found in pits 507
and 604, both early nineteenth century in date,

Boitle Glass

Two hundred and thirty six fragments of bottle
gluss (weighing 9436g) were recovered. Most of
this glass consusted of fragments of green wine
bottle, the base and rim forms of which are chrono-
logically diagnostic. Seven boltle fragments were
dated to the mid to late seventeenth to early eight-
centh centuries (436, 439, 459, 464 and 704).
Twenty-two bottle fragments were dated Lo the mid
Loy late eighteenth century {over 50% coming from
464 and the remaming examples {rom 226, 417,
436, 438 and 521). A single bottle fragment was
found to date to the carly or mid ninctecnth century
(439). Many of these fragments of wine bottle are
considerably carlier in date than the deposits from
which they derive. Some wines may have been
cellared.

A number of small bottle {ragments in thin
green glass (of uncertain date) were considered to
have been for personal use, These came (tom sev-
enteenth or eighteenth-century deposits (459 and
T713), and from nineteenth-century contexts (422
and 456), as well as a Vietorian perfume bottle
(521). In addition, there was a blue medicine bottle
(453), a hamilton (cod?) bottle (521), and o pop
bottle in colourless plass inscribed 'North and
Randall, Aylesbury. 1904,

Finally, there were fragments of two lamp chim-
neys in colourless glass of probable late eighteenth
to early nineteenth-century date (321).

Objects with evidence for print

Twao objects, both recovered from the wet-
steved residues of post-medieval cess pits, bore
evidence (indirect in one case, direct in the other)
for prinung. The inrinsic interest of these pieces
lies in the way in which the pits had provided an
environment which was conducive (o the preserva-
tion of such evidence.

B0, Two small frapments of bong/hom, the maximum
length of each being only &.3mm long, bearing an
inked inscription. Inspection by Mr C Whittick



(Eust Susses County Council Senior Archivist) in-
dicated that the imserption was legible ds a mimor
image. Mr Whittick writes “The arger piece rends
far, b the top end ond ged o1 the botom; .. the
smatller picce mads engag, Unless one is dealing
with some form of printing akin o |lithography,
which scems unlikely for & bone ohject, | angpest
thiast the object lay in o pit alongside o plece of paper
or parchment bearing pron, and that the miedimm hos
perishcd, leaving the message. in reverse, somehow
adhering 1o the object, The letters are very small
indeed, and cven iF twice @5 hig, were probably
produced by printing rather than writing. With such
sad] (ragiments i is Mol (oo pive o date, bat the
general style of the letters scems to me o belong 1o
1RO plus or minus 40 or 30 years™. From [ cent.
ceas-pit Gl S21, pit 475,

Bl Owver twenty small fragments oF paper, the lirgest
no more than 25mm across, and most of the [rag-
ments consileribly smaller, No traces of ink or
wiiting were visible. There werd also cight small
Fragments of leather, presumably from a book bind-
ing, The larpest of these wasg only 30mm ocrods, and
e races of sturmped letering in what appeared o
be: u gothic style, but the condition of the fem did
not permit a reading. From 16thy/l 7th cent. cess-pit
(L 701, pin 675

The Human Remains

oy D Tony Waldran

Fifieen skeletons, in various stages of preservi-
tion, were recovered from this site, eleven froman
‘early” phase and four from a ‘late’ phase. There
was, in addition, some material from foor other
conlexts, Each of the skeletons was examined in
order to assign an age and sex to it using standard
anthropological 1echniques {Workshop of Euro-
pean anthropologists 19801, Long bone and cranial
measurements were taken inoorder o estimate
hetght (Trotter 19707 and caleulate skeletal indices,
and, finally, a note was made of any pathological
change (a catalogoe of the skeletons and the disar-
ticulated bone is given in the appendix).

Age and sex

From the early phase, there were seven juveniles
and four adult skeletons; all four skeletons trom the
late phase were adults (see table 5). OF the adults in
the early phase, two were male, one was female and
all were considered 10 be aged at least 45 years at
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dheath, The Fowrth adult skeleton in this group could
be neither aged nor sexed because it was oo in-
complete, The ages of the juveniles coverad a wide
age range; Iwo were aged between 6 oamd 12
months, one between 2 and 3 years, one between 4
and 6, two between 8 and 10 and one between 1)
and 15, The adulis in the “late’ phase were all
relatively young ot the rime of death; three were
aged between 15 and 25 (two males and one fe
male) and the fourth (o miale) was aged between 35
and 45 at the time of death.

Height

It was possible to estimate height Trom six of the
adult skeletons, three from each phase, and the
results are shown in lable 6. The range of heights
wits considerable, from an estremely short male of
only LAbm toone of 1LE2m (these heights corre-
gpond o4 8" w 670" respectively), It is likely that
haoth the individuals at each end of the range would
Bave appeared  unusual 1o their contemporiries,
The very short individual (837) appeared 1o he
nermally proportioned although he had very short
clavicles; the left was 108mm in length and the
right 1T10mm: in most male skeletons the length of
the clavicle is [4lmm or more. There were no
pathological changes which might have accounted
for the very smull stature and it seems likely that
the short clavicles are no more than an incidental
finding, There appears 1o be no syndrome in which
short clavicles are associated with short stature i
an otherwise normally proportioned individual.

Indices

The cranial, femoral and tibial indices are con-
ventionally calculated in any skeletal population,
The cranial index relates the length of the skull 1o
its breadth, while the femoral and nbial indices
relate the width of the wp of the shals of these
bones to their depth. (The significance of these
indices can be found in Brothwell, 1981; 87-89).

There was only a single skull (7723 far which
the cranial index could be calculated and the result
(78,1} Tell within the mesocephalic range. Six
femoral and six tibial indices were calculated; five
of the six femoral indices fell within the platymeric
range (<54.5) and five of the six tibial indices fell
within the mesocnemic range (=63.00; the lull ket
of results is given in table 7.



Table 5
Age anid sex of skeletons (mam excavation anly)

Farly' Phose

"Larte” Phaxe

Mlarles Fewnule Lineksrermm Male Frmle L ko
Juvenile 7
I5- 2 |
25-
35— I
45+ 2 1
Linknowi I

Tahle &

Estimated heights of skeletons [main excavation only)

arly” Phase

“Lere” Phase

Tetfeeenitaticn Sex Helolit (m) fichumarion Sev Hedalit (wl
B3 Female 151 40004 772 Maale: 1 5600
LY hlale [ 4140003 202 Male | B200.03
RES Male | 674003 I Male L7003

Table 7
Femoral and tibial indices of skeletons (main cxcavation only)
fehemation Phuxe Femoral fndex Tibjal fndex
T2 lale’ Ba. a0
B2 “late’ it 73.1
Hi3 ‘early” 13.9 782
ui7 “early” 791 (4.5
BRS ‘early” 220 39 ()
Ok *late’ T6.1 54.6

Mon-metric traits

There were a small number of non-metric traits
in the group, Two of the skeletons (802, 885) had a
metopic sulure of the skull. In this condition, the
suture between the two halves of the frontal bone
remains unfused. It is relatively common, being
generally found in about 8-10% of skeletal
populations in this country (Brothwell; 92). One
skeleton (837} had extra ossicles in the lamboid
situres, another condition which is seen frequently
in skeletal populations. There is some suggeslion
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that the presence of these extra sutural bones may
he under genetic control but other authorities con-
sider that they are caused by environmental stresses
and so their significance remains unresolved. (For
further discussion see Brathwell; 93). Finally, a
single skeleton (385) had bilateral os acromiale, In
this condition the final epiphyseal clement of the
acromion process of the scapula fails to unite with
the rest of the bone during adolescence. Until re-
cently, this anomaly has been considercd o be
developmental in origin but further work has dem-



onstrated a possible occupational element in ity
expression (Stirland, |987),

Pathology

In such a small sample, and particularly with so
many of the individuals dying at a relatively early
age, it 15 not surprising that there was littde pathol-
oy present. In none of the cases was it possible o
determing the cause of death although for the
voungest individuals, onfectious  diseases  must
have been likely causes. Unfortunately none of the
common infectious diseases of childhood leaves
any indicators on the skeleton, In the future it may
be possible 0 extract DNA of common viral or
bacterial pathogens from bone amd if this proves 1o
be the case our understanding of disease in the past
will be greatly enhanced,

Tranma

There was one skeleton (772) with a fracture.
The right first metacarpal had been broken and
healed with o small degree of shortening; the right
bone was 47mm in length compared with the left,
which was 49mm long. It is not possible tosay how
the fracture was caused, but it may have had some
late effecis as this man later developed osieo-
arthritis at the base of the fractured thumb,
Ostecarthritis at this joint is very commaon but since
trauma is one of the factors which is known to
canse this condition, 11 seems likely that i1 was
causative here,

In one other skeleton (883), the first and second
phalanges of the right third fnger were Fosed.
There was no evidence of infectious or joint dis-
ease and the most probable cause was an injury 1o
the finger in which there was bleeding into the
distal interphalangeal joint with subsequent caleifi-
cation of the blood clot and Nugion of the joint.

Orsteaarthiitis

Ostecarthritis (OA) 15 by far the most common
disease found in the skeleton (Rogers and Waldron
1995) but as it is highly age-related, it is not sur-
prising that, apart from the skeleton with OA of the
thumb base which was trauma-related, there was
only one skeleton with the disease. This skeleton
(B83) had widespread disease affecting the right
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sterno-Clavicular Joint, the left first metacarpo
plhiadanged joint, e lelt first metatarso-phalangeal
joint and the facet joints of the second o sixth
cervical vertebrae,

Degenerative dise disease

Degenerative dise disease is snother extremely
common condition which incredses markedly in
Mrequency  with  increasing age (Rogers and
Waldron; 26}, 11 occurs most olien in ihe cervical
and lumbar spinal levels amd in contemporary
populations causes a greal deal of morbidity. In the
skeleton, the condition is noted by the presence of
pitting on the superior or inferior surfaces of the
veriebral bodics, often associated with the presence
of marginal osteophyies. There was a single skel-
cton in this group (885) with degenerative disc
disease alfecting the third and fourth cervical, and
the sixth cervical to second thoracic vertebrae.

