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Circumstances of Discovery, and Excavation

During April 1983 Squadron Leader Collins
was extending a terrace at the rear of 35
Clifford Road, Princes Risborough (SP 80820
(2876) when he disturbed parts of a skeleton.
The Coroner's Officer subsequently informed
one of the writers (M,E.F.) who arranged for
further investigation. A vertical face 0.7m high
had been cut back, the lawn sloping upwards
and away [rom the house, Bone, which proved
1o be the end of a human femur, could be seen
protruding from the exposed section. The
house is the final one in a road which gives
way to open fields, and lies about 100m from
the crest of Culverton Hill (Fig, 1).

The topsoil and grey clavey subsoil were re-
moved from above the burial but no trace of a

grave cul was seen until chalk bedrock was
reached on either side of the cut and the
skeleton began to appear. The upper part of
the body had been removed by the finders,
leaving in siru a portion of the chest, pelvie
aren and flexed legs. The general state of the
bones was poor, necessitating the lifting of
several parts of the skeleton in its soil matrix.
The body had been laid on its left side, flexed,
facing north-east (Fig. 2). At its knee lay a
flint knife (Fig. 3, 1) and near its thigh a {lint
flake (Fip. 3, 2). Adjacent to the chest was a
fragment of pottery. The burial was of a male
about 25 years old; & fuller account of the
skeleton is given further on.

The grave itself was of irregular outline,
little more than a shallow scoop cul out of the
hard chalk bedrock. No other features were
visible in the section cut at the edge of the
terrace, %0 it i not known whether the burial
was originally contained within a barrow,
although this is quite likely. Certainly agri-
culture and subsequent landscaping left no
trace above ground in the garden.

The Skeleton
by Sue Browne

The burial was a crouched inhumation of a
male, aged about 25 vears at death. There is
no skeletal evidence for disease or dietary
deficiency to suggest the cause of death. A sus-
pected fracture of the right clavicle was con-
firmed by radiography: it had obviously
occurred many years prior to death and had
healed well with only slight distortion of the
shaft.
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Ibe dental formula, following Browhwell
{1981, 52-54%, 15 shown o Table 1. There age
interproximal caries cavitics in both the lower
third molars (the right one has an occlusal
caries cavity as well) and in the left lower
sevand modar. There are signs of mild peri-
odental diseage in the regian of the right lower
third moelar and the left upper third molar 2nd
slight alvenlar recession has oecurred, Simall
sub-gingival caloulus deposits are present on
soeme teeth: supra-gingival deposits may have
been present originally also buot, if so. either

they have nor survived posti-moriem burial
conditions or they were removed accidentally
during washing, Shght enamel bypoplasia on
the canines indicates that  this  individual

Table 1. Lveneal formmla for the Frinces Risborough
shelbeton.
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cxperienced a periad of illness ar malnotrition
io carly life.

A st of the bones Tecovered is deposited in
the siie archive, The cranial vaull, mandible
and =ome of the Iong bones have been recon-
structed in order o abtain the measgremnents
shown in Table 1. Sandard  bigmetrig
megsurements of the right side were taken
(st of them are descroibed and illuscrated in
Rrothwell J9&1, 79-87) and the femoral hbead
breadth iv the maximum horirontal dimension,
The maxinmuom lengths of the clavicle, tadins
and fibula are unrecordatle as the cods of che
booes are missing. The pelvis Tragments and
the right! metatarsal from conext A were
slightly separated tfrom the ather pelvic and
foar baoes bur it s unlikely that (hey repre-
senl a second burial, There is nothing abouwl
the vondition of the bones from contexn 1044
which suggests that they are Trom a seqond
individwal, nor was any duplication of bones
nored during examinatiaon, and their location
At the timwe of excavarion was probably due o
Botnrkation at some stage.

Table I1. Meaurenrents of the Princes Rishorough
skelerm.

1 Y Skt
Fromialare (5)) L25.5 mm
Frontal chord (8] 1113 mm
Foramen meniaiia breadth (77 a3 (rmm
Minitnwin camus breadth (RE']T 38,0 mm
symphisia beight [H)) 2% 1 mm

Y Humarurs (right}

& L L Max digmeter midshafliHaly, b 2005 mm
Mion. digmeter midshaft (HuDy) 167 rom
( MCB The midshaft poind as been esii
mared & the disal end i ingomaleie. )

W4 Y Ling(rgh

&1 Mux length {ULL b 247 Amm

14 tR] Famur

& Mdax. [ength (Fel, ) approxi-

LGl mate, hecauseof abrasion of
distalend 476

Min. antero-posierior

diameter {Fel)) 256 mm(lefl; 24 4mm}
Transverse diamelcr

(Tl 3. 2 mma g left: 32 5y
Max. femara] iead breadih 42 thmm

L0 D (RS Trhia
& Tedallength (THL
04T (1) Max. antero posterior
digmeter (TIDy,) 34 S {lefr: 34,5 rm )
THEIL) Projective ransyes se
diamerer {Til,) 22 0mm (lefr; 21.2mm)
Proximal egiphyseal medi-
lareral breadih (TIE) TlAmm

341 .0nnu

The heipht of this individual, calculated
from the formula for the femor and the tihia
in Brothwell (19&7, 101} was aboul l6dem
iapproximalely 51t 4ins}. The femur shafts are
flactened in an  antero-posterior  direction
tplatymeric), the indices being 82.85 for the
right femue and 77.81 Tor the lefr; and the led
tikia is plaryenemic (flattened transversely), the
index being 6l.45, The right tibia, with ag
index of 63.77, shows ¢ smaller degree of
Iransverse flanening,

Mon-metrical cranial {earures noted are a
supra-orbital foramen on the right side and a
supra-orbital notch an 1be left side. There i a
stall maxillacy (orus on the left side of the
palate, No ear bones were tecavered,

The thoracie region and part of the pelvis
wire satmnitted in their soll matrices, which
hawe bcen separated Trow the bones by
flatation @nd cxamined for eovironmenial
evidence. Caroline Cartwright ¢lastitme of
Archacology, londony has  submicted  the
Fodlowing teporr on the charcoal recovered
fromm the floared material:

“Soil gssociated with the thoracic and pelvie

regions of the human skeleial maierial in the

burial at Princes Risharough was warcr-
floated through a seties of fing mesh sigves.

