
LECTURES. In the autumn of 1968 the following lectures were held at Hampden Hall, Stoke Mandeville, all of which were well supported. 12th October Greater Houses of Buckinghamshire. Elliott Viney. 9th November History in the Hedge. Dr. Max Cooper. 7th December Excavations at Ivinghoe Beacon, 1963-5. ProfessorS. S. Frere. 
E.V. 

OBITUARY 
IT is a sad coincidence to have to record the deaths of two Lord Lieutenants of the County, both of whom were Vice-Presidents of the Society. 
SIR HENRY AUBREY FLETCHER, c.v.o., o.s.o., 6th Baronet, died on 2nd June 1969 aged 81. The Fletcher family were originally from Cumberland and the 4th baronet, Sir Henry's uncle, inherited the Aubrey estates of Boarstall, Brill, Chilton and Dorton in 1903. Sir Henry served in the Grenadier Guards in both world wars and wrote the history of that regiment. He served as High Sheriff of Bucks, in 1925 and was Lord Lieutenant from 1954-61. He was also Lieutenant of the Corps of Gentlemen-atArms (the Queen's Bodyguard) in 1957. He was a member of the County Council for thirty years including a long spell as Chairman of the Finance Committee. He will be particularly remembered in the county for founding in 1957 the Bucks. Historic Churches Trust; this was very much his creation and the success of the Trust is largely due to his enthusiasm and thoroughness (for the initial Appeal, he personally signed and addressed 13,000 letters). Under the pen name of Henry Wade he wrote a long and successful series of detective stories; many of them have a County setting, are notable especially for the accurate knowledge of police procedure they display. 
SIR HENRY FLOYD, c .o., c.B.E. , 5th Baronet, was born in 1899 and died as a result of a riding accident, in November 1968. He had been Lord Lieutenant since 1961. His ancestors had been in the Army or Navy for many generations and he himself joined the 15/19 Hussars and served in France in 1918. He left the Army to become a director of Christies, but rejoined in 1939 and by 1944 was Chief of Staff, 8th Army. Sir Henry was a man of great energy and enthusiasm, he was chairman or president of many local organisations but was never a figurehead, working hard himself and inspiring others to do the same. 
MR. R. C. HAZELL died on 6th January 1969 aged 93. He was the son of the founder of Hazell, Watson & Viney the Aylesbury printing firm of which he was Chairman 1929-50. He lived at Walton Grange, Aylesbury, for many years and latterly at Terriers House and at Prestwood, He was a County Councillor and Alderman and played a leading part in helping to save and restore Baylis House at Slough. He was a former Trustee of the Society. 
VISCOUNT KEMSLEY, G.B.E., formerly Sir Gomer Berry, was one of three brothers from South Wales, all of whom became famous newspaper proprietors. He was the owner and editor in chief of the Sunday Times, 1937-59. He served as High Sheriff of Bucks. in 1929 and lived at Dropmore during the latter part of his life. He was 84 when he died in 1968. 
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Other members whose deaths have been notified are Mrs. M. H. Clarke (wife of F. W. Clarke, a former assistant secretary), Mrs. W. Jones, T. P. Oakley, Mrs. C. Pendle, Miss Winning Read the artist (of Cuddington), and Miss D. Spratt. 
E.V. 

NATURAL HISTORY SECTION 
THE Committee would like to record its grateful thanks to Lady Barlow who was Chairman of the Natural History Section from the time of its inception in 1947 until 1968 when she resigned the Chairmanship. Lady Barlow is a botanist in her own right and the society has profited greatly from her leadership. In the past eighteen months thirteen outings and eight lectures were arranged: 27th April, 1968. A walk round Tring Reservoirs when, amongst other spring migrants, we saw the sedge warbler and the reed warbler. 5th May. Coombe Hill, Ivinghoe Beacon, Pitstone and Long Marston were visited to study the geology of the Chilterns. 6th July. Some of our members spent part of the morning and the afternoon in recording the flora on Bledlow Cop. 18th August. A walk in the Wotton Lakes area to record butterflies. 8th September. The flowers found which were of special interest, when walking on the hills behind Boswells, were the Chiltern Gentian ( Gentianella germanica); Common Helleborine (Epipactis helleborine); Yellow Birdsnest (Monotropa hypopitys); Ploughman's Spikenard (lnula conyza) and Yellow-wort (Blackstonia perfoliata). The fungus Earth-star (Geastrum triplex) was also found. Before starting on the walk we were very much indebted to Lady Barlow for allowing us to wander round the garden at Boswells where there are many rare and beautiful flowers to be seen. 28th September. Owing to the bad weather during this month very few fungi were seen when we visited Penn Woods. 19th October. A talk on the Thames and the Thames Conservancy by Mr. A. F. Compton. 9th November. "History in the Hedge" by Dr. Max Hooper. This meeting was held at Hampden Hall, and was particularly well attended. 7th December. Members' afternoon. 4th January 1969. Mr. A. Woodward showed his latest film oflocal natural history. 25th January. "A study of local birds-1948/68" by Mr. V. J. Scott. 22nd February. Miss P. Hager gave a talk on badgers and showed us a film of the Nature Trail at Asbridge. 8th March. A talk on moths by Mr. A. Wootton. 22nd March. A talk on clouds by Sq/L E. G. Gates. 19th April. Members met at Asbridge to walk round the Nature Trail. This was a follow up of the talk given by Miss Hager in February. 21st May. An evening walk along a disused railway track near Wotton Station. We saw a large number of Green-winged Orchids (Orchis morio) and also heard the nightingale. 1st June. Millfield Wood was visited to see the Herb Paris (Paris quadrifolia) and Lily of the Valley (Convallaria majalis). From there members went on to Clappins Plantation at Northdean to see Fly Orchids (Ophrys insectifera) and Adder's Tongue (Ophioglossum vulgatum). 
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