Crsteoplivies

Cteophyies are outgrowths of new bone which
occur typically around the margins of a joint, They
miay be associated wilth other conditions such as
osteoarthritis, or they may appear independently of
any disease (Rogers and Waldron; 21-26). The
marging of the vertebral bodies are commaon sites
lor esteophytes Lo developoand they were presenlin
three of the skeletons here. In one (772),
osteophytes were present on the fourth 1o twelfth
thoracic vertebrae; i one (837), on the eighth to
eleventh thoracic, and in the third {883} on the
eighth 1o twelfth thorcic, all the lumbar veriebrae
and the first sacral segment.

Sehmen! s nodes

Schmor"s nodes are caused by the protrusion of
part of the nuclens pulposus of the intervertebral
dise into the endplate of the vertebral body. The
defect in the endplate. which is readily detected in
the dry bone, is caused by the pressure of the
invaginated part of the disc. Schimor! s nodes gen-
erally appear first during childhood and are ex-
tremely commaon in skeletal material, During life
they usually cause no symploms although they are
sometimes implicated in the actiology of back
ache in some children (Rogers and Waldron 1995,
27, Only a single skeleton from the main excava-



tion was found with the condition (722, where the
eighth to eleventh thoracic vertebrac were af-
fected), and one from the walching briel (010;
second to fourth lumbar verichrae),

Spiner hifida

Spina bilida occurs when the neural arches of

the sacrum fail to fuse. The Failure of Tusion may
affect one or all of the sucral segments and failure
ol the lowermost one or two segments is normal
(the resultant defect is referred 1o as the sacral
hiatus). The failure of Tusion per se 15 not associ-
ated with symptoms although when there are asso-
ciated defects in the development of the spinal
cord, very severe effects may be noted and would
probably be apparent in the skeleton, manifesting
themselves as retarded development of the legs.
When associated with no other abnormalities it is
probably hetier to refer 1o the condition as spina
bifida occulta but this usage is not gencrally ap-
plied. Among the present series of skeletons, one
(802 was found with spina bifida and it is almost
certain that the individual was completely unaware
of it during life.

Efver coneditions

One skeleton (R02) had a swelling in the upper
end of the right tibia but o cause for this abnor-
mality could be (ound.

Brenal disease

Three of the skeletons showed evidence of den-
tal disease, One (761) had a full set of teeth, except
for the right lower third maolar which had failed (o
crupt, but had caries of the right lower second
molar, Another skeléton (837) had extensive dental
disease, Four teeth (the left upper second premolar,
the left upper second molar, and the right lower first
and second molars) had apical abscesses and, in
addition, the left lower second and third molars had
been lost during life, presumably also as the resull
of dental disease. In the third skeleton (885) only
the mandibular teeth were extant and of these,
seven (the left and right incisors, the right second
premolar and both first molars ) had been lost during
life, either from primary dental disease or from gum
disease, Many years ago, Wells (1964 119) sug-
gested that tooth loss inearly populations may have
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been the result of scurvy but although it is ikely thal
this disease was common during those periods
when fresh [ruil and vegetables were in short sup-
ply. there has been little evidence 1o support this
view, (For further discussion, see Waldron 19943,

Human bone recovered during the watching
hrief

(I3 This was 4 robust male skull with com-
pletely intace dentition, Judging from the demtal
wenr und the state of fusion of the cramal sutures,
the individual had been aged between 25 and 35 at
the time of death. The cranial index was 72.7
putting it into the dolichocephalic (round-headed)
range,

The hyold bone and the first three cervical verte-
brae were also present, The atlas and axis certainly
belonged with the skull but the third vertebra was
from a different skeleton. There were a number of
supemumerary ossicles (wormian bones) in the
right lamboid suture,

There were signs of an old wound in the poste-
rior part of the lefl panetal bone, The wound was
about 2%mm in length and lay with its long axis
approximately 45° 1o the sagittal suture and its
posterior pole about 23mm from the sagittal sutare
and 10mm from the lamboid suture, The anterior
part of the wound was closed but there was a defect
posteriorly. The bone showed signs of remodelling
suggesting that it had been sustained a considerable
time before death, and there were no signs of infec-
[on.

010 Virtually intact inhumation, lacking only
the lett ulna, lefi pubic bone, right patella and some
of the small bones of the hands and feet, The proxi-
mial elavicles and the iliac erests were unfused. The
skeleton was that of a female aged between 15 and
25 years at the time of her death, Her height, as
determined from the combined length of the fe-
murs and tibias was 1.6020.04m (approximately
3°3"); the femoral and tibial indices were very
similar on the right and left and the mean indices
respectively 81.4 and 69.9,

A number of teeth had been lost after death, but
there were no signs of discase in those which re-
mained.



The only pathelogy found in the skeleton was
the presence of Schmorl's nodes in the second to
fourth lumbar vertebrae,

012 Small fragment of adult skull.

Unsteatified Part of a skull found in the vicinity
of 003 consisted of substantial parts of the right
Irontal and temporal bones with part of the rool of
the orbit; from an adull, probably female.

Conclusions

This was 9 small group of skeletons with ne
outstanding features other than the presence of one
remurkably short male. This skeleton was further
distinguished by having unusually short clayicles
but it was otherwise normally proportioned and
there was no obvious explanation for the shon
stature, The skeletons of the mature adults showed
some pathology but there were no diseaszes that
would not be expected and none that wias unusual.

The head wound in skeleton 003 was presum-
ably caused by a weapon of some sort, but the
individual survived for a considerable tme afier it
had been inflicted as there was evidence of a good
deal of remodelling. There were no signs of infee-
tion around the wound which sugpests that it re-
ceived some sort of medical treatment, sufficient at
least to ensure good healing.

Catalogue

In the catalogue, the methods used 1o sex and
ape the skeleton are shown in brackets; the height is
shown (in metres) and the bone(s) used for the
calculation,

761 Partial skeleton. Female (skull), 15-25 (epiphyseal
fusion).

772 Substantially complete robust skeleton. Male (pel-
vis, skulll; 3545 (dental wear, pubic symphiysis,
cranial sutvres; 1,56:00.03 (hoth femuors and fihias),

201 Almost complete skeleton of a juvenile; 5—10 {den-
tid eruption; long bone lengths).

202 Substantially complete skeleton, but lacking left
shoulder girdle and arm and many bones of the
hamnds and feet, Male {(pelvis, skull); 15-25 (epiphy-
seal Tusion); 18320003 (right femur and tibia).

B0
Bl

Lowier limbs ol juvenile: 10-15ong bone lengths )

Lower half of adult skeletorne female (pelvis); 45+
(pubic symphysis): |51£0.04 (both Temuors ol
libias)
B1S Upper hall of juvenile skebeton: 4-6 ddental eoap-
Lo,

#25 Substantial skeleton ol infami; 612 months (dental
eruption; long bone lengths),

837 Virually complete adull, mabe {pebis, skull); 45+
idental wear, pubic symphysis, cranil sulires);

[ £0L03 (both femurs and tibias],

Bdd Almost intact juvenile, 2-3 (dental cruption, long
bone lengths).

R46 Substantal infant skeleton; 6-12 months (dental
eruption, long bone lengths).

#49 Partial juvenile; 8- 1 (dental eruption),

BES Vinually tmact post-cranial skeleton. Male {pel
vis): 45+ (pubic symphysish; L67HLO3 (right fe-
mury,

904 Lower hall of adult with right arm and shoulder
girdie. Muale {pelvisk, 15-25 (cpiphyseal Tusion);
140,07 (ledr femur and Hbiad,

Q05 Incomplete adul skeleton.

fixariiewlared home !

765 Adult skull frapgments; single incisor.
B14 Infant metmiarsals; (emoral heod epiphysis

843 Adult cervical vertebrie, metacarpals, proximal
phatanges and a single vib fragment.

299 Juvenile rib and venebrae fragments, lef lium, left
scapula, manubriom, lefl clavicle and lefi rodius
and ulna.

Animal Remains

by Pera Sadier
Summary

A toral of 1,637 bones were examined, of which
944 have been identified (Tables 8,9 and 100, Evi-
dence is Tound [or the endurance of a primitive
feature in a seventeenth-ceniury pig skull, for some
‘improvement” of sheep for mutton production and
for keeping fowl in town,



Ouantities

The breakdown into periods is as tollows:-

[ron Age 6% hones 45% identilicd
Dark earth’ 377 bones 5S40 ademilied
C12-13 147 bones 50% dentified
Cld %0 bones 35% idemificd
L7 A4 bones T2% wdentified
Cly 62 hones 274% identified

Methods and Material

Measurements were laken using dial callipers
iMitutoyo No 505-633) range |50mm with dial
gradations of 0,05mm, Where these could not be
used, 8 measuring box or a fesible ape was em-
ployed and (he measurements were taken to the
nearest (1.5mm. The points of measurement used
are those deseribed by von den Driesch (1976)
unless otherwise staled.

The unidentified bone contains all ribs and
Fragments of verlebrae too incomplete w identify
wilth certainty and is divided into five groups; cal-
tle-sizedflarge  mammal, sheep-sized/medium
mammal, small mammal, anidentified bird, and
unidentificd Fish. The totals for identified bone for
each species has been adjusted before inclusion in
Tables 8 and 2 to avoid bias when determining the
proportions present. Where two or more bones
from the saime comtext 7t wogether (e, first, sec-
ond, and third phalanges) they have been counted
as one. In the same way, groups of teeth with
broken fragments of mandible or maxilla have been
counted as one if they fit together, This has most
affected the numbers in two fouricenth-century
contexts; 25 bones from two feet from foetal pig
(context 701 ) and 10 dog bones rom a single skel-
eton {(conlext 698) have each been counted as one.

