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BUCKINGHAMSHIRE, A.D. 450—700.
By J. F. HEAD, F.5.A.

Foroword
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BUCKINGHAMSHIRE, A.D. 450—700.

That obscure period in our naiional history
which saw the withdrawal of the Romans and the
arrival and establishment of our Teutonic fore-
fathers is remarkable for an absence of reliable
contemporary record, and the area which was
formed some 500 years later into the county of
Buckingham lies hidden in the darker of the
shadows. Historically, the single and sudden
leam emitted by an enfry in the Anglo-Saxon
hronicle — a series of annals compiled several
hundred years after the event to which they refer—
does little but emphasise the difficulties and dark-
ness which surround it. The familiar paragraph
relates, under the year 571, how a West Saxon
leader, Cuthwulf by name, fought with the Britons
at a place ealled Bedeanford and took the four
towns of Limbury, Aylesbury, Benson and
Eynsham. A hundred and fifteen years later an
exiled young prince — a descendant of Cuthwulf’s
brother but bearing a British name— took refuge in
what was deseribed as ‘the deserts of Chiltern™
hefore emerging fo seize the Wessex throne. And
to some time between the middle of the 7Tih and
close of the 8th centuries’ may be ascribed the origin
of that enigmatical record of assessmenis known to
us as the Tribal Hidage. Compiled probably from
a Mercian source and with some fiscal object in
mind, it allots 4,000 hides to a folk named the
Cilternsaetan who were then oceupying the plain at
the foot of the Chiltern Hills.* If we are to assume
the word ‘hide' to mean the land holding of an
average peasant from which he and his dependents
drew their support® this would indicale the presence

1 Lifo of Wilfrid, 6686, Eddi.
2J. Brownhbill, English Hiklorical Review, X1L.407.
F. M. Btonton, Anglo-Saxon Tngland, 2694,

I Englieh Place-Nnmo Bnuinlﬁ. 11. Bueks, p XIT,
Mup of Britain in the Durk Ages, Bouth Sheet, 0.8,
F. M. Btonton, op.elt., 41,

i F, M, Blenton, op.cit., g7,
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of 4,000 households in the region af that time. But,
as Professor Stenton has warned us, no accurate
computation of hides could have been made by these
primitive English peoples, while the use of round
numbers connotes an inevitable exaggeration.’

The documentary evidence indicates, therefore,
prima facie:

a. The presence of Britons at Bedcanford and, by
implication, their ocenpation of the Vale of
Aylesbury in the year 571.

(It may be observed that the identification of
Bedeanford with Bedford is not acceptable to the
Place-Name Society, but Dr. R. H. Hodgkin has
offered a reconstruction of the situation based in
part upon such an assumption).®

b. An absence of settlement in the Chiltern Hills
around the year 685: or at most a sparse occupa-
tion not adverse to the presence of an outlawed
leader with British connexions who, with his
followers, was seeking to consolidate and seize
fhe West Saxon authority.

¢. That by the second half of the 7th century a fair-
sized and presumably thriving community had
established themselves in the Vale of Aylesbury
and the surrounding distriet.

The evidence of the place-names, in general,
is not adverse to these conclusions;” and responsible
anthropologists have professed to see the existence
in modern times of a dark-coloured Celtic element
in the population of Bucks, and even more emphati-
cally in Beds, exceeded only by that found in the

5op. eit., 200,
§R. H. Hodgkin, A History of the Anglo-Saxone, 1. 189,
7 Engligh Place-Nome Sociafy, Bucks, Introdyction,
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west and south-west of England." It is probable
that a closer examination of the place-names, field-
names and furlong-names of the county will in time
throw further light on this question® although it
should be added that when applied to the south-
western counties the seeming inconsistencies in
such criteria have been thought fo require further
elucidation.”

