BUCKINGHAMSHIRE WATERMILLS

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNTY MUSEUM ARCHAEOLOGICAL GROUP

The object of this gazetteer is to present an
overall view of the former distribution of
watermills in Buckinghamshire. A gazetteer of
windmill sites has already been published in
Recs. Bucks 20 (1978), 516-524. Many people
have had a hand in its compilation and, to
achieve consistency,sthe compilers sought to
answer three specific questions about each
modern civil parish in the county:

1. Was there ever a watermill, or mills, in
this parish?

2. Where were they?

3. When were they operating?

The gazetteer is based on a search of
relatively accessible sources including maps,
local and county histories, field names, etc.,
and, whilst it is thought that the majority of
mills haye been identified, it will be apparent
that there is much scope for further research.
The modern county of Buckinghamshire has
been studied and parishes transferred to ad-
jacent counties, including Eton, Horton, Lins-
lade, Slough and Wraysbury are excluded. The
first of the three maps (Fig. 1) which accom-
pany the gazetteer shows the overall distribu-
tion of watermills plotted by modern civil
parish. The larger-scale maps of the north and
south of the county (Figs. 2 and 3) show the
actual number of mills in each parish and their
siting, with the exception of the unlocated
category 3 mills (see below) whose presence is
indicated by a square.

Mill sites have been grouped into four cate-
gories as follows:

1. Site of mill identifiable to an eight-figure
national grid reference, by authority of an
Ordnance Survey map and occasionally of
extant remains.

2. Mill location known with reasonable
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accuracy from maps other than those of the
Ordnance Survey, or from documentary
sources, occasionally supported by extant
remains or field names,

3. Mill known to exist in parish from docu-
mentary evidence (excepting Domesday), but
location on the ground not known.

4. Probable watermill site deduced from field
name or field observation, or combination of
both,

In view of the difficulty of demonstrating
continuity of site between mills recorded in
Domesday Book and later mills, and also the
vagaries of the Domesday record (Darby 1977,
270-275), the Domesday mills are separately
listed beneath each parish entry, There
remains, however, an element of presumption
concerning continuity of site.  Where, for
example, there is but one mill in a parish in the
fourteenth century and only one mill is referred
to in the eighteenth century, site continuity has
been assumed in view of the capital investment
required for the construction of leats, ponds,
etc. That this assumption may occasionally
prove erroneous has been demonstrated by
excavation of a mill at Caldecotte, Bow Brick-
hill (Petchey 1981) which produced no struc-
tural evidence earlier tham the eighteenth
century despite there being evidence for a
mediaeval mill in the parish. In this instance
two mill sites are presumed to have existed,

The second column of the gazetteer gives a
museum reference number where further detail
relevant to each entry is filed. The dates given
in the two final columns are the earliest and
latest dates at which a mill is known to have
been working on that site utilising water power,
but do not necessarily cover its complete
working life and it is here that further local
research would be particularly useful.



From the mid-nineteenth century many
watermills utilised steam power. Kelly’s
Directory from 1883 onwards conveniently
records which corn mills used steam power,
and the advent of sieam has normally been
given as the terminal date for water-powered
operations at these mills. For paper mills on
the Wye and Thames this information is not so
readily available and the date of introduction
of steam power, if and when it took place, is
less clear. In these cases, where paper products
continued to be manufactured at the mill, the
latest known working date of the mill as a unit
is given unless the last use of water power is
known from another source.

Although the vast majority of mills recorded
in the county were flour mills, paper mills were
of considerable importance on the River Wye
and individual mills were also involved with
paper production at one time or another at
Amersham, Bledlow, Buckingham, Chenies,
Chesham, Great Brickhill, Iver, Lower Win-
chendon, Marlow, Marsworth and Taplow.
Fulling mills are recorded at Chenies, Ches-
ham, Chepping Wycombe, Denham, Latimer,
Medmenham, Newport Pagnell, Newton
Blossomville, Taplow, Tyringham and Wend-
over. At Chalfont St. Peter and probably
Amersham there was a silk mill and at Iver a
cotton mill. A few small mills were con-
structed in the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries for special purposes: for example a
saw mill was powered from the lake at Wot-
ton Underwood, at Denham a tiny mill was
constructed for general farm use including
operation as a swede and chaff cutter, and at
Wexham a water-powered turbine built c. 1865
powered both corn mill and sawmill, It should
be noted that a number of mills changed their
function over the course of time, and some
were capable of milling more than one product.