The minimum number of individuals of each
species in Tables ¥ and Y was assessed using ageing
data us well as the number and symmetry of each
bone element. The minimum nomber of cach bone
wis calculated using o modified version of the six
zones por bone {(three for scapulae and small bones)
devised by Levitan for his BONEREC program
tunpublished).

Withers heights were calculated for cattle using
the regression lfactors of Fock (1966); for sheep
those of Teichert (1966) were used; horse heights
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used Kiesewalter (1BR8) {all quoted m von den
Driesch & Boessneck 1974 p333, p336 and 339),

The Tron Age bone is from three pits and three
gullies; five contexts of seven have had samples
from them sieved, Formaton of the “dark earth’
malerial may have been initiated within the Saxon
period, but contains much medieval material; it
was recovered from a dark soil layer spread across
the site and none was sieved. The twelfth or thir-
teenth-century bones are from two pits. The
smaller has only one context and one sieved sam-
ple, and is unusual in that nearly all the remains are
from domestic fowl; also recovered was o com-
pacted piece ol cess (white — chicken droppings?)
with impressions in the surface of feathers, and pils
which may have been lefi by two fly puparia 7.0 =
J4mm and 6.2 ¥ Z.7mm. Most material dated to
the twellth 10 thirteenth cenlury was recovered
from pit 856, Two of the five layers had samples
sieved, The fourteenth-century material 15 all from
one pit, OF the hand-recovered material, three of
ten layers show evidence of cess, and two of the
five sieved samples have burnt bone in them, Burn-
ing is most common in the seventeenth century
contexts, being present in four of the five hand-
recovered layers, one of which also had a sample
sieved. (22 burmt metapodial shaft fragments and
200 seraps of burnt bone from one context have not
been included in the fragment numbers), A bone
from the sieved sample from a sixth context has
some cess an it. The small number of nineteenth-
century bones are all from one sieved sample from
a pit

Species Present

Sheep and goat bones are often ditficult o sepa-
rate, Clutton-Brock (1990 found that in her sample
of Soay sheep, there were seven cerlain differences
which appeared only in the sheep skeletons and
never in the goat, Unfortunarely none of these were
present in this material and the identification of
goal depends on [eatures which can, occasionally,
appear in sheep material. The metatarsus was iden-
titied on the basis of the difference in the indices of
the diameter of external trochlea of the medial
condyle over the diameter of the verticillus of the
same, which in Clutton-Brock’s sample of Soay
sheep had a minimum of 60,.6%, whereas there was
a maximum of 60.7 for poat. The bone in guestion



Table §
Mammals represented

Period 14 “DARK EARTH” C1X1% Cls C17 C19

Frag. % Min. Frog, % Min. Fraz. % Min Frag. % Min Frag. % Min. Frag. % Min.
Ne No Na Na Na Ne No Nao No Na Na No

Cante 4 31 | b T 1 | < w37 2 52 47 9 45 19 6

Sheep 23 4 i3 63

Sheep/gow g 61 3 64 52 9 TR ! e 2 5 127 75 I8 A 1] l

Goal 2 |

Piz | 8 ] 28 17 3 T 28 2 1 M 4 16 6 3 3 60 |

Horse 7 4 | | |

Dog 2 | | 3 ] bt 3 l 2 l

Cat 1 1 ] 3 1

Red Deer 1 4 1

Roe Deer ] | 1 3 |

Fallow Deer 1 3 1 l l

Rabhit l 3 l 4 40 ]

Hare | |

Water Vole | 6 20 2 ] 1 |

Vole 2 9 1 l 3 |

Mouse 1 4 | | l ] |

House Mouse | ] ]

Rar l l

Sub-total 24 185 32 1311 262 §]

Percentage figeres for the main domestic animals are based on the toral fragment nembers of these animals alone. the percemtage Ngures for the other
animals are based on the otal number of identified mammal bone fragements from each period. * Indlcates groups of bones found, but recorded
as one bone.
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Table 9
Birds and Amphibia

Period Ia "DARK EARTH[ CI113 Ci4 c17 c19

Frag. % Min. | Frag. & Min. | Frag. % Min. | Frag. % Min. | Frag. % Min | Frog. % Min
No No Mo No No Mo Na Ne No No No No

Domestic Fowl | 2 7 1 3 3 3 19 34 3 7 5 2 B 7 2 1 8 l

cf Dom, Goose 2 ] 2 1 ! ¥} 7

Goose 1 1 1 I

Mallard 1 1 1 1

Pigzon/ Dove 4 l |

Rook/ Crow ] l

Jackdaw 3 ] 2

Frog 1 1 1 2 ] 2 1 1 i 15 1

Toad l |

Sub-total f 1] 24 19 11 E

Total 30 195 56 135 273 14

(all species)

Percentage figures are based on the total of all identified bones (gxcept fish) from ecach period,



Table 10
Fish species represented (Numbers of Gragments ),

Period 1A 'DARKE C12/C 13 Cl4 Cl17 1
EARTH'
Species
Thornback Henyey claverta 2 |
Eel Anpuille angfila # 17 5
Herring Clupea havengis 14 17 3
Cid Craalees wevoardiong 2
Haddock Muelanograimis aeglefines 3
Whiting Merlangins mevlangus &
Ling Mialva manl g |
Cod family  (Fagidae sp.
Hake Mevtueeius merfinecivs I
Plaice Plesivomeciers plalessd |
Halibut Hippoglosses hippoglossus I
Flatfish 2
Tutal 24 150 1

has an index of 60.4. Boessneck (1969 states that
there was an overlapping arca between 59, the
smallest figure for sheep and 62,5, the largest for
goit. The nearest index from other metatarsals m
the material under examination for this report is
62.8, all others being even larger, going up to
68.4% ., The medial epicondyle of one humeros 15
cul off obliguely, which is goat-like but Clution-
Brock (ikid,) found 2 of 42 sheep intermediate on
this point. Likewise one radius has no ledge on the
proximal lateral edge, e poat-like, but Clutton-
Brock found it absentin | of 43 sheep.

The rat? bone mm Table ¥ 15 an immature
metapodial, possibly Mi2, which is the size of
cither rat or water vole,

The condition of the bone.

In contrast to the bone (rom the twellth 1o thir-
teenth century onwards, which was all recovered
from pits. the material from the Iron Age was partly
recoverad from gullies, and the ‘dark earth” mate-
rigt] came from o dark soil spread across the sile,
One would expect this material o have received
risugher treatment resulting in a higher number of
loose teeth, The number of loose teeth recovered
irom the dark earth contexis could probably hayve
heen higher, but no samples were sieved. The re-
sults are shown in table 11,

Bones which fit together and were presumahbly

articulated when disposed of indicate which con-
texts contain primary deposits, There are two "dark

Loose 1eeth guantification

Table
I Sof 69 fragments 79
“dark earth’ 32 of 377 fragments 8%
C2-13 2of 147 fragments 1%
Cl4 10 of 586 fragments 2%
1y 2 of 396 fragmems.  0.5%
Clg 2of 62 fragments 3%

31 alentified 165
202 ilentified 16%h

B3 identified 2%
325 identified A%
286 identified 1'%

|7 iddentified 2%

b



earth” examples (cattle first, second and third
phalanges), bwo twelfth or thirteenth century, six in
the Tourteenth century and one seventeenth cen-
Lury.

Bone coated in or marked by cess is likely o
have been deposited when the pil was in use, or
very soon after, Other bone may have been thrown
in when the pit was no longer wsed for its original
purpese, but as a convenient place 1o put rubbish.
Mo Tron Age bone had cess on il one example from
the “dark earth” material did, but almost every
twellth or thirteenth-century context (4 ol 5 in pit
Baf) contained some evidence of cess. The four-
tecnth-century pit hid cess in only three layers out
of thirteen, and the seventeenth-century pit had
evidence of cess inonly one of six contexts, That
the fourtcenth-century pit had at one point been
used as a rubbish dump is conlirmed by the recov.
ery of a substantial part of the skeleton of a dog,

Seventeenth-century material showed the most
evidence of butchery (a high 26% of cattle-sized
fragments and 9% of identified bone), followed
by the “dark carth” remams (17% of identified
bone). Two seventeenth-century bones, both tibia,
have saw marks.

Gnawing does not seem to have been an impor-
tant factor in the destruction of bone from these
contexts; 8% of the “dark carth”™ bone was the
highest figure, As these bones were the only re-
mains spread ncross the site, and therefore avail-
able for gnawing by dogs and rodents {one sheepf
goal tibia), this is not a surprise. Among the seven-
teenth-century bones, two, a cattle astragalus and o
pig humerus, were gnawed by rodents.

The percentage of burnt bone was as Tollows:

Ulnidentificd 1A% Saxon% C12-13% Cl4% CIT%
Cattle size 0 [ 15 ] 5
Sheep size 17 3 ik 15 |k
Sl H] {l b | 1

Lelmpified ] | ] | 29

The figure of 15% burnt cattle-sized fragments
in the “dark earth™ period is produced by only two
bones (of 13) being burnt. The figure of 10%: Tor
sheep-sized remains from the seventeenth century
is a minimum, as there was further burnt bone
which was so small it was nol included in the
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numbers but is mentioned in the section Materials
and Methods,

One other feaure of the seventeenth-century
bone is that 2% of the medium sized mammal
fragments and 3% of the identified bone had green
stains on them,

Anatomical analysis of the main domestic
species.

S0 few bones were recovered from the fron
Ape, the twelfth w thirteenth century and the nine-
teenth century that little can be sald about the pro-
portions of the parts of the animals recovered. The
proportions for the other periods are given below in
Table 12,

The high value for head remains of *dark carth”™
cattle and sheep is largely atiributable 1o mandible
and teeth remains, whereas the high figure for foar-
teenth-century cattle is produced by the recovery of
many skull fragments , seven with horn cores, The
percentage of hind limb hones, which provide good
quality meat, increases as Hme passes Tor all three
species. The figures for seventeenth-century sheep
head, forelimb, and hind-limb are all lowered by
the massive number of lower limb bones, These
sheep remains, $3% ol which are from the head and
lower limbs, are not likely to be exclusively the
refuse from consumption and suggest an industry
nearby,

Relative frequency of the main domestic
species. (Fig 28)

The number of identified bones upon which the
figures for the lron Age, the twelfth and thirteenth
centuries and the nineteenth century are based are
so small that they have not been included. The
proportions of the species in the “dark earth” per-
iod are similar to those in the Late Saxon period at
Walton Road Stores and the fourtcenth-centory
resulis are similar o those for the medieval period
at the same site.

