REMARKS UPON THE FORMER ABUMDANCE, AND
THE PFRESERT MOK-EXTSTENCE OF SALMON
iN THE RIVEHR THAMES.

Br GeoroE VENAPLES, Tncwmbent of Christ Church,
Friezeland, Muanckesfer.

Frvmlmund gepm Faf, F page 278,

An elaborate Act vpon fish and fsherics marks the first
year of George the First.

Its chicf olijuet is to hinder fresh fish taken by foreigners
from being brought to England—it gives leave for the
importation of labstcrs and turbory in “gForeigu Bottoms,"
But at the 14th zection complaint ie made that the several
Acts of Parlinment have In'u‘lrl:'tl incfleetual in respect to
the tivers Severn, Dee, Wye, Trame, Weere, Teas, Rib-
ble, Meracy, Dun, Alr, Dure, Swale, Calder, Whar,
]liurc, D?irwcnt, and Trent, and chargen that the laws shall

obeyed.

1 think this is the first time in which the Severn and
the Wye are mentioned, We may presume, T suppose,
that the law was better obeyed in other localities ; and in
the Thames we cap quite undesstand that the law would
be much more caeily enforced, under the authericy of the
Lord Mayor and Fishmongrra' Company, so far as their
juriediction extended.

I have met but with one more Aet of any Intercst to
the fisherman, and that ia eertainly a very singular ome,
from the medley of matters to which it refers. It wan
made in the 28rd year of George I, {cap. xxvi) Tt re-
gulates pilota, permite rum from Britich plantatione te be
landed [ree, prevents frauds in the measurement of coals,
continues sundry lawe agninet the exactions of cceupiers
of locks and weare upon the river Thames wostward,
makes g provisn (or the viver Hibhle, by which it in again
made lawiul to take salmon there between st January and
15th September, as it is fowind that this is the prapet setson
for that river, the permission having been repealed, (I sup-
pose by an oversight) in an Act of George I. already
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spoken of. Thise 26th George I, concludes with an
enactment for pre*renl‘in? the g.eatructiun of turoips, and
the better regulation of attormeys and soliciters]  And
this completes, g0 far a3 I know, any important legislation
about Fisheries, but I have no means at haod for cxamin-
ing the decreea of the present centyry.
trust this little digest, which is however, far longer
than T anticipated, may not prove uscless, [t is
surely well to trace up, threugh succeeding ages, the
interast shown even in & fAshery, while the information
obtained by inference from soch documents az I have
ucted, of t{m maoners and customs of the people, and of

e care with which natural productions were regarded, is
pleaging to the sntignarian, aod perhaps, profitable to all.

Ap editar of Walton, records in a note, a copy from s
London newspaper, for 18th April, 1788, which informs
us that " Mhe fargest selmon ever caught twas Srought to
* FLondon yerterday ; 4 feet long, 8 feel round the thickest
“ pard ¢ fge body ; ifs weight YO, within ¢ fewo stnces,”

Mo snlmon were allowed to be bought (by 1 George I,
sect. 18), under six pounds in weight. [ SRR S

I find eleewhere, a memorandem of & salmen canght in
the river Usk, weighing G83ilbs., four feet nine inches in
length, and sixtecninehen in breadth. Mr. Penmant men-
tlens T4lbe, as the greatcst weight of one salmon he had
ever heard of It i maid by some that the larger the fish,
the hetter the quality, but the fish mentioned an brought
to London o 1789, was sold at one ahi]lius per pouad,

The capture of a salmon in the river Tyne, which was
four feet ome inch and three quarters lowg, and weighed
filty-four pounds, i8 recorded 1n the Annual Repister for
L1760, as a remarkable circumsrtance,

Nor less singular 1s an account in the Annual Register
for 1764, when a Mr. Gleditch presented to the Royal
Academy his ebeervaticns on the methed of increasing the
fecundity of salmon and trout invented by Mr. Jacohi,
From what is there stated it appears thar the scheme of
M. Jacoki wea almest, if nob quite, the same with that
now being tried in Seetland.

The remainder of this treatise will be devoted to salmon
in the Thames, snd especially in ono of the most lovely
parts of that beantiful river,

About 120 years ago, there came to live at Cookham, in
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spoken of. This 26th Geerge IL, concludes with an
enactment for preventing the destruction of turnips, and
the better regulation nf attorneys and solicitars!  And
this completes, go far a3 I koow, any impertant lepislation
sbout Fisheries, but I have no means at hand for examin-
ing the decrees of the present century.

