
A MEDIAEVAL EARTHWORK AT STOKENCHURCH 

This small banked enclosure, approximately ninety metres long and thirty metres wide, was found 
several years ago by the writer whilst following the tracks and footpaths on the West Wycombe Estate. 
The site is situated to the south of the A40 High Wycombe to Oxford road within the western bound-
ary of the West Wycombe Estate, which appears to follow the same line as that on the estate map 
drawn by John Richardson in 1767 (see Fig. 1). It is also in part of Stokenchurch formerly in the 
parish of Aston Rowant, in Oxfordshire until 1896. 

The site overlooks a dry valley and is cut diagonally by the 525' contour line. Its western bound-
ary is a bank and ditch which is shown on all the Ordnance Survey maps as a boundary line. 



Fig. 2. Earthwork at Stokenchurch. 

Mr. and Mrs. S. Cauvain and the writer surveyed the site immediately prior to the felling of the 
beechwood in which it was situated, (see Fig. 2). The circular area marked on the plan as "roof-tiles" 
was about three metres in diameter with the peg-tiles pitched at an angle into the ground round the 
base of a beech tree, possibly indicating a collapsed roof. There was no sign of house platforms 
within the enclosure, although surface finds here included sherds of thirteenth to fourteenth century 
date and shaped flint for building use. More roof-tiles, mediaeval sherds and cut flint were scattered 
to the south and east of the enclosure. Unfortunately the site was already much disturbed by the 
two saw pits and the larger pit shown on Fig. 2. The boundary bank on the south side was incom-
plete. Other pits, not shown, lie within the south boundary of Dell's Wood as does also a partly 
banked enclosure — a coppice - which appears on all the Ordnance Survey maps. 

From the few sherds recovered f rom the site, it is presumed that it was occupied in the thirteenth 
and fourteenth centuries, the tiles and flint indicating permanent building(s) which may have been 
in existence at that date. The site is now enclosed and is part of a plantation of conifers. 

B. D. EASTERBROOK 

NOTE: It has, I believe, been suggested that this is the site of the lost hamlet of Fastendich. We know, 
however, from the Dormer muniments in the Warwickshire Record Office, that Sir John Donne 
and his predecessors in title back into the fourteenth century held Fastendich with Saunderton 
St. Mary and most of Saunderton St. Nicholas.1 The deeds describe Fastendich as lying in West 
Wycombe and held of the bishop of Winchester as of his manor there. 

In Domesday Book, Saunderton St. Mary was held of the bishop of Bayeux by Roger, the 
antecessor of the Turvilles of Weston Turville, and the half-hide that he held in West Wycombe 
may safely be identified with Fastendich.2 It was not alleged in 1086 that any feudal relationship 
subsisted between Roger and the bishop of Winchester, the lord of West Wycombe, but before the 
Conquest, the holder of Fastendich could not sell it out of that manor. 

There is yet another Domesday estate in Desborough hundred that no serious attempt has been 
made to identify. In Estone, it was said, two men held half a hide of Miles Crispin; there was land 
there, and meadow, for half a plough, and two tenants had that . 3 The description need not here 
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be carried further. 
Now the only possibility that I can suggest of any land lying or gelding within the hundred of 

Desborough in any vill called Estone or Aston is that it was an outlier of Stokenchurch, then a 
hamlet in the vill of Aston Rowant. It is highly probable that it is this that Mrs. Easterbrook has 
discovered, and that it is to be identified with a hamlet called Pilsedich, Piseledich and the like in 
the thirteenth century.4 There may originally have been some link with Saunderton St. Nicholas, 
but it appears later on among the de Hedsor fees. 

We need not be disturbed at the thought of land in Oxfordshire gelding in Buckinghamshire. 
It was a sensible arrangement, paralleled elsewhere: in Beaconsfield for instance, half a hide which 
lay in Hertfordshire also gelded in our county. 

G. R. E. 

1. A. R. 896. 
2. fo. 150a. 
3. fo. 144b. 
4. e.g. Feet of Fines, Bucks, ed. Hughes, Bucks Rec. Soc., p. 101, no. 7. 


