INVESTIGATIONS AT MAGIOVINIUM 1990-91:
THE LITTLE BRICKHILL AND FENNY STRATFORD
BY-PASSES

ANDREW HUMNN, JO LAWSON AND JONATHAN PARKHOUSE

Excavations undertaken at Magiovinium in 1991 in advance of construction of the Littte Brickhill
Bypass are described. The project was funded by English Heritage., Further evidence was
recorded for a series of previously noted Romano-British ditched enclosures, apparently
regularly planned, extending to the east of the defended area. It is argued that the enclosures
were laid onr ustng units af ¥4, Nz or 3 actus; some boundaries appear, however, to have been
repositioned from time to time, Evidence for buildings was only found in the part of the
excavation closest to Watling Street, bur in spite of the rvelative lack of structural remains thar
were excavated, the settlement appears to have been civilian tm charvacter. Away from Watling
Streer the enclosures contained a variety of cut features, of largely indeterminate function.
Industrial activity, not necessarily large-scale, was also recorded. Most of the property divisions
were probably maintained, with only minor repositioning, throughout the greaver part of the
period of occupation, which lasted from the second half of the first to the later fourth century.
Triad trenching to the east of the main area of investipation located what may have been the
surfaces of Wailing Streer, nearly two metres below the modern ground swrface; the absence of
other features here appears to define the eastern boundary of Magiovininm. Little evidence way
recovered which would have served to advance the hypothesis that the setilement originated as
a viens outside a fort.

Feaiwres recorded during consiruction of the Fenny Straiford By-pass, including a previowsty
wnknown inhumation cemetery, are also described. This watching brief also provided the first
evidence for the extent of Magioviniwm o the south.

The repori contains specialisi comtributions on coarse poittery (C Woodfield ), flagon fabrics {0
Williams), samian ware (G Dannell), tite (C Woodfield), coins (F Woodfield with DM Metcalf),
capper alloy objects () Lawson with M Henig, R Jackson, 1) Mackreth, IR Scott and G Webster),
fead, ron, worked bone (J Lawson), stone (C Woodfield), plass (1 Allen), and animal and homan
fione (A Locker),

INTRODUCTION consisted of a documentary study together with

fieldwalking, survey, geophysical survey and

In December 1989 and January 1990, Bucking-  augering (Hunn and Kempster 1990). This led to a
hamshire County Museum carried oot an archaeo-  four week excavation during June and July 1991
logical evaluation of the proposed Little Brickhill  funded by English Heritage, before construction
Bypass, This work was commissioned by the De-  began, of an aren spanning three fields at the
partments of the Environment and Transport, and — northwesternmost end of the proposed bypass, ad-
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Fig, 1: The Fenny Stratford-Little Brickhill area, A, Fenny Stratford Bypass; B, Little Brickhill Bypass; 2, 1990
Watching Drief; 3 and 4, Site of 1991 excavations; Sites 17 and 18, CEU excavations 14975801

jncent to the northern side of the modem AS (Lon-
don 1o Holyhead) road (5P B9493340 - 89733313),
The Roman forerunner of the AS was Watlling
atreel. The defences of the Roman town of
Magiovinium lic approximately 500 metres north-
wesl of the excavated arca. A possible Roman fort,
inclicated by cropmarks, lies 250 metres to the west-
south-west {fig. 1),

Between the evaluation and excavation on the
Little Brickhill Bypass, during the summer of 1990, a
watching briel was undertaken during construction
of the Fenny Stratford Bypass, the norhern end of
which was to link with the Litle Brickhill Bypass,
This was conducted by stalf from the Milion
Keynes Archaeological Unit and Buckinghamshire
County Museum.

The discoveries made during this work are the
subject of this report.

PREVIOUS EXCAVATIONS AND DISCOVERIES

Investigations  were  being  undertaken  at
Magiovinium as far back as the nineteenth century.
Most of this earlier work took place to the north-
west of the site under discussion and has been
summarised by Duavid Neal, whose report includes o
full hibliography by Andrew Pike (Neal 1987). The
work by the Cemtral Excavation Unit between 1978
and 1980, under the direction of David Neal, re-
veuled buildings and occupation of an industrial
nature fronting Watling Street east of the defences
(Meal 19870 The major feature of the excavation
wits the discovery of a series of more or less regular



Fig. 2: Locations of excavations east of Magiovinium, 1977-91,

small ditched enclosures, orientaied al approxi-  and Kempster 1990), This consisted of a review of
mately 80" to Watling Street, possibly aligned existing data  including aerial  photographs,
with respect (o a conjeclured road leading o the  and also fieldwalking, augering and geophysical
supposed fort investipated in 1976 (Woodfield  survey, this last technique being emploved at the
1977). Several phases of activity were evident  western end of the bypass route, near to the
(summarised below in the concluding discus-  Roman town. Al the time of this evaluation, the
sion). Further work undertaken by Mark Collard  location of the contractor’s works compound had
on a smaller adjacent arca for Buckinghamshire  not been determined, and the field (085 7333)
County Museum in 1988 has not yet been pub-  where the compound was eventually sited was not
lished apart from an interim note (Collard [988),  evaluated,
but the results confirmed the general conelusions
reached by Neal as to the nature and extent of The evaluation indicated the presence of
aclivity. Romano-British material in the three westernmost
fields affected by the bypass, concentrated along
the side of Watling 5t to the east of the town. The
eophysical data (Fig 5) were consistent with the
PROCEDURES AND METHODOLOGY ]%n:;::n}vl:u of diichid EHEIEHUF{:H and possibly also
indusirial activity, although the northern limits of
EVALUATION. this activity were not dlitinm. It was clear that
The 1991 excavations were preceded by an  further investigation would provide evidence sup-
evaluation of the entire bypass route (Hunn  plementary to that recorded by MNeal.
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THE EXCAVATION

Three fields (numbers 4945, 7333 and 8420) on
the northern side of Watling Street hetween Fenny
Stratford and Little Brickhill were sampled, by
means of twelve trenches (Fig.2).

In field 4945, nearest the roundabout (Fig.2) that
serves the AS — Fenny Stratford bypass (Galley
Lane) junction, one trench (rench 2) 76.5m long by
2m wide was cut parallel to, and Gm north of, the AS
roadside hedgerow. Here the A5 has been diverted
from the Roman alignment of Watling Street by road
alterations undertaken in the late 1970s. A gap of
5.5m was left between the eastern end of Trench 2
and the western end of Trench 1 to allow for ma-
chine access to the spoil heap. The main open-area
trench (trench 1) measored 141.5m in length by an
average of about | lm wide, and crossed the north-
south boundary between fields 4945 and 7333, Both
trenches 1 and 2 were immediately adjacent to the
manin area of David Neal 's excavations, In field 8420
ten tral trenches (nos 3-12) 1.85m wide and varying
in lengih between 19.50m and 2.40m were cut ap-
proximately at right angles to the AS and as close as
possible to the roadside fence and hedge, in order
to attempt to locate the Roman swrfaces of Watling
Street, whose precise location was unknown,

After initial clearance within trenches | and 2,
the numerous cut features thus revealed were
planned. Semple sections were emptivd, amounting
to 25% of ditches/gullies and 50% of pits and oiher
cut features

Medieval cultivation furrows had cut through
the uppermaost parts of many features and in some
mstances had obscured or destroyed siratigraphic
relationships. ldentification of phases of activity
depended rather more than was necessarily desir-
able upon ceramic material contained within feature
fills. This problem was exacerbated further by the
generally undifferentiated nature of the fills in sev-
eral areas of the excavation.

NOTE:
I} For clarity this report uses the same site north

as Dravid Neal's report. This is orientated 57°
east of Mational Grid Morth.

2y The differemtiation implied in this report by the

terms Ditch and Gully is one of size, not of
profile or function, The term gully is used fora
lingar cut feature smaller than (0L.5m wide and
(. 2m deep.

3} Dating evidence in the structural section of the
repori makes wse of the evidence from the
artefacts — principally the pottery. The phasing
of the pottery is discossed at the start of Mrs
Woodfield's report. It should however be em-
phasised that the phases referred to are ce-
ramiec, not structural, In the structural account
we have therefore tended to give date ranges
as opposed o phase numbers,

4)  Within this text the adjectives early/late are
gencrally used to denote a period of around
rwenty vears at the end of a century, whilst the
adjectives earlier/later denote rather longer pe-
riods of about forty years. There may be a
degree of overlap between these usages.

EXCAVATION RESULTS

ENCLOSURE BOUNDARIES, (Figs. 3 and 4)

Trenches 1 and 2 revealed fragments of nine
small ditched enclosures or plots (numbers 23 o
32). Lengths of some nineteen enclosure ditches,
glots and gullies associated with these plots were
discovered, including three probable internal divi-
sions within enclosures,

For convenience and ease of description, num-
bers have been allocated to the enclosures revealed
by DS Neal's investigations as well as those de-
scribed here (see Fig.4).

TRENCH 2.
Diteh complex S047128/ 129130, (Figs. 3a amd &)

This MN-5 boundary Formed the western margin of enclo-
sure 23, (fig, 3). It was a composite feature up to 5.40m
wide and 0L62m deep. At least four phases could be
distinpuished. The material within the primary fill of the
first and westernmost ditch (5041 could be daged (o the
late fivst or early second-century, This ditch was appar-
ently re-cut in the mid (o late second-century (the recot
i5 proposed on the basis of ceramic evidence, bul was nol
identified in the fzld). A shallower ditch (128} was then
cut through the fill of the easiern edge of ditch 504, No
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Fig. 3a: Overall plan of wrenches 1 and 2 {Western portion). The numbers in circles are those of Roman
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Fig 3b: Cverall plan of Trepches | & 2 (Eastern portion). 55 5
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Fig. da: Principal features investigated during 199 1{Western portion), superimposed on plan (after Neal 1987 Fig,

3) of earlier discoveries,

finds were recovered from the fill of 128, This was in
tuen re-cut by diteh 1290130, the fills of which (421, 530)
contrined mid to late second-century potiery.

A possible fifth and final phase was indicated by the
shallow uppermaost Fill (3051 which contained pottery of
late third o fourth-century date, and extended overmuch
of the area occupied by the earlier phases of the bound-
wry. 505 also contmned structural debrs including tile,
imported perhaps as hardeore from the town centre

The successive ditches of this boundary were cut in such
i way as o cause the boundary to migrate gradually
eastwards with successive recuts. This may have been (o
ensure that ditches (or one side of them, at any rate) were
cut through consolidated matenal which would have been
less prone to crosion thin the looser fills of earlier
ditches; alternatively the presence of hedges may have

made recutting along the original line difficult. There
may also be an implication that some plots were unoccu-
picd and encroached upon by the fenants of neighbour-
ing plots.

Ditch 405/407. (Fig.3a)

Ditch 405407 separsted enclosurcs 23 and 25 and was
aligned N-8. 403, the earlier phase, was 1.33m wide and
0.50m deep. The earliest fill, 410, contained no datable
Tinals, The ditch appears to have been recut (407), and the
recut (but not the original ditch) cut the upper fill of pit
408 (on the eastern side of the ditch) which contained
late first to early second-century material. The fill (404)
of the recut ditch contained mainly mid Lo lae second-
century material, although there was one very late tile
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Fig. 4b: Principal features investigated during [991(Eastern portion).

Fragment. The ditch may have been recot o second time;
the fills of this second recut — 402 and 403 — contained
late second or early third-century material.

TRENCH 1
Grully 243, (Fig.3)

Gully 243 formed the original boundary between plits
25 and 26 and was orientated E-W, parallel with ditch
324 amgl 1.5m to its north, Tt was 0.50m wide and 0.20m
deep. The sole fill of gully 243 contained late first to mid
or possibly late second-céniury material (see potiery
repart me 6,

Gully 243 did not in fact extend all the way to Ditch 609,
although there was a posthole (345) on the alignment of
243, However this area had been partially truncated by
medieval cultivation.

Ditch 324/611. (Fig.3a)

Zitch 324 formed the boundary between enclosures 25
and 26 and probably replaced the earlier boundary, 243,
described previousty, which lay 1.5m to the north. The
profile dimensions varied, but were generally in the
order of 0.90m wide by 0.36m deep, except al the eastern

end where both dimensions were greater. Two fills were
observed where the ditch was sampled close o its junc-
tion with the north-south ditch 609, The earlier fill, 607,
contained mid to late second-century material, whilst the
later fill, 606, contained material from pottery phase 2
ilate second to early third-century). The proximity to
ditch 609 may mean however that there 18 some contami-
nation of the finds assemblage. The section cut across the
middle of ditch 324 contained third and fourth-century
materinl including o coin of Postumus and a Tollis of
Cuonstanting, but the two fills observed elsewhere could
not be differentiated here and a recut, not ctherwise
detected, may be inferred (see pottery report i 13).

Diteh 609, (Figs. 3a,7)

[riteh 609 formed the boundary between enclosures 26
and 27 and was aligned north-south. It was 2.0m wide
and (L68m deep. The primary amd middle diteh Glls
contained material dated 1o the mid to later second cen-
tury, bui the upper fills contained significant amounts of
Iate first or second-century pottery and tile intermixed
with late third or fourth-century material,

The presence of residunl enrly muterial in the lute fills
may sugest that clearance of carlier features and build-
ings was taking place whilst the ditch was open.
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Fig, 6: Section avross ditch complex 504/1287129/130,

The profile of ditch 609 (see Fiz. Th) SUZEESIS recuts, but
these were undetected during excavation. A pit, 613, cut
into the ditch bottom and containing late second or thud
century material also provided difficulties during exca-
vation.

Ditch 610. (Figs, 3a,7)

Ditch 610 formed the northern boundary of enclosure 27
and was aligned E-W, It was 0.25m deep, but its full
width could not be ascerinined as only a small part of the
feature was within the excavated area: this contained a
few sherds including ane of late fourth-century date,

130f1ar

Ditch 216. (Fig.3a)

Ditch 216 was aligned E-W, and apparently provided a
sub-division of plet 27, Its location close to the southern
baulk of trench 1 made its characterisation difficult; it is
identified as aditch on the basis of its apparent alignment
with one seen by Neal in the side of the roadside diich
beside the AS cul in 1978, The fill contained Inte st 1o
early second-century pottery and cains.

Ditch 218 & Gully 221/625. (Fig.3a)

Ditch 218 formed the division between enclosures 27
ancl 28 and was aligned N-S. Tt was 1,35m wide and
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Englogiine 31
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Fig. B: Plan of intersection of ditches 237, 239, 333 and 335; sections across (a) 237 and 239, (B} 237 and 333

(L40m deep, Mo differentiation of deposits wos observed
in o uniform 1, but the presence of much late (st (o
second-century material topether with pottery of fourth-
century date mdicates either recutting of the ditch which
could not be observed in the field, or (as suggested above
for the sumilor miziure of moterial in ditch G097 major
clearance) demoliton scourming whilst the ditch was
open. The fill of ditch 218 included 25 fragments of

limestone and ironstone ranging in sige between (.05 =
.10 = 0.03m and 0,3 30,10 = (0.20m, possibly suggest-
ing that building debris head been dumped within the
diich,

An earlier delinition of this boundary s represented by
pully 221, 1.50m to the east and parallel with ditch 218,
This wag 0.50m wide on average and 0.2(m deep, al-



Fig. %: Section across ditches 619 and 620,

Fig. 10: Section across ditches 522 and 525

though it widened out to c1.05m at the southern end,
where it cut an earlier ditch or pit (627) which was only
observed close to the baulk, However it is not possible fo
demonsirate thal ditch 218 was dug after gully 221 had
gone out of use. The fill of gully 221 contained late first
of early second-century material and was cut by the east-
wesl ditch 618620,

Gully 339 and Ditch 335. (Figs. 3b, §)

Gully 339 was the westerly extension of difch 335, and
together they appear to have formed the earliest E-W
boundary between enciosures 28 and 2%, Gully 339 was
0.20m wide by 0. 12m deep, whilst Ditch 335 was 1.10m

LLEl
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wide by 0.35m deep. The reason for the change in
dimensions and profile between the ditch and the gully is
not pndersiood. The junciion between the two features
was cut by another gully (337) which lay at right angles
o gully 339, but the ceramic material from these features
sugpested that 337 was possibly later than 3393335, the
material from 339 duting vo the late Tiest or early second
century, that from the primary Gl (334) of 335 to the
late first or mid second century, and that from the upper
fill (208) of 335 to the mid second century, whilst the
materinl in 337 was late second o mid third century in
date. However the upper Tl {208) of Dhrch 335 also
wielded two fourth-century coins.



Ditch 618/620/239; Ditch 103, (Figs 3b, § and 9)

Ditch 618620, alipned east-west, formed the later
houndary between enclosures 28 and 29, replacing 339/
335, situated some 2m 1o the south, Ditch 620 was the
earlier cut of this irregular multi-phased feature, and
contained late secomd 1o mud third-century material, The
broad date-range of the pottery in the fills of 618, the
later phase of the boundary, suggests that recutting,
although probable, was not readily discernible within the
uniform [l The earlier ceramic material dated to the
late second or mid thind century, while the later material
dated to the late third or fourth century; certamly there
was no material sufficiently early to imply that 618/620
had been cut before 339/335 had been abandoned, A
later recut, 618, of the boundary had shifted 18 position
slightly further north. The principal fill of ditch 618, and
also o large pit (6191 which it cut, contained material
{including a coin of Carausius) dating to the late thied or
fourth century, except st the eastern end of 618 {context
239) at its join with the north-south ditch 237, where the
fill (238) conwined late second o mid third-century
material; here wo recutting, perhaps localised in extent,
may be suspected even though no trace of it other than
the feature’s irregular shape was evident during excava-
tiom., The uppermost fill of ditch 618 apparently repre-
sented slumping of the sides rather than a recut and dated
Tor the most part o the late fourth century, although this
fill also included an Anglo-Saxon sceatta (rée potfery
report, noxs 71— 81 ).

The western end of ditch 618 cut a short length of ditch,
103, extending from the eastern side of diteh 218, its fill
yielded no datable finds. Another feature 198, also un-
dated, was parallel with 103 and immediately north of il
It was either an elongated pit or a short length of ditch,
and (his, too, may have been asseciated with the bouwnd-
arv between the two plots,

Ditch 237. (Figs. 3b, ¥)

Diatch 237, aligned N-5, formed the boundary between
enclosures 28 and 30, Tt extended for aboul 3 metres
southwards from the northern baulk of rench 1, at which
point it was cut by ditch 333 which tarned a right angle
al the same location.

The carlicst material in ditch 237, from fill 241, daled 1o
the late second to mid third century, whilst that from the
upper fill, 236, dated to the late third to fourth century
{xee pottery repard nos 07 — 69,

Triteh 333, (Figs. 3b,8)

Dvitch 333 formed the northern and western boundary of
enclosure 31. The earliest material in the (ill of ditch 333
dated 1o the late second to mid third centuries, but some
of this was in the uppermaost [ill indicating apparently a
similar situation to that found elsewhere (eg ditches GO

and 218) in that residual matenial appeared to have been
introduced, perhaps as 8 consequence of large-scale clear-
ance in other parts of the seilement, This same fill, 330,
also contained much material of late third o fourth-
century date, including a coin of either Gratian or
Honorius, and the possibility of recutting which had lett
o readily identifiable trace in the archaeological record
should not be discounted. The lowest [l {332) of ditch
333 comained pottery datable wo late pottery phase 1 or
carly phase 2,

Mo potiery of late fourth-century date was found in the
fill of ditch 237, suggesting that it had filled vp com-
pletely before this period, and consequently had been
abandoned whilst the boundary ditch on the north and
west sides of plot 331 was still open,

Ditch 427, (Figs. 3b, 11}

Ditch 427, aligned N-5, formed the boundary between
enclosures 31 and 32, The absence of any material
earkier than the late fourth century from the two sections
cut across this ditch suggests cither that recutting of any
earlier phase of the ditch was so thorough that no earlier
material remained in it or that this boundary was a later
subdivision of one enclosure composed of enclosures 31
and 32 together. 1f this latter suggestion was the case, the
early enclosure would be an unusually large one some
5 1m in width, but the suggestion is reinforced by the Fact
that ditch 427, near the northern side of trench 2, cut the
fill {which contained mid-second-century finds) of a
large pit, 431, which had presumably been fitled in
before 427 was first cul. (The question of the measure-
ments used in the laying out of the extra-mural areas of
Magiovinium is discussed below, p6l). {see poltery
repart nos 92 — 94,

The fills, 428 and 206, of ditch 427 incinded two coins of
Valentinian I and another unidentifiable issee of the
House of Valentinian as well as several other laier
fourth-century coins,

Dritch 525/348/522. (Figs. 3b, 10, 11)

Ditch 525/522, aligned W-5, lormed the eastern bound-
ary of enclosure 32 at the easternmost end of trench 1.
The profile suggested that there had been (at least) thres
differant cuts, although the uniform nature of the fill was
such as o mask this fact until the profile had heen
exposcd, A section excavated beside the northern trench
edge through the westernmost ditch-cut revealed two
fills — 346 & 347 — which contained material of Tater first
to early second century date (pattery report no §), as well
as 8 coim of Gallienos (AD 253-268).

The ditch section at the southem trench edpe was perma-
nently waterlopped and proved impossible 1o keep dry
lomg encogh to allow reasonable conditions for excava-
tion, Therefore the data recorded here must be treated
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518.

with some caution. The profile of ditch 525 (equivalent
to 348 ut the opposite end of the ditch) (see fig. 100 a2 this
point, and the broad date-range of the ceramic malerial
sugeest that it may have been recut, but this was nod
observed during the initial stages of excavation. Fifty
sherds were of late first to early second-century dae;
several sherds were of late second to early third-century
date; 12 sherds were of third or fourth-century date —
cach group possibly corrcsponding to a phase of
recutting, {see potfery report part 5.0 3).

Diteh 522 was a late recut slightly further east, Malerial
from the (ills, 523 and 524, of this ditch give a late third
or Tourth-century date: the Dupondius of AD 154 in
context 523 was doubtless residual.

THE INTERNAL FEATURES.

TRENCH 2
Enclosures 22 gnd 23,

Chne internal Teature was seen withim the small arca of
enclosures 22 and 23 uncovered by Trench 2 (Fig.3).

14

Part of a cut feature (506), apparently a pit at least 2.9m
wide and 1.4m deep was recorded within enclosure 22
(or strictly, the area to the north of enclosere 19, for the
ditch delining the western side of enclosure 22 was not
located during the 1991 work, although a section of it had
been recorded further south during David Neal's exca-
vitlions). Tts fill (507} conwined material assigned 1o
pottery phase 2 {late sccond to carlier third century)
which appeared 1o have been pounded into small Trag-
menis,

TRENCH |
Enclosure 25,

The only distinet festure in the small area of Trench 1
Iving north of early gully 243 consisted of an oblong pit
{350, 069 =% 0,29 % 0.05m deep, orientated at a right
ung1c to the gully. Iis fill contained charcoal and bone
including several burnt bone fragments. Other ill-de-
lined features meluded a pair of adjacent post holes
{3600 and, underlying the western bunlk, a possible
shallow pit 361.