To an extent the distribution of watermills
complements that of windmills, but in a
number of instances both occur in one parish
and in fourteen parishes, for example Creslow,
Qakley and Fulmer, neither has been recorded,
This may in part be due to boundary changes.

Domesday records 135 mills in Buckingham-
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shire at 78 places; 38% of the places noted in
the survey had mills attributed to them (Darby
1977). Although mills with vertical wheels
have been recorded on a number of sites of the
Roman period in Britain and a late Saxon
example is recorded at Old Windsor, a mill
building excavated at Tamworth and dendro-
chronologically dated to A.D. 855 + 9 was
designed for a horizontally-wheeled mill (Rahtz
1981, and Baillie 1982, 180-195 and 259-260)
and small mills of this kind operated recently in
Scotland and Ireland. Either type of mill may
thus be indicated by the Domesday entries,
Both would be accompanied by earthworks
such as mill ponds and leats and in the absence
of a mill building the survival of these earth-
works often provides a useful clue to the
former existence of a mill site, as may the dis-
tribution of stone fish-basket weights (Mynard
1979).

Several mill buildings survive in the county,
including some still used as mills such as Wal-
ton, Aylesbury, However the original water-
powered machinery is believed to have been
removed from the interior of all with the excep-
tion of Castlethorpe, Tingewick, Thornborough
and Ford End Mill at Ivinhgoe, which is cur-
rently undergoing restoration, This mill is
occasionally open to the public.

The gazetteer, despite a great deal of work,
remains a preliminary statement, and supple-
mentary information and corrections would be
welcomed. For those undertaking further
research, attention should be drawn to the
Simmons Collection in the Science Museum
Library, London, which incorporates un-
published Buckinghamshire material, based
largely on that collected by Mr. Stanley Freese,
and which is not otherwise readily available.
Finally, acknowledgement should be made to
the many members of the County Museum
Archaeological Group who contributed to this
survey, in particular to the following who have
been responsible for its final format: Kathy
Edmonds, Joan Elding, Margaret Gornall,
Joyce Mellor and Marjorie Whiteman. In
addition Andrew Pike has made many useful
comments and provided a number of references,

Michael Farley
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Fig. 1, Distribution of Buckinghamshire watermills.

36



BUCKINGHAMSHIRE
WATERMILLS

(NORTHERN)

CATEGORY |

Fig. 2. Watermills in North Buckinghamshire. Civil parishes shown,
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Fig. 3. Watermills in South Buckinghamshire, Civil parishes shown.
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GAZETTEER

Parish N.G,R. Cate- Museum Earliest Latest
gory Ref. Date Date
Amersham A SU 9531 9753 1 2871 c.1600 1935
B SU 9758 9628 1 2871 1768 c.1930
C SU 9640 9713 | 2872 1504 1887
D SU 944 979 2 4211 13th cent. 1768
E - 3 1453 1303 1430
(Domesday - 3 in Amersham)
Aston Clinton SP 879 117 2 4628 1286 1825
(Domesday - 1 in Aston Clinton)
Aylesbury A SP 8139 1369 1 0313 Early 15th cent. 1917
B SP 8275 1387 1 2857 1768 1915
C! SP 841 121 4 5170 - -
(Domesday - 2 in Aylesbury)
Beachampton A SP 764 374 2 1983 1285 1814
B SP 775 380 2 2843 1285 1768
(Domesday - 1 in Beachampton)
Blddlesten A 3] s - c.1278-9
(Domesday - 2 in Biddlesden)
Bierton with Broughton SP 8433 1370 1 2855 1296 1928
(Domesday - 1 in Bierton/Broughton)
Bledlow-cum-Saunderton A SP 7788 0406 1 2862 1264 1876
B’ SP 7788 0298 1 2863 pre 1768 1920
C SP 7960 0209 1 2850 1212 1914
D SP 7687 0437 1 2859 pre 1743 1862
(Domesday - 1 in Bledlow; 3 in Saunderton)
Bletchley A SP 885 360 2 3534/ 1086 1863
3732
B SP 8831 3293 1 3522/ 1228 1939
3733
(Domesday - 1 in Simpson; 1 in Water Eaton)
Bow Brickhill A - 3 3546/ 1208 1526
3 - 3673
B SP 8903 3498 1 3961 c.1675 c.1750
(Domesday - 2 in Bow Brickhill)
Brill SP 650 119 4 5141 - -
(see also Wotton Underwood)
(Domesday - 1 in Brill)
Broughton (Milton Keynes) - 3 3540/ 1447 1623
3822
(Domesday - 1 in Broughton)
Buckingham A SP 7051 3336 1 I5th centL. 1924
B - 3 } 2838 16th cent, .
G - k) 17th cent. -
D SP 6946 3351 1 2842 14th cent. 1911

