
ments. Charles also sympathised in his advocacy o{ authority over the external actions of Ministers and congregations. Within a year of becoming Archbishop of Canterbury, Laud announced his intention of visiting the diocese of Lincoln metropolitically. This was, of course, part of a continuous programme of activity during the years 1634-37 and was aimed at forcing conformity. Mr. Brinkworth shows that the clerical standards were high, only one incumbent being entered as non-resident and only one solitary instance of drunkenness or indeed of any of the grosser sins is found. This latter concerned Rober.t Evans, vicar of West Wycombe, who "was so distempered with drink that coming to Church for evening prayer on St. John's Day last he could not read evening prayer". There are a number of cases of neglected services on Wednesdays and Fridays; of omission to wear the surplice; and thirty-six cases in which it was questioned whether curates were licensed to serve cures. It is interesting to note that the fabrics of six.ty-two churches were in need of general repair and whilst the bulk of the trouble was quite routine matters of floor and roof, it is recorded .that at Moulsloe the windows suffer from children "that play at catt and stoole ball in the Churchyard Sundaies and holidayes usually". Several examples of defectiveness of the Holy Table and communion cups, Font covers, pulpits and poor boxes are reported. The laity came in for considerable criticism on matters of Church attendance, indulgence in sports and games during service time and misbehaviours in Church such as not kneeling at the required times; not standing at the Creed and Gospel; leaving a hat on the Holy Table; sitting in service time with hats on and sleeping. Quarrels over rights to seats seem to have been frequent, and mild forms of brawling are also mentioned. Striking, swearing, cutting a seat, scolding, disturbing the church wardens and fighting in sermon time occur. :Profanation of the churchyard is found at three places; at North Marston, where two men strike each other with cudgels; at Okeley, where a quarrel arises out of a game of dice; and at Risborough, where a man is arrested as he comes out of Church. Almost a quarter of the cases mentioned concern incontinence. For the more serious misdemeanours penance was usually ordered. As the author rightly points out, the years of Archbishop Laud's rule saw a remarkable tightening up of discipline and his visitation was far from being "like a passing wind and no more". T.A.H. 

THE MUSEUM 
GENERAL During each of the last two years, more than 15,000 people have visited the Museum. This continues the steady increase of recent years, and, of course, the growing interest has meant many more inquiries for information and identification. The number of accessions too has increased, so much that it is not possible to list everything-more than 300 items have been given or lent since the last number of the Records was published. Considerable additions to the folk material have come in and these include numerous costume specimens from the Earl of Buckinghamshire and from Miss W. Robertson. Seventeenth-century panelling from Town Farm, Little Missenden, was presented by Mr. E. C. Rouse, who also gave archreological material from the 
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Hedgerley and Fulmer kilns. Notes, drawings and photographs connected with the Latimer Villa excavations have been handed to the museum by Dr. K. Oakley and Mr. Shepard Frere. Amongst the geological accessions are some plesiosaurus bones from Bletchley, which were brought in by two Water Eaton schoolboys; and icthyosaur vertebra: from Weedon, where it is thought a complete fossilised skeleton may be. It is gratifying to note that the Art Gallery is now attracting attention. Since its opening after the completion of the extensions, the "Recording Britain" watercolours have formed the basic collection. Recently, a number of paintings have been acquired. The Earl of Buckinghamshire has lent six pictures, which include two of the Canaletto school, and a portrait of Griffith Hampden who entertained Elizabeth I at Hampden. Viscount Malden has deposited on permanent loan an .1889 painting of Whaddon Chase Hunt, in which every figure is an actual portrait. Ten paintings of Hartwell House and grounds, part of the Ernest E. Cook Collection, were allocated to this museum by the National Art Collection Fund. Nine of these are eighteen-century works by Belthazar Nebot (c. 1734). 
Foscorr COIN HoARD 198 silver coins and fragments of an English Delft drug jar were found at Foscott by two schoolboys, and at a coroner's inquest held at Buckingham on 22nd December, 1955, the hoard was declared to be treasure trove and therefore the property of the Crown. Our President, Sir Alan Barlow, as soon as this was known, kindly bought the collection and presented it to the County Museum. There were 198 coins which ranged from Edward VI to Charles I and consisted mainly of shillings and sixpences. The pot was reconstructed by the Department of .Medieval and British Antiquities in the British Museum, and it, too, has now been given to the County Museum, Aylesbury. Roman material was uncovered when road works were in progress near the Shardeloes estate, Amersham. This consisted of pottery and coins. A large number of Roman coins have also come from the excavation area at Fenny Stratford. Red deer and bison bones were discovered at Langley on the site of the new Secondary Modern School. 
NEW CASES Four new museum cases have now been delivered. This completed the expenditure of the £750 grant by the Carnegie Trustees. The condition of this grant was, as members know, that the Society should add £100 to the above amount and this has been done. 
EXHIBITIONS Since August, 1954, the following temporary exhibitions have been arranged. (1) Photographs of the Mount Everest Reconnaissance Exhibition. (2) Old Musical Instruments. (3) Elections in Buckinghamshire. (4) Gothic Art. (5) Modern Trends in Water Colour. (6) British Prehistoric Pottery. (7) French Cave Paintings. The "Elections" display consisted entirely of local material drawn from the 
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Museum and the County Records Office. The Curator has begun collecting contemporary election material and would be pleased to bear of any cards, posters, letters, etc., relating to the first half of this century. 
RECORDING OF AR.CHJEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL FINDS 

The Curator is Archreological Correspondent for the County and holds a complete set of 6-in. ordnance maps for Buckinghamshire. Every known find is recorded on these maps, which are periodically sent up to the Ordnance Survey Office. Information is then transferred to national maps and this forms the basis of the production of the Roman Britain and other maps which the Archreological Division of the Ordnance Survey prints. Members · can perform a very valuable service by reporting any finds, and letting the Curator know when there is any building or other activity near recognised sites or historic monuments. 
THE HAMBLEDEN MUSEUM This private museum was built by the second Viscount Hambleden in 1913 to house the finds from the Roman Villa at Yewden, Hambleden. The building is now required for other puropses by his grandson, the present Viscount, who has agreed to deposit on permanent loan the bulk of the contents. At the time of going to press the transfer has just taken place. For many years now this collection has had the meticulous care and attention of Mr. F. M. Underhill, F.S.A. (Hon. Secretary of the Berkshire Archreological Society and one of our own members), and it is to him that we are indebted for the preservation of the material from the very early days of the Museum. As soon as possible, this collection will be sorted, arranged and displayed in the County Museum. 

THE SOCIETY 
AGREEMENT WITH COUNTY COUNCIL 

This number of the Records appears at what must be a turning point in our Society's long history. On 28th March, 1957, at a special meeting the Society approved a new agreement with the County Council concerning the future of the Museum, and this agreement has now been signed by the Society's Trustees. The following report, which summarises your Council's reasons in making this recommendation to members, was circulated to members in October, 1956. "Most members will be aware that for the past five years the Museum has been maintained by a Joint Committee of the Society and the Bucks. County Council. Before that date, the Society had received a grant from the County Council towards the upkeep of the Museum, but the steadily rising costs had been making it more and more difficult for the Society to continue to run the Museum in a suitable way. By the agreement of 1951, the Joint Committee, consisting of equal representatives of the Society and the County Council, became responsible for the upkeep. The income of the Joint Committee was derived from three sources: (a) Grants from the County Council and Standing Joint Committee. (b) Half the Society's income from members' subscriptions. (c) Rents for the letting of various parts of Ceely House. For the year ending 31st March, 1956, this income totalled £1,917, made up as follows: 
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