Fnclosure 2.

South of ditch 324 there were no features other than a
narrow gully 226 possibly cut by ditch 324 and meeting

it at o shaltow angle. No finds were recovered from its
fill.

Enclosure 27,

Enclosure 27 was 33m wide and contained a possible
internal division formed by an east-west gully 355 which
possibly linked up with an “L"-shaped lesure 341
which in lurn may join up with a gully discovered by
MNeal. Meither 355 nor 341 contained any dateable mate-
tial. The subdivision, if il is such, formed by these
features would be more trapezoidal than sguare and
woull reflect an equally irregular subdivision of the
sonth-castern quadrant of the enclosure. There were
numercus pits and post holes within the enclosure which
didd ned Torm any clesr patterm, All dated to the fate first
or early second centuries with the exception of the upper
fill of pit 224 which dated to the mid to late second
century. A group of four pits (104, 106, 108 and 110)
contained maoterial dated to the late first to mid second
centurics {potfery report mes 25 — 35) and charcoal, and
one of these (1107 contained fired clay which may have
heen furnace liming. Two short gullies 228 and 634 lay a1
right-angles to the castern enclosure ditch 218, and may
have drained into the ditch. The fill of 228 dated 1o the
late first or early second century. Another short length of
grunlly (3437, parallel with 355 and 5.5m to its south, also
contained first-phase pottery.

Enclosure 28.

Enclosure 28 was 2Tm wide, OF five scatfered internal
pits two (219, 622) were undatable, the flls of 432 aml
196 contained material dated to the late first or mid
second centuries, and 198 coniained materinl dated (o
the Tourth centary.

Enclosure 249,

Enclosure 29 measured 25m in width, The only internal
feature was a nofh-south nartiow linear gully (337}
0.20m deep, the fill of which dated to the late second 1o
iridd third century. 'This gully probably extendaed as for os
boundary diteh G1R/G20 and represented 4 subdivision
of the enclosure,

Enclosure 31,

Enclosure 31 measured 32m across. The internal fea-
tures included a group of five postholes or pits (245, 247,
244, 252, 253), grouped aronnd two further pils (235,
2511, one of which (235) contained the (partial) skeleton
of a dog and poltery dated 1o the mid second century
ipottery repart, pa 585 the high proportion of Tagony
and amphorae may be significant,

The fll of another pit, 266, dited from the mid © late
second century, contained much charcoal. Sooly depos-
its externally and hard-water scale internally were de-
tected on some of the sherds Trom s Till 264, and may
indicate domestic rather than industrial use. A pully
(286G}, 4m long and 0.15m deep, extended from the
eastern side of pit 266, The fill of gully 286 yielded
material of late second-century date.

The fill of a pil, 431, protrading from the nocthern trench
edge yielded magerial with a date of mid second century.
This pit was eut by M-8 ditch 427 (see above).

The Largest feature within enclosure 31 was o sub-cireu-
lar pit (4141 3m # 2.60m by 1.40m deep. Finds from the
fills dated to between the late first and mid to late second
centuries (polfery report ros 36 — 57). It may have been
a shallow well or waler sump, pessibly associated with a
wattle-built circular building some seven or eighl metres
[o the epst in enclosure 32 (see below), on the assump-
tien that the north-south diteh 427 is a later division of
enclosures 31 pnd 32 (ie post-dating the period of use of
pit 414; see also the discussion of bounduary ditch 427
abovieh.

The range and quantity of pottery within pit 414 suggesis
that the pit was open, or partially so, for the best part of
a century, The lime-scale on some sherds may indicate
use as o latrine, although it is possible that the pit was
originally excavated in order to extract clay for daub,
Mrs Woodfield sugpesis in her report on the pottery that
the high occurrence of worn storage jor sherds may be
indicative of some form of shop sitnated nearcr (o the
plot [rontage,

Enclosure 32, (Fig.11)

Enclosure 32 was | 8m wide, This enclosure, the closest
to Watling Street of those excavated, contained the only
clear signs of what was apparently domestic occupation,

A continuous section of a curving, marrow gully (276),
5.40m long by 0.20m wide and 0.1 5m deep, could have
bseen paert of m eireular wattle or plank-built strueture, the
diameter of which would have heen aboul Fm. Its fill
contained late first w early second-ceniury material, Al
the norcthern end of the publy the cut widencd slightly and
revedled an unusually large, Mat piece of veddened,
passibly burnt, ironstone, perhaps a posi-pad. Roughly
aligned with the gully was a growp of four small features
—one pesthole (278) and three short linear golly sec-
tions. The posthole and the possible post-pad within
gully 276 noted above may indicate an entrance to the
circular building, the width of which wouald be 1.30m,
bl the alignment was not entirely convincing. The arc of
the gully enclosed three small pits, none of which con-
tained dateable mmerial,



Ten metres to the east, beside the castern enclosure
ditch, was a small figure-of-eight shaped oven S16/518
{Fig. 11} Its southem half contained what was probably
brurnt elay ining and reddensd silis, while the northermn
half contained mostly charcoal and was apparently the
stoke-pit. The fill of the oven contained material dated 1o
the late first century, and it may thus have been contem-
poriry with the supposed boilding represented by the
curvilingar gully 276,

Two other sections of narrow lincar gully, 282 and 284,
possibly indicated other buildings, the former contain-
imgr late second-century material. Just outside and 1o the
wesl of the ane of the suppesed building represented by
276 were two pits and a posthole, The fill of pit 270
contined material dated to the late first or early second
centuries, while pit 268 contained material dated (o the
later third to early fourth century, & short linear feature
(274 extending a short distance from the north haulk
produced pottery from the Hadrianie period cnwards.

A shallow “L"-shaped gully, 230, the fill of which
contained materia] dated to the fourth century, may have
been a remnant of an internal division within enclosure
32, This cut a pit (439 underlving the southern trench
edge; the [ of which contnined material with a date of
late second century. An arregular curvilinear featore
(435) adjacent w and on the east side of gully 230
yvielded material dated to the fourth century. The fill of
an oblong feature 274 extending from the northern
trench edge contined material of early to mid second-
century date.

During topsoil stripping in order (o create the bypass
warks compound, 4 human skeleton (632) was found at
an approximate depth of 0.30m within the area (o the
north of enclosure 32 (see Figd). It was buricd in an
irregularly shaped grave pit in a contracted position
Iving on its lefi-hand side, head orientated sorth-north-
east (see A, Locker's report below). It is not certain
whether the enclosure systom extended 1o the ares
around this burial. The metal detectorist who found the
skeleton reported that there were ditches either side of
the grave — whether these were enclosure ditches or
merely the remains of approximately nonh-south orien-
tated furrows of the rdge-and-furrow system is not
clear, Poltery recovered from the grave fill, 631, dated to
the: late thind or fourth century, This date @5 consistent
with Meal’s observations in his Area | cemetery further
west that the north-south inhumations were to be dated to
the late third or early fourth century, as opposed o the
late fourth-century east-west inhumations (Meal 1987,
.

AREAS INVESTIGATED TO THE EAST OF
TRENCH 1, IN FIELD 08 8420, (Figs. 2.4, 12)

Ten trial trenches were cut in this field by ma-
chine, approximately at right angles to the northern
edge of the AS road and as close as possible to it in
an atempl (o lecate the precise position of Roman
Watling Streer. All were [.85m wide and were
aligned north-south according (o the site grid.

TRENCH 3

Trench 3 was 13.20m. long, [t was cul to a greatest depth
of 1.75m, through a metre of topsoil and ridge and
furrow andfor colluvial deposits, The lowest deposit
reached was a very uniform mad grey clayey sandy sill
maottled with ginger-brown ivon staining, On the basis of
observations subsequently made in adjacent trenches it
is likely that this loyer was deposited alter the Roman
perind; it was not possthle (o excavate (urther for
Iopistical regsons.

TRENCH 4

Trench 4 was [9.50m long and was excavated to an
average depth of |40, except where @ sump was dug in
order to draw off the substantial quantitics of water
which drained into the cutting. The sequence, from top to
bottom, was as follows (see Fig.12):

308, 310, 325, 318, Topsoil and colluvium, up o Tm
thick,

204, Greyish brown sandy silt with gravel, containing
late third o early fourth century material, os well ns
éarlier, residual, material from pottery phase 1.

326, Yellowish brown siliy sund (only present at south-
em end of trench).

327. Greyish brown siliy sand with frequent small
stones (only present at southern end of trench),

I28, Yellow-brown sandy siltand ironstone, containing
mid to lae second-century material, including evi-
dence suppesting iron-working.

329, Thin layer (0.05m thick ), containing burnt clay and
charcoal, possibly derved from industrial waste.
The finds from this laver and the underlying 359
dated to pottery phase | (late first to late second
cenlury ),

359, Orange-brown clayey sandy silt with lenses of mid-
grey clavey silt and oceasional charcoal fragments,

Undisturbed silis were encountered at & depth of 1,%0m

Trenches 3 and 4 lay in a slight hollow, possibly origi-

miting as 4 sand quarry pit, within which debris had

accumilated, perhaps over a long period of time, al-
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Fig. 12: Representative sections through trenches 4, 5 and 6.

though some of the material may have been derived from
the late second-century clearance of buildings and gen-
eral levelling asserted by Neal (Neal 1987, [8).

TRENCH 5

Trench 5 was 20m in length. lis grestest depth was
2.60m. The sequence was as follows (op 1o bolton):
200, Topsoil

LEA=117, Colluvial sequence of sands and siles.

202, Similar and perhaps equivalent to 204 in trench 4,
and containing late third 1o fourth-century material,
{not shown on Fig. 12}

118 (relatdonshap with 202 unclear) Slightly clayey
sandy silt mottled with ironsteining.
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119, Packed pebble laver, 0.05m thick and 1.97m bolow
present (1991) ground surface.

120, Packed pebble layer, not as densely packed as

overlyving 119,

Apparently undisturbed pale buff compacted sand.

Lawvers 119 and [20) both ended some 1. 18m north

af the southern end of the trench and appeared (o be

cambered surfaces, possibly the remains of Watling
Street.

121,

TRENCH 6

Trench 6 was 12.50m long and 2.55m deep. The re-
corded sequence was as follows (lop (o bottom;

Topsoil,

122, Colluyvinm



123, Sandy silt with iron mottling,

124 (southermmmost 5.10m of wench). Compact pebble
layer, apparemtly cambered, and interpreted as
(probable) surface of Watling S

126 (nonhem pan of trench, replacing 124 in the
wtratigraphic sequencel. Crange silt and gravel.

125, Dark blue-grey sand and sill, becoming orange in
colour where overlain by 126,

127 (in the area underying layver 1240, Yellowish-brdwn
sandy silt and patches or lenses of blue-grey clay, [t
could not be determined whether or not this deposit
wis the result of human activity,

Contexts 123, 124 and 125 all varied in colour; these
variations appear 1o be due to lecalised differentiation in
post-depesitional oxidation) redoction regimes.

Although 124 may be interpreted a5 o possible road
surface, there was no race of any side ditch associated
with it. The depth of this surface in trenches 5 and 6 is
guite marked or approximately 2m beneath the modem
provmd surface,

TRENCHES 7-12

These trenches revealed a sequence of blue-grey clays
and silis overlain by sands, silis and gravels opether
with colluvium, There were severnl clear but unremark-
able varistions in the lithology and particle size chame-
teristics of these clays and silts.

Mo archaeological features were recorded in any of these
trenches, sugpesting that they lay beyond the limils of
settlement activity at Magiovinium. The distribution of
Romuno-British pottery {absent in trenches 6-12, but
present in significant guantities in trenches 4 and 5), also
provides a valuable clue to the approximate position of
the eastern boundary of the settlement. The absence of
any surface identifiable as that of Watling Street, par-
ticularly in Trench T may be due 1o ploughing: altema-
tively it may demonstrate that even a major thoroughfare
such as Watling Street may have been subject 1o minor
variations in its alignment,

DISCOVERIES ON THE LINE OF THE FENNY
STRATFORD SQUTHERN RYPASS.
(Figs. 2,13}

During June and July 1990 finds of material
were made by metal detectorists searching along
the route of the Fenny Stratford Southern bypass.
This material, which included a coin manufactur-
er’s hoard, a small bronze figurine of a horned ram
and several inhumations was reporied to the Milton
Keynes Archasological Unit. No provision for ar-
chacological work had been arranged for this area,

as trial work in 1986 (admittedly limited in extent)
had failed (o produce evidence for the fort which
had been thought to exist here, and in any case, the
original road (Galley Lane) was still in use. Con-
struction works were by now at an advanced stage,
but some limited salvage recording work was possi-
ble and this was carried out by staff from the
MEALU and from Buckinghamshire County Mu-
seum, Features were sketch-planned and located by
means of the contractor's chainage measurements,
with all that such methods imply in terms of accu-
racy. The area at the northern end of the bypass
nearest o the town was mainly recorded by BOCM,
whilst that further south was largely recorded by
MEALL The coin manufacturer’s hoard has been
published separately on behalf of MEAU (Zeepyat
1994); brief notices of the figurine have appeared
previously  (Frere and Tomlin 199, 258-9,;
Zeepvat 19917 and the item is also described helow

The more northerly group of features (Gullies
0115, 9140 and 9136, pits 9134 , 9143 and 9181,
and hearth 9138; see Fig. 13) was recorded either
side of an area recorded in 1980 by I Neal (Neal
1987, Figs. 7 and 8} and referred to by him as “Site
7, Area 37 the remaining features, one of which
(9018} contained the hoard {the ram figurine also
came from this area but was unsiratified), and the
inhumations were recorded in an area some 50 —
100m further to the south.

GULLIES AND PITS (Fig.13)
Gully #115. (Fig.13 no 2),

Thas gully, abgned north-south, 15 the continuation of
Meal's gully 2375 (shown as 1 on Fig, 13 which corved
closely around the west side of a eircular building and
then ran some 20m southwands, It appears 1o have func-
tigned as both driin and boundary ditch. Pottery from the
gully (fill 91423 produced the same late second to early
third-century date (our phase 23 as the assemblage re-
covered by Meal (Meal 1987, 16),

Ditch 9140, (Fig.13 no 3).

This “U -profile ditch was aligned NNW-ESE. After an
unknown proportion had been machined away by the
road construction contractors its depth was 0.15m and its
width at this level was 0.70m. It appeared to cut ditch
9136 although the relatonship was difficolt e elucidate,
and the finds from 9136 appeared to be later than thoese
from the fill (91417 of ditch #140, which included tile
dlatesd 10 the Bate first or early second century and pottery
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which was possibly of phase 3a (later third o earlier
Fosurth comtury.

Diteh 9136, (Fig. 13 no 4)

This "V -profile ditch was aligned approximitely NW-
SE. After machining it was 0.25m deep by 0.50m wide,
broadening wwards the south end o 0.95m, A 9.60m
length was revealed. Further south the ared was too
disturbed by contractors” machinery for detailed record-
ing. The assemblage of pottery From this ditch was late
second to third century (phase 2 or 3a). The fill (937 of
the southemn end of the ditch was vory fine soft silt which
suggested that it had functioned as a drain.

Pit 9134, (Fig.13 no 5)

This kidney-shaped pit 2.10m long by 0.85m wide was
aligned cast-west, The natural clayey silt into which the
feature was cut was heavily burnt a deep red colour for a
distanee of several centimetres around the sides of the
pit. The pit maiy have haed an indosirial funclion or have
heen nsed for cooking and subsequently backfilled with
refuse. Butchered bone, pottery and charcoal were re-
coversd from the Gl but ne slag or products of ehvioos
imdustrial activity. The potlery gave a broad date of e
first or early second to mid third century, The pit lay to
the wesl of Meal's circular buildings.

Hearth 9138, (Fig. 13 no 6)

This small, sub-circular hearth, (.50 by 0.40m, cut on s
northern side by a modern service trench, lay about 4m
west of Meal’s larger circular building 238372380, Pot-
tery [rom its ashy Fill (9139 dated to the late fivst to early
second centuries (phase 1).

Pit 9143, (Fig.13 no T)

A circular pit, 1.45m in diameter, was found to be 0.46m
deap, although its upper part had been machined away,
[15 eastern side was straight and sloped at an angle of
about 50 deprees, The western side was concave and
dropped steeply, while the northern edge was cut by o
gas pipe wench. Pottery Crom the pit G dated 1o the Tae
second to third century,

Pit 9181 (Fig. 13 no &)

A sub-circular cot feamre (dimensions not recorded)
was situated west of the southern end of ditch 9140,
The siley [l (9182) contained pottery assigned (o phase
3.

THE INHUMATIONS.

Wine human inhumations in varying degrees of
completencss  were located  and  recorded by
P Busby and R J Williams of MEALU, All had been
disturbed, most of them seriously, by the contrac-
tor's operations,
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Inhumation 217, (Fig. 13 no 14)

Inhumation 9017 was badly disturbed and - possibly
redeposited from another location, Only several verte-
brae and a femur were retrieved, This burial was found in
isolation at chainage 2080, some 20m north of a8 proep of
five burials (90029006} which were located between
chainages 2056 and 2060,

Inhumations Y002 and 9004, (Fig. 13 nos 15 and 16)

Two adull burials 9002 and 9004 lay side by side, heads
orientated south, the bodics in an extended position, In
hoth cases grave cuts were present, Mo coffin nails or
grave poods were present.

Inhumation 9006 (Fig. 13 no 1T)

Inhummation 9006 of o youngish child consisted only of
tibia and fibula.

Inhumation 9005, (Fig. 13 no 18)

Inhuwmation 9005 was that of an adule, It consisted only
ol u very badly crushed upper abdomen with armes badly
disturbed by the sides. The orientation had possibly been
north-south. No grave cut or finds were present, al-
though some phase I tile was recovered in associafion
with 9002,

Inhumation $H03. (Fig.12 no 19)

Inhumation Y9003 was that of an adull orentated east-
west, fully extended, with the head pointing east. The
pgrave cul wias visible but no colfin nails or grave goods
were present, Pottery recovered from the grave fill gave
a date of third 1o fourth century {phase 3a).

Inhnmation 9010, (Fig. 13 no 20}

Inhumation 9000 consisted of some very disturbed re-
mains of # skull and some limb bones. The orientation
and age were impossible to determine. This was snother
apparently isolated burial lying at about chainage 2051,

Inhnmations 9008 and 9009, (Fig. 13, nos 21 and 22

Inhumations SO0E and Q004 were positioned close to-
gether at chainage 2040, Inhumation 9008, orientated
morth-south with the head pointing south, consisted only
of the base of a skull, Part of the grove cut could be seen.
Inhumation 9009 consisted of the very disturbed re-
mains of an infant, The crientation was impossible (o
AERESE.

Inhumation 907, (Fig. 13 no 23)

Inhumation 9007 consisted of the very disturbed re-
maing of ene leg of o young child, The orentation was
not possible to assess,



OTHER FEATURES IN THE AREA OF THE
INHUMATIONS. {Fig. /3]
itch @004, (Fig 03 no 28)

Ditch 9014, up to 1m wide, was aligned NE-5W and
curved towards the north before disappearing beneath
cne 0f the combracters spoil heaps, Pic 9003 Tay on s
northern side towards the southern end, Mo relationship
was discernible between the two features. Pottery finds
dated the ditch [ill o the earlier third century (phase 2.
Interestingly, this feature was on or near the position of
the southeastern corner of the fort ditch posited by Mrs
Woodfield (Woodfield 1977); it is clearly later than any
Fort, which would necessarily be of mid first-century
date, but it is possible that the line of 9014 may in seme
wity have been influcnced by some carlior fenture,

Ditch 2015, (Fig.13 no 27)

Ditch 9015, up to 0.50m wide, ran straight and was
aligned ENE-WSW. The eastern end continued heneath
a modem spoil heap while the western end appeared o
be cut by a possible road ditch, 2016, No finds were
retricved.

Ditch 9016. (Fig.13 no 13)

Ditch 9016 ran N-5 along the western side of Galley
Lane. The Al was muoch darker ihan that of ditches 9014
and 9015 and therefore was possibly s more recent (ie
post-Roman) road ditch. No finds were retrieved, Pits
0189022 were on (he life of this ditch,

Pit 9019, (Fig.13 no 10}

Pt 9019, al chainage 2092, was a circular pit with a
digmeter of about 2m. T was nol excavated,

Pits 9018 and 9022, (Fig.13 no 9}

The coin manufactarer’s hoard at chainage 2089 was
contmned within a composile festure, Archaeological
recording of the area (ook place afler the discovery and
removal of the hoard, and the data is thus incomplete.
This description 14 based in part upon the verbal account
of the metal detectorists,

The smaller pit, 9018, was possibly square in shape, 0.40
2 0.A40m, and this may indicate that the hoard had origi-
nally been buried in a wooden box, Iron nails were
recovered from the hole dog avound the imitial find but
their association with the hoard cannot be confinmed.
The: hoard consisted of three coramic vessels of phase 3a
date containing some 1848 objects (coin flans and cop-
per alloy rods and pellets). Two iron coin dies were
[ound beneath one of the pots, The hoard bas been fully
published elswhere (Zeepvat 1994),

A hole approximately |30 0.%0m was dug around the
hoard by the metal detectorists, This excavation ap-
peared toconform to the outline of a larger pit (identified
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as 902233, and pottery, including samian, was recovened
suggesting that the hoord had either cul an alveady
existing Romano-British Teature or that the putative pit
was contemporary with the hoard. The pottery from the
pit fill dated from the late third to edrlier fourth century

(phase 3a), although some 405 of the sherds were of
phases | and 2.

QOEEMAHZ2 5 on the lime of the apparently much more
recent ditich @016, but no direct relationship was ob-
served in the field.

Pit/Ditch 9020, (Fig.13 no 11)

An irregular hole no more than 0.40m deep wis dug by
a metal detectorist at chainage 20865 through a pit or
ditch. The Gl contained charcoal, burnt clay, bone and
potiery, The later produced 8 mid second-century date.
Pit 9021, (Fig.13 no 12}

A circular pit was revealed at chainage 2081, 5 approxi-
mately 1.5m across. Finds of second-century pottery and
bone were recovered.

Pit 9011. (Fig.13 no 24)

Pit 9011, at chainage 2053, was a large irmegular pit 3.5
* 2m onentated approximately E-W, The south-castem
corner was covered by modern spoil. No finds were
recovered.