1. Formerly Weston Turville
2. Formerly Princes Risborough
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Parish N.G.R. Cate- Museum Earliest Latest
gory Ref. Date Date
Buckingham (cont.) E SP 6936 3374 1 1938 1574 1915
(Domesday - 1 in Buckingham)
Burnham/Dorney Su 927 1797 4 4049 1260 1548
SU 9430 8134 1 4050 1268 1875
(now Slough, Berks)
(Domesday - 2 in Burnham)
Castlethorpe SP 7895 4450 1 2832 1550 1915
Chalfont St. Giles SU 9878 9407 1 2874 1247 1887
(Domesday - 3 in Chalfont St. Giles)
Chalfont St. Peter TQ 0008 9098 1 2895 1291 1887
(Domesday - 1 in Chalfont St. Peter)
Chenies A TQ 0150 9871 1 2876 12th cent, c.1914
B SU 9979 9860 1 2875 1323 1335
Chepping Wycombe A SU 9042 9012 1 2879 1235 1862
B SU 9014 %079 1 2877 1483 1935
C SU 8999 9056 1 2279 1682 1894
D SU 9027 9036 1 2878 1767 1970
E SU B8990 9104 1 dadad 1725 1960
Chesham A SP 9789 0026 1 1766 17th cent. 1935
B SP 9695 0039 1 1831 17th cent. 1935
C SP 9646 0072 1 1832 17th cent. 1903
D SU 984 994 2 1844 1310 1864
E SP 9607 0103 1 1842 1768 pre 1864
F SU 980 997 2 2202 1323 1842
G - 3 1914 c.1148 1579
H - 3 5157 c.1166 1322
(Domesday - 4 in Chesham)
Chesham Bois (Domesday - 1 in Chesham Bois, probably Chesham D or E
above)
Chetwode SP 6464 2840 1 5137 1785 1814
(Domesday - 1 in Chetwode)
Chicheley - 3 1480 14th cent. -
Clifton Reynes SP 8972 5082 2 4805 1544 1768
{(Domesday - 1% in Clifton Reynes)
Cuddington SP 7290 1105 1 2839 1588 1935
Denham A TQ 0442 8671 1 2893 1388 1892
B TQ 0518 8483 1 2894 1303 1915
C TQ 0506 8473 1 4372 1370 1911
D TQ 0260 8754 1 5193 c,1820 mid 20th cent,
(Domesday - 2 in Denham)
Dinton-with-Ford & Upton - = 5138 . -
(Domesday - 1 in Dinton)
Drayton Beauchamp - 3 5140 1311 -
Edlesborough SP 9826 1915 1 2896 1270 1939
(see also Ivinghoe B)
(Domesday - 2 in Edlesborough)
Ellesborough SP 8314 0714 1 2849 1755 1931
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Parish N.G.R. Cale- Museum Earliest Latest
gory Ref. Date Date
Emberton SP 883 504 3 5284 1276 =
Farnham Royal SU 9662 8021 1 2892 1560 c.1868
(now Slough, Berks)
(Domesday - 1 in Farnham Royal)
Fleet Marston SP 777 163 4 0658 pre 1694 -
Gayhurst SP 8536 4511 4 1339 1279 17th cent,
(Domesday - 1 in Gayhurst)
Gerrards Cross (formerly 1ver) TQ 0109 8855 1 1407 1348 1825
Granborough See Winslow A and B
Great Brickhill A SP 8920 2934 2 2335 1251 1824
B SP 8855 3087 1 2001 1610 1939
(Domesday - 2 in Great Brickhill)
Great and Little Kimble SP 8201 0922 1 0388 1285 1928
(Domesday - 1 in Little Kimble)
Great Missenden SU 9085 9950 1 2844 13th cent. 1887
Grove SP 9219 2262 1 0044 1197 1824
Haddenham SP 7196 0723 1 4064 1814 1967
(Domesday - 2 in Haddenham)
Halton SP B65 094 2 5158 1768 1798
(Domesday - 1 in Halton)
Hambleden SU 7844 8503 1 0866 1236 1931
(Domesday - 1 in Hambleden)
Hanslope SP 768 478 4 5142 1279 -
(Domesday - 1 in Hanslope)
Hardwick SP 801 197 4 5038 Late 13th cent. -
Hartwell SP 7935 1414 1 4096 1315 1928
(Domesday - 1 in Hartwell)
Haversham-cum-Little A SP B383 4354 1 2831 1768 c. 1880
Linford B SP B34 427 3 5009 15th cent. c.1764
= 3 5017 14th cent. -
(Domesday - 1 in Haversham; 1 in Little Linford)
Hedsor See Wooburn G and H
High Wycombe A SU 8705 9276 1 2278 1185 1928
B SU 8771 9240 1 2868 1411 1928
£ s 3 5171 1200 1235
D SU 87%0 9212 1 2880 1759 1935
E SU 8746 9260 1 2881 1346 1931
F  8SU 8653 9290 1 2882 1185 1931
G SU 8600 9339 I 1220 1596 1899
H SU 8631 9315 1 2412 1250 1887
I SU 8881 9155 | 2484 1740 1500
J SU 8880 9195 1 2864 1133 c.1898
K SU 8830 9220 I 2865 1748 1928
L SU 8373 9415 | 2866 1311 1849
M3 SU 8490 9384 2 1208 1503 1915
N3 SU 8443 9400 1 2867 1681 1903
0 SU 8550 9363 I 2869 1717 1883

