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SEVENTEENTH CENTURY INVENTORY 

AT CRAFTON 
By A. VERE WOODMAN 

The following inventory, which occurs among the deeds of the Mentmo ·e ·state and is ow published by kind permission f the Right Hon1116 the Earl of Rosebery, gives a, very full a.ccmmt f the possessions of a country gentleman towards the close of the XVJPh centurv, and is of much interest on that account. ~ 

William ITheed, of Crafton in the parish of Wing, was the second son of William Theed of Horton Hall by his wife Elizabeth, the daughter of Christopher Egleton of Ellesborough. 
About the end of the XVPh century his great gl'andfath.er, John '!heed, a yeoman of Ledburn in the parish f Mentm re, began to purchase freehold and cop hold lan s in Crafton where he and 1 is son John v ntually a(jf!.llired an stat - of about 14:0 acr s. Their mansion -house, whi h fOl'm rly sto d in a lose c lied the Wi k, was pTobably buil by the young r John early in the .L VIIt11 centul'y. vVith ball a.nd pn.rlout, I ut.teTy kitchen, tc. and nin b dTo ms, it was vidently of importan e, but save for slight irregulariti s in th . surface of the soil, no trace remains of th buil ing, whi h was pulled down a few years b fore 1 38. 
William The d was b aptized at Wing 1 Oct 1635 and manied Mary, th dau.gl ter of Elkanah Gladman Vi a.: · o"fWi.na, 9 <Tan. 1665/6. He was buried in Wing .l ur ·h, 19 June 1680. 
The Register records the baptism of the following children:-
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William, bapt: 27 Sept 1666 Mary, bapt: 2 July 1668 
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Elizabeth, bapt: 10 June 1670, buried 13 Mar. 1677/8 Abigail, bapt: 26 ept 1672 John, bapt: 2 July 1674 Thomas, bapt: 13 July 1676 Anne, bait: 20 March 1678/9 
His widow Mar , was buri din Wing Church 9 Aug 1720. None of his child 'en left issue, and the survivor of them-Ann - was I uri d at Wing 15 Oct: 1735. y his will, dated 16 June 1680 and proved 13 May 1681, he gave £200 to his eldest son William "for his e ucati n and bringing him up a Schollar at th University of Oxford. ' To ills daughter IVIary £350 at 22 years of age. To his daughter Abigail £300 a · 22 years of ag . To his sons J hn and Thomas £300 each to put them apprentice to a tr::Lde and t wards s tting th m up in their trades. To his d aught r Anne £300 at 22 years of age. ...~ter making pr vision for the raising of moneys tovvatds the payment of th se I gacies and for the Taising of a further £600 to be paid, £120 each, to his fi e youngest chHdren, he gave to his wife Mary his sil-vor salt-cellar and tw lve sil r spoons on silver plate, hi.s best b d and furniture, and all thefu :'Ditore in his best room, three pnirs of flaxen sheets hr pairs of hempen sheets, one air of holland sh et..s , and two pairs of pillow-biers. 'l'o her also he gave one silver-gilt spoon, five g,ui.neas in aold, thre bToad-pieces of gold an on ten shilling piec. - of gold and heT silver watch,1 "wh.iuh ar alr -ady hers and in her custody," and su h household stuff as she shall choose to th valu of £20. He a1 points hls wife Mary, his brotll el's John a d Thomas Theed, and his oousin Thomas The -d his x u ors. 

lAll these bequests can be recognized in the Inventory. 
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A true and perfect Inventary of the goods and Chattells of William Theed 'gent.' Late of Crafton in the County of Buc1k' deceased Apprised by John Theed of Led borne in the Parish of Mentmore in the County of Bucks 'gent.' and William Hore2 of Ascott in the parish of Wing in the said County of Bucks 'gent.' £ s d Imprimis, his wearing Apparell and Books 06 00 00 Item, in th Parlour two & Twenty Tul'ky wor1r Chaires two Spanish Tabl s with one pail· of .Brass And-irons one pail·· of Doggs fi. ·e shouell & Tongues & a I aire of Bellowes with two Carpetts of Stript stuffe and two window Curtaines & rodds 08 00 00 

Item, in th · Buttery foure hogsheads and two barr lls with one Safe & two vessels for brewing with two stands with fi.v smaller vessells with some other LUIUber 02 05 00 
Item, in th Hall six Leather Chaires two Small green Chaires one paire o · ogg Andirons with two joyned stoolies & two window Cmtain s of stTipt stufle with a Cal'p tt of the same & two urtaine ·odds 01 00 00 
Iten1, in the Roome oveT the Parlom the hangings of sad coloured bayes with gilt Cope b tween on beddsteed matt & cord one Canvas Matteris one feather Bedd And boulstor one paire of Blancketts one Laroe white Rugg foure Cm:taines one paire of Vallence of sad 

2'l'h~ inventory is in his hand. 
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·oloured se ·ge with silk fringe 'f.our Chaires & two stooles one S1 anish table on paiJ: of AndiTons with Brass s with fhe shov 11 & Tongues & 