Pit 9012, (Fig.13 no 25)

Pit 9012, st chainage 2046, was a large irregular pit 5.0
» 2.5m orientated approximately N-5. Tha north-eastérn
corner was covered by modem spoil,

Pit 9013, (Fig.13 no 26)

Pit @013 Iny at chainage 20440, Its (i1l was identical with
that of ditch 9014 alihough the relationship between the
two features could not be determined. Mo finds were
retnined.

THE SOUTH-WESTERN END OF THE FENNY
STRATFORD BYPASS.

During the ad froc watching brief carried ont by
Buckinghamshire County Museum during bax-
scraping, several features were discovered at the
south-western end of the Fenny Stratford bypass,
gome 100m east of the River Ouzel between
chainage distances 460 and 560 (Fig 1, site &), Of
these, two were clearly archaealogical and con-
tained datable finds from around the period ol the
Roman congquest.

Gully 9127,

An approximately 8m length of zully, 0.50m wide was



seen running approximately M-S and was sectioned in
the battered north road-side cul at chainage 561, The
clayey silt fill contained a sherd of first-century *Belgie"”
pottery and (possibly bumt) fint pebbles.

Pit 9129.

A condeal pit 0070 = 0.70m by 0.38m deep at chainage
4615 contained much charcoal, seme potlery fragments
and burnt stones in o clayey silt fGll The pottery (five
sherds) gave a date of late first century.

SUMMARY

The resulis of the waiching brief and emergency
recording on the Fenny Stratford Bypass need to be
used with caution, given the circumstances in
which the work was underaken. With this caveat in
mind, it is suggested that the Fenny Stratford By-
pass observations may help to determine the south-
ern limit of Magiovinium, If the features at the
southwestern end of the bypass, which are clearly
too distant to be germune to this matier, are ignored,
then it appears that the southern limit of activity lies
at around 130m south of Watling 51 There was
nothing demonstrably comparable to the system of
ditched enclosures recorded further north, and
many of the features recorded, particularly those
further from Watling Street, were part of what was
clearly a cemetery, and therefore presumably be-
yond the area of formal, regular land allotments. Itis
not, however, possible 1o identify any particular
feature that marks this boundary.

THE FINDS

Finds from the main excavations and from the
Fenuy Stratford Bypass watching brief are both
presented in this section,

Finds have been classified and categorised ac-
cording to material of manufacture, based on visual
identification only of such materials. In the pub-
lished catalogue unique sets of numbers have been
used for the pottery and coins, but a continuous
number series for all other objects,

The need for cconomic use of time meant thal
only the most interesting or datesble finds, ceramic
and other, could be illustrated. The remaining finds
are summarised, A detailed catalogue of all finds is
filed with the site documentation.

THE COARSE POTTERY

by Charmian Woadfield, with Jo Lawson

The purpose of this report is to date the features
uncovered during the 1991 excavations (and as far
as possible the 1920 watching briel), and to that end
to clarify further a chronology of fabrics and forms
additional to the material from Magiovinium classi-
fied some hall decade ago (Parminter 1987). The
phasing referred o throughout is of this paper, not
that of 1987,

The report consists of Part L, a discussion of the
chronology of the fabrics, Part 11, a catalogue of
illusirated pottery, and Part 111, a phased list of
those features where no potiery has been illusiraied,
The drawings are the work of Jo Lawson and Paul
Woodfield.

PART | THE FABRICS

A simplified version of the sixty-six fabrics of
the 1987 report has been used, based on the chro-
nology of their development. The fabric numbers
{abbreviated to fab) are those of the main, appar-
ently parallel, fabrics listed by Parminter in 1987,
The abbreviations preceding the fabric name are
those used in the present catalogue,

PHASE 1:
LATE FIRST TO LATER SECOND CENTURY

l. NSH, NATIVE SHELLY FABRICS. These wares
(Fab 6, some sdditionally with grog inclusions),
often red in colour, occur here only as channel rim
Jars,

HSH, SHELLY wares of HARROLD type (Fab
18}, These probably do not arrive in the area, re-
placing the native product, until the seeond century,
(Marney 19080, 58}, They continue throughout the
Rorman period and bevond (pees conm A E Brown ).
This i= a major industry, also making tile,

NGE, NATIVE GROGOGED.  Tempered with
grog, orclay pellets, this fabric of * Belgic' { Late [ron
Age) type (bul here probably not pre-conguest for
the major part) Fab 26, with its brown, erange and
black, rather soapy surfaces, alters throughout the
first century, becoming sandier (Fab 14) and devel-
ops gradually into Romanized grey ware Some-
where aboul the beginning of the last guirter of that
century. But see 4 below -

MNDSG, NATIVE DERIVED SANDY GROGGED.
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Some grogeed fabrics continue, particularly Tor
storage jars and cooking pots. The larger coarser
vessels often have wempering additional o sand
(usually limestone and shell), These wares, of the
late first and second century, are here classificd for
simplicity under the MDSG heading.

BSGR, o distinclive BLACK SANDY GROGGED
wire, with noticeable red marging (Fab 7) can also
be seen contemporancously developing possibly
into Fal 8, bot almost certainly into the group of
CGW, Coarse Grey Wares,

CGW, COARSE GREY WARES, (Fub 44 and 33},
with crange-brown surfaces and marging, Fabs 7,
33, and 44 all resemble the products of the nearby
Caldecotte kilng — although FulmerfHedgerly was
sugeested im 1987 for Fab 33, Another somewhat
less coarse blue grey ware (Fab 3) seems related,
although o Brocklay Hill source was suggested in
1987 (bul sce discussion below under Oxidised
Wares.) As the difference between Fab 2 and Fabs
33 and 44 is sometimes indistinct, this s also in-
cluded wnder the heading CGW. While slips were
commaon with these three fabrics, often wsed deco-
ratively in zones. Fab 44 sometimes appears with
bright orange oxidised surfaces, and rarely, com-
pletely oxidised. These coarse grey wares seem o
continge into the third century, and possibly thinly
inte the fourth, which is anomalous with the sug-
gested Kiln sources, and it seems likely that some of
them come [from an unknown source,

BBI, BLACK BURNISHED WARE 1. On the
basis of comparison with sherds from the kiln, from
Poole, Dorset, this  apporently  appears  at
Magiovinium sometime after the mid-second cen-
tury. The colour is in (act sometimes grey, often
with red marging, and the wet conditions at
Magiovinium can produce o whitish effect not up-
like a slip, but its hand-made character and particu-
larly its irregular hand burnishing remain an aid to
recogmition. 10 has coarse angolar quartz temperng,
and shale is present, It continues (o appear here
apparently until, and throughout, the fourth cen-
tury, A major industry,

IBE, IMITATION BLACK BURNISHED ware, a
rnuch finer and blacker fabric than BB 1 and the logal
coarse prey wares, (perhaps Fab 39 but finer than
that described) appears in the mid second century,
poasibly earlier than Dorset BB 1, despite its name.
It is wheel made, but occasionally (confusingly)
appears to be hand burnished. [t is not impossible
that some of this material is a form of BB from a
source other than Dorset, having likewise devel-
oped trom native traditions. It also continues into
the Tourth century.

FOW, FINE GREY WARES are present in this
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phase, mainly Fab 35, and the oceasional sherd of
Fab 24, (thought in 1987 to be from the Oxford and
Werulmminm areas respectively, but see discussion
below under Oxidised Wares) but their forms make
it clear that they do not continue into Phass 2,

108 11, LNGW and UNGW, GREY WARES [rom the

12 &

LOWER MENE valley (Fab Z, fire, with a pale grey
almost white core, and from the nearer UPPER
MENE (Marney 1989, Fah 14), sandy, with a
speckly finish, are scarce.

13, CMDW and FMDW, MICA DUSTED
WARES are present in this phase, — but are residual
Iater — Fab 15 on a BROWN surprisingly COARSE
body, and fab 38 on a FINER ORANGE body.
Owing to the loss of most surface reatment —
colour coats and paint as well as mica dusting — from
the Magiovinium poitery, due in part (o soil condi-
tions, some may have avoided identification. {The
author would like o re-ufTirm the importance of not
over-washing pottery, which cavses very consider-
able difficulties in dating and processing).

OXID, OXIDMSED WARES, The distinction be-
tween cream/pink material from production siles of
the Upper Nene/MNorthampronshireOxford areas is
difficult {cf Mamey 1989, Fab 14/33), and depends
largely on the identifiable presence of rather mone
pinkerbrowner quartz in the Oxford material (both
producing pottery fabrics with grey, pink and white
guartz and black and red iron-derived inclusions),
Upper MNene material was not  identified at
Magiovinium in 1987, although it was present in
immediately  adjacent Milton Keynes  (Mamey
1989, Fab 17 and 18, and p.112), the conclusion
there being that the majority of the white and pink
wares were likely to be from Morthamptonshinz,
and that distinguishing (Marney Fabrics 18¢) be-
bween these sources 15 often impossible. Most of
these wares appear to cease being made in the third
quarter of the second century L.e. in Phase 1.

OXID is therefore used here to cover all pink sandy
wares with grey white andfor pink-brown quartz
and red and black inclusions without specifying
which souwrce, and which are nol so sandy and
granular as 1o suggest the Verulaminm area, Fab 9/
45, Despite the dating of the 1987 vessel 13 (Fab
45) to the present paper’s Phase 2, the Verulamium
codarse wares do not seem to continue to reach this
aren ul that date (Hartley, in Marnmey 1989, 131,
OXIDVER are the initials here used for vessels
believed (o come from YVerolamiom on the grounds
of their heavy quarnz tempering,

OXIDFOM, OXIDISED FINE ORANGE MICA-
CEOUS WARES, present conspicunus problems of
identification and dating, In 1987 these were repre-
sented by Fab 38, and othér fine orange wares (2.2,
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ernded Central Gaulish colour coats) of Phase 1,
together with Fabs 12-16-635, orange rouletted and
indented beaker fabrics of Phass 2, thought in 1987
to be from Oxford, but probably doubtful as only
one sherd of Oxford oxidised ware was recognised at
Milton Keynes (Mamey 1989, fab 351, A lurther
and more chronologically dangerous confusion of
the early fabrics is possible with eroded sherds of
both Fab 17, OXRCC, the OXFORD RED COL-
OUR COATED WARE, having lost their red colour
coat, and MH, MUCH HADHAM WARE, Fab 50,
when it has lost its diagnostic bumishing, these last
two falwics being of phases 3 and 4. This is a
serious ceramic problem, and can result nol only in
wrong kiln attributions but in dating that is wrong
by two centuries, There is no easy answer, but the
prablem needs to be recognised. This difficulty is
apparent in the 1987 report where the date and form
of vessel 10, given as Fab 17, and dated 1o the late
first to mid second centurics, are unatlested at Ox-
fored, In Tact this is probably an Arthor and Marsh
(1978} type 31 in mica dusted ware. The same
applies to vessel 28 said to be Much Hadham, but
this is extrernely unlikely ot the early to mid second
century date attesied, and in this form and @t this
date is likely again to be a Marsh type 31, both
presumahly from London kilns.  Because of this
confusion about the Oxford fabrics, vessel 53, ap-
parently 4 fourth-century Oxford C.68, was dated
to the second centory in the 1987 report.

WW, WHITE WARES. Similar problems of iden-
tification apply to the sources of these fabrics,
Apari froam Oxford MORTARLA, Fab 49, these also
do not continue beyond phase 1.

OXIDBEKE, OXIDISED BEAKERS accur in vari-
ous crange fabrics, probably Fab 12/16. These may
occur throughout this phase, bul in quantity one
would expect them to indicate a Phase 2 date
(Woodfield, in Brown and Woaodlield 1933, Fe.
L&),

RCCCR, ROUGH CAST COLOUR COATED
BEAKERS Fab 34, probably from Cologne. Thiese
have a fine white body, and a durk brown to blackish
colowr coal. They have been sprinkled with sand
belore the slip was applicd, They seem here to date
from late in this phase. and are rave.

DR.20 AMPHORAE. The only imporied amphora
fabric prasent wis represented by the thick pinky-
brown sherds of Dressel 20 amphoras from Spain,
Fub 23. So-called *Brockley Hill amphorae’, Fab 43,
coming from the Vemlamium area, were also
present,
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PHASE 2;

LATER SECOND TO EARLIER THIRD CENTURY
{ Fabrics appearing for the first time

Sometime towards the end of the second cen-
iry, Romanised grogeged fabrics develop turther
into the fabric known as SPG, Soft Pink Grogged.
21, 5PG, S0OFT PINK GROGGED (Mamey, 1989,
Fab 2} in 1987, apparently, but not consistently,
Fab 13, This is usually a buft pink atilitarian fabric,
underfired, with a rather unpleasant soft powdery
surface, This is 0 major new industry, also manu-
fucturing tile. 1t is, very oddly, barely represented
at Magiovinium, although copious at Walton, 1wo
miles to the north west (Waoodfield, in Wynand and
Woodfield 1977h, 367).

LNVOCC, the LOWER NENE VALLEY COLOUR
COATED fine wares, appear on the site al the
beginning of this phase, 1987 Fabric 1086, an-
other major new industry, The fabric 15 normally
white or buff, with metallic black and coppery
colour coats.
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i Fabrics no longer, or rarely, in use

These include the old hard NATIVE DERIVED SANDY
GROGGED fabrics 7 and 14, the NATIVE SHELLY
WARES, Fab 6, the FINE GREY WARES, Fuby 24, 35,
the UPPER NENE GREY WARES, the MICA
DUSTED FINE WARES, Fabs 15 and 38, the CO-
LOGNE/RHINELAND ROUGH CAST COLOUR
COATED fine ware, Fab 34, the OXIDISED TABLE
WARES, (not the rouletted amnd indented beakers, bul
including FLAGONS and Fab 45), the Dressel 200 AM-
PHORAE, Fab 23, po during, or have gone by or shortly
after the cnd of, the previous phase. During Phase 2
samian follows them.

The end of the second century sees one of the greatest
changes in Romuno-British ceramic history.,

Contining fabrics,
These are largely utilitarian.

The HARROLD SHELLY WARE, Fab 18, continues, as
does apparently the OXIDISED BEAKER FAR 12/16,
the forms now being rouletied and indented, some prob-
ably originally with a dark brown wash. The atirfibution
1o Oxford of these fabrics now seems uncertain, Plain
i, oF “dog” dishes, in the two main COARSE GREY
WARES Fab 33, and 44, are common, carrying these
fabrics on in time into the third century but the fact that
Manged bowls do not ocear in them makes il unlikely thai
they continue with any vigour into Phase 3, although a
single flanged bowl has been previously suggested,
{(Parminter 1987, no. ).

il



LOWER NENE VALLEY GREY WARES, Fab 20), may
comtinue. BLACK BURNISHED 1 continues, the forms
suggesting that the fabric was particularly common in
thiz Phase, although the material largely ocourred
residually in later phases, however. IMITATION BBI
continues throughowt this phase, & variant of Fab 3%, In
addition a single sherd of OXFORD WHITE WARE
MORTARIA, Fab 49, occurred in this phase (there was
anly ane in Phase 1), though there may well be others
occurring residually,

PHASE 3a:

LATER THIRD CENTURY TO EARLIER FOURTH
i
23,

Fabrics appearing for the first time

OXROC, OXFORD RED COLOUR COATS, Fah
17, with their orange to brown micaceous fabrics,
and red colour-coated surfaces, do not appear con-
vincingly in this arca till the later third century
{Marney 1989, 125: Woodfield 1983, Fig. 18] and
they are net commaon 111 the next century. A major
industry,

MH, MUCH HADHAM, These bright orange bur-
nished wares, Fab 50, ave rarer, and their date of
introduction 1o this area more controversial, but it is
clear that they are not widely traded until the fourth
century (Marney 1989, 1220, Their first appear-
ance al Towcester was in the late third century, The
only recognised Hadham sherd here was unfortu-
nately unstratificd. Their appearance right at the
end of Phase 2 is not impossible on present knowl-
cdge, but unlikely. A major indusiry elsewhere,

PARCHMENT WARES were not recognised from the
199 ] excavation.
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il Fabrics no longer in uye
The OXIDISED ROULETTED AND INDENTED

BEAKERS, Fab 12-16, have disappesred, as have the
very sparse LOWER NENE GREY WARES, Fab 20.
i Continwing fabrics

HARROLD SHELLY, Fab I8, SOFT PINK
GROGOED, Fab 13, BLACK BURNISHED WARE 1,
and IMITATION BLACK BURNISHED WARE, a
variant of Fab 39, continoe, the last apparently more
strongly. The position of the COARSE GREY WARES,
Fah 33 and 34, is uncertain. Some of the dog dishes in Fab
Ad may just be of this phase, but they do appear o be in
some decline by the fourth century.,

MORTARLA FABRICS of this phase are entirely Ox-
Tord, and for the first time distinct forms are identifiable,
that is two M. 175, and an M.18 {Young 1977).
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PHASE b
FOURTH CENTURY

New fabrics

RBENVCC, the RED-BODIED NEME VALLEY
COLOUR COATED ware with black melallic coat-
ing, nsually rouletted beakers, probably starts now,
though some may occur at the end of Phase 3a. The
same 15 true of

26, OXWOCC, OXFORD WHITE COLOUR COATED FAR-
RICS, A WC 7 mortaria occurs in this phase, These ane
Oviford red bodied wares, bt with @ white colour coat.
(Young 1977,

Fahrics no longer in wse. None, apparently.

i
25,

i
il Continwing fabrics. As Phase 3a.

FHASE 4:

LATE FOURTH CENTURY

MNew fabrics

LES, LATE BLACK SHELLY, a mather soapy
fabic, with occasional large pieces of shell, thrown
as thin walled cooking pots with riangular under-
cut rims, and rather wide rilling. A E Brown in-
forms the writer that he does not believe these to be
a product of the Harrold kilns. This particular
shelly ware seems to date from the later Fourth
century, (Marney 1989, ai), and Woodfield 1983,
Fig. 18).

OXR, OXFORD REDUCED WARE. Fab. 35,
This fine grey fabric does not have o wide distribu-
tion, and its presence is surprising. However il
certainly gecurred here as a large, possibly handled,
storage vessel, these travelling more widely than
more everyday grey wares, cspecially, apparently,
in the fourth century, (¢f Mamey 1989 Fig.48 no ),

Fabrics no langer in use

There are not sufficient contexts of this phase o be
cerlain, bul the coarse grey wares certainly seem to be
fading away.

i
7.

i

il Continuing fahrics. As Phase 30,

CATALOGUE OF ILLUSTRATED VESSELS

For ease of reference the fabric abbreviations are
here listed in alphabetical order, with a reference (o
the numbered paragraph above in which they are
discussed, The simple Fabric descriptions given
above can be amplified by reference to the 1987
report. The concordance is in Part L



BRI 7 Black Bumished Ware.

RSGR 5 Black Sandy Grogped Ware,

COW ] Coarse Grey Wares.

CMDW 12 Coarse Mica Dusted Ware.

DR20 20 Dressel 20 Amphorae,

FGW Y Fine Grey Wares,

FMIDW 13 Fine Mica Dusted Ware.

H5H 2 Harrold Shelly Ware,

IR L] Imitation BBIL

LBS X Late Black Shelly Ware,

LNGW 1o Lower Mene Grey Wire.

LNVCC 22 Lower Mene Valley Colour Coated
Ware,

MH 24 Much Hadham Ware (orange),

NDSGR 4 Mative Derived Sandy Grogoed
Ware,

NOR 3 Mative Grogpged Ware.

NSH 1 Native Shelly Ware

OXID i4 Oiidised Wares.

OXIDBER 18 Oxidised Beaker Fabrics.

OXIDVER 15 Oxidised Wares {apparently from
Verulamium),

OXIDFOM 16 Cridised Fine Orange Micaceous
Wares,

OXR 28 Oxford Reduced Ware.

OXRCC 23 Oxford Red Colour Coated Wares.

OXWCC 26 Ox ford White Colour Coated
Wares,

REBNVOC 25 Red Bodied Nene Valley Colour
Coated Wares.

RCCCR 19 Rough Cast Colour Coated
Beakers,

SPG 21 Soft Pink Grogged Wares.

UNGW 11 Upper Nene Grey Wares,

W 17 White Wares,

DATING. The dating of the contexts is based on
the sherds which are illustrated, and the conformity
of the unillustrated sherds to the fabric develop-
ment setout in Part I, and the form development set
out in this catalogue.

Allowance should be made for the fact that virtu-
ally all features are here dated by their fills, not by
the levels they cut.

Features are locatable on Fig, 3, unless other-
wise stated.
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Pottery from the excavated areas

{A} Vessels from the fill of plot boundary ditches of
phase 1 (Nos 1-17, Figure 14)

Early Phase 1: Ditches 348, 335/339, 243

I NGR. Storage jar of *Belgic' form, standard zipzag
line decoration. Bright orange, grey core, Fill af
ditely 248, plot 32, context 346,

NGER. Sherd of *Belgic’ hollow cordoned beaker,
prabably made using a template, Black/dark brown,
bulf core. Fill of ditch 335, plor 28128, contexy 208,

MGH. Lamp or dish, probably originally with four
or five “horns’, black/brown/dark-red, hand made,
strong  rough  burmishing  lines. The fabric s
‘Belgic' but the form is not recorded in Grog Tem-
pered 'Belpic’ pattery of South Eastern England
{Thompson 1982), There is, however, a long tradi-
tion of horned vessals in the Low Countries (de Lagt
1958, P9 and there are peneral parallels to the im
form in Late lron Age and early Roman pottery in
iive Low Countries, for exampie at Wijser, (van Ls
1967, Fig. 122, no. 2, and Fig.150, ne, 853E) and
the: possibility of the presence of auxiliary Batavian
cohorts, known from Tacitus's Histories to have
been attached o Legio XTY (Frere 1967, p. 61, note
1}, cannol be ignored. (The writer is indebted to
Valery Righy for the van Es refercnce, and for
commenting that the appearance of this vessel from
an auxiliary’s pack seems the most likely explana-
tion for its occurrence.) Context 2005,

MDSGHR. Carinated bowl, dark brown-grey. Bur-
nished on rimfmeck/cordon. Fil of palfy 339 (nere-
rowed continmation of ditch 335 abave). Contexs
38

BSGR. Pie dish, traces of damaged lattice. Conrext
208,

CGW, Channel-rim cooking pot. No slip. Gully
243, ploe 26, context 242,

CGW. High necked jar with beaded rim, Traces of
a white over a dark prey slip. Brown surfaces.
Context 208,

COW. Jar with short everted rim. Primary fill ditch
G4, plot 26, (Fig, 7). Conrear 605,

CGW. Probably originally white slipped, but liitle

remains. This may have been a lid to vessel 10 ora
plotter, Context 208,

CGW. Channel rim jar, White slip over int and ext
rim and shoulder. Brown surfaces. Comtexr 208,

COW. Jar with high angled neck with bead and
cordon, (Jurs with high necks and cordons ane very
common in this phase. Their fragmentary survival
means that few are illustrated here.) White slip
survives on the int and ext. rim and shoulder. Con-
fext 208.