3, Formerly West Wycombe
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Parish

N.G.R. Cate- Museum Earliest Latest

gory Ref. Date Date

High Wycombe (cont.)
Hillesden

Horsenden
Hughenden

Hulcott
Iver

Ivinghoe

Kingsey
Latimer
Lavendon

Leckhampstead

Lillingstone Dayrell
Little Brickhill
Little Horwood
Little Marlow

Little Missenden
Long Crendon

Longwick-cum-Ilmer

Loughton
Lower Winchendon

Ludgershall
Maids Moreton

Marlow

4. Formerly Horsenden

W OO

Wy W Oup

0w

(Domesday - 6 in High Wycombe; 3 in West Wycombe)
SP 695 274 3 5143 Late 13th cent. -
(Domesday - 1 in Hillesden)

See Longwick-cum-Ilmer C

SU 864 950 2 4497 1279 1832
SP 8565 1709 2 1979 1322 1768
TQ 041 815 2 2829 c.1547 pre 1850
TQ 0484 7942 1 2834 1544 1903
TQ 048 814 2 2830 1230 c.1865
TQ 0288 7715 1 2891 1274 1903

(Domesday - 3 in Iver)

SP 9408 1650 1 0464 1231 present

SP 9625 1843 2 5176 - ¢, 1768

(see also Edlesborough)

SP 7402 0637 1 0632 late 13th cent. 1895

See Chenies B and Chesham F

SP 9054 5249 1 2826 1246 1939

SP 9379 5427 4 4797 late 13th cent, 1323
(same as B)

(Domesday - 2 in Lavendon)

- 3 5144 1205 1279

- 3 5145 1279 18th cent.

(Domesday - 1 in Leckhampstead)

- 3 1288 1610

. 3l s14 g 1706

- ; 3 5285 1315 17th cent.