£ s d 

five Curtaine Rods 08 18 06 
Item, in the Roome ovm· th Butterye two Bedsteds matt & cord one feather bedd and boulsters six fustian pillowes eight blan ·ketf,s with two wainscott chests one Old table one r d Cloath bed l wi,tb a silk fringe and Countel' paine one great Chaire & four stooles inward Ctntaines of allic.oe ·with a fustian topp witl two flock pillowes 08 15 00 
Item, in the till· Little R omes over the Kitchina two whole headed Bedclsteeds with one halfe h a led Beddsteed matts and cords o · feath r Bedd & boulst · r two flock bedds & two boulsters six blan ketts with two overl tts & two pillowes Cw:taines and V alienee of Old blew Cloath T st r & head Cloath with a Count rpaine of the sam fewer Chaires & two st ales sutable with ono R d hair - one Chest of 
Dra~vers on · pail'e of An irons with Brasses fire shouell and Tongues & a looking glasse with a Close Stoole and pann 06 03 06 
Item, in the two Roomcs ovel' y · Milk hous · two B dst eds with on halfheaded Boedsteed matt & ords on feath J' Bedd & boulst r two flock b dds & boulst rs three blancketts one green Rugg with one Cove1'lett and one lock 04 15 00 



.. · .. · 

358 RECORDS OF BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 

Item, in th hamber er tho Brew-house two whol Beddsteeds with on halieh ad d Bed lst eel thr e flock bedds & boulst rs thr 01d ov -clotts 

.. · 

£ s d 

& foul'e blanck tt.s 01 10 00 
Item., in th Milkhouse on · Ol ese press & threP- L ad n Cisterns fo. · to S tt milk in fo re tubbs ei ht kev rs w ith two Charmes3 and two bu ketts & a 1 al'Q D of Earth nwar 04 00 00 
Item, in the Brewhouse & M alehous on opp r one fatt fom·e tub s tv o boles Seaven BuckeUs ' vean KivArs one m ale hut h four Selv · s one table & sid r Trough 06 10 00 
Item, in "the Roome ov r the all one bedsteed and f ather Bodd on boulster a paire of pillow s A w ·t Rugg thr blanck tts & two flock beclds 'urtain s & double vall nee foure Oha:i:Tes f1ve stooles a h st of Drawers one little 'Ta· le a box and frame two bo.c es Eight ··ushions one looking glasse two window urtaines Andirons iir Shou ll Tongues of Brasse & a pa·ir of b lim· s n.e si1v T salt a silver plate Twel · e silver spoon s one sil ve1,· & gilt sp on a watch witl a Silvex case five gui1my s thr e broad peices & Tenn Shllings p ice all in gold a, paire of h lland Sheets tbr e paire of flaxen s ts hr e pail'e of Hempen Sheets tw paire of Hollan pillow b rs tluee sido board loti es two Carpetts & oth r furnitm:e in the Same oome 60 00 00 

3Churns. 
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Item, two Silv r Ta kards two Silver Cupps thr Silvel' Salts It m, his Linn 'n of all sorts It m, all his wt ·r It· m, Brass of all Sorts Hem, in th Kitching a table t.hr e joy d stooles a jack f ure s1lts two Iron drippina J:>D.nnt> Tinn dripping panns with Andirons po ~; hooks fite shoueU & tongues other things in t,he same H.iome Item, wheat in th fields 10 acres Item BaTley n the fields 17 acres Item, Beanes in t,he fields 27 acres I tern, three old hay cociks Item, old beanes Item, a Wheat cocke Item, a hovill & two frames to lay graine upon Item, Timber & firewood lyeing in two stacks Item, arts and wheeles harnis for horses plouahs harrowes & all other Implements of Husbandry Item, Tonn Milch owes & a Bull Item, S a en hoggs Item, S' aven horses Item, in Carington hill eleaven great weathers nineteen ewes & eleaven Cowes Item, in the Commonfields one hundred forty & foure weathers and ewes Item, twenty todds of W ooll Item, in Mortgages Leases bonds and Other debts 
Apprised by us John Theed William Hore 

359 £ s d 
18 00 00 15 00 00 06 00 00 09 00 00 

02 00 00 27 10 00 35 00 00 54 00 00 40 00 00 35 00 00 16 00 00 
06 00 00 
20 00 00 
20 00 00 35 00 00 07 00 00 40 00 00 
47 16 08 
48 00 00 14 10 00 

700 00 00 
£ s d 1315 13 84 

4The sum total has been altered from £1,317 but is still incorrect! 
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Exhibitum fuH oc Inventorium 13°, die Maii, Anno D mini 1681, pet Mariam Thee , iduam, r li tam et unam xecutorum Testamanti Will lmi Theed, g l'Osi, nup r de Cxofton., pari hie5 de Wing, Archinatu Bucks, d functi, pro v 1' et pleno Inventorio, etc. sub pl'Otestaci ne tam n de ad .endo, etc., si etc. [Endors d] Testamentum et Inv ntorium bonorum Willelmi The , generosi, nupe · de rofton, parochia d Wina, defun ti. 

5 Mistake for "parochia," ablative. 