L]
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Fig. 14: Coarse potery, nos 1-35 (1:4).



12, FGW, sofl, Blue grey slip. Poppy head beaker of
the multiple lurge dot (e not in pancls) varicty,

Cortext 208

Late Phase 1, Early Phase 27

13, FMDW? simple platter with curving wall, neatly
burmished internally, fine buft, grey-cored mica-
ceous fabric, probably origmally mica dusted? -
ameter uncertain,  Perhaps Marsh tvpe 6, (Anhur
and Marsh 1978, Fig, 6.10). Deeh 644, plot 26,
lower fill context 6017,

This ditch produced sherds of Antonine samian, some
possibly late Antonine, and lies therefore at the border
of the two phises.

Probahly earlier rather than later in Phase 1

It is assumed that the shord gally 228 (01 227), plot 277
28, relares to the plot boundary system from its position.

MGHE. Cordomed bowl.
hornighed Conterr 227

BSGRNOGW,. Transitional fabric,
Coneext 227.

CMDW, Probably intended as a Dr. 37 copy, and
presumably stamped, as vessel 105, (very [ule
rernaingd of the bowl wall of this vessel.) Stmped
D, 37 copies in mica dusted ware are unusual, but
occurred at Baldock, Herts, (Stead and Righy 19486,
Fig. 104.} 1 am further grateful to Valery Righy for
this reference. Context 227,

CGW. Jar with short everted rim and comb siuh-
hing, further decorated by white slip on the rim and

shoulder, The vessel has been wsed for cooking:
Cantext 227

Black, hand made, rim

Channel rim,

(B) Gullies of phase 1 (Nos 18-21, Figure 14),

Phase | gollies 6237220 fill of 221, plot 28, (possibly a
stight boundary ditch} and 342, Fill of 343, plot 27,2 V-
shaped drainage gully, have no pot worth illustemting.
Their form and decoration are included in the summary
given after the entry for vessel 24, however.

Context 215, fill of ditch 216, Plat 27, {The material s
probably a little earlier than that from pit 509 below),

1%, BSBR, Channel rim jar, Comext 245

19, NSDGR/CGW. An intermediste fabric. Platter
with sharply incurved rim and [ootring,  Orange/
huff. Strongly rilled. (CF21 below. Context 215,

. CGW. Jar with short sharply everted rim, Ceontext
215.

21, CGW. Platter in fully developed grey ware, but

simpler form than 19, Confexr 275,

{C) Phase 1, Pits (Nos. 22 — 35, Figure 14; 36 — 49,
Figure 15)

Pit 509 Contexts 510, upper fill, and 511, intermediae
fill, of Pit 504, Plot 27, Hadrnanic Samian is present,

22. NDSGR. Lid. Blackfbrown. Context 51(1

23, NSH. Devolved channel-rim cooking pot.  Buff,
but burnt, Consexr 510,

24, CMDW. Sherd, presumalbly from a beaker as illus-

trated, Marsh type 20, (Arthor and Marsh 1978,
Fig, 6.9}, Reddish buff, very sandy. The boss
appears to have been made by pushing the vessel
wall against anopen wbe, Very faint traces of mica
dusting, Centext 511,

Unillustrated but diagnostic vessel forms from the pits
and gullies noted above include particulary high-necked
beaded rim cordoned jars, and also channel-rim jars and
stornge jurs similar o those illustroted.  They also
include body sherds of a single greyware rouletied
beaker, o type that occurs throughout the second cen-
wiry. Tie normal range ol decoration for pottery from
these features is shown on Fig, 14, but groups of parallel
incised lines between cordons on the shoulders of jars,
and zig-zag decoration on lids, should be added to those.
The “tin-can' base, (that is a base that whien viewed Trom
below hes o very small vestigial rim-like foot) is com-
mon.

Pit Cluster 104/106/108/110 Plot 27. (105, fill of 104;
107, fillof 106; 109, fill of LOE; 111 and 112, fills of 1 10).
These all appear 10 be of the same period and 1o have
been filled about the middle of the second century, al-
though some pot is present from earlier in Phase 1.
Hadrianic-Antonine Samiun was recovered from 103,
inplying a slightly later date for that 611 than the previ-
DU its,

25. NSH. Channel-rimmed cooking pot. Rilled, Bufff

black. Cermtext 105

BSGR. Jar, with shorl evered rim, Congexr 07,
NDSGR/ACGW. A transitional fabric. Chanmel-rim
cooking pot, orange/dark grey, Context 107,
MNDSGR. Jar with shore sharply everted rim and
cordon, a partteularly commaon form with this group
of pits, Buff, grog very visible, Conrexr 105,
CGW. Jar with devolved channel rim, cordon, and
traces of decoration {undrawable) below, Context
105,

FGW.  Soflt, originally with black slip? Eleganm
srovall osw | with bead and Mange (nof o be confused
with the later Alanged bowls, as vessel 910, A sherd
of this vessel came from context 105, Probably mid
second century. Contexd SO

FOW.

26,
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1. Hard. An unusual hammer headed small



bowl., Dark prey. Somewhal similar vessels are
dated to the mid second century at Yerulamium,
{Wilson, in Frere 1972, Fig. 119). Context 109,

32, CGW. Bead-vim beaker, or perhops small jar, Con-
text 107

33, CGW. Large high necked jar, The standard neck
cordon of (for example) no 11 has now almost
disappeared,  Slight traces of white slip. Context
105,

4, CGW. Sherd from jar shoulder, unosual stabbed
decoration, derived from ‘Belgic™ prototypes. Un-
likely to be later than earlier second century . Con-
text 105,

15 OXIDVER. Rim of so-called Brockley Hill am-
phora. See report by D Williams, below p4l. Mid
second century. Contexs 103,

Other vessels: Lids are still represented in this pit, and
the usual jar forms, together with poppy head beakers, in
fine and coarse wares, An orange beaker with a pedestal
fown i5 @ new 1ype, as are copy BB dishes, (rim form
unknown).

Pit 414, Trench 1. Contexts 416 and 419, fill of pit 414,
Plot 31, (Section, Fig. 11.) This pit is alse of some
interest as the development of the pottery can be ob-
served from the late first century through into the second
half of the second. Italso means that whatever the initial
use of this large feature, (perhaps us a clay pil o provide
daub for the round houses?) it was apparently never
totally cleaned out for nearly a century. The amount of
lime scale on both sides of some shends raised the ques-
tion whether it might not have been a lafrine.  The
exceptional amount of wsc shown by wear on the storage
jars, and their rathet high oceurrence, sugpests perlaps o
shop on the rontage of plot 31.

Flavian samugn 15 present i the lower Gll (419 of this

pit.

36, WNDSGR, Wheel-made cordoned bowl, with chev-
rom decoration. Dark brownforangs, burnishing on
rim and cordons, Confext 449

37 NDSGR. Hand-made lid, form confirmed by the
hand burmishing on the exterior, the interior being
roughly wiped, Dark brown/black, Conrext 419,

38, NDSGR. Another very similar lid, diameter uncer-
tain, again rough inside, hand bumished over rimand
fop. Black, Five notches have been chipped on the
inside  through 1o the reddish marging  post
coctivam, possibly a tally rather than an illiterate
owner's mark, Conrect £19.

A9, NDSGER, Channel-rim cooking pot, presumuhly
desipned o take 8 lid as no. 37, Black. Contexr 419,

), NDSGRE. Muolti cordoned jar, black ext., red brown

inl. Context 413,

41, NDSGR. Storage jar, diameter about 360mm. Or-
ange. The int. of the rim and shoulder is damaged,
presumably from long scooping out of contents.
Seed9, S0and 51 below. Contexr 419,

42, CGW, Curious roughly made sooted cooking pol,
hint of channel only. The sub-reclangular rim is also
od, nel the ext, surface shows grass impressions,
Context 419,

43, CGW. Another roughly made, sonted, channel-rim
pot Confevt 419,

44, CGW. Jar with short sharply evened rim, bur-
nished, Confext 4.9,

45, FMDW. Dish, strong int rilling, and patches of
mica dusting. The fabric is apparently a pale pinky
bufT, with a grey core, but hag been bomt. Cartexr
419,

Intermediate fill (416): The Samian indicates a date of ¢
|0k b 1300,

46, BSGR, Cordoned rim of namow-mouthed vessel,
Context 416,

47, COW. Grey ware indented beaker, black ext. ship.
Ad this date this is presumably copying mica dusted
indented beakers, (not apparently recorded at
Magiovinium in 1987, but known nt nearby
Caldecotte (Marney 1989, Fig. 10, 21) and also
recovergd in 1990 from the Galley Lane site. ) Con-
textdl Gid 1Y,

48, FGW. Hard, with many black inclusions. Reeded
rim bow] — garly o mid second-century Dype, most
commaon in the mid second. Conrext 476,

49, MDSEG. Storage jar, diameter 200mm. This heavier
form [oreshadows that of the ubiguitous Soft Pink
GCrrogrgeedd storage jar (Pamminter 1987, Fig37, no
151} Much damaged by use inside the rim and
neck. Context £16.

Addditional umllustrated Forms Tor contexis 416 and 419
ineluded four storage jars, and the vsual high-necked
cordoned and channel-rim jars.

(I3} Late phase 1: vessels From pits and bayers (Nos 50
—60l, Figure 15).

With the top deposit (here possibly a small recut?) 413
(the upper [l of pit 4147, and contexis 234 (fill of pi
235 in Plot 31), 2647265 (fills of pit 266 in Plot 31), and
404 (the upper fill of pit 408 in Plot 25), all described
helow, a change occurs in the pottery, 415 and 264265
contained Antonine Samian, confirming the impression
gained from the coarse wares of @ date Trom somewher:
in the middle of the second century to somewhere to-
wards the end of the third quarter. There are now clear
changes in the pattern of vessel forms, the most notice-
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able being the increase of vessels imitating Samaan (nos,
57, 59 and 63) together with o general increase in deco-
rated fine wares, for example no. 62 This variely s
presumably the result of prosperity,

The popularity of the triangular-rim dishes, (nos, 55, 36,
60 and 64), is noticcable, olen in 4 fabric normmally
thought of as imitating Black Burnished Ware 1 from
Poole, This “imitation BBE1' fabric now shows an in-
credse, (the occasional sherd had appeared in the earlier
Pit Cluster), Howewver there is a problem in that the
triangular-rim dish is i fact a Black Bumished 2 form,
fabric and form being well known particularly in south-
cast England and on the Morthern frontier, but that fabric
itself s nol convincingly atlested in this area.  The
Imitation Black Burnished ware may, therefone, be o
development independent of both those sources,

Context 415, (upper fill of pit 414).

50, NDSGR. Bright orangefred. This, the more famil-
iar storage jar vim form, may sdll continue, al-
though this vessel is likely to be of some age. The
prea of the neck and upper inl. shouolder is again
damaged, presumably by the ladling out of the
contents. Confext 415,

MNDSGE. Buff orange. Large grogged jar, with
cortfon at neck, There is damage again around (he
internal neck, Contexr 415,

BSGHE. The sharply everted short rim and absenoe
of neck makes it likely that this actual jar rim is
residual, However there are four other fragmentary
jar rims, and a lid, of this fabric in this context, and it
is possible that form and fabric are still being pro-
duced. Contexi 415,

H&H. Devalved reeded-rim carinated bowl, Dark
prey/bulfl Contelr 415,

COGW. Grey ware beaker. Context, 415,

IEB. Heavy triangular-rim dish with fine |attice
decoration, Wheel made. (The triangular-rim dish
is ned, of course, a novmal BRI form, though lattice
is common in that fabric, However it is also a local
tradition, and may be a local development), Form
and decoration suggest a date in the third quarter of
the second century. Contexd 415,

[BB. Similar but smaller vessel, faint traces of
Iattice. Conrext 413,

OXIDFOM, Elegant bead-rim dish with vestige of
fool ring, mitating Samian Dr, 1831 or similar?
Pale orange, very micaceous, Confexd 403,

Other forms from 415 included a poppy head beaker

with white barhotine dots. The virual absence of flag-
oms from this pil was notable.

5l

53

a4,
35

36,

5T

Fit 235 Context 234, fill of pit 235, Plot 31. (The

31

contents, which included the skeleton of a dog and a high
propoertion of (lagons, may suggest some unusual sig-
mificamee.

58, OXID, Flagon, large top ring indicating a date in
the Antenine period.  Anather flagon from the pit
resembled in form and fabric Parminter 1987, no.
347, there dated to the mid second century. Dut of
some fifteen sherds from this pit three were from
Magons and twao from Dressel 200 amphorae, a high
proportion of these wares for this site, Comterr 234,

Pit 408 Context 404, fill of pit 408, Plot 25, trench 2

59, OXIDFOM, the fabric redder and with rather more
mica than vessel 62, A finely potted cup, originally
decorated with white paint, now eroded/scrubbed
away. (Two blobs of paint survive ona non-joining
sherd of the same vessel, possibly painted over a
red slip, ) Contexr 404

af, OXIDFOM. Trangular rim dish, origing] surface
loat. Comtext S0
61, COW. Beaker, with outward curving rim, blue-

grey Tabric, Conteve 44,

A rough cast indented beaker, thin white fabric, black
colour coat, probably from Colegne, (unlikely (o occur
here before ¢, 160) was also recovered from 404,

(E) Late phase 1/ early phase 2: Pits (Nos 62 — 66,
Figure 15),

Pit 266 Context 263, lower [l of pit 266. (264 is the
upper fill, Sherds of the same vessels occur i both
deposits,) The household or enterprise on double plot
31 could afferd handsome wble vessels. [ Antonine
Samian was agnin also present,)

62, OXIDFOM., Beaker with white painted decoration,
apparently comprising a #one of wipls stripes each
with a central row of dots, and a rone with a barred
salting composed of a line with an upper row of dos,
a vertical row of dots bisecting the X. (A recon
struction rom eleven sherds), Comtery 205,

OXIDFOM.  Base of dish, perhaps imitating o
Samian Dr, 1831 orsimilar. Burmished externally,
traces of white paint internally. Confext 263,

FOW.  Another riangular-rim dish, neatly made,
chamfer at base, smooth silver-grey all overslip, (its
present streaky appearance probably the effect of
wear), Context 265,

OXID, Reeded-rim bowl, third quarter of second
century,  Probably originally cream, bumt.  Yery
sandy, 8 Yemlamium product? Contexe 263,
FISH. Some twenty sherds of a handsomely potied
buff shelly storpge jor. Wall sherds indicate cross
wiping, surprising at this date, Context 265,

63,

65,

i,



(hther vessels from this pit included a channel-rmimed
shelly pot, this form being now in decline, though some
appear to be shll being made for kitchen dse, A Lower
MNene Walley colour coated sherd, again indicating o dare
al e, 160-170, was present, and this pit s therefore
overlapping the hegmning of ceramic phase 2,

Many of the sherds have intermal lime scale amd are
sooted externilly, suggesting that the context 264 *char-
coal laver® is domestic, not industrial,

Pit 251 Mo vessels ave ilustrated from context 250, Ollof
pir 251, also plot 31, but handsome table wares were
pgain present, ws  Antonine Sumian, crange rouletied
beakers, an orange imitation Samian D, 33 copy, and a
white-ware rouleited beoaker.

i(F) Phase 2; Vessels from plot boundary ditches (Nos
0775, Figure 16)

I¥itch 237 Context 236, upper fill of ditch 237, houndary
between plots 28 and 30, [Section, Fig. 8, There were
only Ysherds i 241, the peimary G1L) Although dated 1o
Phase 3a, much of the pottery is of this phase (and Phase
1) suggesting the recut of earlier ditches, The sherd
numbers are: Phase 1, 17 sherds; Phaze 2, 11; Phase 3a,
Ik unassignable 19,

67, OXIDBKR. A triangular-rim chamfered «ish in
this fabric. Buff, This form seems to comtinue nio
Phase 2. Context 230,

BB, Triangular-rim shallow chiamfered dish,
whee! made, hand burnished,  This more rounded
tim form is likely to be late second contury. Comrexs
236,

BRI, Grooved me dish {(or incipient Nanged bowl)
with imtersecting round headed chevron decoration,
These  wvessels were  of  the  equivalemt 1w
Mugiovimium Phase 2 in the Towcester suburbs
(Woodfield in Brown ond Woodfeld 1983, Fig. 19,
16181 Probably late second or carly third cen-
tury. Confiext 230,

Further Phase 2 forims froim context 236 are:
An orange rouletted beaker (sherds), an Oxford whate
colour-coated flagon, WC | {Young 1977}, first half of

the third century, and a chamfered coarse grey-ware dog
dish with white slip {perhaps late Phiase 1),

Ditch 337 Context 356, primary fll of gully 337,
possibly subdividing plot 29, or perhaps merely a drain,
apparently cut de move.

.

i,

T0. SPG. Storage jar. The sharp form and orange
colour sugpest this phase. The appearance of this
foormm and fabric takes s ontof Phase L Cenrexr 336

The low percentage of Soft Pink Grogged ware on this
site (2% on vessel count, Parminter 1987 Fig, 49,10} is

fad
{0

remarkable. There were no other Torms (rom 336,

Ditch 620 Context 615, (il of plot 28/29 boundary ditch
6241, (Section, Fig. 9.) Though basically dated to Phase
Sa, the pot sugpests thet o ditich of Phoase 2 has been
recut.  The proportions of material are — Phase 1, 5
sherds:  Phuse 2, 42 sherds.  Phase 32, 95 sherds:
Unassignable 1%; Toral 161,

71, BBIL. Pl rimodishf/lid with intersecting ares. One
of twir. The cusserale-combination of this type of
vossel and vessel 69 seoms o make thee production
of the many lids of earhizr tyvpe unnecessary. Hand
mule and burnished, Dae as 70, {cf Woodfield, in
Brown and Woodlield 1983, Fig. 1% no, 12} Con-

texiaifs,

CGW. Neat small jor, perhaps for ointments, Con-
texi /5.

CGW. Beaker with large indents. form supgests
late second orearly third-century type as {red ware)
beakers in the Towcester suburbs, (Woodflield, in
Brown and Wood ield 1983, Fig. 200, 33). White
slip used in decorative zones.  Handsome, but
sopted from cooking. Confexf 65,

T2

T

T4, COW. Jar or beaker again with white slip on rim
and shoulder, The unslipped 2one shows consider-
able quantitics of burmt ol grass, presumably an
error {but f vessel 423, The rim Form 1s fate second
century at Verolamivm, (Wilson, in Frere 1972,
Fig. 117 no, 624}, Context 645,

LMYCC, Major part of small comice-rim beaker,
orange-red colour cont, The marks of the themb and
three fingers can be seen round the base, where it
wis held for dipping into the slip, as also the mark
of the stewdying fiest finger on the body, Centess
6135,

Other Phase 2 forms from 615 included a trangular rim
dish (now few in number], and twa Imitation BB incipi-
ent flanged bowls as vessel 69,

TS,

(63} Phase 3a: Vessels from £ill of plot boundaries
(Mos To-83, Figure 16).

Diteh 333 (Mo illustration). 330 and 331, upper and
lovwer fills of plot 31 boundery diteh 3335, prodoced o
roulented beaker and an indented beaker of late thind or
carly Tourth-century type in LNVOCC, and in OXRCCW
the bage of o CL16 jar, and o C.45 and C.55 bowl, all these
from the late third cenfury on, The section suggests a
recut of the Phase 2 ditch (Fig.8.)

Further pottery from plot houndary ditches of this phase,
possibly cut de nove, recul, or filled, is discussed in Pan
T, {including material suggesting a further Phase 4
recul or il Teom context 330 above).

Ditch 620 Phase 3a pottery in conlext 615, [l of plot 28
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houndary ditch 620, (The phase 2 material from this
ditch appears above, nos. 71-75.) The profile of the
ditch base on the section (Fig. 99 sugeests a recul of the
phase 2 ditch,

76, LNVUCC? Indented beaker, of the clongated type
unlikely 1o be earlier than the mid third century.
Very overfired, base cracked, grey blue fubric and
int. surface, khaki ext. Condext 613

IBB. Imitation BB1 bowl, with intersecting srcs.
Wheel made but distipctive wide hand burnishing.
Comtextal 5, ’

CWG, Dish with splayed sides and elongated head.
Traces of white slip. “The type is dated to the late
third or fourth century at Veralamiom (Wilson, in
Frere 1984 Fig, 105, no, 2535), This vessel and ne.
B3 carry these white slipped coarse grey wares 1o
the late third, or perhaps the fourth century. Can-
fext 015,

OXFORD WHITE WARE. M.17 modtariuin,
{(Young 1977} latc third contury, Conidead 015,
OXRCC. Fourteen sherds of a C.97 mortarium.
One sherd has broken scross an L-shaped rivetting
slot, Worn, Unusually much of the red colour coat
survives. (Sherds of same vessel from 614, ditch
18y Context 6 5,

HSH. Bow!l of what is known lecally as the “Scotty

dog” form, bufl, Late thivdfourth century, Contex
5.

Other vessels from 615 of this phase included a single
Soft Pink Grogged standard wide mouthed jar (as
Parminter 1987, fiz. 36, no, 116), some eight shelly
storage and other jars (notoriously difficolt w date bot
apparently of this phase), and a considerable quantity of
Lower Mene Valley colour-coated vessels, including an
indenied scale beaker of late third-century form, three
indented beakers additional 1w vessel 76, a rouletted
beaker and a red-bodied Nene Valley indented beaker of
early fourth-century date - the Lower Nene Valley being
clearly an important source for fne wares, (but oddly not
at all for mortara), st this date.

Ditch 237 Phase 3a material from 236, upper fill of plot
28 boundary ditch 237, (Fig. 8.) (The Phase 2 material
has been listed above, nos. 67-69.) This plof, ot least,
seems likely to have been reoccupied in this phase.

B2, LNVCC. Part of an indented beaker. The owner
has chipped out five dots through the biack colour
coat to expose the white body, perhaps 1o make a
gambling piece, or perhaps as an illiterate owner’s
mark, Late third century? Conterr 236,

HSH. Buff storage jar, cable decoration. YFourth
century. Contexr 236,

(H) Phase 3a: Yessels from pits and layers (Nos 84 -

i 18

TH.

74,

B,

g1,

83,

34

91, Figure 16).

Pit 268 Context 267, fill of pit 268, Plot 32, {This scems
o be one of only two pits recorded for either phases 3 or
4.)