But wupon examining the archaeological
material grave misgivings are at once aroused as
to the credibility of the early Chronicle entries and
in particular those relating to the establishment of
the West Saxon dynasty. It is not possible in the
space here available o recapitulate the evidence
which was marshalled and analysed by Mr. E.
Thurlow Leeds in an epoch-making article in
1925,* but so far from oconfirming the traditional
story of a south-coast landing with a subsequent
northerly advance to the Upper Thames Valley—
the capture of the four fowns is specified in exactly
reverse order to such a line of march—there are
strong reasons to suppose that the invaders cate by
a quite different route or routes, and at a substan-
tially earlier date. Moreover, many past students
of the period have found themselves unable to sub-

T, Beaddos, The Baoes of Britein,

E’H Bradhrooke and F, G. Paraong, Journal Reyal Anthr. Tost,, Lil.
Naote, Thoe groomds and stabistien sdvanced in support of hess
nennriong nre open fo obvigns oljeations as, for r-l:nrnp&ﬂ. aneerininty
as to the avernge eolouring of the preSoxon population. Noveethaless,
I hove frequantly noted, for what iL is worth, fimibiliss who have been
ostablished in Huocks for muony genarations who persistently disploy
uiLlTuihdmki' u.qi.l' ?Ihrt nrj.llmmri‘t{.’shi“m u*mnr eotninenly  nssociated
with the aatives of Cornwall an wloi, amd, in my apinion, ressmblin

thoss of the Basques of Franes sod Spain. S y -

"And in partienlsr the researches of our membor, Mr. F, G. Gurney,
1R, H. Hodgkin, op.oit,, pp, 167-172,

U The West Saxon Invasion sand (he Ioknield Way, History X, 97, £
and Antig. Journ., XIIT, 225, : i " '
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scribe fo a situation which postulates the presence
of a British enclave in our neighbourhood as late as
the yvear 571. Solutions of the latfer problem—
whigh inelude a suggestion that the word ‘Britons’
had slipped into the entry ‘inadvisedly’ and that
the adversaries the Saxons encountered were in
fact another Teutonic tribe who had penetrated into
the south-east Midlands,”"—have been sufficiently
numerous to testify to their inadequacy. But
modern opinion is less hostile to the idea of a late
native survival in our area, and a recent writer of
acknowledged authority has said ‘in the light of
the archaeological and place-name evidence both
the alleged date and the British identity of the
losing side in this fight are in no way
improbable. . . .

Consideration must now be given fo the relief,
80ils and communications of the region for here may
lie a key to the part solution of our problems.

The shape of the county can be likened in some
degree to an irregular footprint divided con-
veniently across the instep by the Upper Ickmield
Way, and it may not be, for our purpose, an over-
simplification to describe the northern half as a low-
lying clay plain characterised by the number of
its streams and marshes, and the southern half as
a plateau remarkable for its comparative absence

of water . (Fig. 1.)

120, Oman, Engiand hefore the Norman Conguest, 230,
1 R, Collingwood and J. N. L. Myres, Boman Britain and The Boglish
Settlumonts, 408,



306 RECORDS OF BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

Fig. 1.

The Upper Icknield Way — the Icenhylie of the
Risborough charter and among the oldest routes of
communication in England—emanates from East
Anglia and crossing the county by way of Edles-
borough, Wendover and Elleshorough passes helow
the Whiteleal and Bledlow Crosses to continue its
journey to the Thames at Streatley and beyond. 1ts
original route, with perhaps a few exceplions, lies
just above the level of the springs which, in Bucks,
rise along the edge of the Chalk belt at the foot of
the steep northwestward-facing Chillern escarp-
ment. That it was the spring levels and not the
footslopes of the hills which determined the local
variations in its course seems apparent from the
fact that between Shirburn and Ewelme in Oxford-
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shire, where the Chalk outcrop at the fool of the
hills often widens with a consequent distancing of
the spring-heads into the Vale, the route no longer
adheres closely fo the ins-and-outs of the hillsides
but takes & line across the more open country well
away from the crest of the hills, Nevertheless,
except in the Wendover and Risborough gaps, the
open chalkland of the juniper-clad escarpment and
its immediate neighbourhood formed an advance
guard to sleep ranges of waterless hills; in the main
clay-capped and bearing a close oak scrub. These
ranges edged Icknield on its southern side and
formed a wilderness and wall which, if not an actual
deterrent, could have offered no attraction to pros-
pective Saxon settlers in search of land to farm, and
to them an adequate and easily accessible water
supply seems to have been a primary consideration.