Cattle

Age sticiure,
Using all the information available on dental

eruption and wear, age class ol hom cores, and
epiphysial fusion of the long bones, the following
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Table 12
Proportions of the parts of the skeleton.
P vk Earth Cid Ci7
Cattle  Sheep FPiy Caitle Shweep Piy Curtle  Nhwep Pig

Head

No. [rags |8 A4 §] 14 3 H & s 3

%% ofident. 34 I8 21 a7 I 3n 7 I8 #
Forelimh

Mo, Frags 12 22 §] b Il 3 Lt Il B

% of ident, 23 25 21 15 14 11 23 B 25
Hindlimb

Mo, [rags f 20 7 i U 7 L) 14 5

Gooofident, |1 22 25 9 28 26 21 T 3l
Lower limb

Mo, frags 16 I2 9 Q i o |8 125 2

% of ident, 30 13 32 17 19 i3 18 65 13
Total ident. 53 89 28 52 32 a7 AR 191 i
can be deduced: I 71h cent. I neonatal, 2 % 4-5 months old, 1

about 2 years old, | % 3-3.5 years

Iron Ape [ maore than 2 vears, old, | more than 4 years old.
Dark Earth I meonatal, | x 3—6 months old, |

Cattle size and evidence of sex.

Mo bones are complete enough o allow an esti-
mate of withers height to be calculated. The meas-
urements it was possible 1o take show average size
animals with a possibility that they increased
slightly in size in the seventeenth century,

less than 3 years but older than 2.5
years. and | about 3 yvears old.

12th=13th cent, | immature animal and | more than 4
years old.

14th cent, I neonatal/foetal, 1 about 2.5 years,
2% 3-7 years old, | » 6-8 years old.
2o T—10 years olid, | about 10 years
ald and 1 more than 10 years old.

T



Table 13

Cattle age estimates From horn cores

Clreum, Cirgcilest Lot Lenpth of Age lass
dicimeter digemefer (HTEr CHEVE Nl Commens.

137.0 483 9.2 Ciroove in hom core. Young adult. Shape of bull
or 0%

1290 40.3 M6 125 Almost straight hor core with circular cross
section. Adult, Small-horned cow? Groove
. 30mm long,.

147.0 54.5 36.5 174 Short-hom. Adult - old adult. Oval cross section
and tip pointed, Bull

127.0 443 359 125 Young adult, small-horn bull

1270 450 35.0 120 Ol schult, but bone of horn core not thick -
possilily cow,

1470 50.2 398 34 Mddult short-hiorm bull,

A% horn cores from the fowrieenth century
could be measured and the animals’ age estimated
following the system in Armitage (1982).

Puathology

Three “dark carth™ bones show signs of disease
or abnormality, An ulna fused to the distal radius
has a pit in the medial surface 20000 11.2 % [mm
deep. This is most likely due to a bone cyst which,
owing to pressure from the surrounding tissue, has
also extended into a groove going up the bone. A
metacarpal has the arca which would have been in
contact with the filth metacarpal raised, and lastly a
second phalanx has a depression of type | on the
distal articular surface (Baker 1980, 110)

There is calculus on two “dark earth™ teeth; on
one it is metallic,

SHEEP
ﬁg &

Only six mandibles had all three molars in place
and undamaged, <o 1o maximise the information
Fronm dental eruption and wear, and (o give at least a
guide as to the age range of the animals, a table (13)
was drawn up using Grant 1982 p100-101,

What Table 15 does not show is that the young-
est seventeenth-century material is two foetal
metacarpals (one with a length, without an epiphy-
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si%, of 60.6mm) and two foctal metatarsals and one
of each very immature {the metacarpal measures,
without an epiphysis, 78.5mm). The bones which
are possibly goat add a “dark earth™ distal humerus
— fused, and o fused proximal radies, distal
unfused, and a seventeenth-century fused distal
metatarsal. The distal radius can be very late fusing
— more than four years,

The “dark carth™ hones show that the majority
of the animals were not killed until they were more
than 3 years, which confirms the dental evidence.
One sheep pelvis is female shape, and one is male
or castrate, while one sheepfgoat pelvis is female or
castrale, One skull is heavily built, and although
the horn core is not present, it is likely to have
carried a large hom (i.e. male), Clution-Brock
(1994, | ¥) states that the size of the horn core has a
direct relationship with the degree of robusiness of
the cranial region of the skull. The depth of the
cranium at the frontal suture is 14.7mm and the
distance from the frontal suture 1o the base of the
horn core is about 20mm. This skull has been split
sagitally.

In the fourteenth century the fusion data shows
at least one animal killed before about 2 years
whereas the youngest animal using the dental evi-
dence is 3-6 years old, bul the sample of sheep/
goat bones from this period is rather small (only
32).



The seventecnth-century sheep were killed or
died over a wide age range (using cither the dental
or the fusion evidence). The following evidence
comes from ffteen skull or horn-core remains. A
skull has small bump in place of horn cores, but six
cut marks at the base of the knob suggest that a
small hom may have been removed. A hom core
with the basal part missing is still complete enough
to suggest a young male (Clutton-Brock 1990, 17),
Two male homn cores, both with the base chopped
threugh. Four skulls have been split sagitally,

Sheep size.

There were oo few measurements of any one
type to make it possible to compare the size of the
sheep/goats in the dilferent periods. All measure-
ments Tall into the normal range for sheep of these
periods. Five lower third molars from the “dark
carth”™ animals give a larger mean figure for length
and width than nine seventeenth-cenlury speci-
IMENS.

The withers height of one “dark earth™ animal
was estimated from a metapodial, and gives the
very small figure of 468mm. The bone is mature
but the cortex is not very thick, and one would
think malnutrition was a likely cause but according
o Moran (1994}, " The bones of animals on a low
fevel of nutrition tend to be long and slender, rather
than stunted in length,” However, Davis (1996,
6 ) discussing a group ol Shetland ewes from
single flock, some of which the owner had judged
to be in “poor” condition, says that, "1t therefore
seems probable that the “poor” ewe skeletons are
somewhat smaller than those of the “average” and
“pood™ ones.”

From the fourteenth-century material only one
bone, a radivs, is complete enough to give o " great-
esl length’ measurement and this gives a withers
height of 352mm.

The more numerous seventeenth-century
metacarpals and  metatarsals give 14 withers

heights ranging from 527 to 63 linm with a mean of

570mm, A summary of the measurements of these
bones is given in tnhle 14,

The shape of the metacarpals was compared
with those from 26 unimproved Shetland ewes
{Davis 1996) whose mean was taken as the stand-

72

ard. The log ratio of each measurement Trom this
site was plotied, with the standard being (. This
showed that nearly all the metacarpals are larger in
every respect than the Shetland sheep, with the
measurement 8D (smallest breadth of the dipphy-
sis) being the most different. As the Avlesbury
sample 15 unlikely w be all ewes, some of the
difference may be from the inclusion of males and/
or castriles.

The means of the measurements of the Ayles
bury metacarpal simple are shown compared using
the log ratio to the Shetland standard (Davis 1996),
thie Scay and the Clun Forest standard (0" Connor
14995 and the results are below,

Shetland Seaery Clun Forest
GL +H1.019 +LM2 ~0.050
BFp +0.018 +0. 06 8 —(.074
BFd +0.025 +0,052 —0.067
5D +A36 +{1L(43 0,109

The closer the number is (o #ero, the better the
match with the standard, The closest are in bold
type. Plus numbers are larger than the standard and
minus numbers are smaller,

The only other bone with enough measurements
to allow a comparison is the distal ribia, The few
width and depth measurements were plotted and
the results shown in Figure 249, Five of the width
measurements are similar to, if slightly larger than,
the Shetland ewes, with one outlying result, Three
distal depth measurements are similar to the stand-
ard, but two ligures are smaller than i, and there
are two outlying results on the larger side, Unfortu-
nately the results are too few o make mueh of, but
it is pussible that the largest measurements oulside
the group are showing a sexually related differ-
ence, Until more work is done measuring animils
of known sex, this can only be conjecture.

The metacarpals were next compared with live
samples from York (O'Connor 1993) dating from
the late fifteenth 1o the early eighteenth century and
comparative data from samples of Soay and Clun
Forest sheep. In this paper (' Connor is attempting
to find evidence of the general increase in the sive
of post-medieval sheep which is reporied in docu-
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mentary records of this period, I0muost be noted that
the  progimal messurement of the  Ayleshury
metacarpals is the greatest width of the anicular
surlace and not the greatest width of the proximal
end of the bone, which may be a little larger mn
ROITIE CAS0S,

The length of the bones was less than most of
the sample, equalling the sample Trom the carly
sixteenth century, The proximal breadth fived very
well into the range of increasing size, as did the
dhistal breadih, but the “smallest shalt widih® meas-
urement (S} s larger than any but the nineteenth
century miterial, O'Connor (1995, 84) stales thal
relatively short and thick metapodial bones may
be typical of a fast maturing population’, ie. show-
ing signs of improvement,

Pathology

The "dark earth” disial humerus identified as
poat has a depression on the articular surface simi-
Lar tes that often seen in cattle phalanges. (See Cuntle
pathology),

There is slight extra bone growth forming a lip
on the medial edge of the proximal surface of a
fourteenth-century metacarpal,

A sevenleenth-century metatarsal has exostosis
on the plantar medial surface measuring 6.5
|.7Tmm. There i3 & pit in the end of the lateral
epicondyle of a humerus, with extra bone growth
on the crest on the caudal epicondy le and a porous
area 3.6 % 2.5mm in the central constriction, A
metacarpal has the lateral proximal Sth metacarpal
fused on, and another has an arca of exostosis on
the mid diaphysis.

wiloey and abnormality,

The denting in an lron Age sheep loose upper
M2 15 dark broown,

A “dark earth” lower third molar has a hale in
the centre of each cusp, lingoal of the fundibulum,
and 1% covered in calculus. A mandible also has
caleulus on all the reeth and intradental attrition
affecting the P4 and M1,

A fourteenth-century maxilla has black dentine
in all the teeth. The alveolus for P2 is very small
and the wooth was possibly lost ante-mortem. A
mandible from the same period likewise has black
denting in all the teeth, which also have o metallic
calculus on the fips.