B4, LNVOC, Mijor part of plain-rim beaker, Dark
brown/feopper colour coat. The pot had been clum-
sily removed from the kiln with wire or cord, and
the base bodged vp undemeath with three blobs of
clay to enable it to stand. Comfexs 267,

CGW. The form of this jar is reminiscent of BB
types, and presumably a lattice occurred below the
line on the bady, The area that would be burnished
ina BB 1 vessel is here slipped dark grey, Late third
century. Comntext 267,

Ciiher sherds indicated the continuation of coarse grey
ware jars and dishes with both white and dark grey slips.

Layer 202 Trench 5, Fig. 12

H5.

E6. IBB. Shallow plain rim dish. untidy arcs. Presum-
ubly lnte third century, Conrexr 2002,

87, LNVOC, Indented scale beaker, Orange/brown.
Mid to fate third century, Conext 202,

8. OXFORD. White ware M.17 mortarium (Young
1977, Late third century, Comfexy 202,

8%, OXFORD., White ware M. I8 mortarivm (Young

1977y Late third century. Comtexe 202,

Other forms present in layer 202 included a Lower Nene
Valley colour coated scroll beaker, mid to late third
century, and a rouletted indented beaker, probably of the
spme date, (There was at least one Oxford red colour-
coated vessel present, bul its form s unknown,)

Layer 204 Possible industrial Iayer, Trench 4, Fig. 12,

90, IBB. Flanged bowl. Late third or early fourth

century. Comtext 2004,

OXRCC. A C8 jur, (Young 1977). The colour
coat has virtually disappeared, (but is depicted for
consisiency for this fabric.) Conrexs 204,

Other forms rom layer 204 of this phase included a BB 1
dog dizh, & large shelly jar, and 8 standard Soft Pink
Grogged jar rim, Le. not the usual preponderance of
shelly wares over Sofl Pink Grogged. Fine wares in-
cluded a flange from an Oxlord C.51 bowl {Young 1977}
and some sherds of MNene Valley beakers, A coarse grey
ware jar, with a cut-and-fold rim and a pale grey colour
coat seems 1o confinm the existence of this fabric at this
dare.

{I) Phase 3b,

For Phase 3b see part 11l There was no convincing
evidence for the cutting or recutting of plot boundaries,
but perhaps some may have continued 1o be filled.

21.



(J) Phase 4: Vessels from plot boondary ditches (Nos
92 - 946, Figure 16).

{Late fourth century, with coins of the House of
Walentinian),

Ditch 427, Plot boundary ditch cut de nove, (It appears
that the three eastern plots were occupied in the late
fourth century ). Context 428, prinnary fill of plots 31/32
boundary diich 427,

2, OXR coarse hard light grey, much sparkly quarzs
and mica. Some dozen sherds of probably a large
one-handled jug (no direct evidence forhandle) with
cable decorition rmound the lower rim anid the neck.
A sherd of this vessel came from the top of Phase 1

pit 414.) Malcolm Lyne writes:-

“This ix not an Alice Halt LA LG, but the Oxford-
shire equivalent, 10is a variant of Young 1977 type
B9, & large one or no-handled jug, and 15 of fourth-
century date. Oxfordshire grey wares do not have a
particularly wide distribution and 1 suspect tha
your sherd represents peripheral trading on the edge
of the main distribution zone.” A handsome vessel.
Context 428,

LBS. Black shelly cooking pot of neat, thin walled,
hooked rim, rather wide rilling type. These dite
from the late fourth century in the Towecester sub-
wrbs (Woodfield, in Brown and Woodheld 1983,
Fig, 18 where it was noted that they also occurred
at Shakenoak, Oxfordshire, ap cit, 79). A non local
large industry scems likely., Contexs 425,

LNWVCC. Heavy dog dish, roughly made, of typical
tate Tourth-century type. These are no longer fine
witres, and it was used for cooking, Contexr 428,

Other forma included another Mene Valkey late dish and
u jar base, and an Ox ford C.75 necked bowl, (Taini traces
of rouletted bands), post o 370 al  Towcester,
(Woodfield, op cir, Fig. 18 Also an Oxford C.51
fManged bowl, common in late fourth-century deposits.
In addition another late black shelly pot as 93, and s
Harrold jar with hooked rim of fate fourth-century type.
There are less than halla dozen residual vessels, and this
ditch was probably cut at the end of the third quarter of
the fourth century,

Ditches 218, 618: Ditches with late fourth century fills,

Diteh 218 Context 217, fill of plot 27/28 boundary ditch
218, 1t is podsible that this is 8 Phase | recut ditch, bl
it contains some 11% of fourth-century poitery. Some
may be from Phase 3a, but the vessel below is likely to be
late in the fourth century,

93,

95, HSH. Damaged rim of bow], angle and diameter
difficult to determine, bul it could well have been
very much larger than the illustrotion,  Buff, Stahb

35

decoration above rim.  Perhaps from a shop or
tavernT Conlext 217,
Sherds of Oxford vessels, including a C.16 or C I8
(Young 1977, both of which are being made in the lae

fowrth century, and particularly a late black shelly jar,
confirm a date in this phase.

Ditch 618 Context 6 14, upper [, over Phase 3a primary
ill 616, of plot 28/29 boundary ditch 618, (Section, Fig,
2.

96, OXRCC, Necked bowl of type C.78, remains of
stamped decoration and colour coat just visihle.
Fost 370 in the Towcester suburbs, Context 614,

Unstratified and residual pottery

(A) Residual pottery suggesting a phase 1 difch (Nos
97-100, Figure 17)

Diitch 525, Context 526, fill of diich 335, Pl 32
houndary,

The dates of the contents are — Phase 1, 43 sherds; Phase
2, 2 sherds; Phase 3b, & sherds, unassignable 25 sherds,
total 76 sherds, The drwwn section sugpests recuts,

97, MSGR. Everted rim, shoulder decoration. Brown/

black. Early Phase 1. Confexi 526,

98, WNSH. Bwverted rfim. Cross combing on body.
Brown ext, red int. Early Phase 1. Conrexr 524,
99, HSH. The form, buff colour. and neat potting

suggest a late Phase 1 date, (of Mamey 1989, Fig.
26 no. 35.). Contexr 526,

1060, OXT0D. Pink sandy. Trisngubar-rim dish. Later
Phase 1. Context 526,

{B) Unstratified and residual vessels of interest (Mos
100 — 113, Figure 17},

{For Trenches 4 and 5 see Fig. 125,

101. BSGR. Unusual bowl, copying a Dr. 37, with
burnished ovolo, Canfext 2000 Ungiratified.

102, NSGR. Dark grey, The combination of Gallo-
Belgic denved form with this decoration was not
recorded in 1987, Residual in Tremch 5, layer 202,

103, NSGE. Mid grey, Comb-stabbed lattice was not
recorded in VIR, nsiratified in Trench <, 205,

Mica dusted wares of phase 1 from Trench 4,

104, Fine buff, grey core, micaceous, mica dusted,
Flange of u deep bowl (probably about 1 10mm
deep) of Marsh type 37 (Arthur and Marsh 1974,
Fig. 6, 17) of Rhincland ancestry, Uncommon, and
aormally Fouid in London, where it was donbtless
made, Dted (o 60=75 A, at S5t Albans (Wilson
1952, Fig. 106, no. 2160.)Residial in French 4, laver
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204,

CMOW, Red brown, moderately sandy, prey core.
(Fabric seems sandier and less micaceous than 104,)
Mica dusted. Shoulder of bowl with stamped deco-
ration, form presamably as no. 16, Residial in
Trenchd, fayer 359,

It &5 not clear why there should be these exotica in
Trench 4, They may have come from some imporind
town contre building together with the tile hard core that
had been deposited in this trench. Dumping from the
town wis sispected at this bme in 1987 (op cif p. 28).

105,

Medieval lead glazed ware from Trench 4,

106, Light pink sandy fabric, sprinkied with tine dark
red sand and large red inelusions (Smm). Footed
base, Thin transparent to light orange-yellow glaze
survives in the crack of the base foot, with large
splashes under the base. Such glazes are known in
the Roman period, but the fabric is puzzling. Fol-
lowing completion of this report, the sherd was
identified by staff of the Muoseum of London as
being o later medieval product of the Brill kilns.
There does nol appear to be any other intrusive
material in this context. We are grateful o the
Museum of London, particularly Robin Symonds,
for is identification.) Inrrusive (n Context 204,

Miscellaneous Residual Vessels.

107, LNVCC, Fragment of beaker depicting a religious
scene?  Graham Webster writes "The scraps of
decotateon do ot mutch anything T have seen. This
possible that the main fragment is part of an odd
version of the caduceus of Mercury who does fea-
ture in scenes on this class of vessel. Unforunately
as it stands it remains a tantalizing enigma,” For
vessels of this class see Webster 1989, 20
wnsiratijivd

LMVCC, Fragment of hunt cup, Black colour coat,

Hunt cups were not apparently recorded in 1987,
Resichuad in Trench 5, dayer 2002,
MORTARIA No. 109 completes the  illustratable
moriaria, all of them from Oxford. Two body sherds of
Yerulamimm mortaria oceurred on site, however, (1 am
grateful to Kay Hartley for a confirmation of the source
of these last sherds.)

108,

109, Burnt sandy montarium fragment, which has lost its
trituration grit. This is nota Verulamium Form, and
is probably, with its wide thin Dange, a third-cen-
mry Oxford MO (Young 1977) Plot 3132, Ke-
sichuer! foe A28, fill of bowndery diteh 427,

CGW, with shell. Bow! base, races of dark grey
slip. Meat spiral inside, Owverlapping circle on the
outside with posr coctran X, The base has been
neatly elipped into a dise. There is no sign of fire,

b0

3

and i may have been used fora game rathes than as
a po lidd, FRewiclued 428,

BB 1. Dish, with remains of handle. This seems too
highly placed fora normal “Fesh dish’, and remains a
puzzle, Presumably fourth century., 2000005,
SPG. Sherd from large jar. The wavy line appears
o have been moulded rather than, as normally,
incised, perhaps o give a base for painted decors-
tion? 1 50 it is likelv (0 be Phase 4, Unosaal, 2i0¢
LS.

. MHAKIDFOM. Faimt traces of vertical burnish-
my ddentify this as o Much Hadham Qagon, 2000178,

Pottery from the Fenny Stratford Bypass!
Galley Lane,

The illustrated pottery is to be found on Figure
17, nos 114 to 128,

111,

112,

{A) Pre phase 1 (No 114, Figure 17).
Site A. (Fig 1)

South western end of Fenny Stratford by-pass. There are
no detailed plans, but the finds are important as showing
an apparent pre-Conguest site in this position,

Ditch 9127, Em. long gully, contexy 9127, fill 9128,

114, NGR, Cordoned jar of ‘Belgic' form.
eroded. Contexr 9128,

In addition contexts 9104, and 9130 pit fills, and other
contexts 9111, 9133 and 9172 representing adjacent pol
scatters and briefly observed linear and other features,
provwluced fired clay, possibly bumit daub from destroyed
buildings, or perhaps material from some oven or indus-
irial process, and pottery of pre-Roman Conguest, or
perhaps actual Boman Conguest date,  This site pro-
duced no Romanized pottery,

Sites B and E (Fig. 133

Water

Recording was done under diffionlt conditions and rep-
resents only an incomplete record of what existed on the
site. (In addition earlier features may have existed on
1980 site B, where again hurried conditions prevailed. )
I most cases il is not possible (o say from what point in
the fill of a feature the pottery came,

(1) Earlier phase 1 (nof illustrated)
Site B

Hearth 9138 (Fig.13 no 6). Six sandy grogeed sherds
and a high necked shelly jar rim suggest 8 dae carlier in
the second century for Phase 1'activity on this plot. Filf
139,

(C) Phase 2 (Nos 115 = 117, Figure 17)

Probably middle of the second century.



920 Site E, (presumably Site B roundhouses back
plat?) Pit (or possibly boundary diteh) 9020 (Fig. 13 no
11, some 9m back from the Watling Street of Phaze |,

115, CGW. Major pan of large wide mouthed jar. No
trace of slip. S0,

116, NSH, Seven sherds, “un con’ base. Blackfull,
Erdeled, D020,

117.HSH. Rim of storage jar, buff, eroded, 9020,

Some two dozen other sherds were not at varanoe with
this date.

D) Late phase 1/ early phase 2 (Nos 118 - 119, Figure
17)

Pit @021, Site E (Fig.13 no 12). Some 5m further south
thas Pit 9020 above, This occupation activity al a
considerable distance back from Watling Street suggesis &
very deep, perhaps multiple, plot here,

118, BBI copy, Triangular rim dish, 902,

119, HSH. High seched, Dead i ga, Boll,  Waie

ergded. 2021
Some two dozen other sherds (eighteen from an 70xford

white-ware flagon) were not at variance with this date,
{One intrusive late sherd.)

(E) Late phase 1 (No 120, Figure 17).

Site E. Apparently from a layer into which the hoard
022 deseribed below had been inserted,

120, OXIDFOM, Straight-sided carinated bowl, white
painted interlocking circles and dots. Mo traces of
redd slip under the paint. 9022

(F) Phase 2 (Nos 121 - 122, Figure 17).

Site B Contzxt 9142, fill of plot boundary GULLY 9115

(Fig.13 no 2).

121, H5H. MNarmow necked jar, slight im bead.  Buff,
Late second ceniury, 9742

122, UNGW,. A ministure beaker? Speckled prey. Mid
to late second century, 2742,

Some halfl dozen other sherds are not af vanance with
this phase.

{{z) Late phase 2 (Nos 123 - 125, Figure 17).

Site B, Pit 9134 (Fig.13 no 5), fill 9135,

123, FOW. Pink-prey sandwich body, pale grey slip.
The form looks early (o mid) thind century, @035,

124, OXIDBRE. Orange core, grey huff serface bur-
nished in streaks, 9135,

Some twodozen sherds, including a Soft Pink Grogged
standard jar rim. were not gt variance with this date.

Site H, ditch 9014 (Fig 13 no 28k Curved ditch, some

38

[30m back from Watling Street. It may owe its form to
the pre-existence of the apparent fonl comer ditches
indicated in this area by aeal photogrephy, (Woodfield
1977a, fig. 2,386, and Gowing, 1971, PL. VIIL 47).

125, FGW. A rounded triangular rim suggests late phase
2, Bufffgrey, 904,

(H) Phase 3a (Nos 126 — 128),

Pit 9022 SITE E, (Fig.13 no 9), ¢oin manufactiorer’s
hoard pit.

As planned this seems to be alipned with the possibie
road ditch, 016 (Fig. 13, no 13), which is likely to be a
modern feature, but there is some uncerininty as fo its
precise position. [t is recorded as having been in o dark
soil feature of some depth, ‘not undisturbed sub seil’,
possibly an underlying Roman ditch or ditches. This
coin manufaoiurer’s hoard of blanks and dies and s
containing vessels have been published ¢lsewhere
(Leepvar 1994), Vessel 126 is recorded as having lain in
an area of disturbance some 1.3m long, and positioned
within g quarter or half a metre of g possible bos thought
to have heen the hoard comtainer by the metal
detectorists.

126, IBB. The base pattern and careful finish indicate a
‘casserole”’ lid, The wild decoration 15 unlikely
before the late third century, 9022

The other matcrial loosely associated from the *arca of

disturbance' runs from the late first century, comprising

soane hull dozen sherds of both phases | and 2, and some
fiflecn of phase 3a, Two sherds ook mtresive from later
periods. Phase 3a occupation seems well attested.

Layer(?) by Pit 9021 SITE E (Fig.13 m 12). Frim

uncertain, but apparently late LAYER in site, by Pit
a0z,

127. BB lid, {or dish, for these vessels double as both)
hand bumished, water damaged. Presumahbly this
phase, and paralleled by vessel 86, bt the form has
quite & long life, 502 16,

128. BB flanged bowl. The size and number of sherds
indicate a vessel fm situ, Late third o early fourth
century, confirming Phase 3a occupation. 902705,

(1) Phase 3 (nof illustrated).
Possibie Phase 3a ditches on new alignment.

Diteh 9140, 9141, fill of ditch 9140, Site B (Fig.13 no 3),
produced & BR1 dog dish with traces of a (atened arc,
amd tile of an early type but including pilae. This may
well date from Phase 3n, when much heating-system tile
was dumped in the suburbs, burt the evidence is very thin,
It was thought 1o have cut feature 9136,

Diteh 9136 9137, fill of ditch 9136, Site B (Fig. 13 no 4).
The pattery could be either late in Phase 2, or early in



Phuse 3, The curious alignment miy suggest the luller,
for these ditches make Little sense as part of the Phase 2
plot layoot.

Pit 9144, 9143, fill of Pit 9144, Site B (Fig.13 no 7).
appears likely to be of this phase,

e 9181, 2182, fill of pit Y181, site B (Fig.13 no &),
adjacent o ditch 9140, appears also 10 be of Phase 3a,

iJ) The cemetery.

Accemetery lay some | 10 to 135m back from the Watling
Street, donble the distance of the Arsa | cemetery lying
just N'W of that road. (not illustrated),

Phase 27

Crrave (il 9002 (Fig.13 no 15). orientated northfsouth,
contained chips of tile in first and second-century Tab-
rics, but no pottery,

Phase 3a

Girave il 9003 (Fig_ 13 no 19), orientated eastfwest, was
dated by sherd of a T.52 Nene Valley beaker (Howe ef af
| 98O} to this phasc,

(Mher pottery.

The small quantity of mortaria recovered in 199 was all
Oxford white wares, and included three further M17s,

A sherd of an indented mica dusted beaker, (the type of
vessel from which the Fig 15, no 47, vessel was copied)
was recovered unstratified.

PART 3:

DATING OF FEATURES WITHOUT
ILLUSTRATEDR POTTERY (Trenches -4 anly).

Features which do not have vessels illustrated in
Part 5.1.2, are dated to phases on grounds of the
fabric and form model set up in parts 1 and 11 of this
report.  Vessels of particular relevance are here
noted in addition. Entries in brackets are conlexls
where an early date is assumed on grounds of the
site logic and the presence of high quantities of
residual pottery. These are boundary ditches with
muliiple recuts noi always noted during excavation.

(A} Phase 1 (Late first century b lnter second centuiy),

Plot Boundaries: Additional plet boundaries appar-
citly, feom their ceramic contents, origimally cut, and
being filled, in earlier Phase |:

Ditch 348, 347, lower fill of diich 348, Plot 32,
sherd only, could be earlier second century.

One

19

Diteh S04, 418, primary [l of boundary ditch 504, Plol
22423, (Section Fig. 6). 417, higher fill of 504, overly-
ing 418, dates from the mid to later second centry, and
might run inte Phase 2.

Diteh 609, 603, intermediate fill of ditch 609, Plot 26/
27, (Section Fig. 7}, contained ten sherds apparently of
Phase 1, ond | of Phose 3a pechaps intrusive, bul this
appears otherwise o be a Phase | diich. 604 {only 2
sherds), immediately underlying 603 15 likely to date 1o
the third quarter of the second century, i.e. laie in Phase
1. {Theunderlying primary level 605 is listed as Phase 1
inm Part 1T},

Fhase 1: Other ditches and gullies

273, fill of 274, linear feature, Plod 32, (Fig. 11). The
date is Hadriznic or later.

334, fill of ditch 335, Plot 28/29 boundary.

624, fill of ditch 625, Plov 27/28. Earlier boundary, the
souithernmost part of gully 221,

Hut gullies

275, fill of hut gully 276, Plot 32, (Fig. 11). Earlier
Phase 1.

Post holes

192, fill of post hole 193, Plot 27,

269, fill of post hole/cut 270, Plot 32, (Fig. 11).

287, fill of post hole 288 {one sherd), Plot 31.

Al earlier Phase 1,

188, fill of post hole 187, Plot 27.

344, fill of post hole 345, Plot 26.

Possibly later in Phase 1.

Owven 518. 519, wop fill of oven 518, Plot 32 (Fig. 11}
Earlier Phase |,

Pits

184, [ill of pit 185, Plot 27, Trajanic Samian.
186, fill of pit 187, Plot 27.

223, lower fill of pit 224, Plm 27,

252, fill of pit 253, Plot 31,

406, top of fill of pit 408, Plot 26.

A1 2, upper Gl of pic 411, Plot 27,

426, primary fill of pit 414, Ploi 31,

All earlier Phase 1.

(433, upper fill of pit 432, and 434, pit fill below 433,
both Plot 28, Not easily dateable, but perhaps
Phase 1.

512, intermediate (i)l of pit 509, Plog 27,
513, lower fill of pit 508, Plot 27.

Both earlier Phase 1,

Upper Tills illustrated, pots 23-24.,



437, Gl of pit 438, Plot 32, (Fig. 11}
4300, lowest (il of pit 431, Plot 31,
_____ tipper Gl of pit 224, Plot 27, perhaps a litle Ler

Adl mid second century — later Phase 1,
Indusirial Levels

328, industrial layer in trial trench 4, (Fig. 12).

Hudrignic/Antonine,
29, indusirial ironworking level m trench 4, below 328,
(B) Phase 2 (Late sceond century to carlier thind cen-
ury.)
(Mher plot boundaries apparently cul de sove during
Fhase 2,
238, primary fill of boundary ditch 239, Plot 28.(Coin of
Gietd supplements pottery evidence),

241, lower Litl of boundary diteh 23, Plot 28, {Only 1wo
shierds).

A3 (hottom) 402 (op) fills of boundary ditch 407, Plal
RETAL]

425, primary {1l of boundary ditch 130, Plot 22723,

(Later second rather than early third century).

6k, upper il of northwest-southeast boundary ditch
611, Piot 25,26, Nine sherds, later second century.

{Seventzenth or eighteenth-cenlury slip ware sherd also
present, )

(There wene no exten forms from these contexts o add 1o
those already illustrated for Phase 2.)

Constructional features

281, fill of wall trench 282, Plot 32. (Fig. 11).

Earlier Phase 2, or even late Phase 1.

(Fough cast Cologne beaker sherds suggest after ¢, 160
#h the earliest.)

Gullies

243, [lill of gully 286, Plow 31. (Fig. 11).

Later second cenlury rather than early therd (orange

rowletied heaker prosent, )

Pits

300, fill of pit 201, Plot 23,

SO7, [l of pit 506, Nomh of Plot 19 The condition of the
pottery from this contexi wis exceptional for it had

upparently been deliberately pounded into small
fragments,

327, il of pit 529, in base of ditch 525, Plot 32, eastern
side. (Figs, 10, 11)

The relationship between the pit and the ditch (initially

Phase 1, bt later vecut) conild nof be resolved during the

40

course of excavation,

612, [ill of pit 613, in basce of ditch 609, Plot 2627, Late
Antonine Samian confivms the coarse pollery evi-
dence,

(1 Phuase 3a

century)

(Later third century to earkier fourth

Boundary dilches possible defined de nove in this
phase,

332, the bottom [l of boundary ditch 333, Plot 3003

{There was some pottery of either late Phase | or
early Phase 2, and 1t i possible that this ditch recut
an carlier one, but the quantities of potlery are
siall.)