But neither, I suggest, was it practical for
immigrants to turn northwards out of the Way into
the Vale. There, those island sites formed by the
onterops of Portland and Purbeck Beds — and in
particular the ridge of hig{l} ground upon which the
villages of Stone and Dinton lie—are apparent from
the route but between them and the Way, and below
the spring levels, lies an uninterrupted boggy belt
some two to three miles in width formed from the
Gault and Kimmeridge Clays. To-day, well
cultivated and comparatively well drained, this
clay belt is often waterlogged and, except in times
of drought, only to be crossed by established paths.
In earlier times, unditched, uncleared and unfit for
habitation or cultivation, the heavy waterlogged
goil must have carried the densest of woods and
undergrowth™ conspiring with innumerable runnels
and swampy tracts to form an almost impenetrable
barrier parallel fo the Way, and separating it from
the rising ground of the dip-slope of the Portland
and Purbeck Beds.

MH. A. Wileax, The Woodlands and Marshlande of England, 14,
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If this reconstruction is correct we may see in
the Upper Icknield Way—as far as Bucks is con-
cerned—a corridor of communication crossing the
aonnty but sealed off on either side; axecept perhaps
where the Akeman Street on its course from aban-
doned Verulaminm to Aylesbury and the west
crosses the Way near Tring in the Berkhamsted

gﬂp_lﬁ

What other routes may have been favourable to
initial Saxon penetration and settlement? None,
I conceive, but the Thames and its tributaries. Mr.
Leeds has shown that the Saxons in the main seem
to have been gonided in their first settlements by the
river-systems and were influenced but little by the
Roman sites and roads.” And in any case the
lulfer in Bucks, with the above-mentioned excop-
tion, were confined o the Watling Street where it
crogses the neck of the northern peninsula, and
the Silchester-Towcester road as it passes along the
northern outskirts of the county.

In the sense of the Berkshire Ridgeway there
is no through Chiltern ridgeway in Bucks—indeed
for reasons which il is not necessary here to discuss
I am doubfful whether the Chiltern ridgeway in
Oxfordshire was ever of more than local importance
—and the few other local tracks and branch ridge-
ways which existed can, in early Saxon times, have
played small part in the settlement of the region.

The Thames forms, of course, the southern
houndary of the Chiltern plateau as far as Fawley,
near Henley, but whether those first colonists who
established themselves so many years prior to 5671
at Sulton Courtenay and |]EBii_ﬁ5 its uppor reaches
came up the river, or, as Mr. Leeds so convineingly
contends,along the Ieknield Way, there is nothing
in Bucks to confirmn the former suggestion. The

15T, Codrington, Roman Ronde in Britain, 24042,
16 Tha Aveh., of the Anglo-Baxon Sette, 17 £,
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Taplow barrow, on the earliest dating,” cannot
indieale more than the presence of early sixth
century settlers on Lhe Buckinghamshire banks, amd
al present no evidence exists to indieale a pagan
penetration of the dry Chiltern hinterland, except
along the valley of the Wye. Whether a hostile
element at this time in the population of London
was a discouraging factor in the use of the river
roule may evenfually be deduced from the resulls
of the excavations we all hope to see take place in
the bomb-damaged sites of the City.