SP 7922 3092 2 0081 13th cent. 1824

- - 5172 - -

(Domesday - 1 in Little Marlow)

SU 9278 9890 1 2870 1352 1920

SP 7123 0867 1 4059 17th cent. 1924

(Domesday - 1 in Long Crendon)

SP 7922 0423 1 2860 17th cent. 1939

SP 7599 0500 2 2861 1328 1343
SP 796 027 4 2322 mid 16th cent. 1813
(Domesday - 1 in Ilmer; 1 in Horsenden)

SP 833 1373 2 3683 c.1204 1599
SP 7380 1208 1 2841 1814 1911
(Domesday - 1 in Lower Winchendon)

SP 658 170 4 5146 -

SP 7170 3439 1 2837 1279 1915
(Domesday - 1 in Maids Moreton)

SU 8554 8612 1 2890 13th cent. 1941
(Domesday - 1 in Great Marlow)
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Parish N.G.R. Cate- Museurn Earlies! Latest
gory Ref. Date Date
Marsworth A SP 919 140 2 2225 1768 1862
B SP 9158 1437 1 1263 1292 1825
C = 3 5163 1571 -
(Domesday - 3 in Marsworth)
Medmenham SU 8082 8439 1 4544 pre 1263 pre 1887
Milton Keynes/ SP 883 377 4 3526/ pre 1313 pre 1446
Woughton on the Green 3730
(Domesday - 1 in Milton Keynes)
Monks Risborough See Princes Risborough C
Moulsoe - - 5147 - -
(Domesday - 1 in Moulsoe)
Mursley SP B112 2814 4 1655 1252 1349
Newport Pagnell A SP BB43 4265 1 2833 pre 1539 1824
B SP 8764 4415 1 4874 1479 1899
C SP 876 435 4 4677 1622 -
(Domesday - 3 in Newport Pagnell)
Newton Blossomville SP 9261 5166 2 1275 17th cent. 1811
(Domesday - 1 in Newton Blossomville)
North Crawley SP 936 452 2 4788 1211
(Domesday - 1 in North Crawley)
Olney SP 8905 5088 1 2827 1824 1939
(Domesday - 1 in Olney)
Oving/North Marston SP 7843 2369 2 1322 1291 .
Padbury SP 7095 2995 1 2845 1768 1923
(Domesday - 1 in Padbury)
Pitstone SP 9424 1605 1 1264 1231 1911
Preston Bissett SP 6740 2680 1 2847 1252 1920
(Domesday - | in Preston Bissett)
Princes Risborough A SP 7988 0339 1 2858 early 17th cent, 1939
B SP 8018 0259 1 2856 1317 1939
C* SP B100 0458 1 2848 1768 1915
(see also Longwick-cum-Ilmer A)
(Domesday - 1 in Princes Risborough)
Radclive SP 6771 3385 2 2840 1243 1911
(Domesday - 1 in Radclive)
Ravenstone SP 8546 4861 1 2828 1620 1883
(Domesday - 1 in Ravenstone)
Shabbington SP 667 065 2 5148 1683 1814
(Domesday - 1 in Shabbington)
Shalstone - 3 5149 1255 1416
Shenley Brook End - - 3523/ - .
3791
(Domesday - 2 in Westbury Manor, Shenley)
Sherington SP 883 454 2 4772 1240 c. 1284