616, intermediate fill of bowindary ditgh 618, Plo 28,
Cut or recul now,

Lipper fills of boundary difches defined in this, or
previous or laier phases

207330, upper [l of ditch 333, (Fig 8)
602, shallow top laver of diteh 609, Plor 26. (Fig. 7.

The presence of very small guantibies of Nene valley and
O ford red colour-coated sherds sugpests activity (fill-
ing} in this phase.

(614, shallow il of ditch 618, Plor 283, (Fig. 9.

Some hall dozen sherds of one Mene Valley rouletted
beaker {(and o coin of Carausing of 287 to 293) sugges
activity in this phaso (the scotion sogpests a recut),
though 614 has additionally slight Phase 4 elements; see
Part 1 sod viessel D60

Diteh 522, 523, upper (i, and 524, lower Gl of shallow
ditch 522, Plot 32, {Fig. 11,

Grave 630, 631, fill of grave 630, containing inhuma-
tion 632, lrom aren north of enclosure 32,

(D) Phase 3b (of general fourth-century date)

Mo pottery has been illustrated From this blanket fourth
century ‘Phase’. The following festures were recorded.

als, fill of plot bowndary diveh 610, Plot 27,
344, fill of plor bowndary ditcly 324, Plor 26,
Other ditches,

F97, 1ill of ditch, or possible pic, 19E. Plor 28,

Gully 230 229, and 436, fill of shallow linear feature
230, Plon 32, (Fig. 11).

Layer 505, 505, overlying and partly filling boundaries.
Plot 22023, (Fig. 6, 1t is highly probable that this context



represents more than one deposition,

Pit 619 617, il of pit 619, in ditch 618, Plot 28(29.
(E) Phase 4

Plot boundary ditch 333, 3300331 top Gills of boundary
ditch 333, Plot 51, (Fig. #). 330 has no pottery in it
necessarily later than Phase 3a, bt 331 (the level below)
produced rim sherds from late black shelly vessels,
which are likely 1o be lote fourth century, The boltom
fill, 332, contains pottery of late Phase 1, or carly Phase
2, presumably the residues of context 241).

Features which are shown on fgurces bt from which
no potiery is recorded:

FIg. 3

103, 128, 129, 130, 181, 183, 191,

209, 226, 243, 245, 247,200, 252, 294, 396,
339, 341, 350, 355, 360, 361,

403.

622, 627, 633, 634,

FIG. 6

420, 530,

FIt;. 7

fili,

FIG. 11
263 and 352

FI1G. 12

113 to 127 inclugive,

308, 310, 325, 326, 327,

FIG. 13

SITEE

10, 13, 14, 16, 17, 18, 20 to 27 inclusive.

REPORT ON TWO FLAGON RIMS FROM
MAGIOVINIUM

by D F . Williams, [HBMC Ceramic Perrology Project]
Department of Archacolagy, University of Southampron

1. Part of a rim, quite possibly from a large two-
handle flagon, in a hard, very sandy fabric, with
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Frequent quartz grains protruding through the
surfaces, creamy-white in colour throughout
(Munsell 10YR 8/12). The somewhat rounded
rim is splayed outwards, with a thin cordon
undermneath, and s slightly scalloped on the
inner edge. Another example of this form was
recovered from the 19781980 excavations at
Magiovinium, though unforiunately undated
{Meal, 1987, Fig. 3&, no. 158). Similar exam-
ples of the type from Verulamium are dated 1o
AD, 145-155 (Wilson, 1984, Fig. 82, no.
19567 and A.D, 145170 (Wilson, Fig. 123, no.
818, Possibly also Fig, 111, no, 411, dated
AD110=120, For a revision of the dating For
Type BLE, see, 184, 273). Contexe 217

This type of vessel, or something closely allied
to it, seems to have been made at kiln 1l in
Werulam Hills Field, St. Albans, which may
have been in production during the period c.
A.D, 130-165 (Anthony, 1968, Fig. X1, no,
17). Thin sectioning and study under the petro-
logical microscope of the Maglovinium sherd
showed a sparse groundmass of sili-sized
quartz, with larger (average size 0.20-50mm
more frequent quartz grains scattered through-
out a fairly clean clay matrix. Also present are
a few flecks of mica, some quartzite and iron
oxide. This fabric appears to compare closely
with thin sections of kiln products from the
Verulamium region previously studied by
Mackenna (1977}, and on this evidence it may
be reasonable to assume that the Magiovinium
vessel probably originated from this area.

Part of a rim, again quite possibly from a large
two-handled flagon, in a similar fabric to No. 1,
In this case, the nim s somewhat thinner and
more pointed than for the previous sherd,
though it also is splayed out and is somewhat
scalloped on the inner edge,  Verulamium
again seems to provide a reasonable parallel,
dated A.D, 145-150 (Wilson, 1984, Fig, 82,
no, 1960%, In view of the similarities of fabric
with no, | above, an origin in the Verulamium
region would appear a distinet possibility,
Context 105



THE SAMIAN
by 5. Dannell

SAMIAN FROM THE EXCAVATIONS
(A} The decorated samian (Fip 18, 130 — 141)

(Abbreviations: F = form; CG = Central Gaulish:
S0 = Southern Gaulish; O = Oswald 1937}

There is no samian present before about AB 75,
Ii is interesting that there is proportionately more
from Les Martres de Veyre, cAD 100-120, which
suggests that the site got under way in the Trajanic
pericdd.  The Eastern Gaulish sherd suggests that
importation ook place at least until the end of the
second century,

Phase 1
Contaxt

1L Fas, s ovola 15 sinmlar o one ona (37 from
London (ML 425005, which may be that of L COS
VIRILIS, of K12, Taf. XX11.3. The ligure isa Diana
ind hind; the small dog is a redoced version of O
20054, AD T545, 5G, (1.30)

F37, Victory, D 478, c AD. 115-1357 CG. (131)

F37. This trident-tipped ovolo is onoa F37 stamped
in the mould by SVLPICIVS (Carlisle, Annatwell
S, 1982, werh pers, Miss B.M.Dickinson), His
siyle is middle-Flavian, It also appears on a bowl
stamped in the mould by SABINVS iv, (British
Museum), of the sime date. o AD 7590, SG_(132)
Ovale, Rogers B28. Antonine. CG.(133)

415 F37. A decorated sherd from this context joins the
contest 111 137 wvessel. The ovole was used on
bowls stamped in the mould by PATRICVS, al
trough the tongue is not normally so squashed up.
Clearly, the paingon matrice was used 1o make up
different roulettes, which accounts For the differ-
ence in spacing. The dog, 0.200is known from a £29
with his internal stamp, The other figures are Diana
and hare, H PL18.5; 5 putto, 0,436, and 4 Victory,
H.104. The basal wreath is similar to Knorr 1919,
Texilild 2.5 (IVCVNDWVS, SECVNDVE &
VITALISY The PATRICIVS associated with [37
worked  apparently  with  moulds  signed by
CALVOS (CALVVSE), cf. the wrongly attributed
bowl from Fishbowne, Dannell 1971, Fig. 130,
which has a twin from the same mould at La
Graufesenque, with signatre, and the stamp of
PATRICIVS on the handles, Tthas a similar Diang,
The ovelo on thal vessel is one associated with
bowls in the style of CALVVE, The grass tfi
appears widely In the work in this combination

208
264
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style. The division of the corent bow! into st
panels may indicate a slightly later date. ¢ AD T0-
a0, S0 (135)

B3T. This bifid wreath is nearest to that used by the
early Central Gaulish group {of. OGP i, Pls 62/64),
c. AD 110-130. CG. (136)

Phase 4;

contexe

217 F37. Style of DRVSYS T, of CGP Pl 13,168,
Trajanic, M de V. (137)

330 FIT, The ovolo is Rogers B144, on a piece with
micaceous fabric and smooth, thin, stange-brown
slip. ¢ AD. 145-165. CG. (134)

428 Ovolo, Rogers B32. Hadrianic-Antonine, CG,
(138)

(B) Plain samiamn.
Phase 1:
covilext
111 F18, FLAVIAN. 8G. Rivetied.
F37. ¢ ADBO-100. 50G. Rivetted.
F18/31. Had-Ant. Rivetted. CG.
F33, Had-Ant. CG. Stamped CAPELLAN]
F33Y Late 1st cent? 5,
F35/6, Flavian. SG
F35/36. Flavian. SG.
F37. Had-Ant, CG
FA5/6. Flavian? 507 Riverted.
F18. Trajanic. M de W,
F35/6. Trajanic. M de ¥V, Riveled.
FA7. Antonine, CG,
F33, Had-Ant, CG.
F33. Hadrianic. CG.
Serap. Second century. CG.
Chip. Second century, G,
F35/6, Flavian. 8G.
F18. Flavian, 503,
F18. First century . §G,
FI831, Had-Ani, CG,
F33. Antonine, O,
F35/6, Trajanic. Martres de Veyre,
F387. Antonine. CG,
F4r?. Antonine. CG,
P43, Antonine (lated, CG,
Fi%. Flavian. 5G,
F27. Trajanic. M de V. Rivened,

103

a7
184
234
264

265
128
142
146
406
415

419
510



Fig. 18: Decoraied Samian (1:2),
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F1831. Hadname, CG
FI&A1R,
F35/6. Trajanmc. M de V.
526 FI18 (2). Flavian. 5G.
F3i7, Flavian, 8G.
623 FL5/17. Flavian? 5.
Phase 2:
context
248 Chip Second century, CG.
F37, Second century? CG,
250 F33 Antomine CG.
236 Flake, Trajanic. M de ¥,
403 Chip. Trajanic. M de V.
440 Chip. Flavian. 5.
604 Corle 11, Traganic? M de V7
Gy Fib, Antonine, CG,
Howl. Anfommne?! O,
a7 F317 Late Antonine. CG.
Chip. Second century, CG
Phase 3:
contexl
612 F43 Late Antonine, CG,
Phase 3a:
context
202 F31. Antonine, CG,
Ludowici Tg. Later Antonine. EG.
24 F45. Late Antonine. CG.
207 F27. Flavian. 5G.
Chip. Second century. CG.
332 Chip. Trajanic. M de V.
602 Chip. Second century? CGY
F33. Late Antonive, CG.
615 Chip, Trajanic. M de ¥,
Fhase 3h:
contexl
505 F3E? Antonine. CG.
617 Chip, Secnd century. CG,
Phase 4:
context
217 Chip, Second century? CGT
330 F317 Antonine. CG,
Flake. First century. 5GY
331 Form 35/67 Flavian? SG.

Chip. Sccond century, CG. Blackware.

428 Form 79 or Te. A flat base, stamped PAALLE Paullos
v of Lezowx, This stamp 15 from  a recot die, the
ariginal of which gave PRALLL The extrancous
strokes showing in both versions of the stamp were
presumahly cansed by cleaning of, or damage to, the
i, Stamps from the earlier version occur in the
late Antonine samian from Pudding Pan Rock, so
the recut die is unlikely tohave been in use befone ¢
ADLITO, at the earliest. « ADLTOMS0- 200, 3G,
i139)

Chips. Antonine, CG,
Gl4 Form 37. Antonine, CG.

Form 35/6. Trajanic. M de V.
Phase uncertain:
135 Bowl. Antonine. CG. (noe other pot)
144 Form 37, Antoning. CGLino ofher pot)
152 Form 37, Hadrianic-Antonine, CG.ino other pol)
246 Form 14, First century. 50,
Unstratified:
200 Form 31R. Late Antonine, CG,

Form 37. ¢, AD. 75-95. 3G,

Form 18. Flavian. SG.

Form 33, Second century. CG,

Jar. Antonine. CG. Blackware.

Form 18/31. Hadriane, CG.

Form 31, Antonine. CG,
205 Curle 11, Trojame, M de ¥,

SAMIAN POTTERY FROM FENNY
STRATFORD BYPASS

(A} Decorated
Context

100 Form 37, The ovolo is Rogers B 109, ascribed 1o
BVTRIO,CATVSSA, GRANIO & Potter P-15.The
remaining decoration appears to be a striped bud of
soame sort ¢ AD. 125-145. CG. (140)

173 Form 37, Toeo little for ascription; the decorative
style comes [rom £.29, and the basal wreath is thae
shown by Knorr (K19, Texthild 5ifor bowls
stamped intemnally by IVCVRNDUS, SECVNDVSE
& VITALIS at this period. « AD 70—, 5G. (no
other pot) (141)

(1) Plain
106y Curle 15, Antonineg, CG,
Unstratified. Form 33. Antonine. CC.

101 Form 18R Trajanic. Martres de Veyre. (no other
poi}



102 Chip. Antonine. CG. (no other pot)
9022 Form 37 Antonine CG.

(residual finds from drea around hoard) Form 31
Antonine, CG.

901 Form 31 Antonine CG.
(Unstrac). Form 18731 Antonine CG. Form 33
Antonine CG,

9021 Form 33 Antonine CG. Phase 1/27

THE THLE
by C. Woodfield

The small quantity of tile recovered in the course
of the excavations (some 10{) pieces omiiting post-
Roman material and smaller fragments} is still suffi-
cient to alter the accepted view of the poor quality
of building in walled Magiovinium, from whence
thig material, by its size and condition, must surely
have come as hard core or fill. The presence of al
the very least parts of some 25 pilae and/or sub-
[Moor or other constructional tiles, and some 4 box
flue tiles indicates the construction (or repair) of at
least one substantial heated building between the
later first and the fourth century. The survival of
cpries g and mortar was noted in a few cases.
The material is too scrappy for detailed analysis but
it is nevertheless clear that nearly T0% of the tile
was in first and second-century fabrics. Curiously,
the proportion of pilag and sub-floor tiles to roofing
tiles appears then to be in the region of 4: 1. With the
later tile fabrics the proportion was in the region of
1:2, this itself being high, although that may be due
to a bias in recovery of this material,

Much of this material came from Phase 3a (prob-
ably hard core deriving from repair work (o the
hypocaust system of @ Phase | andfor Phase 2
major building or buildings, required alter a mid
third century recession such as that attested in the
Towcester suburbs, and at Stanton Low (Brown,
Wondfield and Mynard 1983; Woodfield and
Johnzon 14989, Woodheld, 1992), There was also a
little tile from Phase 3b, and more again from Phase 4
in the later years of the Roman occupation, when it
is more likely o represent hard core from decaying
buildings. The tile occurred mostly in plot bound-
ary ditches, contexts 207, 217, 330, 331 {(where il was
found in association with building stone), 428, 504,
523, oven 516, 602, 614 and 615, raising the ques-
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tion of deliberate filling of these plot boandaries in
the late third or fourth century, although it is always
possible for hard core to slip into ditches from its
use on adjacent surfaces, It did in fact oceur as hard
core for apparently industrial working surfaces in
Phase 3a (contexts 204 and 505), and from a Phase
3a slump into a Phase | pit, 414, The small quanti-
ties of tile recovered in the [980s remain unpub-
lished but David Meal informs the writer that tiles
from heating systems were present, the small quan-
tity suggesting to him that perhaps no more than a
mansio bath suite was involved.

Tile falbwics and forms

A table of all the tle occurs in the site archive,
but the hasis for the conclusions given above are
here summarised,

Fabric distinctions between variant types of ba-
sically red sandy Fabrics were not attempted, given
the time and small quantity of material available.
They will virtually all date from the later 151 and
2nd centuries, although it is possible that the small
quantity of coarser, darker, more highly fired, often
hluish tiles date from the Severan period. There
were no Liles in cream iron-free fabrics, although
buff sandy tiles occurred in very small quaniities,
Softpink grogged and shelly tiles are known to date
{rom the third and fourth centuries (althougha little
i5 possible in the late second century.) There was
no trace of colour-washed tiles. The very small
quantity of tile (8%) recovered in the Soft pink
grogged fabric (the type that is most frequently
recovered with colour wash) is paralleled by this
fabric's shortage in the poltery assemblage.

When listing forms, it was assumed that frag-
ments of tiles of 30mm and greater thickness were
mast likely 1o be pilae or subfloor; those where the
corners survived o conflirm identification did in
fact lie between 28 and 35mm thickness, 30mm
being the norm. Fragments of over 35mm thickness
seemed very likely to come from sub-foor tiles (he
thickest tile was 41mm), but there are problems
with broken up hard-core material, and the exist-
ence of the large tiles used in wall construction is
not impossible. The recognizable tegulae seemed
normally 1o be between 15 and 20mm thick, b
could occasionally be as thick as 30mm, and con-
versely some pilac were as thin as 24mm. Tile



fragments between 20 and 29mm were therefore
labelled UC {uncertain). One cxample of sub-Tloor
tile, in the early red sandy fabric, occurred in a
Phase 3b boundary ditch fill (218) with the ubiqui-
tous Roman tileyard dog footprint. Leslie Cram
(Reading Museum}) writes:- “The dog’s hindfoot
regisiered on top of the ack of the forefoot as in
normil walking or trotting gait. The measurement
of the width of the hindloot is 35mm, which is just
below the mean of 40.1mm of dog track widihs
from the Roman town of Silchester.”

THE ROMAN COINS AND THE SCEATTA
v P Woodfield

Minety coins were recovered and submitted for
identification. These were all Roman imperial ex-
cept for two, an early Anglo Saxon sceatia, dis-
cussed in more detail below, and & Victorian
Maundy 4d of 1854, There were in addition six
coins that were totally illegible about which no
estimate of date could be made. These eight have
been excluded from the figures given. Also ex-
cluded are the iron coin dies, and the hoard of
copper alloy blanks and pellets which are published
elsewhere (Zeepvat 1994).

The coins were recovered both by conventional
archaeological method, and by flocal metal
detectorists.

Roman coins

A Tull list, arvanged in order of context, is included in the
site documentation.

Context

206 Of the stratified coins, the len coins from context
206 swrongly indicate a laler fourth century group,
with one residual Constantinian (SF 1164 — an
irregular picce) and @ very fine coin of Taciius — the
condition suggesting that it was kept as a keepsake
rather thun being » surviver in confemporary cur-
rency, This accords with the evidence of the associ-
ated context 428 which provides a lurther three
WValentine [ eoins.

-+

i

08 Alse stratified, provides two fourth-century coins
(5F 102 and 1060, which on the basis of the

pottery appear to be infrusive.
238 The solitary silver coin, a denarius of Getn Coesar
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of 199-202 was recovered (by metal detector) from
this ditch,

a ditch, the NI of which conwingd two waorn
gestertii of Mareus Aurelius (SF 10278 stock to-
gether), Such wom large aes are belioved 10 have
continued in circulation to the mid (o late third
century.

fill of ditch 324; contained three coins, of
Commodus, Postumus, and Constantine [, the last
two, unlike the sestertius, being in very good condi-
tion, the antoninianus retaining a goodly portion of
asilver wash. With such a small and maxed group a
date for the deposit must remain open, although
320330 could be sugpested.

fill of ditch 230: contained a very poor coin of the
late first to second century about which no dedue-
tion can be made,

fill of 257 contained only two coins (SF 1109 and
LIOEY, an irregular Constantinopolis issue and a
Walemtinianic coin suggestinga later fourth-century
clate,

229

256

330 contmned two coins, a follis and a late fourth-
century type unidentified, indicating another late

fourth-century deposit.

36 by contrast produced one very finely preserved
coin of Gallienus of 253-2068, bul despite the
condition af loss, the evidence of ane coin must be

taken with considerable caution,

fillof a sub-circular pit 352, produced a mid fourth-
century coin which could not be idemified more
precisely.

primary fill of diteh 522, contained a dupondius of
AD 154 in farr condition.

a ditch dated to the late Roman period on the basis
of the pottery, produced four coins: an irregular
radiste, an fmegular minim (below 10mm), and a
Constantine | standard coin of Trier of 330-341. It
also contained 4 sceatta (see balow), The location of
the finds within the section of the ditch 15 not
recorded.,

353

323

614

018 contpned an antoninianes of Caurausius in excel-
lent condition at 1oss although the coins of this reign
often do show rather less circulation wear than
ather pericdls, Heedling the danper of using one coin,
a date after 293 must be indicated.

Tearal coin loss

Adlfinds available at the ime from this particualar
area of Magiovinium, with the exception of the three
hoards of blanks (Zeepvat 1994), were brought to-
gether 1o compile an annual coin loss per 1000
histogram (Fig 19, This was then compared, frstly
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Fig. 19: Higtogram of coins recovered from investigations on Little Brickhill and Fenny Stratford bypasses showing
annual loss per thowsamd.
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with the published histogram from a previous exca-
vation on the other side of the road, also in the
southern suburbs, well beyond the walls of the
town, and secondly with suburban sites along the
Alchester Road in Towcester, the next station north
on Watling Street. It was thirdly checked against
other histograms for groups of coins recovered in
the South Norhants/North Buckinghamshire aea.
The root mean square deviation was attempted
(Reece in Frere 1984) but the numbers of coins
within the Casev/Reece periods was so low (fre-
quently no more than one) that the results, com-
pounded with other mathematical problems, would
prabably be meaningless.

Discusyion

Despite the suong presence of early first-cen-
tury pottery, this occupation is not reflected in the
vuii-tuss, For e scioal gumibsers of coins invoived
this is probably not significant as pre-Hadrianie
coins often do nol make an impact in the figures
until above 150 total recoveries. Perhaps the occu-
pants of pre-AD 120 were more careful with their
money than their pottery, but itis very possible that
the larger bronze, and silver, which would be the
main finds, had been swept up in the recent years
by metal detector users who have frequently
worked the site. This last comment is somewhat
unclermined, however, by Casey period 8, AD [61-
| &0, being that of Marcus Aurelius, which is unusu-
ally well represented compared with other suburban
sites in the area, Perhaps this indicates a change in
oecupation in the later Antonine period associated
with official interest in the laying out of the roadside
plots. A regular level of activity seems to succeed
this,

The period of the Gallic Empire, Casey 18, (Reece
X and most of X1) shows an unprecedented outhurst
of coin loss, compared with other local sites. These
finds are outnumbered by irregular radiates ascrib-
able to this period. Clearly much was occurting
here, although it is always possible that it reverted
1o no more than a rading held status,

The first three decades of the fourth century are
surprisingly poorly represented, especially the pe-
ried 317-330, which is normally a period of increas-
ing coin loss,
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The Constantinian period is, relatively speaking,
only moderately represented, as if the area had not
fully recovered since the last gquarter of the third
century. The absence of the standard types, and ol
commemorative coins, is particularly noticeable,

However, coin loss increases rapidly through
330 to the mid fourth century and significantly the
period 364-378, the Valentinianic period, sces a
quite remarkable increase in coin loss, such as
would normally be seen earlier, in the period 320-
350 A late peak in this period is characteristic of
some quite rural sites in the area, such as the
Peatnells site, Great Houghton, Northants and The
Gullet, Patterspury, possibly a villa site on Watling
Street, which also shares with both Magiovinium
sites (ie the areas which are the subject of the
present report and the areas described in David
MNeal's report) a high loss record in the period of the
Gatliie empire,

Lastly, although no cains were recovered of the
decade 378388, the loss remains high through to
the end of the century.