Norvth of the Thames, its tributary the Colne
forms Lhe easlern boundary te the counly, and iis
wide ﬂr.mdi.ﬂﬁhu and spreads of black peaty low-
lying marsh separate the Chiltern plateau from the
Middlesex clays. Oceasional small spreads of
Reading Beds were used in Iron Age times as at
Harefield on the Middlesex side, but the river
appears to have had no atiraclion o early Saxon
settlers, and no evidence al present exists for their
presence or use of the stream. 1t is not improbable
that the wide spreads of brickearth and clays
around its delta together with the unatiractive
nature, in early times, of the surrounding country
were insufficient inducement fo early voyagers fo
leave the main stream of the Thames,

Areas of heavy woodlands and clays shut off the
county on its Hertlovdshire side; as did the forests
of the Oolite belt in the north, and Bernwood in the
west.

If then this unavoidably detailed mise-en-
sedne is acceptable it reveals, at the time we are
considering, an almost islanded region, hard to
reach and diffienlt to penetrate; offering at best a
handful of sites indifferently suited to settlement.
Mr. Myres has said: ‘. . . that something did

17 T, I, Kendrick, Anglo-Baxon Art, 76 , B7-88.
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revent much Saxon seitlement in central and

orth Buckinghamshire before the formation of
Ceawlin's empire in the third quarter of the sixth
century would seem to be a natural conclusion from
Ihe present state of the evidence.'™ May not the
explanation be found in the topographical condi-
tions prevailing at a time when the volume of
settlement was perhaps yet not disprolmrtinnate to
the number of better and more easily accessible
siles elsewhere available?

If we now turn to such archaeological material
as is available from the county we shall see at once
it is ingufficient to permit of any drastic or far-reach-
ing conelusions.  Apart from the spectacular riches
of the Taplow chieftain, which are in a elass, as far
as Bucks is coneerned, by themselves, the material
i8 in fact meagre and not very informative. But
with the foregoing topographical reconstruetion in
mind this is only what is to be expected.

Supplementing the distribution map (fig. 2)
the sites with their relevant details are noted
helow, and I have classified them under the routes
ﬂ;{ artea;t by which T think the initial settlement was
elflected.

18 op, cit., 408.
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The Thames and its Tributaries

Little is known of the site at Hitcham and the
scanty material recovered seems to have consisted
of a few not closely datable weapons.

Whether the sole burial in the Taplow mound,
situated in the old churchyard above the river, is or
is not earlier than has generally been thought it can
hardly be regarded—as far as Bucks is concerned—
as other than an unique and independent riparian
site with marked Kentish aflinities. No archaeolo-
gical evidence exists for any attempt to extend away
from the river into the Chiltern mnterior althougn
the sites at Loudwater — of which no adequate
account appears to exist—and High Wycombe may
indicate some minor ﬂnetratinn,%aﬁmf' on Taplow,
up the valley of the Wye. At High Wycombe in the

rounds of the Castle Hill property, opposite the
grnnt. of the house and close to the road which runs
parallel with the railway, was found in about 1901
an inhnmation furnished with beads, iron ‘weapon’
and a cirenlar gold pendant.” Only the latter
was preserved. The piece shows delicate gold
filigree work and a star or flower pattern, while the
now emply recesses may have held fittings of
garnets and lapis lazuli-like glass. The filigree
ornament can be compared with a specimen found
as far away as Uncleby in the E, Riding of Yorks,®
and the fine goldsmith’s work on our piece indicates
that it originated in the Kentish workshops., It
may be dated to the sixth century or later, and we
are perhaps justified in wondering whether we have
here the burial of a danghter or some other relative
of the Taplow prince.

But in any case hoth Taplow and High
Wycombe confirm that in the absence of a practical
overland trade route from London, such Kentish

1% Now in the British Mussuom sand figured V.OH. Bucks, 1. 195,
@ E, T. Laods, Enrl_y Anglo-Saxon Art and Arch, Pl, XXVIT, 81,
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influence and contacts as we see in Bucks and the
Upper Thames Valley, probably reached the settle-
ments in the main via the Thames and its
tributaries.

