
The autumn lecture, on 29th October, was given by Mr. G. S. Cansdale, B.A., F.L.S., the Superin tendent of the London Zoological Society, on Some Animals of the West African Forests. He had lived for evera1 year in the forest country, observing the animals' life collecting not only specimens bul many unusual and delightful pets. The photographs of deer and squirrels of snakes and many 1.her. , were among the most fascinating which the Society has ever been privil.eged to see and it is hoped to have another opportunity of hearing a speaker of such charm and distinction. 
A new departure this year has been the holding of Exhibitions by local Societies in the main hall of the Museum. The Aylesbury and District Camera Club had their Annual Exhibition there and the Aylesbury and District Art Society held their autumn show from 22nd October to 2nd November. Both displays proved an attraction to visitors. 
The membership of the Society at the end of November 1949 was 663, which included 20 Affiliated Bodies. 

NATURAL HISTORY SECTION 
THE Natural History Section of the Bucks. Archaeological Society was started in 1947, and the number of members interested in the activities of the branch is steadily increasing, besides those who have specially joined the section. Most meetings have been held in the field, but in 1950 it is hoped that there will be lectures and discussions as well. Notices are sent to those members who have already notified the secretary of their wish to be included in the Natural History Section List. Further members will be welcomed if they will inform the secretary, Miss Stapleton, 159 Bicester Road, Aylesbury. The Section has held the following Meetings and Excursions: 
Saturday, 29th January.-Tring Reservoirs. Ornithological. Sunday, 27th March.-Chalfont, Chess Valley. Ornithological. Saturday, I 6th April.-Hartwell Pits. Saturday, 21st May.-Pitstone. Geological. In conjunction with the Geological Society. Sunday, 22nd May.-Hyde Heath. Sunday, 12th June.-Kew Gardens. Leader, Sir E. Salisbury. Saturday, 18th June.-Woburn Park. By kind permission of His Grace the Duke of Bedford. Saturday, 16th July.-Hartwell. Geological. Sunday, 11th September.-Halton Reservoirs. Botanical and Ornithological. Saturday, 29th October.-Hazell's Theatre, Aylesbury. Lecture by G. S. Cansdale, Esq., Superintendent of the Royal Zoological Society's Gardens. Saturday, 12th November.-Wendover. Fungus Foray. Sunday, 1 I th December.- Tring Reservoirs. Ornithological. 

OBITUARIES 
SIR HENRY MARTEN, K.C.V.O. 

SIR HENRY MARTEN, Provost ofEton, who had been one of our Vice-Presidents since 1943, died on 11th December, 1948, at the age of 76. His life was spent in the devoted service of his school, and he passed through all grades of its membership. What endeared him to everyone at every stage and made him so successful a teacher, was that he preserved to the 
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end the fresh and generous outlook of his boyhood at Miss Evans's, one of the most famous of Eton houses. We were hardly ever aware of his age, and so his death came as a shock to us all. From Balliol, where he met and appreciated a wider society than Eton's, he returned to Eton as its first and only History master. When he started teaching in 1896, History wa.o; but grudgingly admitted on an overwhelmingly classical curriculum: it is now the chief post-Certificate tudy for over a hundred boys. This was his life work, but many thousands of children in the county must have imbibed their chief knowledge of English history from the Groundwork, which he wrote in conjunction with the Harrow master, Townsend Warner, and of which the anecdotes in the footnotes are perhaps the most memorable and characteristic feature. This was almost his only literary output, apart from some excellent essays on 'The Teaching of History'. He was too busy a teacher, and too much occupied in the affairs of the College, for more. He became Senior History Master, Housemaster, Lower Master, acting Head Master for one 'half', Vice-Provosl from 1930 to 1945, and Provost on Lord Quickswood's retirement. No one could have been better nllcd than he to organize and preside over the exhibition which celebrated Eton s Quincentenary in 1947, postponed seven years by the war. There never has been, and there never wlll be, so breezy and inspiriting a guide through the treasures and hi tory of the mo t venerable institution of the county, as many of our members can testify. The energy which he put into this exhibition affected his health and may weU have shortened his life. The early history of Eton and the Founder's intentions was latterly bis favourite theme, and the members of the school Archaeological Society, which owed very much to rus encouragemenr will not easily forget the November evening in Election Chamber, when he addressed them on this subject within three weeks of his death. He had given much thought and research to the problem of the destroyed windows in Eton Chapel. One wishes he might have seen their restoration begun. Rooted as he was in Eton and"perhaps difficult to imagine anywhere else his interests ranged further afield. He had travelled widely; he loved to visit the College estates, notably at Bledlow in this county; he took part in many local activities; he was on lhe board of numerous other schools, he was active on the Council of the Historical As ociMion, and from 1929 to 1931 its President. No one would preside over a meeting or thank a lecturer so genially: he rai ed the level of enjoyment wherever he went. One of the last public functions he attended was Lhe inauguration of the first county boarding school, at Otter-haw. Tribute has been eloquently and feelingly paid in a special number of the Eton College Chronicle to his character and charm. He had many endearing habits and unaffected mannerisms. It is credibly reported that two royal personages, the last of his pupils, after waiting for one of these for a few weeks, were duly rewarded. 'He's said it, he's said it', they reported excitedly as they emerged from their history lesson. The phrase was: 'Is that clear, gentlemen?' A. K. W. 
SIR WYNDHAM R. DUNSTAN, K.C.M.G., LL.D., F.R.S. 

We also regret to record the death, at East Burnham End, in the early summer of 1949, of Sir Wyndham Dunstan. Sir Wyndham was amongst the most intellectually distinguished of the Society's members, and was a man of wide interests and unflagging energy. He was a keen supporter of our Society and its work, and was an advocate of the holding of local meetings to cater for those who cannot always get to Aylesbury. His help and advice will be greatly missed. 
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