Table 14
Measurements of seventeenth-century sheep metacarpals

Measwrement M. in satiple Rarnge Mean sn ¥
GL 11 1077 1o 1290 1 1EH 399 &
BFp 15 199 10 24.2 222 113 5l
sh I 124t 15.5 13.7 [L4] 3L
BFd I'5 230 to 268 5.0 (104 9
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Table 15
Sheep Teeth

Poriind P4 P4 Mr M2 LIRS MWS Ape Ranee fotimte
17 @ 2-6 I —fim
Dark Earth d 26 2-6m
1213 ¥ 2025 12-24m

Drark Earth - i 2834 23y
CH7 i 2 [ € 3 2-3y

(o c 2933 23y

i) g i d 12 23y

Dark Earth g i 2836 2-dy
c17 £ h 2 e A5 Jody

Dark Earth @ 3338 I
Cl7 I = ¢ | 3538 3by

Dark Earth 2 I 35-34 Ay
Cld ) 3538 Iy

17 I 35-38 -6y

Cl4 j h g o 37 A4y

c17 i h ) a 3 Jody

Drark Earth [ h h I5-38 -y
Dark Earth i 36-39 d-hy
Cl17 i k g f kT 46y

Drark Earth 2 346 4y
Drark Earth I -4 410y
Dark Earth h 4547 f—1 0y
17 M m 49-5() A= 10y

Three seventeenth-century mandibles have teeth
with intradental attrition, and one of these also
shows signs of periodontal disease, The hone
around P3 15 “swollen’ and the alveoli for P4 and
M1 are wide and parous. The second premolar is
missing, but there is a scar where the bone has
grown into the alveolus after il was lost,

Pig

Only one pig bone was recovered from the Tron
Age. Ag it was an unfused distal metapodial, it is
probably from an animal less than two vears old,

The “dark earth” material included three left 4th
metacarpals, one of which was complete with
unfused distal end, therefore probably less than two
years old. The dental evidence is from one animal
about nine months old and another about one year
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old. The sex of one pig ean be ascertained from o
male upper canine,

From the epiphysial fusing data from the twelfth
and thirteenth centuries it can be deduced that there
i5 a minimum of one animal less than one year ald
and one over this age, but less than 34

The fourteenth-century remains include evi-
dence of one foetal/neonatal pig, o mandible from a
pig of about 16 months, and another from a male of
about 18 months. A loose lower canine is from a
mitle over 18 months old.

The imcisors and canine in a sevenleenth-cen-
tury pig mandible come from a female over |8
months, amd, for the purposes of minimum num-
bers, could be from the same animal as a fused



distal femur which makes the animal over 3% years
old, Other dental evidence is from an animal of
about % months and another of about | year.

There are only three pig bones from the nine-
leenth century, with no ageing data.

There are, as i5 often the case, oo few pig bone
measurcments o get any idea of the general size of
the pigs from these periods. Not only were few
bones recovered, but only mature bones are meas-
ured and most pigs are killed for their meal when
young,

One item of interest is the measurements of the
lzcrimal bone in a seventeenth-century skull. The
laerimal/Trontal suture is locked bul moveable, but
the - lacrimal/malar suture is unfused. Owing (o
damage the locrimal is a sminimum of 44.4mm long
by 25, 1mm high which gives an indeéx of 177%.
The shape is very close to a young wild boar (M?
visible in crypt) in the writer's collection with an
index of 205% and it is obvious that, had the hone
been complete, the index would have been much
closer 1o this Agure. A fourteenth-century skull
from George Street (Jones 1983, tiche 77:G1) has
an index of 167% and strajght profile rather than
the ‘dished’ face of modern pigs. 1t is a male pig
with the third molar unerupted, so thit the lacrimal
bone would have lengthened as it matured making
the index more like o wild example, It is not sug-
gested that the seventeenth-century pig was wild,
merely that it had an unimproved, primitive shape
of skull, This may have been influenced by its sex,
According 1o Epstein (1984 pl49) ‘the anterior
part of the skull in aduli pigs of many improved
breeds is markedly shorter and the braincase is
higher and slopes forward, rendering the break in
the profile more acute. Owing (o their situation on
the border between the aboral and oral parts of the
shull, the lacrimals must of necessity be affected
by changes in the form, position and direction of
the anterior and cranial parts.’ Locrimal shape is
also affected by age and sex, the indices of sows
being considerably smaller than the respective in-
dices of males,

Horse
All but one of the eight horse fragments are
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from “dark earth” deposits, All could have come
from one animal. A fifth and sixth lumbar vertebrae
with lused epiphyses, are Tused together. Accord-
ing to Silver (1969), the epiphyses fuse at five
years old and it is likely to have taken some Hme
for the ankylosis to become complete. The only
other ageing duta is supplicd by an incisor which is
well wormn and gives a very rough estimate of age as
about nine years old. An atlas vertebra has a chop
mark across the ventral arch, This may have hap-
pened when the head was being removed if the
neck was cut close to the mandible before the sping
wits chopped through.

There is 4 fused proximal radius from the sev-
enteenth century, which means that the horse was
over approximately 18 months when it was killed
or died.

Dog

The four “dark earth™ bones have come from at
least two animals, one of which is over 18 months
old, The length of the “dark carth™ radivs is esti-
maited to be 125mm which, using the factors in
Harcourt (1974, gives n withers height of 41.7cm,
whereas the femur has an estimated length of
225mm, which gives a withers height of 69.35cm.
This latter bone has the caput missing, but the
length to the trochanter major is 22 1mmn; the small-
est shaft circumference is 53mm. This is a tall dog
(as tall as a greyhound) with a mediom sized bone
diameter (similar to a retriever’s).

A twellth or thirteenth-century mandible is from
a daog at least seven months old; wear on the third
incisor suggests it is in fact older than this,

Ten of the eleven bones found in the fourteenth-
century pit are from one dog and it is possible that
the eleventh is also from the same animal, Using
the fusion data in Clark (1995, 23) gives an age of
about six months. The right radius (proximal
fused, distal unfused), is porous at both ends; the
right ulna, {unfused al both ends) is porous at the
distal end; both left and right femur are evident
funlused at both ends) but only the right has porous
ends; the right tibia (both ends unfused) is also
porous at both ends. The left tibia is in two picces
and only about S0-75% s present. It may be that
when the body was disposed of it was lying on the



right side and minerals from the vulnerable less
saleified growing arcas were leached oul,

A very small metacorpal, smaller than from a
fox, and a fragment of ulna are the only remains of
dog from the seventeenth century.

Cul
A third metatarsal of average size for early do-
mestic cat from the “dark canth”™ period and an

immature humerus from the C12-13 are the only
bones retrieved of this species.

Domestic fowl and geese

Only two fragments of domestie fowl were re-
covered from the Iron Age material and only one
from the nineteenth century.

The bones were not drilled 1o check for medul-
lary bone { stored on the inside of the bone shaft by
females in epe-laying condition), but a broken
“dark carth™ femur (right) with medullary bone is
obviously from a female. A second matre right
ferur and an immature humeros shows that there
are g minimum of three birds. A similar proportion
of bones are identified as “the size of domestic
goose.

A high proportion of domeste fow] fragments
were Tound in twelfth 1o thineenth-century deposits
(34% of wdentified bone). Three right ibiotarsi
mean thit there aee a mindmum ol three birds repre-
sented by the bopes, A tarsometatarsus without a
spur could be from a female or from a young male
i the spur core does not fuse w the tarsometatarsal
shalt until berween seven and eighreen months
even in faster maturing birds whose proximal
tarsometatarsi fuse between three-and-a hall and
four-and-a half months, Sadler 1991 pdd), but the
measurements put it among the females from
Saxon to 13536AD al Faccombe (Sadler 19940 Fig
P12 pS02). Shight extra bone growth was present
on the articular surface of a coracoid and a scapula,
A small spongy oulgrowth on a lumbosacral mass
iy be the start of myeloma {Baker 1980 plid)
and the enlargement of an ulna shaft may be due 1o
it having broken and healed. In conirast 1o the
many fowl bones, only one fragment is identified
as domestic goose. [t is the only bird bone with any
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sign of baichery as it has a light cut on the proximal
diaphysis.

For the [irst ime, i the fourteenth century re-
mains, the proportion of domestic goose fragments
is roughly the same as the domestic fowl. There are
more immature bones than in the previous groups,
A tarsometalarsus has o spur scar which sugpests it
15 a male of al least more than seven months old.
i(See above) It 15 close o the group of males al
Faccombe (Sadler 9490 see above),

The seventeenth-century Towl bones are rather
incomplete, but where measurements can be 1aken
they indicate that the hirds were larger.

Wild mammals and birds

Mone of the five rabbit bones appear larger than
carly feral rabbit (the only measurable bone, a pel-
vis, is of this size) so they are incloded in this
section,

The wild mammals and birds as a percentage of
all identified mammals and birds are shown in table
16, The second set of fgures below them are the
percentage of the context from which samples were
sieyved,

Table 16
Wild mammals and hirds o8 percentage of all identified
mammals and birds

from Age "dar earth” CI12-13 Cl4 O O
At 5% 1 1% A% I 5045
1450 (¥ S5 I 3% 100%

Apart from the deer, all the wild animals recov-
ered are small and therefore more will have been
recovered from periods with a high proportion of
sieved samples. As the proportions sieved are not
equal, no inference can be made from the differ-
ences in the percentages.