% truet thie little digest, which is however, far longer
than 1 anticipated, may opot prove useless. I is
surely well to irace up, through succeeding ages, the
interest shown even in & fishery, while the 1nformation
obtained by inference from such docmimenta as T have
queted, of the manners and customs of the people, and of
the ¢are with which natural productions were regarded, is
pleasing to the autinnarion, and perhags, profitable to all.

Axn editor of Walton, recorda in a note, a copy from a
Loendon newepaper, for 18th April, 1789, which informs
us that " the {orgext salmon erer coughi was brought fo
o Fondon gaaterday ¢ & feeot long, 8 feot round the thickent
" part of the body ; +fr weight TObe. within o _few ounces."

No galmon were allowed to be hought (Ly 1 George I,
gect. 18), under six pounds in weight. o

I find elsewhere, a memorandum of a salmon cuught in
the river Usk, weighing G83lbs., four feet nine inches in
length, and sixieen inches in breadth. BMr. Peonant men-
tions T4lbs. as the greatcst weight of one salmen he had
ever heard of It is said by some that the larger the fish,
the better the guality, but the fish mentioned as brought
to Lendon in 1%3‘3', was g0ld at one shilling per pound.

The eaptere of g salmon in the river Lyne, which was
four fzet one inch and three gnarters long, and weighed
fifty-fuur pounds, is recorded in the Annual Register for
1760, as a remarkable cireumstance.

Nor less singular is ao account in tho Annus! Remiater
for 1764, when a Mr, Gleditch presented to the Royal
Academy his observations on the method of increasing the
feeundity of salmen and trout invented by Mr. Jaeobi
From what is there stated it appears that the scheme of
Mr. Jacobi waa slmost, if not guite, the sxme with that
now being tried in Scotland.

'The remainilecr of this treatise will be devoted to salmon
in the Thames, and especially in one of the most lovely

rts of that beautiful river.

About 120 yeare ago, there came $o live at Cookham, in
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Berkshire, & highly respeetable man, whose daily dutics
fed him to the perhaps most ancient pursuit in the way
of trade which exists in England, namely, that of fishing,
and culdvating and cropping the numerous osier beda,
which form many of the pretty islets in the Thames. In
after years he removed three or four miles lower down the
river, where be ended his daye at sn edvanced age, being T
believe, aver 80 at the time of his death. His son encceeded
him, and carricd on the same trade very successfully and
Lonourably, and died a few years since in & good old age,
descyvediy respected, end esteomed for his upright walk
and conversatiom.

The father and pon, were men of much observation, and
their pursuita would naturally give them many opportu-
nities of exercieing that faculty, which they seem never to
have neglocted.

The patriarch appears to have handed down by oral
tradition 'P?]:I.BT.&'?BIPEE knew comcerning the fishery, and
hir 2qn has left fow records hehind him, but they are very
interesting and inetructive in reference te malmon in the
Thames. His son, {the grandsen of the person first men-
ticned} now seenpies the home, the osiern, and the fshers,
which his two encestors poseessed, and hae most kjnﬂy
lent me the memoranda written by his father, addic
thereto muech valusble information of his own, He in, %
am permuaded, able to throw much light upon the subject
of salrmon in the Thames,

His father's little manueeript-book ia entitled—

* An account of off the Salmon caught at Howiter's Lock
“and the Conliguous _mrfsf the Thames, frem 1704 to
“ 1821, otk years included, thal ialo say, 28 years or
“ zeasons."

“ Boulter's Lock™ is ahout a mile above Maidenhrad
Bndge, opposite to Cliclden Wood, and its caseade s one
of the finest on the river.

Each yvear's memorandum is contained in eeven columne
giving in succeesicn—* the day of the month, the number
& of malmon caught, the place where caught, the weight,
“ the age of the moan, remarka.”

It appears from thie hook, that in 1784, between May
20th and August 28rd, fificen salmons were caug}l: t, whose
tatal weipht was 2484lbs., or the avernge weight, about
164lbs,  The largest 'weig;:ted 25lbs., caught June 9,

T
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and the smallest, caupht Auguet 23, weighed 1115he,
Cne fish anly was caught in the pool—{I suppose by net)
All the olhera were taEen in the Bueles ; but this deomads
4 remark.