5. Formerly Monks Risborough

(Domesday - 1 in Sherington)
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Parish N.G.R. Cate- Museum Earliest Latest
gory Ref. Date Date
Slapton SP 9369 2139 1 2346 1291 c.1885
Soulbury A  SP 8966 2847 1 2017 1550 1907
B - 3 5181 - pre 1862
(Domesday - 2 in Soulbury)
Stantonbury A SP 8348 4276 4 3803 pre 1326 1721
B (same as A) 1653 1721
C (same as A) 1653 1721
D (same as A) 1721 -
(Domesday - 1 in Stantonbury)
Steeple Claydon SP 695 274 3 5150 13th cent. 1556
Stewkley A SP 851 239 4 5151 1249 -
B - 3 0418 1638 -
Stoke Goldington - 3 4539 1235
Stoke Hammond - 3 5152 1610
(Domesday - 1 in Stoke Hammond)
Stoke Mandeville SP 837 098 2 2846 1628 1853
(Domesday - 1 in Stoke Mandeville)
Stoke Poges SU 968 B804 2 5166 - c.1847
(now Slough, Berks)
(Domesday - 1 in Stoke Poges)
Stowe A SP 6696 3773 1 5212 . 1935
B SP 6666 3640 4 5213 - -
C SP 6700 3585 4 5214 - -
D SP 678 370 3 5215 1226 1718
Taplow A SU 9043 B199 1‘ 4411 1304 1864
B SU 9043 8199 1 1304 1939
Thornborough SP 7350 3535 1 2836 1240 1940
(Domesday - 1 in Thornborough)
Thornton A SP 751 364 2 1242 1850
B - 3 } 5153 - -
4, = 3 - -
(Domesday - 1 in Thorntomn)
Tingewick SP 6630 3405 1 2458 1291 1966
(Domesday - 1 in Tingewick)
Turweston SP 6007 3803 | 4909 1302 1907
(Domesday - 1 in Turweston)
Twyford SP 6558 2703 1 2535 1321 1903
Tyringham-with-Filgrave SP 859 486 3 1357 late 13th cent. 1782
Waddesdon A SP 768 135 2 0855 11th cent. 1640
B SP 765 134 4 4112 1198 1324
Y 3 5155 18th cent. -
(Domesday - 1 in Waddesdon)
Water Stratford - 3 5156 1278 c.1349
(Domesday - 1 in Water Stratford)
Wendover A SP 871 075 4 5167 1295 1562
B SP 8700 0781 1 4020 1295 1824
C SP 866 092 2 4021 pre 1768 1824
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Plate

Ta

Little Woolstone Mill ‘North’. 1937 (S.H. Freese).
Woolstone-cum-Willen A.

Bowden Mill, High Wycombe. 1939 (S.H. Freese),
High Wycombe K.



Plate ITb Lord's Mill, Chesham. Pre 1920
Chesham C.



Parish N.G.R. Cate- Museum Earliest Latest
gory Ref. Date Date
Wendover (cont.) D - 3 5168 1411 1555
E - 3 5169 1296 16th cent.
(Domesday - 2 in Wendover)
Westbury A SP 6387 3479 2 4027 pre 1263 1824
B SP 6193 3561 1 2835 1615 1939
(Domesday - 1 in Westbury)
Weston Turyille A SP 8615 1081 1 0692 1146 1938
B SP 8575 1030 4 4127 - -
C SP 8598 1062 4 4128 - -
(see also Aylesbury C)
(Domesday - 4 in Weston Turville)
West Wycombe See High Wycombe L-O
Wexham TQ 0047 8286 1 5203 c.1865 ¢.1950
(Water-powered turbine driving sawmill and cornmill)
Whitchurch SP 7998 2030 1 2851 1263 1911
Wing SP 8752 2172 1 4452 15th cent, 1825
Winslow A? SP 756 259 “ 5112 16th cent. -
B? SP 772 266 4 5113 16th cent, s
(see also Granborough)
Wolverton A SP 7835 4033 1 3651 1581 1915
B SP 7949 4114 1 3515/ 1198 1928
3690
C SP 817 423 2 3516/  late 15th cent, 1837
3691
D SP 806 419 2 3801 pre 1813 =
(Domesday - 2 in Wolverton; 1 in Calverton)
Wooburn A SU 9100 8997 1 2883 1819 <. 1893
B (same as for A) 1764 1842
C 8U 9130 8950 1 2884 1235 1960
D SuU 9160 8895 1 2885 1631 1919
E SU 9080 8770 1 2886 1705 present
F SU 9009 8736 1 2887 1730 1922
G SU 8978 8717 I 2888 1705 1862
H SU 8962 867D 1 2889 1492 c.1939
I  SU 8948 8643 1 1188 1724 1940
J (same as for I) 1492 1918
(Domesday - 11 in Wooburn, including 3 in Lude Manor)
Woodham SP 704 183 3 2965 1291 1337
Woolstone-cum-Willen A SP 8766 3937 3520/ 1316 1920
3736
B? SP 876 386 2 3518/ - -
3676
C SP 881 409 2 3540/ 1190 1822
3826

Wotton Underwood

Woughton on the Green

(Domesday - 1 in Great Woolstone; 1 in Little Woolstone)
SP 6765 1690 1 2853 1862 -
(see also Brill)
See Milton Keynes)
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