Five deer fragments are scattered throughout the
perigds. An unfused distal fragment of red deer
femur and a roe deer upper M1 (very worn) are
from lron Ape deposiis, a roe deer scapula is dated
as “dark earth™, a metacarpal fragment the size and
shape of fallow deer, but with no truly diagnostic



leaiure, was found in a twelfth o thireenth-century
context and a fallow metatarsal fragment in the
seventeenth-century pil.

The rabbit and hare may have been bought from
a butcher {one of the rabbit bones is burnt), but the
bones of water vole, vole (all the size of field vole),
howse mouse and mouse (3 nineteenth-century tibia
is thee size of the yellow-necked field mouse but the
earher tihia and axis are the size of wood mouse)
are probably in the soil by chance, The waler vole
was probably breeding in the area, at least in the
lron Age, as the teeth in the mandible from this
period are just erupting. The house mouse identi-
fied from the Irom Age material could be from this
period s others have been found this early (Coy
198 1), but it could also be an intrusion as the
contexl was nol sealed.

The fourteenth-century goose bone is the size of
pink Tooted goose, Included in the unidentified bivd
bones are o twelfth o thineenth-century humeras
similar, but not identical, to a meadow pipit; a
Fourteenth-century  tarsometatarsus  similar o
woodcock but slightly smaller; a group of seven-
teenth-century bones from a bird, or birds, the size
af o greenfinch (coracoid, ulna, pelvis, a pair of
Femora) and two right humerd the size of a black-
bird. If these seventeenth-century fragments had
been complete enough for a definite identification,
the percentage of remains from wild sources would
have increased 10 5.5%,

Fish

All the Tish bone identified is from marine spe-
cies. Only one identifiable fish bone was recovered
rom three of the periods (ron Age, “dark earth™
and nineteenth century), twenty-four from the
twelfth o thirtcenth century (29% of identified
bone), wen from the seventeenth century (3% of
identified bone), but by far the highest number was
from the foorteenth cemtury (46% of identified
bone). This result is not due w o higher proportion
of the materiol being sieved, and must reflect either
selective disposal, better preservation, or higher
consumption of fish, From the condition of the
bone it was possible to see three cases of bone
being crushed and marked by cess (ie. having been
through a digestive system) in the twelfth to thir-
teenth century material, and one similar in cach of
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the other two groups of bones. Fish bone from the
fourteenth century had, in two instances, been
burmt, but there is evidence of much more burn
bone, though not fish, in the sevenleenth century
pit, It is interesting to note that from the small
number of fsh bones recovered by hand on Lhe
George Street site (Jones 1983) most were from
two late thirteenth or early fourleenth-century rub-
bish pits and only one bone was [rom a freshwaler
speties,

The single identified “dark earth” fish hone is a
vertebra from the cod family (Gadidae) with a di-
ameter of 21.4mm and a length of 15 4mm. This is
from a fish well over a metre long, A twellth 1o
thirteenth-century eel dentary is from a fish under
350mm total length, whereas a fourteenth-century
cleithrum {found with a mandible and premaxilla)
is Fromm an eel about A00mm in length. Some of the
whiting vertebrae found in the fourieenth-century
pit are diseased. The ling cleithrum (also fourteenth
century) is from a large [ish over a metre long, and
the plaice anal prerygiophore is from a fish with a
total length of about 300-350mm.

Discussion

The proportions of the main domestic animals
are unusual with only the “dark earth”, from
unsieved contexts spread across the site, falling
into the main group (see Walton Road Stores Ap-
pendis A Sadler, in Bonner and Dalwood forih-
coming), that is, coming within the following
ranges: Cattle 35-47%; Sheep 36—49%; Pig 12-
22%%. The fourteenth-century figure is Tairly close
to those for late Saxon and medieval Walton Croft
Road, but has a slightly higher percentage of pig.
The figures From the seventeenth century are very
difficul 1o judge as they are influenced so strongly
by the high number of sheep bones, of which 65%
are lower limb bones, 8% are from the head and
only 17% are lrom bones which provide more
meal. The number of lower limb bones would have
been even higher if the bumnit fragments could have
been accurately counted.

Discussing an eéarly cighlcenth-century  site
where the majority of sheep bones are metapodials,
O'Conpor (1984, 22) suggests that a reasonable
explanation would be to attribute them to waste
fromn the processing of sheepskins, but then men-



tions that there are records of poor households
buying sheep’s feet us a cheap meal source
{Armitage 1983 guoted in O'Connor 1984, 24,
Another explanation is that this is waste from a
butcher's premises, but the explanation which most
sccurately fits the evidence from this site 15 Tound
in Kerridge {1967, 243); he is discussing the "agri-
cultural revolution' in the seventeenth century and
the new technigques used in fertilising, *Farmers
increasingly bousht in refuse from big lowns and
cities . . . wagons that took corn, malt, and provi-
sions . . oreturned laden with stible manure, street
refuse, sool, ashes, rags, Turters clippings, horn
shavings, sheep's drodrers, leather shreds, bones,
and all manner of refuse. Bones might be calcimed.
und rags and waste cut up, and then all were
ploughed in or sown with the com.” As has already
been mentioned, many of the sheep bones had in-
decd been burng, wnd it may be that they were 1o be
used as fertliser,

The proof that during the seventeenth century at
least some sheep had been ‘improved’ (bred o
pravide more mutton rather than good quality
wool) is interesting, Kerridge (1967, p3 149 says
that “Around [650 selected pasture rams were
selling at £10 apiece. Moreover, Midiand graziers
and farmers improved their breed by importing
marsh tps from the Fen and Saltings couniries,”
The Cotswold breed was transformed by both im-
proved feed and erossing with the Midland pasiure
sheep, (p321) "their legs shortened and their car-
casses became farger and fleshier’. It was the im-
provements in the production of fodder as well as
selective breeding which made the larger, mution-
producing sheep.

The very young pig remains in the fourteenth-
century refuse sugpests that pigs were being kept
nexrby. This was also sugeested for the George
Street site (Jones 1983, 36) and in *A History of the
British Pig' {1986, 8). Wiseman comments, ‘The
role of the pig in the community gradually
changed, and they tended o be housed for longer
periods, usually on o “one per household” basis, and
fed predominantly on kitchen waste’. He then
guotes Markham as describing the seventeenth-
century pig as, ‘the hushandman’s besi scavenger
and the housewife’s most wholesome sink |, . for
his Tood and his living is by thal which would else
rotin the vard and make it beastly.”

[t is certain that domestic fowl were being kepl
in the yurds, for in o twellth (o thirteenth-century
pit, @ piece of compacied chicken droppings is
present with the impression of feathers in it, pre-
sumably put in the pit when their housing wis
cleared out.

The Macroscopic Plant Remains
Ruth Pelling

Introduction

During the excavations o series of soil samples
were Laken For the retrieval of plant remains.

Samples were processed using a bulk water
separation machine and collected onte o 0.5mm
miesh, Dried Hots were sorted by members of Buck-
inghamshire County Museum Archaeology Group,
Ten samples were selected for analvsis, five from
medieval cess or refuse pits, two from sixteenth/
seventeenth-century pits and three from nine-
tecnth-century cess pits.

Method

Plant remains were examined under a binocular
microscope at * 10 and =20 magnification. Identifi-
cations were based on morphological characteris-
tes and by comparison with modern reference
material held at Oxford University Museum. The
resulls are displayed inotables 17 and 18, Nomen-
clature foflows Clapham, Tutin and Moore (1989),
In the case of cereal remains the plant part is given
igrain, rachis ete. ). For all other identifications the
plunt part recorded is the seed, nutlet ete. unless
otherwise given,

The Medieval Remains (Table 17)

Ad least three phases of refuse pits are repre-
sented, all of which produced charred plant re-
mains. The phase Il (sample 2048) and Phase 111
(sample 2049 samples produced small amounts of
cereal remains and occasional weeds. Free-thresh-
ing Tritfenm (bread-typefrivet wheat) graing wene
most commonly identilied. No rachis fragments
were recovered. thus it was not possible to identify
the wheat 1o ploidy level given the inhercm diffi-
culties in distinguishing ploidy level on the basis of



grain. Hulled barley (Hordewm sp.) and oats
tAveng spy were identified as secondary cerea)
crops. All seeds identified as Avena sp. were re-
corded as grain. This does mean that any wild vats
present in the samples will be treated as cereals, bul
given the lack of any identifiable (lorel bases this
gives the best available impression of the relative
abundance of cultivated oat. One barley prain in
sample 2049 showed clear signs of germination
while a sprouted embryo wis also recovered from
the same sample. A single large legume (vetch/
bean/pea) in sample 2049 and & raspberry seed in
sample 2048 are further possible food remains.
Weeds were mfreguent in the phase 1T and 11 sam-
ples, and are largely ruderal species such as Plan-
ferger metfer (pliantaing and  Rumey sp. (docks) or
commaon arable weeds such as Anihemis corda
{stinking mayweed).

Three samples from Phase IV were analysed,
taken from a single pit. Cereal grains form the
dominant component of the assemhblages. Free-
threshing wheat is the most commonly represented
cereal, Two disrinct grain tvpes are identified; shor
plump grains recorded as ‘compact” and, less fre-
gquently, longer nwrow grain recorded as Celon-
gated”.  Intermediate  grains  were  classificd
separately. Holled barley forms the second maost
numerous crop while oats are also present, Asym-
metrical graing indicate the presence of the six-row
varicty of hulled barley (Hordewm vulgare). A sin-
gle grain wentified as TriticiemdSecale sp. (wheat/
rye) suggesis that rye may be represented, although
no grain or rachis was positively wdentified. ChalT
remaing were very infreguent consisting of a single
free-threshing wheat rachis node, a culm node, and
occasional detached embryos. The rachis was (oo
poorly preserved o allow wentification 1o ploidy
level, One Pisam satovie and cccasional large leg-
umes indicate the cultivation of peas and/or beans.