Many persons would imegine that the silmon caught in
the Bucks were taken as they were running doen siream,
just as the ¢cls, for whom the Bucke are set, are caught.

But this is not the case; the salmon, when so caught,
RTe ﬁuin againgt the stream, and arriving at one of the
Bucks, force themselres by an almost mysterious power
through the rushing waters, over, or by the side of the
Buck, (Butt?) but belore they recover themselves from
the extraprdinary feat they have performed, are carricd
bacl, and falling immediately inte the Buck, are caught
in it. So ot least T aw informed by the intelligent son of
the writer of the memoranda from which I am copying.

Amoogst the “remacks’ for the neat year (17958), I
find, that two salmon weighing twenty-one, and eighteen
pounds, were sold May 11, at five shillings per pound,
producing £3 15a| Ninecteen fish were taken this year,
eighteen in the Bucks, and one in the Lock pool.
The average weight was little over eight pounds. Twa
fish wrighed four pounde only, and the worthy Observer
notes, ‘* the year was remarkable for small fish.”

Of the eighteen salmon weighing 828lbe. caughe in the
gncceeding vear, {(179G) he notices that the largest was
caught April 28th,in the sixth Buck (thete are oine Bucks)
and weighed thirty-seven pounds. The smallest was
{:aughtﬂiugust 11th, tweclve pounds weight. = We
* panght eight in the Tock poel, and ten in the Bucks:
" not one in the Buck pool, for thie year the Ik popl was
* productive of nothiog but great stones and hangings.”

* August 4 ~—~We drawed the Lock pool with a G} inch
" wide net, but caught nothing. We immedint:e]{' alter
i this stalled the net, and during the ni{ht canght twe
# galmons of Lwenty, and eizteen poonde. W also on the
* pight of the 11th of Aupunst, cauglit ancther by sta.llinE
“in the same place, 1. ¢ hetween the Lock and Bue
" pools, by running directly down fiom Arrow head to
* the tail of the pool.”

1797 was o mere pbundant year,  Thirty-seven salimon
weighing 6704 e, rewarded the fishers toil,  The largest
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was gaught March #%th, in the second Buck, of thirty-one
pounds, but being dead, it sold for no more than 5, per
pound ! But one note here i3 of special interest.  We can
almost realize the joy with which “ April 25, T by my-
“ golf had six in the first Buck, of 126 pounds, though
they were not all perfectly in the Buck, but pome io the
thorough and head, and three in the tail, and two
* or three of them dead.”  We caught in the same
* Buck this season twelve salmon that weighed 2321bs."
¢t The fish in general this year van very large, (average
1491b., smallest {lba.}, but none of them went to a vory
od market, 2y many of them were eaught in the
ucks, and thereby very much beaten, Oaly #s. per
“ pound for such fish !! 7793, sixteen fish, 817 pounds,
" gome wald ac 5. per poand.  The lprgest fish weiphed
gwenty-eight pounds.”
1799.—The century closed with a gift of thirty-six sal-
mon this pear to the respected fisherman of Boulter's Lock
and Fool. Seven in June, ninein July, fifteen in Auguat,
five in September, averaging fourteen pounds. The largcst
weighing twenty-cight Enundu again.  The remark here,
and clsewhere rcpeated, in worth consideration, as sug-
esting the habity of salmon,  * Beventeen of the thirty-
gve salmon caught this year in the Bucks, were caught in
ane Buck, (viz.,, the firsz Buck.}
1800.—*¢ It proves in this year that we canght twenty-
ninc galmens, that weighed 388lbs. One thing we
havr to notice, that this year we made use of a long puree
net to the st Buck, fixed so as 1o admit the fish, after
asaing through the stopper hole; but we found oo tryal
that this did not answer, as we had scveral sal mans killed
in it ; therefore we discontineed the practice after this and
the follewing seazon™
The first ﬁuck, however, again proved most snccessful,
though oot e0 much so as furmerly.  Seven were canght
in it; nine in the other Bucks; ten in the Lock pool,
and three in the Bucks pool.  Seven in June; fifteen in
July; and seven in August.
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