The accounts of the finds at Tythrop House,
Kingsey, above the Thame, are inadequate, and
several of the iron objects found eventually reached
Taunton Museum where they siill remain. There
is nothing from the site to justify an early date, and
a saucer brooch, now in Aylesbury Museum, show-
ing decadent zoomorphic ornament separated by
three plain diamond-shaped wedges may be
assigned fo the closing years of the sixth century.
A feature of the sile, nol recorded elsewhere in
Bucks except at Bledlow, was two cremations con-
tained in decorated urns (fg. 3 a and b),” now also
in Aylesbury Museum.

&

El Siza

W An inaccurale drawiog of the wrn, fig. da, appears in Becords of

Pugls, Vel 11. 17,
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Fig. 3b.

Mr. J. N. L. Myres has very kindly commented
npon the urns as follows. “These urns have what
I call decadent panel style stamped ornament, a
development from the earlier panel style with
bosses, of which examples from Girton and St
John's, Cambridge, are illustrated in the Anfi-
quaries Journal, Vol. XVII, Pl 92,  The second
Kingsey urn (fig. 3b) shows this scheme still quite
coherent, the triangular panels being outlined with
lines and only the bosses having been dropped. The
first Kingsey urn (fig.3a) carries the degradation
of the style a stage further leaving out most of the
linear decoration and using an irregular arrange-
ment of stamps in the panels. On the other hand
this vessel has preserved a more sharply biconical
profile than the decadent and shapeless contour of
Fig. 3b. If one is justified in arguing from the late
gtage in development of these urns to lateness of

¢ O

Full Size
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date I should say they hﬂlmlﬁﬂd to a fairly advanced
time in the sixth century. Unfortunately, it would
be difficult to fﬁy with any confidence whether the
decoration is influenced from the Cambridge—Bed-
ford area direct or rather from the Upper Thames,
While the Cambridge region seems fo be the focus
of the earlier phases of the stamped panel style the
Upper Thames is perhaps, if anything, more likely
as an immediate source. The Thames Valley
cemeteries of Friltord, Cassington, Abingdon,
Wittenham, Reading and Theale have all produced
unhossed pots showing the later stages of this
panelled ornament closely comparable with the
Kingsey urns.”

The Abingdon cemetery demonstrates the
extent to which cremation was practised in the
Upper Thames Valley, and havinglr regard to the
remarks of Mr. Myres, the saucer brooch and the
topography of the site I am disposed to regard the
gettloament as a ‘backflow’ from this area.

From Ashendon comes a pair of saucer brooches
said to have been found with a skeleton in a quarry,
and subsequently catalogued al the Stowe sale as a
pair of scales. One is illustrated by Akerman in
colour,® and its excoptional size—3) inches in dia-
meter—and  garnet  inlays, indicating Kentish
influenece, denote a late date; it, and its wearer, ma
have been buried in the first half of the sevent
century.

The Upper Icknield Way

This chain of small cemeteries represents, as I
think, small ‘family’ groups of peasant settlements
thrown off by parties of immigrants journeying
from East Anglia along the Way fo the Upper
Thames Valley. Unfortunately, none of these sites
can at presenl be dated with any degree of confi-
dence. At the Cop, Bledlow, secondary barrow-

& Pagan Baxondom, Pl XXXVIIL,
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burials wielded four plain urns containin

cremations, A feature of the cremations whic

were six as againsl two inhumations, was the com-
paratively large number of ecombs which
accompanied the ums,  Combs, as far as T know,
do not appear elsewhere in Bucks except at
Ellesborough with an inhumation: also beside
the Upper Icknield Way. The Bledlow examples
Il![:hlt{ﬂ both double and single-toothed types:
the latter longer, and perforated for suspen-
sion. In the presenl state of our knowledge the
plain urns eannot be closely dated, but it is possible
that eventually a clue may be found in their sub-
stance or firing. The material used at Bledlow
seems to me not unlike that employed in a vessel
from Drury Lane, London,® but which I have not
been able to inspect. Two representative Bledlow
shards were submitted to Dr. A. B. Searle and I am
much indebted to him for the following observations:

~ 'They appear to be made of a crude and very
impure clay, exposed to heat, not apparently in a
kiln, but on a five, under highly reducing conditions,
so that a considerable amouni of black carbon-
aceous matbter is present in the body of the shard.
The vegetable or other earbonaceous mafter from
which this black material is derived appears to
have formed part of the clay-mass from which the
jar was made. (I do not observe any separate
acking, the interior face being that naturally
formed in shaping the vessel from such a clay-
paste). The amount of heating has been so
slight and so irregular that in some parts of the
shard the clay has not been decomposed, but on
removing a small portion and moistening it the
clay regained a normal plasticity. Other portions
were harder and more resistant—probably as the
result of better heat-treatment..

3 Ank, Journ. XVIL 438,
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The walls of the vessel are highly laminated,
indicating that it was shaped from a clay paste
which was too stiff and l:uuj been very imperfectly
mixed with water. The shaping has been done
with considerable skill and must, with such a
material, have been a difficult task. This raises
the question as to why a polter skilled enough to
form a vessel from such unsafisfactory material did
not take pains Lo prepare a belter paste and to burn
the vessel more completely. Also — with much
more suitable clays in the district, why did he (or
she) choose this particularly unsuitable onet’

The pits cut to receive the wns were well
spaced around a central inhumation indicating that
the situation of each burial was known or marked
in some way. The undisturbed inhumation
furnished with a spear, knife and tweezers, gives
an impression of poverty rather than the abandon-
ment of old custom, and the site and material in
general indicate, 1 think, a poor and primitive
peasant community. In such eircumstances con-
tinnance of the cremation rite would nof be surpris-
ing, and the selection of a distant barrow on the
chalk escarpment in preference fo prominent and
more easily accessible sites-—-but with no tumulus
—lower down the hill may indicate the persistence
of a barrow-burial tradition; particularly when—
as at Bledlow—such an unmarked sile appears o
have been brought into use at a later period. The
inhumations from the Warren were unfurnished
except for a small knife,* and the remarks of Mr.
Lethbridge® in regard to Christian Anglo-Saxon
cemeteries formed away from ‘the burial mounds
of the heathen’ are of interest in this connexion.

At Ellesborough, further along the Way, an
inhumation—one of three—was accompanied by a
comb with double row of teeth and a cowry shell.

2i Inf, €, 0, Skilbeck, Eagre., 10.5.4F,
25 Camb, Ant, Soc., Quarts Publications, N.E.111. P, &2
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These shells are known from no other Saxon Bucks
sites, and it is perhaps not without significance that
another was }numi with a pair of iron shears
accompanying a lemale inhumation at Luton, also
Lo be associated with the Ieknield Way. Dr. aberg®
times the importation of these shells in Kent—
where they oceur with some frequency—with the
development of animal ornamentation of Style 11
and the garpet industry,® and although he cites a
grave from Alfriston yielding o Merovingian conical
glass beaker and a probable Indian Cyprea o be
assigned fo the latter half of the sixth centary, he
considers that in the main they were deposiled in
the course of the seventh eentury. Tf such was the
case, and having regard to the unusual len

8.4 inches — of the double-foothed Ellesborough
comb, the site would appear more likely to be late
than early.

No other Teknield Way sites in Bucks appear
to have yielded datable finds, but it may be
mentioned that Sheahan  states that a  ‘vast
number'™ of inhumations were found near White-
leaf aboul the year 1830, Tl may perhaps be sur-
mised that had these barials heen fornished, some-
thing would have been preserved or recorded.

The Icknield Way, which was later to see the
passage of the Danish and Norman armies, must
at all times have been a much used thoroughfare,
while the overhanging hills—{he ‘Chiltern eaves’
of the Rishorough charter—offered ready facilities
for ambush or retreatl to hostile parties. The siting
along the route of these settlements, which at
Bledlow at least appear to have endured for an
appreciable time, suggests reasonubly setiled and
peaceful conditions during the period of their
existence.