The weed (Tora of the Phase IV samples s much
more exfensive than the earlier samples. Samples
2014 and 2017 especially are dominated by legu-
minous weeds. Seeds of Medicareo lupuling {black
medick) were identilied by seeds with fragments of
seed coat still attached, Large numbers of legumi-
nous weeds can be tiken as anindication of poor
soil fertility as they will oul compete many other
species on nitrogen-poor soils, Increnses in the
numbers of leguminous weeds during the late

T4

Saxonfearly medieval period, for example at the
Raunds sites i Morthampionshire (Campbell,
forthy do coincide with a period of agriculiural
expansion. Such occurrences may also represent
the deliberate encouragement or cultivation of leg-
umes, for example as part of o crop rolation system,
to provide feed for animals and improve the fertil-
ity of the soil.

Anthemis  cotwlo  (stinking  mayweed)  and
Cddoneites verna (red barstia) suggest some cultiva-
tion ol heavier calcarcous clay soils. Eleocharis
palisieiy {common spike rush) requires al least
seasonal flooding, thus may indicate some cultiva-
tion of rather marshy soils. Other species repre-
senied in the samples ane common ruderal or arable
weeds such as Chenopodinm alfbun (fat hen) and
Polygamun avicwlare group (knotgrass),

The Posl Medieval Remains (Table [8)

The post-medicval samples consist predomi-
nantly of mineralised material. Occasional charred
remains are present. Free-threshing wheat grains
dominate the charred assemblages while oceca-
stonal hulled barley and very occasional oat grains
were also identified. A possible broad bean (Viefa
faba) was identified in one sixteenth or seven-
teenth-century sample (2008} along with some uni-
dentifiable large legumes. The small number of
charred remains present in the mineralised samples
are probably no more than the ubiquitous scatter of
charred remains, especially grain, which tend 10
oceur on sites of medieval and later date,

Mineralisation by calcium phosphate replace-
meni is a form of preservation characteristic of
poorly drained deposits which had a high fascal/
urine content in the presence of calcium carbonate
(Green 1979), Cess pits and garderobes provide
particularly Favourable conditions for this type of
preservation. Such remains can therefore provide
direet evidence of human or animal consumption,
The presence of the puparia of the sewage fly
which was noted in the samples further indicates
that the deposits were derived from cess-pits.

The mineralised remains from the post-medi-
eval deposits are domimaled by the seeds of fruits,
Sample 2000, tfaken from a sixteenth or seven-
teenth-century deposil contained very large num-



Table 17

Macioscopic Plant Remains Recovered From Medieval Comiexis

2017

Sample 2045 240 2013 2014

Context 46l 454 (R 721 (43

Pit Mumber w56 RYLA 53 h53 534

Phasd I I v v v

Original Weight (Kg) I5.5 a9 I5 17 17
Charred remaing
Triticivee sp. Free-ihreshing wheat.

short grain 4 17 [0z 0] 15
Trivictm sp. elonpated grain | - - 4 [}
Trivicwsr sp. intermediate graiin 2 IEk 54 22 | 56
Triticoen sp. rachis pode - 1
Frivigum sp, Wheal gran 22 4h S 74
TriviectennSevale Wheal/Rye gran - - - [
Hordewm valpere Six-row hulled barley,
lateral griim - - L z ~

Hardewm sp, Barley, hulled grain 7 54 [F] I
Harder sp. Barley, grain k! 34 11 112
Avena sp. Chat, grain = 14 20 I [
Cercalin grain 53 20H 131 e
Cereal sized embryo = = 4] 1 =
Cerealin indet sprouted cmbryo | - -
Cereal gized culm mode 3 b I = =
P sertdvim Pea - - | — —
ViciaiLarhyrns | Pisan sp. Veich/Bean/Pen - | 4 - f
Ramuneulis acrizivepensiBndbogiy Buttercup - - [ 3 -
Agrostenima githago Clorn cockle - - - - |
Lyefeeis flos-vuenlt Ragged robin I
Chemopodivm albam Fat hen - — = 1 -
Chermopoditim sp, - - - Z 2
Chenopodincae - I - 11 7
Meadivago fupuling Black medick - - 2 n 115
o Medicago fupuling - - B Eh a7
Vicia! Latlivrus sp. Veteh/Ture I 4 2 2 4
Leguminosese, small z 3 = 42 34
Torifis juponiva Upright hedge-parsley = 2 = = |
Polvgarnue avicilare agg, Knolprass = B = | [0
Palygesnierit convalvinug Black bindweed 2 -
Polygoniceae - - - 2 5

il



Table 17 {cont.)
Macroseopic Plunt Remains Recovered From Mudieval Contests

Sumple 2048 2049 2013 014 207

Conlexl b a54 1 T2l 6493

Pt Nomber B56 RY13 653 653 653

Phase 1 i Y v v

Crriginal Weight (Kgy 185 ) 15 17 17
Kumex sp. Docks 1 I 7 9 5
el Ahdgalis 4p. cf. Pimpernel - — - - 1
Chlomtites verng Fed barstis - - | 2 -
Plearmitage o jor Plantain I - 4q
Friplenvospermun sp, Mayweed - - - i
Cenfaured sp. Krnapweed Cornflower - - - = |
Compositae - - -~ 3
Cliirey sp. Sedpes - - - - I
Anthenis vorila Stinking mayweed 2 4 2 B
Elvoohearis palusties Spike rush - — - 1 1
Poly gonncea/Cypericcin = =3 | = T
Brorey subsect Ewlromniey Brome grass - - 4 = |
Bromues sivrilfiy Barren brome - 1 - 2 -
Ciraminene Cirass, large scoded - 1 f 4 i5
Crrmmimese Cirass, small seeded - - - L 3
Indet weed I 1 ) I3 14
Mineralised remains
Sy nigeo Elder [H] 3 | 2
Riihies iclaens Raspberry Z - - - =
Lithaspermim arvensis Corn gromwell (silica) - | I 3
Hvertevamug miger Henhane - 1 - - -
Inder I - - - -
Total gram ] 126 553 146 1120
Total chaff ] 1 7 | |
Total pulses 0 | 5 L f
Tuotal weeds m 21 45 1635 8o
Total number of items it} 1459 il 512 19473

al



bers ol mincralised seeds ol fig (Fiows corice) and
wildfalpine strawberry (Fragaria vesca). Seeds of
Raspberey (K idaens) and blackberry/bramble
(R, fruficosns age) and a single grape (Vitis
vinifera) were also present. Fig and grape are often
found in medieval deposits, especially in cess pits,
Fig tends to be especially numerous, largely be-
cause 4 single g produces up to B0 robust and
casily mineralised secds. Although both fig and
grape can be cultivated i warmer parts ol Britaim,
and appear to have been so in the past {Roach
[9H5), it 15 more likely thal archacological exam-
ples derive from imported dreied roit. Historical
evidence suggests that they were imporied frony the
Mediterrancan in very large numbers (Greig,
19960, The strawberry and raspberry are likely o
have been cultivated, The strawberry seeds tended
towards the larger size range characteristic of the
cultivated variety, the alpine strawberry, which dif-
Fers in that 11 does not prodoce runners bul insiead
privduces late season flowers. The blackberry was
probably always collected wild.

Mineralised seeds ol several weed species were
identificd, most of which could have been growing
within the vicinity of the cess pit. One specics,
Hyeseyanns wiger (henbane) also has medicinal
uses as o drug to reduce swelling and pain (Clap-
ham eral 1989) and its association with mineral-
ised froii material must suggest that it may have
been vsed medicinally, Several seeds of elderberry
CSantfocuy wigra) were present, a seed uhigquitous
among medieval remains,

The nineteenth-century samples again produced
lurge numbers of fig and raspberry seeds. Several
seeds of apple or pear (Maluy domestical Pyrus
cetiminis ) were also recovered, The seeds of apple
and pear are identified on the basis of surface cellu-
lar structure. In the case of replacement mineralisa-
tiom, the surface cellular structure is often replaced
by that of the mineral, thus it was not possible 1o
distinguish one species from the other. Sample
2000 also produced a large number of seeds identi-
fied as probable pooseberry (Ribes of, wva-cvispa),
Gooseberry s difficolt to distinguish from red cur-
vent {8, rufrum) as there is considerable overlap in
the dimensions of the seeds of the two species. The
majority ol seeds tended towards shorter fatter
seeds, more characleristic of gooseberry, although
soma were more elongaied, more characteristic of
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redeurrent, The overnll distribution docs suggesis a
population of gooseberry, although delinie identi-
fication was not possible. This sample also con-
tained large amowunis of unidentifiohle heavily
minerilised fragments remimscent of fruitskinand
squashed fragments of frnr flesh in addition o
general mineralised faecal material. The possible
skin and flesh may also have derived Trom the
gooseberries. Apple and pear are Mrequently found
i minerlised deposits of medieval date and later,
Giopseberry 15 less commaon, although historical
and eceasional archaeological records do go hack
o the thirteenth century (Greig 1996: Harvey
1981,

OF interest in the weed assemblage, given the
assoviation with cess is the presence of 11 seeds of
Papaver sonmiferum (opium poppy)l  Papaver
sowmmifernm 15 4 cosual ol coltivated and waste
around but was also formerly grown for medicinal
purposes (Clapham e al 1989 for use as i power-
ful pain killer and soporilic and also for coughs. 1
is difficult 1o interpret with any certainty whether
such seeds have entered the deposits as a result of
medicinal use or whether they are casual introdue-
tioms from plants growing as weeds in the viciniry,
This difficulty is increased by the fact that most
plants have been credited with healing powers al
one time or another, and alsa by the Tact that the
commen medicinal plants cccurin association with
common tuderal, arablé or grasstand weeds, un-
likely to have any medicinal or dietary use, The
association with mineralised fruit seeds in the cess
pits does, however, suggest they have derived from
human excrenel.