The histogram (Fig 19 is drawn on the same
basis as others for the area, using Casey's subdivi-
sion of periods of emission (Casey, 1974}, The x-x
axis is to a scale of yea's, indicating visually the
comparative length. There are three plots, the
heavy line indicating 49 securely identified coins
expressed as the standard formuls, omitting bmegu-
lar issues, the dotted line the same number plus the
irregular coins, amounting to a total of 64 pieces,
and thirdly, & thin continuous line where the impre-
cisely identified coins which can with some confi-
dence be ascribed to a general quarier century have
been added, bringing the total 1o 78 coins. As
stated above, totally illegible coins which cannot be
so arcribed have been omitted, It is considered that
as these irregular emissions are such a significant
pari of any British coin-loss picture they cannot be
ignored. The bar-stacks have been recompuited
each fime,

The unstratified coin figures have not been as-
sessed against other north Buckinghamshire sites
here, but the indications are thai this particular site
is significantly low in the late third and early fourth
century o 350, after which it returns to a standard
pattern of late Roman activity,



The total coin list, with full com details, 15 stored
with the site documentation,

THE SCEATTA (FIG. 24)

The sceatta was referred o I DM Meicalf of
the Ashmolean Museum, and grateful thanks are
due to kim for initial idemification of the coin, and
for discussion and help with this note. The coin is
identified as a secondary sceat of Series N bearing
the dragon obverse, penerally of BMC (BMC 1887)
Type 41, illustrated at Vol 1 P1LIV, no3, bul one
where the front and back feet have become a series
of parallel lines under the belly, as BMC (BMC
1887} PL IV Mo 7. This design, however, also dif-
fers in that the apimal does not have the wsual
straight tail lying along its back, but has & curly tal
encircling a pellet, a design normally only associ-
ated with Type #) No 172, and where the animal
has its fool cocked over its head, The reverse de-
sign, of which only a small amount of the silver
plating survives, bears a small asymmetrical cross
nearly approached by a sector ol a ring of pellets.
This appears to be the bottom corner of the dress of
a facing figure holding a long cross in cach hand,
i, that associated with BMC (BMC 1887) Tvpe
40, not 41, With this information, and the eye of
faith, one can read a single swelling of the copper
core, confirming the body of a single standing,
facing, figure.

Of particular significance, however, in this case,
i5 that the coin is silver-plated on to a copper alloy
base. [mitation within the sceatta series was rife,
particularly, it is assumed, as the supply of silver
diminished as the eighth century progressed. In the
Milton Keynes area adjoining Magiovinium to the
norih, where intensive development has taken place
over 22,000 acres since the spread of metal detect-
ing, eloven denarial picces have been recovered,
|SerB 1; SerE2; Ser12; Ser K/MN 1; SerL. 2, SerR
2; and one umdentified], Thanks are due o B,
Williams of the Milton Keynes Archaeological Unit
For providing a list of finds recorded over the devel-
opment period. OF these twelve, including the Se-
ries N coin from Magiovinium under discussion,
one [Ser 1] 15 said o be plated; one a forgery | Ser
I2): one identified as ‘debased”, and the unidentified
coin is of copper alloy: a total of five oot of twelve
appear o be unauthorised money of necessity,
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Elsewhere, the majority of reported copies are of
Series J, but Dr. Metcalf informs me that other
plated coins of Series N oare known, e.g. from the
Swindon area, and [rom Caister-by-MNorwich, both
Type 41 die-doplicates, but such copies are ex-
tremely rare. The Magiovinium coin has been in-
veatigated under X-ray Muorescence, by courtesy of
the Ancient Monuments Laboratory of English
Heritage (the help of the Apcient Monuments
Laboratory, and of Dr C Mortimer who undertook
the analysis, are gratefully acknowledged). On the
obverse, where the silver plating 15 betler pre-
served, a distinet reading for mercury was obtained,
indicative of the process of silver mercury amalgam.
There was no significant presence of other metals,
although a detailed quantitative analysis was not
undertaken,

The fact that such coins were worth the effort for
forgeries to be made and, presumably, successfully
passed, is further proof that the sceatta coinage had
become, by the second quarler of the eighth cen-
tury, a well established medium of commerce over
much of eastern and midland Britain, a conclusion
that is borne out by the concentration of finds from
Milten Keynes where there does nol appear to be
any significant explanation other than the recent
mtensity of development.

The presence of a coin from the second quarter
of the eight century in a presumably still open dirch,
indicates that even if cccupation had not actually
been re-established here by the time of King
Athelbald, and 5t Prydeswyde in Avlesbury,
Watling Street was in use for passing trade, at least
throogh Middle Anglia. Sceattas have appeared
elsewhere on or within three miles of its course, in
Bedfordshire at Dunstable [Sernies D, R2],
Totternhoe, | Type 41bf; and ai Milton Keynes at
Shenley, [four coins, series K or NLR and one
unidentified]; Kents Hill [one Series R], and ai the
deserted villages of Old Wolverton [three: Series
1L and R], and Westbury [also three: Series BE and
1.

Further to the north on Watling street, oulside
the tervitory of the Middle Angles and into Mercia,
the distribution appears to thin out, bul & Series T
coin appeared some while ago al Bastcote, near
Toweester (Rigold and Metcall 1984), The experi-
ence of Milton Keynes however must counsel cau-



TaBLE: STHRATIFIED COINS,

CONTEXT NUMBERS DETAIL AND COMMENT.
194 1 Irrepular coin of dih century.
206 Y] | x Tacitus in very good condition, 1

Constantinian, the remaining 8§ all of the
Walentinian period, after AD 350, including one
very late, 394—423, the latest from the site, The
condition of the Tacitus indicates a keepsake loss
rather than residual,

Context 428 (below ) confirms a Valentinianic

date.

208 # 4th century, one being Helena,

204 1 Base silver denarius of Geta, 199-202,

213 1 164-378,

214 1 Sestertius of Marcus Aurelius.

215 5 Twio Marcus Aurelius,

230 1 Very poor bronze of late 15t or 2nd century,
possibly of Nero.

231 1 Trregular radiate of ¢.260—c.285

232 1 d64-367

256 2 Trregular Constantinopolis and 367-375.

324 k] Comnodus, Postumus and Constantine 1, the list
two in very good loss condition,

130 2 Before 324 (1) and late 4th century.

36 1 Antoninianus of Gallienus in very fine condition,
253-268

39 3 Commodus, Postumus and Constantine 1, the last
two being in very good loss condition.

353 1 Mid 4th century.

428 3 All Valentinian, ¢. 364378, Same as context 206,

523 [ Antoninus Pius, dupondius of AD 154

Gl4 4 A mixture, comprising an irregular radiate: @ coin
of 335-341; an irregular 4th century and an Anglo-
Saxon silver sceatta.

6l I Carausius, 287-293, excellent condition.
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Lion in interpreting distribulion maps at this stage of
knowledge,

OBJECTS OF COPPER ALLOY

by J. Lanwson, with comments from R Jacksan,
Muackreeth, IR Scor and G Websier

FINDS FROM THE EXCAVATIONS

Ninety seven miscellancous copper alloy objects
were recovered, forty seven from unstratified con-
texts, the rest mostly from pits and ditches, Iems
that have not been illustrated include two fragmen-
tary and undecorated pin shafts, a medieval rowel-
spur, three pieces of copper alloy slag and eleven
unidentified objects (degails of which are filed with
the site record). The bromee fgurine of a ram,
discovered during construction of the Fenny Strat-
ford Bypass, is also described.

The tiny quantity of copper alloy slag does not
provide sufficient evidence to suggest that copper
alloy working took place within this area ol
Magiovinium at any date. The pieces must there-
fore have been redeposited from elsewhere in the
Lovwn.

(Hustrated objects of copper allay {Fig 20)

. Decorated enamelled plate. Sub-rectangular strip
af metal, tapering slightly towards one end, with
everted side flanges picreed at cenire top by a small
rivet/pin hole. Floriate design within a blue enamel
field; yellow enamel flls the scrall lerminals, Thae
metal 15 raised to form the decoration and Lo secure
the celis of enamel. The inner edge of the maetal
border is teothed to improve adhesion between
mietal and enamel (see skillel handle from Kirkby
Lathorpe in Butcher 1976, 46-47, Fig.48), 52mm x
F0mm. Late first century, SF {009, context 208,

Interpretation of this item 15 problematical, and we
are grateful to Ralph Jackson, Tan Scott and Grabam
Webster who all provided comments, although
what is written here is solely our responsibility, The
itern is apparently part of @ larger, composite object,
securad by a pinfrivet through the small perfora-
tion. As the piece is clearly decorative it may have
been a decorptive element of an item of household
furniture such a8 a couch fitting or box afachment.

Although superficially reminiscent of the lower
part of a dagger scabbard (Scoll 1985; Webster
[985), those that are bronze {which have been
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found in the Netherlands, not Britain) are of thin
metal forming a casing around o wood and leather
sheath, and do not have enamelling; furthermore
the side flanges of a sheath plate would be corved
down, and not turned up, as is the case with the
Magiovinium arlefoct,

The brooches
by D, F. Mackreth

Plate brooch. The pin had been hinged. The plate is
a lozenge with a recessed face now with traces of
what may be decayed frit. There wre no distinctive
features 1o aid dating, Such plain brooches ane not
a8 common 48 might be thought and there is no
“school” as yei to which they can be ascribed. The
hrooch is likely to be second-century in date. The
pin and most of the catch are missing, 35mm x
25mm. §F L0009, wrsivarified.

Colchester Derivative, An mxis bar through the
coils of the spring passes through the lower of twa
holes in-a plate behind the head of the bow; the
chord is held in the upper hole. The wings are plain.
The plate hehind the head is carried over the wop
and runs down the bow as a ridge. There is a nick
near the top which gives the profile of the brooch
the appesrance of having a hook like that on (he
Colchester group. Mot a member of a definite
group; there is little that can be said about this
piece. Its date range is likely to run from the later
part of the first century to AL 1500175 when all
British bow brooches derived from the Colchester
types ceased (0 be made, Surviving length 22mm.
Phase 4 context (fourth century}, §F 1069, context
i,

Miseellancous objects of copper alloy
by S Lawson (Fig 20

Fragment of linger-ring with glass or enamel set-
ting. Decorative mount survives; green glass inlay
VEry fragmentary. Surviving part of hoop has
simple decorative moulding, Estimated internal
digmeter |Smm. Parallels:  of, Crummy 1981,
fig.50, no. 1778 (post-RKoman), Phase 1 context
(mid second century). SF £123, conrext 208,

Drecorative mount, TEommorphic loop resembles
Celtic amimal design, Internal diameter 1 0mm, Un-
certain date, SF (066, unstratified.

Tweezers. Tip of one blade missing. The blades are
very  slightly flared and the ends curve inwards,
Length 43mm. Metal detector find in phase 1
context. {late firsifearly second century). 85 /153,
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Fig. 20: Objects of copper alloy, (151}
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context 354

Base of loeenge-shaped seal box, hinged Hd miss-
ing, Small circular lug st each angle — the terminal
lug is as deep as the wall and the hinge element acts
a5 o fourth lug. Two opposing notches inowall, to
receive chord, lie directly aver lateral lugs, Top of
witll is moulded to receive the lid, Base has four
perforations. 3%mm x Z0mm, Uncertain  date. SF
029, unstratified.

Three broken lengths of a plain, loosely twisted
armlet, There are traces of what is apparently gild-
ing. Estimated internal diameter 40mm; square
section, thickness 2mm, Phase | context (late first/
carly second contury ). SF f042, contexy 511,

Incomplete ring of uncertain function. Internal di-
ameter 23mm; ovoid section, thickness dmm, Phase
I context (late firstfearly second century ). SF [052,
context 264,

Small ring of uncertain function. Internal diameler
I ovoid section, thickness 2mm. Phase 4
context (late fourth century). 55 {165, contexy 206/
428

LI

METAL DETECTOR FINDS FROM THE
FENNY STRATFORD BYPASS: The Copper
Alloy Ram (Fig 21)

Although brief accounts of this item have been
published previously, the item is included here lor
the sake of completeness. We are grateful o Dr
Martin Henig, Visiting Lecturer in Roman Art at
the Institute of Archaeology, University of Oxford,
who provided comments which are incorporated in
the following account, as well as to Bab Williams
and Bob Zeepval,

The object was retrieved during construction of

the Fenny Stratford bypass from a pile of topsoil on
the cast side of the roadworks al approximately 5P
8928 3321. The finder, Mr A Stewart, passed the
item to staff of the Milton Keynes Archasology
Unit.
11, Copper alloy statuette of o ram, 32mm high. The
fleece is rendered in a highly stylised manner, by
means of small aonular and penannular rings, in
reliel, The ram bears bwo panniers on its back,
interpreted ws twio purses of Mercury, the master of
flocks and herds. There are traces of solder on the
underside of the rectangular base, suggesting thal
the piece may well be part of a larger group.

A ram with similar panniers, unprovenanced, is in

(]
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Fig. 21: Bronge ram from Fenoy Stratfond Bypass, (1:1)

the collections of the Bibliothtgque MNatiomale
(Babelon and Blanchet 1893, 484 no 1183), and
there is another from Camunmum (Kozloff 1981,
199 no 188), There are also resemblances 1o a goat
and # ram from  Tongeren, Limburg  (Faider-
Feytmans 1979, 96; nos 113 and 114, plate 60),
both without panniers. These are of aboul the same
size and stand on flat rectanguelar platforma, Finally
there is a ram from King Harry Lane, St Albans
(Wilson DR 1972, 320-30 and plate 25 b and ©)
which together with s cock and a tortoise forms part
of & complete statue-group of Mercury. The size
and style of rendition of this plece, apar Trom the
absence of panniers, are, in fact, not unlike those of
the Fenny Stratford figure. Mone is of the same
quality as the Magioviniom bronze, whose striking
putterning and slimond shaped eyves certainly sug-
pest Gaunlish or British work (see Henig 1995, 93

LY

In addition to these bronzes it is appasite o note o
broken cult statpe of Mercury in oolitic imesune
fram Uley (Henig 19493). Here too the god is accom-
panied by & ram,

The iconography of the rom indicates that the iten
was possibly # votive offering al a shrine of Mer-
cury, god of flocks, The solder on the underside
suggesis that it was probably part of o larger group,
as is the case with mast of the ilems noted above,
This bronze is a powerful symbol of the wealth of
Britain, which in part Hterally came from the backs
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Fig. 22: Objecis of lead, iron, bone and shale (1: 1) and iron (| 2),
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of sheep in the form of fleeces from which the
lmicus Aind Brifannics werg woven.

OTHER METAL DETECTOR FINDS ALOMNG
THE LITTLE BRICKHILL BY-PASS.

A total of seventy-one finds, recovered during
construction of the by-pass, were submitted by li-
censed metal detectorists. Thirty finds were num-
bered and their find locations marked on a 122,500
map of the arca (filed with the site documentation ).
Mo additional archaeological features were noted.

The following finds were submitted 1o Bucks
County Museum:

Twenty-two coing, of which at least thirteen are
Roman; three medieval {Edward I7) pennies; a sev-
enteenth-century coinfirade twoken; single sherd of
decorated samian; a possible ingot of debased sil-
ver; amall flat enamelled disc brooch of the second
century (see Crummy 981, type 252, no.dd);
gilded copper alloy mount (see Mynard 1987,
Fig.44, no. 105); a copper belt fitting; a silver/lead
alloy vessel legs a copper rowel-spur; one ampulla;
one bell centre; 39 miscellaneous or unidentified
objects of brass, copper alloy and lead. As these
finds arc all unstratified and are of minimal intrinsic
interest they are not discussed further here,

OBJECTS OF LEAD
by J, Lawson

Twenty-lwo lead objects were recorded, of
which sixteen were recovered from stratified con-
texts. Most ol the picces were unidentifiable, possi-
bly the waste products from lead-working (Fig.22
no.12). The few identifiable objects are illusiraied.

12, Sub-triangular block of waste metal with slashed
andd  trrepular surfaces. Greatest dimensions 49mm
¥ Slmm x Gmm, Uncertain date. 5F 1038, furrow
223 (unsiratified],

Weight or spindle-whorl, Flat, approximanely cir-
cular perforated dise. Diam 23.8 -27 3mm, diam of
perforation 5. 3mm, thickness S4mm. Weight 20g.
Lincertain date. SF 1077, wnsiratified,

Weizght. Small, flat, approximately circular perfo-
rated dise, Diam 142 — 15 2mm, dism of perfoca-
tion 2.3mm, thickness 3, mm, Weight g, Uncertain
date. §F 1116, contexs 256.

Rivet, Flat sub-circular head; reciangular shafi sec-

13.

15,
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tion, Diameter head 22mm, dimensions of shafl
Amm = Smm = Tmme Uncertain date. 5F 7037,
rwextratifivd,

Another item (not illustraied) consisted of a
roughly civcular dise with eccertrically positioned
perforation, The edges have been bent, making the
original shape difficult w reconstruct, but it may
well have been a weight or spindle-whorl. Diam
approx Ahmm, diam of perforation T-8mm, thick-
ness o Amm, Weight 32g, SFI03Y, contexy 229
{umstratified).

OBIECTS OF IRON
By I Lawgon

The number of identifiable iron objects is lim-
ited; of the sixty-eight heavily corroded objects,
thirty nails were identified whose shape and size
varies little. Their length falls roughly between 50—
G0mim and their square-sectioned shafts are usually
S—13mm thick. None has been illustrated. Two
pegs, two heavily eroded blades and one post-Ro-
man horseshoe were also identified. With the ex-
ception of ten objects all were excavated from
stratified contexts.

Although iron-working was recorded by 3. Neal
in a different area of the town, there is no evidence
to sugpest that such activity took place here. Mei-
ther the twenly small pieces of iron slag nor the
small number of sherds with surface accretions of
whal appeared to be iron oxide or hammerscale
were excavated from contexts of an obviously in-
dustrial nature.

Fig 22
16, Blade with slightly offset tang. 120mm x 35mm x

dmm. Phase 1 context (late first 1o mid second
century). SF /118, contexs 415,

I7. Blade Broken tip and tang 145mm % 42mm =
fmm. Phase 2 or 3a context {late second (o mid
third or late  third to carly fourth century ), §F 43,
cemtext 63,

WORKED BONE

b Lawson

Fig 22

18, A wedpe-shaped object of dense bone, sawn flat on

one side  and wrimmed o 8 wedpe on the other.
Lateral surfaces polished. Sub-rectangular in sec-



fion, Broken at thicker end. Similar objects have
been discussed by Crummy (1983, 150-152), who
sugpests the possibility that they were wedges nsed
to break up long bones in order to provide splinters.
which maght then have been wsed Tor the manufac-
tre of pins. Length 35mm, section 6mm * #mm.
Phase 3b context (fourth century; the Colchester
examples were also dated o the Tourth century,
ibid, 2-3y. SF 1081, context 197,

Pin with plain slightly tapering shaft and two trans-
verse prooves beneath a conical head. Tip broken
of [, 68mim % 4o, Phase | context (late first tomid
second century; dated (o pre o, A0, 200 & Colches-
ter, Crummy 1983, 210, 8F 1120, contexr 415,

WORKED SHALE

it J Lawsaon
Fig 22

M Fragment of chale armlar Revelled inner face.
outer surface stepped giving ridged effect, Intemnal
diameter  approx, 60-7(mm; D-shaped section,
approx. Gnum x T, Phase 3a context (late third/
fourth century), S8 L1960, context S0M,

OTHER OBJECTS OF STONE
by P Wondfield

{A) Milting stenes (not illustrated)

(Comeexi 200, wnsivatified):  piece of a munner stone
Slmm thick with distinet downiurned margin. Dia
F25-600mm. Fores! of Dean type gritty samndstone,

Context 428; fragment. Dia nol ascertained, 58mm thick
with  upper surface worn smooth., underside
pitched, but with aslot 35mm = S0mm, seme 15mm
decp cot into what appears (o be the perimeter. This
cannot, from its position, be the purchase for a mill
rymd, and it seems probably it is part of a simple
device for locking the bedstone into position.

(B8] Masanry

(Centexr 3310) Piece of preensand building stone, -
mensions: 250 x 145 x TOmm. A 55 chamfer
eatends Tor almost half the length and full thick-
ness, The *top’ appears to be lightly pecked, though
uneven, The edge not chamfered has a very coarse
lime putty morter which spreads some 40mm up the
under side; There are many ways in which such g
picce of masonry could be wsed. In view of the
extent of the mortar it is unlikely that it was an
abtuse angle quoin, and possible that i was wied Tor
instance as a bedded stone-on-edge coping for a dry
stone wall,

3

(rLASK
by 0. Allen

Fragments from five Roman glass vessels were

found, all of them blue-green in colour, Three are
ilustated (Fig.23), Two are from mould-blown
prismatic bottles, commonly used as conlainers
during the first two centuries AD. Their body
shapes may have been square, hexagonal, rectangu-
lar or octagonal, but the square was the commonest
and longest-lived variant,
21, Base fragment of a blue-green bottle, probably
square. Part of moulded basal design extant! per-
haps 1 circle surrounded by a square. Dimensions of
vessel indeterminable, SF TI80; Conrext 615,

Basal trade-marks oceur in a very wide variety of de-
signs. A square surronnding one or more circles is fairly
commaon, 15 al Verulamiwm (Charlesworth 1972, 200,
nod, Fig. 75 19,

22, Body fragment of a prismatic bottle of blue-green
elass, §F 1154 Context 406 (not illustrated)

There are two vessel bases, one of a globular vessel with
simple fattencd base, with a very faint pontil mark on
the central underside. The other has a tubular base-ring,
formed by muking & fold on the lower vessel wall. Again
there is o central pontil mark, Both base forms were
commonly used on-a wide variety of vessels, and are
therelore insulficiently diagnostic 1o determing form or
date,

23, Hase frapment of a globular or bulbous veszel of
blue-green glass; several bubbles within the metal,
Base slightly fattened and thickened, with Fainl
pontil marks on underside. 8F 126, Contexr 526,

24. Base fragment, and rwo separate wall fragnents, of
o vessel of blue-green glass, Pushed-in wibular
hase-ting, centre hase rises to low point with pontil
mark on underside. Diameter of base-ring 4 1mm,

SF 1181 Context 615

The fifth Tragment is an indeterminate body or base
fragment, but is worthy of note because of its extremely
poor quality, being full of large and small bubbles and
other impurities. Such low-grade vessels do ocour guite
regularly, and whilst it s tlempting o explain them as
products of local manufactere, this i3 by no means
proven.