Some small fragments of charcoal were

recovered from this process and have been

identified as l'ollows:

Thoracig region, lg charcoal Ouercus sp,

ioakl; Pelvie region, 0.8g charcoal Quercus

spo dvak ),

Fram soch a small sample of charcoal few
enviranmentaisecolovical assessments can be
made. Qak has bkeen a4 widely-selectad
timber throughou! prehisiory for construe
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tional, fucl and artefactual purpuses, and its
PTesenee 1o association  with  this  buorial
ubviousty reflects this, albelt to a very small
degree,’

The fleated samples were also cxamined by
Pat hinton {¢/0 Sussex Archacological Field
Unit, Instizute of Archacology, Londoen) far
seed remains, but onfortunately no seeds were
recovered, Molluses were prasent, but in view
ol the uneeriainty concerning their souree and
theit assoctation with the bunal, a moilusean
analysis was not andertaken.

Unfortunately on the basis of the cvidence
fram the bones themselves litle can be said
abaol the pussible date of this burial, TRath
platymeria and pladyenemia are comman (o
carly populations and modern primitive groups
and because al the damage to the cranium and
the small oumber of reeordable  cranial
measurements, s 0ol possible to say wherher
iz within the range, meirically, for ¢rania
from the Late Neolithic and Farly Broose Age
in Lritaja.

ther Finels
Flints
103 Knife: adjacent to the et knee of the
skeleten and a deliberate depoasition. The MNake

retains some corfex, The edge of the dorsal
surface has becn retouched around the peri-
eeter and tioy sabsidiary duk Mlake sears him
at wilization, The edges of the flake scars at
the buibar end are diffuse, alsa implying wear,
L. §hmm, W._ 22mm.

Mr. 1. Damont of the Ronald Baden Powell
Quaternary Research Centre, Oxford, kindly
exantined the picce microscopically for micro-
wear races but patination had unfoartunately
destroved any cvidence for use characteristics
which might have exisied {Fig, 3, 1),

The picee has the putling of a plano-convex
Enife {Clark 1932} but lacks the distinctive
overall pressure flaking of this form. Similar
pleces (0 1he Princes Risborough example have
becn noted in Late Meolithic contexts at Dhor
chester, Osom (Ackinsan 1951, Fie. 13, 144,
Durrington, Wilts (Wainwright and  Long-
worlh 19710 Fig, 76, F71) and at South Strect,
Wilts (Smith 1979, Vig. 3Z, 9}. The associ-
ations of Irue plano-convexr knjves suppests
that these may be a later refinement of the
Princes Risborough Torm, although oot neces-
sarily supplanting it.

103 Flake: a single waste Tlake was Tfound
haltway aleog the femuor and may have been a

Fig. 3. Krufe ond flake assovialed with the Buial ff : [y
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deliberate deposit. There is slight uvrilisavion
wear along one edee (lelt in Fig. 3, 23,

Ome other waste fake, 103D was Tound in
the grave fill. From :apsail above the prave
came twid further flakes, a calcined soapped
blade, anod one utilised flakesscraper fragment
all 10E).

Poreery

1038 Sherd: small black ondecorawd sherd
with one smoonth intact surface onty. Angular
tliot grit up o0 3mm in fine sandy Tabrie. This
fabric occorred av the WhiteleaF  barrow
(Childe and Smith 1954, 2211 but i5 2 commeon
Chilterns  prehistong fabric, [0 was found
heneath the skeleton™ ribs and probably incor-
patuted into the grave during backlilling.

Aninrgt fone

A few fragmens of bone from wpsoil and
subsoil aheve the grave were idenuificd by Sue
LErovw e

1RA - caprovid might distal tibia and Bay (pro-
bably scapula fragments), aod one fragment of
nei-human  hone was  among  the  hones
collected by the Finder.

WY capravid vertebra Irom an immaturce
animal .

Canclusion

The Chiltern scarp has in many places been
utilised far early prehistoric burials, particu-
larty where the chalk lies ocar the sorface and
is nat mantled by clay-with-fline., Fig. | shows
barrcw  hurials on the hills around  the
Risborough gap and also prabable burials,
mainly recorded by aerial photography as ring
ditches, on the floor of the valley. A few of
the latter survive as low mounds although
badly ploughed down, All the barrows are
round except far the Whitcleaf Barrow which
was kidney-shaped and probably af earlier
darc thao the others. The map shows a notable
comeeniration of prehistoric activity in the
aree, 2 phenomenon wsed by 1. F, Head to
argue that the valley was an imporwant natural
rouleway to the Thames (Head 1974).

Although no other burials are knowan from
Cuolverteon Hill on which the latest fiod was
made, its dominant positdon in the landscape
supgesis if s more likely o be part of a
cemctery than a single burial. The accompany-
ing knife suggests the burial 1o be Lue Neo-
lithic or possily slightly later, within the range
in radiocarbon years ¢, 2, 100-1, 500 be.
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