Summary

The samples taken from the medieval pits are
typical of the period. The cereal assemblage is
dominated by grains of [ree-threshing wheats,
while barley and oats are also present. The weed
assemblage suggests o well developed weed flora,
although the general pavcity of weed seeds and
chaff sugests a fairly clean but mixed assemblage,
The post-medieval cess-pil samples provide useful
evidence of the types of fruit available at the time,
MNative fruits such as apple or pear and gooseberry
were clearly eaten, while fig and grape are likely o
have heen imported,



Mucroscopic Plant Remaink from Post-Medieval Samples

Tuhle 18

Sample 2008 2009 20600 2001 2002
Caonlexl a6 70 54 (12 G2
Pl Mumber 675 Hi15 475 fll4 Gk
Dune (century ALT) 1ef17 iaf17 19 14 19
Orriginal Weight (ka) 7.5 6 - 1) 1
Charred Remaing
Triticom sp., Free-threshing wheat, griim 37 2 - 5 -
Treittcnn sp. Wheat grain 5 - | -
Hurdenm sp Barley, hulled graimn il - - 2 -
Hordewm sp. Barley, grain 7 - -
Avend s Oal, prain 1 - - -
Cerealin rin 13 | — 5 -
cf. Viciva faha Broad bean 1 - = e =
Vieoal Latlvens Fixim sp, Cultivated Vewh/Bean/Pen 9 - - - -
Ranunenlus urvensiy Corn crow oot - - - | -
Humex sp. Docks I - - - -
Leguminoseas, small - 2 - 1 2
Craliv sp. = - = | e
Indet weed 2 - - k] -
Mineralised remains
FRLUIT
Vitis vinifera Grape I 5
Frens caricag Fig K 17608 i) 50 GHA
Rty fedeans Raspberry 5 14 k] 41 632
Riuebees fruticosir g, Bramble/Blackberry - f - - -
Rithas =p, - |3 - - 242
Malies clomestiva/ Pyins commmiis Apple/Pear 47 2
M. domextical P, communix ApplefPear endocarp — - — - 2
Fragaria vesoy Alpine steawberry - h62 - 9 I
Riles of. tva-crispo Gooseberry LI -
Ribes uva-crispiyvihrim Gooseberry/Red currant - - b - 2
cf. Ribes sp. - 43 = =
WEEDS
Papaver sampiferam Crpium poppy - - - - 11
Aetfisa ¢ voapiim Fool™s parsley 1 - - - -



Table 18 (cont,)
Macroscopic Plant Remains (rom Post-Medieval Saniples

2x2

Sample 2008 2009 2000 20K41
Contexl GhG TiH 52 adil 0i)2
Fit Mumber 675 fia 475 i il
Brate (ventury ALl (5% bhgl Y 14 1% 19
Original Weight (ke 1.5 6 = 1 §]
ol sotundifidiam Thorow-wax - - - - |
fumex sp. Docks 1 - - - -
Lifospe rmun arvensis Corn gromwell (silica) Z
Hyoseyining miger Henbaiie 2 [ - ] —
Solonacene 2 - - - I
Craleopsry sp. Hemp-nettle I
Scmhwcus nigra Eldder 2 (it - 1] (I
Crrexvsp, Sedges - 2 - 1 |
Cyperaceae [
Woead indet 2 ) ~ ~ —~
Total charred remains 1] f 0 21 2
Total mineralised Fruit I3 2764 0 Tos
1572
Total mingralised weods [2 B4 i il 24
Total |33 2854 T4 150k IF9E

CONCLUDING DISCUSSION

The County Museum excavations provide evi-
dence Tor the topographical development of a small
part of central Aylesbury. The cartographic record
lor Aylesbury is one of the most disappointing [or
any Bnglish town of its age, with no surviving plan
before the early €19, The archaenlogical evidence
is therefore crucial for understanding urban devel-
opment in Aylesbury,

The area of the Museum was undoubledly
within the circuil of the Tron Age hillfort and the
Saxon settlement; unfortunately insufficient depos-
its of either period were preserved on the site o
advance our understanding. Arguments from si-
lence are rarely satisfactory, and in the present case
the paucity of early material may be due simply 1o
the small aren investigated and io the destructive
effects of intensive activity, particularly pit dig-
ging, in the later periods, Although there were a

numhber of meadieval burials, the dhsence of Saxon
burials is, nevertheless, of note, since it casts doubt
upon  the hypothesis proposed by Allen and
Dalwood (1983) that the George Street burials be-
longed 1o an extensive cemelery associnted with
the Minster church. On the basis of present evi-
dence, it is still difficull to avoid the conclusion
that the mid-Saxon burials at George Street are
likely to be associated with a minster church, but it
now seems unlikely that the cemelery ocoupies an
aren of 2.5 hectares, extending from the existing
churchyard to George Streel, as previodsly sug-
pested, The extent of burials along Church Street
hias been mapped (Farley 1979 clearly these are
now as likely to be medieval as Saxon. The George
Streer cemetery may therefore have been physi-
cally distant from the Minster, or alternatively the
Minster may nol have been on the sile ol the
present St Mary s, but neither hy pothesis is entively
convincing. The size of the areas used for burials
within the town during the Saxon and medieval



periods raises a number of guestions, including the
possibility of a bifocal or migrating cemetery,
which would have influenced the topographical
development of the town,

The earliest surviving feature of importance is
thes ditch of medieval phase 1, which is interpreted
as a4 boundary ditch dividing Church Street into
burgage plots. Church Street itself has the appear-
ance of having been one of the primary Teatores of
the 1own. There appears, however, to have been a
degree of fluidity in the urban layout, Tor by the
thinteenth century the ares (or a substantial part of
it) wus being used Tor burial, Two phases of borgl
were identified; the change in orientation between
the two phases is highly unusoal, and suggests that
despite the proximity of S0 Mary’s 1o the site, the
church and burials were not atl this stage infer-
visible, and that the graves were orientated with
respect o some other feature — the road, the
churchyard boundary, or perhaps even whatever
structure o building obscured direct view of the
church. The discovery of burials beneath the court-
vard and the former coach house indicate that the
cemetery area was extensive; on the other hand pan
of the main excavalion area appearcd to be free of
burials, as the lster pits over this part of the site
contained little in the way of disturbed homan
bone, in contrast to the medieval pits at the nearby
George Street site, which contained significant
guantities of bone from the (Saxen) cemetery
which had previously oceupied the site.

After the comedery phase there may have still
beena difference in function between the northeast
andl the southeast areas of the site. The northeastern
part of the site, where there had previously been
burials, developed a garden sail, whilst the remain-
ing part of the site was a focus of pit-digging. The
site may therefore have been divided into two plots,
that further away from 51 Mary's containing cess-
pits and rubbish pits indicative of domestic urban
oeeupation, although this division was not distin-
guished by any surviving structure. The pits are
likely 10 have belonged to buildings on the Church
Streel frontage, but there is no sign that any strue-
tures extended as far back at the excavated area.

From the fifteenth century onwards there i1s
documentary evidence for activity at the adjaceni
Ceely House, which is likely to have been on a
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separate plot, assuming that the main axis of plots
lay at right angles to Church Street. Ceely House
originated as the Brother House of the Fraternity of
the Yirgin Mary, founded in 1450, and elements of
the fiftieenth century siruciure are incorporated
within the present building (Trench and Fenley
1991) From the seventeenth century there is
limited evidence for the rest of the area now occu-
picd by the museum. Unfortunately it is difficult to
correlate directly with the known building se-
guence the archacological deposits on the siwe from
these later periods, but this is perhaps not surpris-
ing given the limited area available for examina-
Lo,

The excavation results also illuminate the sociil
and economic history of the town, although little
was found that might be considered unusual in an
urban context clsewhere,

The contribution (o diet of maring fish in the
medieval period is of interest, given the distance
from the sea; the ten or so species (lable 10}, 1o
which we may add the conger eel and mackerel
found at George Street {Jones 1993}, indicate a
highly developed marketing network {or coastal
produets. 11 is unlikely that these species were im-
ported as wel fish: far more likely is that they
would have been smoked or preserved by salting or
pickling. The absence of freshwater species also
reflects the evidence from George Street, where
only a very small quantity of frout was recovered,
Fish apart, it seems likely that Aylesbury was reli-
ant upon its imimediate rural hinterland up 1o the
industrial revolution. Fowl were kept in the town,
and doubtless other species were also bred, and
must have contributed to the general sgqualor re-
ported in many medieval owns — by the nineteenth
century it was apparently possible (o keep a pig in
Aylesbury solely on what the beast could scavenge
from the public thoroughfares (Gibbs 1R8BS, 595—
5). Further evidence of diet is provided hy the
analyses of residues within the cess pits; again, the
evidence is typical. Bread wheat, hulled barley and
outs, and perhaps rye, are present in the medieval
period, along with peas and/or beans. The accom-
panying weed species imply that some crops origi-
nated from some of the damper land in the Vale of
Aylesbury, By the post-medieval period there is
also evidence For sofi froit (including Tig and grape,
probably imported as dried fruit), whilst the pres-



ence of opium poppy possibly mdicates 1ts use for
medicinal purposes,

The finds asssemblage indicates a range ol
activities which took place within the town, al-
thoush again the activities represented do not
necessarily rell us wgreal deal aboul the use of this
particular plot or plots. The pottery s almost
entirely rom local sources — the occasional sherds
of exotica in the late medievalfearly post-medieval
period may have been brought back from London,
perhaps by one of the retinue of Ralph Yerney
(sometime Lord Mayor of London) or semeone of
his class, wnd does not indicate that Aylesbory
was a nodal point in terms of Tong-distance trade.
Aylesbury, then, was an important marketing
centre for the swrounding countryside, and an
administrative centre [or the County, bul its im-
portance at a wider regional level is less significant.

ARCHIVE

The site archive is held at the County Museum
a3 part of the County Sites and Monuments Record
{rel: CAS 4728). The {inds are accession no.
AYBCM 199722,
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