
THE MUSEUM 
WORK was begun in 1961 on the reorganization of the Museum galleries, and by the 
end of the year the new displays in the Prehistoric Gallery were completed. Much 
material has been exhibited for the first time, including most of Mr. J. F. Head's 
important loan of prehistoric antiquities. In addition, work done on the listing of 
material from the county in other museums has led to the loan by the London Museum 
of an iron sword with scabbard and a bronze rapier from the River Thames at Datchet 
and a re-used tip of a bronze dirk from Langley, and to the exchange with the 
Cambridge University Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology of a bronze rapier 
from Brickhill. The galleries on the ground floor were redecorated and the interior 
lighting of the cases improved, which has much enhanced the appearance of the 
material displayed. 

Considerable efforts have been made to build up the archaeological collections, 
and as a result there have been numerous and important accessions of this type of 
material, particularly from the north of the county, which had hitherto been under-
represented. Mention should be made of the large quantity of material found in the 
Emberton Gravel Pit over a number of years, which has been generously either given 
or lent by Hoveringham Gravels Ltd., and in particular of an interesting group of 
twelfth-century pottery and other medieval material which was rescued during the 
summer from a site which was probably a wharf. It is hoped to publish a full account 
of this discovery in the next number of the Records. A number of bygones have also 
been received, and amongst these are an interesting series of drainage tiles and a 
drainage level given by Mr. E. Bailey. 

The number of visitors during 1961 was 18,232 compared with 26,073 in the 
previous year. This decrease is mainly due to there being no major temporary exhibi-
tion of wide popular appeal during 1961 and to the Art Gallery not being available 
for exhibitions during the latter part of the year. 

In the earlier part of the year the Aylesbury Art Society and the Aylesbury Associa-
tion held their Annual Exhibitions as usual. Other temporary exhibitions were 
borrowed from the Victoria and Albert Museum and the Arts Council, whilst there 
were also two interesting exhibitions from local collections: in June a part of Mr. 
Clive Rouse's collection of Chinese armorial porcelain was exhibited, and in Novem-
ber some of Mr. Hayward Parrott's collection of transfer-printed earthenware. 

C.N.G. 

REVIEW 
A HISTORY OF THE PARISH CHURCH OF CHALFONT ST. GILES 

by H. Adams Clarke (8| x 5 | in. paper covers, pp. VIII + 97. Obtainable from 
the author, Pierscourt, Beaconsfield, Bucks. 16/- + 9d. postage). 
This is a most detailed and learned essay on the history of a parish church and 

of matters of all sorts concerning parish life. A work on such a scale can only be 
justified by its being well done; Mr. Adams Clarke has done it very well indeed. 

He has produced a well-balanced book, describing the fabric and its development, 
the fittings and the ornaments. He gives a list of rectors with valuable biographical 
notes, and notices the parish officers. His work is based throughout on the records, 
parochial and diocesan, which he has handled with skill and frequently quotes. It 
is to be hoped that this book will become as widely known as it deserves to be. 

G.R.E. 
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Attention should be drawn to THE CHILTERNS by J. T. Coppock (The Geo-
graphical Association, 1962, 5s.), which is No. 4 of the series British Landscape 
through Maps and deals with theareacoveredby theOrdnanceSurvey one-inch Chilterns 
map. Following a description of the physical landscape, there is a section on the 
human geography sketching the development of the rural landscape from the 
earliest to modern times. There are twelve informative plates, mainly aerial 
photographs. 

THE SOCIETY 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

This was held on 25th March, 1961, at the Museum. There were no changes in the 
officers of the Society. On the same day a visit was made to Doddershall Park, by 
invitation of our Vice-President, Ivy, Lady Pigott-Brown, who showed a large and 
appreciative party round her most interesting house; we were particularly glad to 
have with us that day our senior Member, Sir Everard Duncombe, Bart., who joined 
the Society in January, 1908. 

OUTING 
In addition to the Doddershall visit, there was another good gathering on 22nd 

July, when we went to Dorney Court and Eton College. At Dorney we were shown 
round by our member, Colonel P. D. S. Palmer, whose family have lived there for 
300 years; the church, on which much excellent restoration work has been done in 
recent years, was also much admired. After lunch we were welcomed at Eton by the 
Headmaster, who gave a delightfully erudite and witty introductory talk, after which 
we toured the main buildings in three parties. 

LECTURES 
Some lectures were arranged early in the year, but due to uncertainty about the 

availability of the Baker Room, none was held in the autumn; it is hoped to resume 
regular lectures in 1962, but possibly in other centres apart from Aylesbury. 
OBITUARY 

The deaths of the following members were notified in 1961: 
Rev. A. G. Birch, Mrs. K. C. Challinor, Mr. A. H. Egginton, Mr. G. S. Gant, 
Mrs. L. M. High, Mr. E. F. Richardson and Mr. E. J. Rowlandson. 

Mr. Sheffield Neave, c.M.G., O.B.E., of the well-known Essex family, was Secre-
tary of the Zoological Society, 1942-52, and Director of the Imperial Institute of 
Etomology, 1942-46. 

Mr. Charles W. Ivatts was a well-known and much-respected Aylesbury resident; 
he was the seventh generation of his family to have run the family shoemaking busi-
ness in Kingsbury, founded by his great-great-great-great grandfather in 1723 and 
still on the same site although now in other hands. (See advertisement in Centenary 
Number of Records, Vol. XV, 1.) E.V. 

PARISH REGISTERS 
The Registers of the following parishes, beginning in the years indicated, have 

been deposited with the Society for safe custody. 
Chilton, 1690 
Dorton, 1694 
Grandborough, 1538 
Hawridge, 1785 A.V.W. 

90 