25, Indeterminate body fragment of thin blue-green
eloss, full of bubbles and black specks. S8 1127,

Context 415, (not illustrated)



Fig. 23: Vessel glass, 21 (upper), 22 (lower) (1:1).
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A SUMMARY REFPORT ON THE ANIMAL BONE
by A, Logker

A small guantity of animal bone (1454 frag-
ments) was collected, ranging in date from the late
first to the fourth centuries. This was given a sum-
mary examination and specifically identifiable
fragments were recorded. Some measurements
were laken and any evidence of bulchery, ageing
etc. recorded.

The following specics were identificd: horse
(Equus sp. domestic), ox (Bos sp. domestic), sheep
{(Oviz sp. domestic), pig (Sus sp. domestic), dog
(Canis sp. domestic) and domestic Towl (Galius sp.
domestic).

Orwer hall the bones came {rom phase 1, but from
a large number of contexts which often contained
very little bone individoally, as is shown below:

Phiase N of bones No of comtexts
| n? 46
2 222 17
3a 193 9
3b 103 ]
3 19
4 200 4

The later phases tend to have larger groups of
bone from fewer contexts, although the quantitics
were still too small for more than peneralised re-
marks,

The largest groups of animal bones were found
in ditch and pit fills, Ox or ox-sized fragments
occurred in most contexts and were dominant
throughout the deposits, The sample was too small
for comparison between phases, but some contexts
showed particular concentrations of body paris, or
an articulating joint. In 267, a pit fill from phase 2,
the distal end of a tibia and the astragalus articu-
lated, indicating a joint, the right hock. A pair of
horn cores were found in 331, phase 3a, and from
415, phase | came a small collection of cattle waste
from the extremities of the body. This waste material



consisted of four homcores, four mandible frag-
ments and four phalanges which would not have
provided any meat. These contrast with the
chopped rib sections and remains of joints found
clsewhere, Those humerss fragments that hael
shafts often showed evidence of knife cuts. The
cattle were adult or maturing adults, judging from
epiphyseal fusion and tooth eruption. No juveniles
were identified, Although the cartle bone was
largely broken or chopped, a few complete bones
permitied estimation of withers heights:

Phliase Coitext Withers = cmg

Ja 331 1140 Mletacarpal
2 313 10,00 Tibia

4 428 117.0 Metatarsal
4 428 11100 Tibia

[Afier Fock 1966 and Matolsci 197()

‘These are within the range of sizes estimated
from earlier excavations, but the sample is too small
o suggest whether it is significant that these com-
plete bones are only available from the later peri-
ols.

Fragments of horse bones ocour relatively fre-
guently at this site, as seen in previous excavations
al Magiovinium, and this sample is no excepiion. A
total of 64 frugments of horse were specilically
identificd from 23 contexts of all periods, Some-
times only loose teeth were present, bul complete
long bones allowed some estimation of withers
heights:

Phixe Context Withery = vm

i 217 221 . 0mm 142.0 Pletacarpal
1 415 2446.0mm 131.0 Metatarsal
2 236 354.0mm 154.0 Tibia

Jn 602 278 Omm 1480 Metotursal
3n 202 256.0mm 136.0 Metutorsal
da 331 350,0mm 153.0 Tibia

3a 331 300.0mm 146.0 Humerus
Bl 428 364 0mm 159.0 Tibial

{after Kiesewalter 1974

5B

The range 15 within that found for the previously
examined material (Locker in Neal 1987, pp 108 —
115}, and the same caution needs o be applied o
the estimation of withers heights as for the cattle
bones,

Mo butchery marks were observed on horse
bones. There was some ageing evidence from the
teeth; many loose incisors retained the open in-
fundibulum which seems to start to disappear by the
time the animal is aboul eight years old, o these
horses did not die of old age. Indeed none of the
teeth showed excessive wear,

Sheep were specifically idemified from 23 con-
texts, and cerlainly can be considered 1o have had a
relatively minor role in meat production compared
to cattle. All parts of the skeleton were represented
i bow nunibers, Two camplele mctacarpals gave

withers heights as follows:

Comex) 234
Context 428

Phase |
Phase 4
{after Teichert 1973)

a6, 0 e
a0 cms

Only five pig bones were identified from four
contexts, spanning phase 1, 2, Jand 4.

The pit 234 in phase | contained the skeleton of
adop which had an estimated shoulder height of 44
cms {(after Harcourt 1974) and was a mature slender
ammal. Another dog maxilla was identilied from
217, a phase | boundary ditch fill.

A domestic fow] coracoid was identified from
603, a boundary ditch from phase 3a,

Conclusion

The sample was dominated by cattle remains,
representing both butchered waste and parts of the
extremities bearing little meat. There was some
burnt bone, mainly cattle, (e.g. pit 511 in phase 1),
There is a relatively high quantity of horse bones
which has also been observed in the bone from
previous excavations here. Sheep and pig are rela-
tively unimportant,
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Fig, 24: Magiovinium: Series N Sceatta, 4 » scale,

The Hignenn Skeleton from Cantext 632
by A, Logker,

This skeleton was heavily Fragmented and in-
complete, The skull was broken into many picces
and the teeth were very worn, suggesting i malure
adult. Using the state of molar atrition devised by
Brothwell (in Hillson 1986, 19770t is suggested that

9

this imdividual is at the younger end of the 3545
Qe FAnge.

Mo ol the ribs or vertebral centr were present
and only part of the limb bones: proximal ends and
part of the shaft of the right radivs and wlng, and
fragments of tibin shaft., astragali and one calea
neum. Except for one first phalany the hands and
feet were absent,

The fragmentary nature of the skeleton made
sexing and more accurate ageing impossible,

From feature 435 a fragment of human tibia shaft
wias found amongst the animal bone.

The skeletal remains from the Fenny Stratfond
bypass watching brief have not been further stud-
il

DHSCUSSION

The location of Magiovinium in the Fenny
Seratford area was first suggested by Horsley in the
eighteenth century; by the mid-nineleenth century
thi position of the site had been firmly identified as
Dropshort Farm, and by the end of the century the
northern defences of the “station™ had been
recognised and profuse quantities of material
discovered. Several excavations have been carred
out this century which vary in extent and quality,
the most recent work having been undertaken in
advance of road construction. The early work has
been briefly reviewed in the publication of David
Neal's 1978 — 80 cxcavations (Neul FRET) which
also  meludes a comprehensive  bibliography
preparved by Andrew Pike.

Considering the long hisiory of investigations at
Magiovinium, it is surprising that it has had so linle
in the way of impact upon the study of Romano-
British “Small Towns", failing to feature in
Rodwell and Rowley's collection of papers (1975),
in Burnham’s  discussion  of  “small  own”
morphology (1987) or in Burmmham and Wacher's
recent { 19H)) important study. [Uis briefly noted in
Cleary™s (1987) secount of extra-mural areas of



Romano-British  towns, and Smith's
diseussion of roadside settlements,

(1987)

The negligible impact that the site has had upon
small town studies may be due in part o thers
having been far fewer imvestigations carried out
within the walled town than in the extra-mural area,
Mevertheless, activity in the extra-mural area can-
not have been entirely unrelated o whal went on
within the walls, and it is possible o drow some
conclusions as o the town's form and function, as
well as to indicate general phases of activity,

In the discussion which accompanies his exca-
vation report, Neal identifies seven phases which
are summarised here:

1 Pre-conguest field system aligned exclusively
easl-wesl

Construction of fort south of Watling Street
(which itself seems to have originally beenon a
different line), The alignment of the fort may
possibly have been dictated by the layout of the
pre-existing field systems, The fort had fallen
out of use by the Flavian period,

¢70 AD, Re-alignment of Watling Street and
cutting of road ditches,

A mew field system is laid out, the boundaries
of which are not precisely orientated along the
new line of Watling Street, but which are pos-
sibly aligned with a (hypothetceal) spur road
leading to the fort, The sysiem of ditched en-
closures was shown (o extend for over 300m 1o
the east of what was 1o become the walled area
of Magiovinium; some of these allotments con-
tained the remains of the foundations of circu-
lar buildings, which continued in use until the
late second century,

Avound the Antonine period, the road ditches
become filled in, and industrial activities take
place.

There is a general clearance of the extra-mural
area in the late second or early third century,
after which new buildings evenmtually appear
and further industrial activity takes place. It is
suggested that large scale levelling operations

Gl

may be related to the provision of town de-
fences at Magiovinium. Some form of official
St may have effected the removal/rationalisa-
tion of the ribbon development and the re-
moval of the external residents o within the
new walls. After a period of inactivity the allot-
ments are re-used, their ditches being re-cut
and a series of access tracks from Watling
Street inserted. Spreads of scorched clay point
to the continuance of industrial activity,

Eventually some plots are abundoned and
some parts of the extra-mural srea are used as a
cemetery, The coin series indicates thal activ-
ity continued until the end of the fourth cen-

fury.

A corner of the ared of the presumed Fort was
examined in 1976 (Woodfeld 1977), The dating of
the assembiage of finds from this investigation 1o
the Meronian period may indicate that the fort was
associated with the tightening ol military control
following the revolt of Boudicca, although it 1s
possible that the site was originally used 1o control
the bridgehead on the advance route of Legio XTV.
The fort was disused by the Flavian period and its
ditches hacklilled,

The evidence for the tort is not however entirely
conclusive, as its excavator admits, A major difli-
culty is that David Neal, despite investigating an
area on the line of the presumed defences, found no
further evidence for either bank or ditch; however
the circumstances of that investigation were diffi-
cult and not necessarily conducive 1o the detection
of earlier features, whilst the opporunities for de-
tailed recording during construction of the Fenny
Stratford Bypass were severely restricted. The
linds are similarly unhelpful; the presence of a sin-
gle item of military hardware (the possible chape,
described above), if indeed it is military, does not
itsell provide positive proof of a military presence
at Magiovinium. Some of the items discovered dur-
ing David Neal’s work seem to have military asso-
ciations (G Webster, in i, the items as numbered
in Angela Wardle's account of the copper-alloy
objects are 31, 36, 46, 53, and 54; Neal 1987, 44—
500, although none of the mounts and fitings need
necessarily denote a military context here. The
guestion of the fort is thus probably best left open at
present. It has been suggested that the settlement at



Saffron Gardens was abandoned at about this time
{Waugh, Mynard and Cain 1974), perhaps because
its inhabitants were attracted by the economic op-
portunities presented by the fort, but ex planation of
the setilement's origin as & vicus oulside a fort must
remain a hypothesis,

It is however clearly the road, rather than any
fort, which proved to be the more important influ-
ence upon the settlement’s form and function.

Of particular interest in this respect is the extra-
mural area. During the earliest phases, before the
construction of the urban defences had empha-
sised the distinction between “inside”™ and “out-
side”, the contrasts between what was to become
the walled area and what was to become the extra-
mural suburb may not necessarily have heen espe-
cially marked. The walled arca, however, scems Lo
have included the junction of Watling St with the
road to Harrold (exposed in Neal’s site 18} and the
defences probably envelop the area where the
greatest concentration of commercial activity ook
place,

Whilst MNeal connects a late seccond or early
third-century elearance with construction of the
town defences, it must be emphasised that the dat-
ing of the defences to this period is unproven.
Certainly the defences of many urban cenires were
provided at this period, including those at
Lactodorum (Towcester), which are dated to
around AD 170 (Brown and Alexander 1982, 56;
Wondfield 1992), but this does not prove that this
was the case at Magiovinium. The question of the
date at which defences were provided, and the rea-
sons for their construction, are general problems in
Romano-British urban studies (Frere 1984 Jones
1987, 87-90), The evidence for unrest in the lae
Antonine  period in the wider locality of
Magiovinium has recently been  summarised
{Woodfield and Johnson 1989, 264), and the possi-
hility that defences were added at this period must
be regarded as a high possibility.

The indications, then, are that Watling Street
acted as a focus of activity and that this explains the
essentially linear nature of Magiovinium. 1t is un-
likely that commercial activily was resiricied (o the
walled core of the settlement. Even the legal
proscriptions of certain activities within towns (eg

a6l

smithing) may have been more evident in the
breach than the observance. At Carmarthen, for
example, there is widespread evidence for iron-
smithing within the town walls (James 1990), The
crossing of the Ouzel, although outside the walled
area, may also have been a significant area of activ-
ity, and this is reinforced by the material excavated
next to the river at the “Bathing Station Site™ (Kei-
tle 1957; Pengelly 1964).

The layout of the land allotments suggests that
development along Watling Street was not a piece-
meal affair, Certainly the plan of the Magiovinimm
allotments appears more regular than those at
Towcester where the boundaries, although gener-
ally consistent in overall orientation, and appar-
ently vtilising a module width of around 19m, may
he associated with a villa estate rather than the
town itsell (Brown, Woodficld and Mynard 1983).
There is insufficient regularity in the widths of the
Magiovinium plots to allow us to be absolutely
certain that a standard measuring unit had been
used in their layout. “Local™ units could differ quite
markedly from the notionally standard pes
Drusianus (if indeed the pes Drusianus was ever
used in Britaing see Duncan-Jones 19800 Millet
1982) or pes Monetalis (Grenier 1958); however, as
Meal has noted (1987, 9), many of the plot widths
conform to a “single™ (16 to 20m wide) or “double™
(33 o 3%m wide) module, and the same degree of
regularity i maintained across the area under con-
sideration in this report. The “double™ module
width would correspond to | actus, or 120 pM (for
a consideration of the metrology of property
boundaries see Walthew 1978). There are also in-
stances where a width of %4 acms (such as plots 28
and 29) or Vaactus (suchas the plot 31/32 before its
fission into two plots) seems o have been used;
units of ¥ actus oceur elsewhere amongst the ur-
ban plans of Roman Britain (Walthew op cit).

Meal also suggests the existence of three parallel
primary ditches controlling this co-axial system,
such that the two outermost ditches lay al about
108m (which is approximately 360 pM, or 3 aciis)
either side of a central ditch (Meal 1987, 93, It should
however be remembered that whilst the position of
the central ditch is reasonably secure, the extent and
precise alignment of the two outer ditches are far
from certain, Inspection of Neal's plun shows a
further point of interest: that at the western end of



his excavation one of the epst—west ditches lies
exactly haliway between the central axis and the
notthern edge of the system (ie 54m or about 180,
1Y actus), Interestingly it is this “halfway™ ditch,
rather than the outer ditch, which seems 10 have
influenced the location of some of Magiovinium's
cemeteries (see below).

The frequent recutting of ditches resulted in a
number of the boundaries shifting their position,
sometimes by as much as several metres, In some
instances the repositioning of the ditches may have
been undertaken solely in order to be able to dig
through firmer ground, and the effect is one of
gradual shift, However in other instances {(eg the
boundaries between 27 and 28, and 28 and 29) the
displacement is sufficiently large to suggest the
adoption of a new line, perhaps after a particular
boundary had fallen temporarily into disuse. In
ihese cases existing elemens of the ditch system
may have acted as a template in such a way as o
ensure that so long as o standard onit (or a near
approximation of it) was used the “new™ boundary
would be close to its precursor. Some boundaries
seem to have been more prone to repositioning than
others, but it is not possible to determine on the
basis of metrology the sequence in which the ele-
ments of the allotment layoutl were executed on the
ground,

The evidence therefore points towards a degree
of planning which seems to have been based on
units derived from anactus of 120 pM, and that the
system may have incorporated units of %4, 1% and 3
actus, bat it is hard 1o be any more specific about
the matter,

The investigations described in this report sug-
gest that some modifications 1o Meal s plan may be
in order, in that certain extensions of property
boundary ditches which are postulated on his fig-
ure 3 were found to be absent within the area of the
mast recent excavations (cf our figure 4).

In addition, the excavations presently under
consideration produced relatively litile data for the
programme of removal of buildings and subsequent
levelling with sand which is attested by Neal (Neal
1987, 18), except perhaps in the area of trenches 3
and 4,

Tt is not possible to relate the pottery to particular
phases of ditch cotting/reculting with any case,
Residual pottery is clearly a problem on a site of this
nature, Observations in the field suggest that it 1s
likely that ditch silts would have accumulated rap-
iddly: there are therefore likely to have been many
more recuts than could actually be detected within
what were, for the most part, relatively uniform fills.
In certain instances recuts had evidently been dug
fractionally to one side of earlier cuts, and these
instances are noted above, but in general the data
does not permit any analysis more complex than the
observation that most of the ditches appear to have
been in use throughout most of the settlement’s
existence, There are, however, a number of features
dating to the late first or carly second centuries that
are subsequently replaced by ditches which are
parallel but a little distant to one side. These fea-
tures are almost all narrower than the ditches which
repiaced them. The replacement ditches seem o
have been open for a longer period of time, and are
larger than the earlier ditches because they were
prone to gradual enlargement as they were recut,
There are suggestions too that some of the ditches
were open after others had been abandoned, and
one ditch (427) may well have been a later, fourth-
century, imposition upon the layoui of boundaries
(see above, p.13). There is, however, little to con-
finm any expansion or subsequent contraction of
activity along Watling Streer. Although there is
possibly a concentration of material from the mid to
late fourth century in the eastern part of Trench 1,
there is also a group of late first to early second-
century features in the same area, some consider-
able distance from what was to become the walled
arca, This spread of material extends at least as far
as trench 4 to the east, but large areas of the froni-
ages along Watling Street remain unsampled and it
15 not possible 1o determine the full exient of activ-
ity to the east of the walled area within any particu-
lar period of time.

It is difficult, if we accept Neal's phasing, to
believe that this co-axial plan was laid out after the
re-alignment of Watling Street, The road towards
the fort which Meal cites as a primary element in the
layout is purely hypothetical (as is its alignment,
which would clearly have 1o have been appreciably
different from that of the supposed fort) and it
seems implausible that a major landscape feature
such as Watling Strect would have had less influ-



ence on subscquent topography than o minor road
whose usefulness would probably have ended with
the slighting of the supposed fort.

The 1990 investigations on the Fenny Stratford
bypass revealed the presence of another cemetery.
This area had, however, been severely disturbed by
the contractor’s operatioms. Orientation, where this
could be determingd, was north-south, whilst the
only dateable finds associated with the cemetery
were third or fourth century. The full extent of the
cemetery is of course unknown. It appeared, how-
ever, that the inhumations were situated to the
south of the area of regular land allotments. The
relationship between cemetery location and setile-
ment boundaries is of some interest at Magio-
vinium, It is accepted that cemeteries were normally
situated putside settlements, as the dead were seen
a5 g source of pollution, bul exceptions do oceur, of
which wnfant burials are the most commonly en-
countered. At Magiovinium, finds of burials in the
late 19505 at the Bathing Station site {Tapper 1955)
were evidently cut through the floors of Roman
buildings, apparently during the third or fourth
century. Casual discoveries made in 1993 (Farley
1993} are probably associated with this group.
David Neal's work produced evidence for several
cemeteries. Site 17 Area | contained a cremation
cemetery of the Antonine period which continued
in use untl probably the late fourth century, with
the funerary rite changing to inhumation. The avail-
able evidence, including two radiocarbon dates
{ 166080 bp [Har 2935], 1550+£90 bp [Har 3174]:
no calibration is published (Neal 1987, 22)), sug-
gests that the inhumations had a north-south orien-
tation in the late third and early fourth centuries
{and are thus probably contemporary with the simi-
larly orientated Fenny Stratford bypass inhuma-
tions) and an east-west orientation by the late fourth
century. This cemetery was some 60m north of

Watling Street and within the area of regular enclo-
sures.

Another cemetery, also containing both crema-
tions (fourteen) and inhumations {eight), was situ-
ated in Meal's Site 17 Area 2. This was also 60m from
Watling Street, although immediately outside one
of the main east-west ditches which, it is suggested
above, was exactly halfway (11/2 actus) between
the central axis of the enclosure system (along
Watling Street) and its northern edge.

63

Meal also recovered evidence for six smaller
cemelery groups. The first of these was a reclangu-
lar mortuary enclosure containing a cremation (un-
dated, but reminiscent of the late lron Apge square
barrows of Northern England) and with a secondary
inhumation of probable fourth-century date, This
was situated some 100m north of Watling Street,
but its relation to the settlement limits was difficult
to determine. The second was a group of infant
burials in the upper part of the ditch flanking
Watling Street. The other four were distinet crema-
lion groups ranging in size from a single individual
to eleven cremations. They were situated at dis-
tances of 60m or more beyond the edge of the main
road leading north from Magiovinium. The dates for
these, where available, ranged from the Flavian to
Antonine periods. Neal suggests that these were
family groups interred to the rear of individual allot-
ments.

To summiarise: the evidence from Magiovinium
points towards the existence of several small cem-
eteries, some of which were “informal” family
groups buried beyond the plots of land fronting
Watling Street and the other main roads, rather than
in large public cemeteries. Burial does not always,
however, seem (o have laken place outside the
limits of the town as defined by the furthest extent
of the various property boundaries.

The presence of other features in the same gen-
eral area as the Fenny Stratford bypass inhuma-
tions, south of the townm, was also noted,
Unfortunately, the circumstances under which they
were recorded and the area available for investiga-
tion wore not such as to lend themselves to any
satisfactory analysis of the relationship between
the inhumations and the other features, which
would have helped to shed light upon the question
of the physical limits of Magiovinium.

The 1991 excavations produced indirect sugges-
tions about the nature and date of activity else-
where at Magiovinium. Mrs Woodfield notes earlier
in this report the relatively high incidence of tile
debris, deriving from presumably substantial build-
ings, in contexts dated to ceramic phases 3a and 4.
She suggests that the phase 3a material represents o
general refurbishment following a mid third-cen-
tury “recession” (for which the evidence is regional
rather than specifically local), whilst the phase 4



material is associated with Magiovinium's terminal
decline.

The artefact assemblage does not add signifi-
cantly to the socio-economic pattern adduced by
Meal. Urban sites, like their rural counterparts, ex-
hibit & wide spectrum of wealth and status; the
evidence Trom Magiovinium does little o indicawe
that the scttlement was located very far from the
“pom” end of the spectrum, but this is of course a
twentieth-century judgement, and moreover one
based on what may well be an unrepresentative
sample of the settlement.
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