
The history of individual farming enterprises and of farming families has been generally neglected. The appearance of other studies, similar to this one of Pitstone Green, would therefore be a welcome development, although it is realized that the particular blend of local farming knowledge and historical interpretation that has produced this volume is unusual. Certainly the Pitstone Local History Society's museum with its collections of farm implements, craft tools and domestic items, photographs and documents is a rare, if not unique, local enterprise. It is based on co-operation between a farmer with long established roots in the area and the volunteers from Pitstone and neighbouring villages, whose knowledge and enthusiam has already contributed much to the restoration of the oldest windmill still standing in Britain. This book indicates above all, the value of an intelligent interpretation of surviving record material. A list of the farm records consulted would help other historians and this addition, with the provision of a Hawkins family tree, might be considered if the book goes into a second edition as a result of the success it surely deserves to achieve. 
J. S. CREASEY, Institute of Agricultural History, University of Reading. 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE RECORD OFFICE: ANNUAL REPORT AND LIST OF ACCESSIONS 1978. Confronted with the annual report of a record repository, one cannot help beginning by scanning the acquisitions, to find out what exciting things have come in. In the year under review, the Chequers muniments were safely gathered in. The material they contain for the history of the estate itself is disappointing, but Henry Lily's superb estate map, which was transferred many years ago from the housekeeper's room at Chequers to grace the hall of the Record Office, is no mean consolation. Beaconsfield has yielded up some important documents from its parish chest, with churchwardens' and other parochial accounts going back to the seventeenth century. The estate, Church and sundry papers as listed form a corpus of no great bulk. But when one turns to the report itself, one is aghast to learn of the gigantic size and weight of the records awaiting admission: the records of the district councils within Milton Keynes weigh several tons; the Planning Department of the County Council wants to rid itself of over a hundren linear feet of files; and these are only examples. But all is well: we are in good hands and all these horrible problems get sorted out; yet the small staff contrives to keep in reserve an ample stock of time, patience and good humour, to sort out the problems of its visitors, and assist them in their researches. G.R.E. 

OBITUARY 
DAME KATHLEEN KENYON. The Society lost one of its most distinguished members by the death, in August 1978, of Dame Kathleen Kenyon, aged 72. The daughter of Sir Frederick Kenyon, head of the British Museum, she was born in 1902, educated at St Paul's Girls School and Somerville College, Oxford. One of the foremost archaeologists of her time, she was Director of the British School of Archaeology in Jerusalem 1951 - 66, having been Acting Director (1944 - 49) of the Council of British Archaeology. From 1962 - 73 she was Principal of St Hugh's College, Oxford. She worked for the Red Cross during the last war. Dame Kathleen, who served on the Society's Council 19 56 - 65, received many academic honours and was created D.B.E. in 1973. E.V. 
F. W. BATESON. Frederick Wilse Bateson, who died in his 77th year, was educated at Charterhouse and Trinity College, Oxford; he was for many years Fellow and Tutor in English Literature at Corpus Christi College. He was Editor of the Cambridge Bibliography of English Literature and, in 1951, founded the influential quarterly Essays in Criticism which he edited until 1974. During the war he 
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worked for the Bucks War Agricultural Committee and was agricultural correspondent of both the Observer and the New Statesman for some years after the war: He was a keen supporter of and lecturer for the W.E.A. and in 1977 actually joined the writer's local history course at Brill as a pupil! He was a member of the Society for many years and in 1966 published A Short History of Brill. E.V. 
MRS. J. M. GRIMMITT who died in 1977 was the mainstay of the Natural History Section for a quarter of a century. She took over as secretary in 19 51 and served until 1965, but right up to her husband Howard's death in 1976, continued to take a very active interest. She served on the Society's Council 1951 - 75 where her practical advice was always appreciated. Janet and Howard will be much missed ont only in the Society but also in Wendover where many other organisations will miss their ability and enthusiam. E.V. 
G. K. TULL, who died suddenly in December 1977, was a Schoolmaster living at Haversham, who did much for local history in the north of the county. At the time of his premature death he had been Chairman of Wolverton Archaeological Society for some years. E.V. 
DR GORDON WYATT who died in February 1978 worked as a scientist for British Rail and devoted his leisure to local history. He wrote two articles for Records, one on Civil War finance and the other a definitive account of George Lipscomb's life and work. His valuable book, Maps ofBuckinghamshire, was published post-humously by Barracuda Books. Everything he did was thorough. The Society Will remember him for his generous bequest of historical manuscripts, notes on the Civil War and a large collection of Buckinghamshire prints . E.M.E. 

Other deaths recorded in 1978 were G. Beesley, A.J. Bower, M.S. Freeman, G.F. Glover, A.W.K. Stratford and H.M. Terry. 

THE SOCIETY 
MEMBERSHIP. At the annual general meeting on 15th April Mr. Rex Wailes, F.S.A., a long-standing member and a leading authority on windmills, was elected an additional Vice-President. A former Vice-President, Dame Kathleen Kenyon, died during the year. The level of general membership has been maintained after the pronounced increase during 1977. 
COUNCIL. Five meetings have been held under the chairmanship of Mr. Max Davies. Much time was spent on the question of insurance of the Society's property. Two members of Council have taken responsibility for sales of current and past issues of Records of Buckinghamshire and of offprints. Their efforts are showing good results. 
LEGACIES. It was decided to devote Sir Eric Ansorge's legacy to research towards the updating of Macrolepidoptera of Bucks. During the year Dr. Gordon Wyatt, long an active member, died and left the Society his valuable collection of Buckinghamshire papers. Sadly, he did not live to supervise the publication of his planned authoritative Maps of Bucks., which appeared under other editorial hands. 
NEWSLETTER. Mr. E. J. Bull has continued to edit the Newsletter , sent to all members in April and October ; many appreciations of this service to members have been received. 
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