6 N, ;herg. Tha Angle-Baxons in Euﬁlm], B el 105-8,
i Bul oo wlen Me, Kondriok's views, Antignity, 10603, p. 4440,
an J, Sheahun, History nmd Topography of Hucks, 187,
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The Aylesbury Group

Nothing from Dinton, Stone, Wing and Ment-
more appears to relate fo a period earlier than the
closing years of the sixth century, and the Stone
gaucer brooch showing Kentish influence may well
be later. On topographical grounds, I believe these
settlements have no connexion with the Icknield
Way sites discussed above, and the archaeological
material available strengthens this opinion. This
Aylesbury group, as 1 think, represents either the
normal growih and exiension of a parent settle-
ment at Bishopstone, or a wave of colonisation
spreading from the Cambridge region; or a com-
bination of both. Avchaeologically, there is some
general resemblance hoatween these gites and others
to the north-east: Sandy, Toddington and Leighton
Buzzard may indicate the route. Alternatively,
the colonists may have come by Icknield as far as
the Luton-Dunstable neighbourhood and then
spread over the open downland-like country which
there borders the Way; in marked confrast to Bucks
where the clay belt comes close up against the route.

A funnel - shaped glass drinking - vessel,
encireled with spirally-wound threads also of glass
presumably to obviate slipping in the hand, was
found at Dinton in 1769, and is now in Aylesbury
Museum. It is well illustrated by Douglas,® and
is literally of the ‘tumbler’ type which can only be
sot down upon the rim. other good example
was found at Kempston in Bedfordshire, and trade
in glass of this type, imported from the Continent,
%s Iblt;uliﬂﬂ!nl_',* to have reached our area before 600 or
ater.

Under the name of Bishopstone two sites are
known: one in some sandpits on Cursley Hill
(erroneously described in Records of Bucks Vol. V,

21 Nenin Britannica, P, XVI. No, 5
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23-25, as Causeway Field),™ and the other aboul
three-quarters of a mile to the south-east, discovered
in 18568 (or 1868) while laying the foundations of
Bishopstone Chureh. The finds from both siles seem
to have passed through several hands before reach.
ing their present resting place in Ayleshury Museum,
ant some doubt arises as to the exact provenance
of a few of the objects. Both sites are more than a
mile distant from the high ground of the Stone and
Dinton burials, and the Bishopstone Church site
was, in early times, probably barely above the flood
levels.  Bul the objects illustrated in the Records
of Bucks, V. P1. 11. undoubtedly came from Cursley
Hill, and indicate an early and comparalively large
settlement established prior to the others recorded
in North Bucks. The Church site appears to be
later.  On topographical grounds, 1 do not think
that settlement of either site was made from the
direction of the Thames, but rather from the Ayles-
bury direction or from the north-east by the Upper
Icknield Way via Butlers Cross, and Tervick. At
the latter place two and a half miles distant from
Bishopstone, a Roman villa gite ocenrs in the angle
of the Way and the modern Bishopstone road, aud
it is possible that local clearing and cultivation in
early times may have opened up the entrance to the
low-lying clay belt al this point. Such archaeologi-
cal indicalions as there are seem to point to a north-
easterly association.

1w indebied b our member, Me, 1, 43, Uurney, for the following
infarmntion: * There in not and never hos heon . feld or o elows of Lhe swng
of Cousewny Tiald sither in Sedrop or Bishopstono or the whole parish af
Blone, It w o mistake by Lowmdes, who must bave mis-boged o tros
nnme, which wos aneiently Coselowe Wil Foerlong ond is now Corley Hill,
badng & small part of e former lorge opes Oeld ealled Corsley T
e Wesl Fluld, ore the onelosure of 1770, the close wos and had always
heen part of the grool open West flold of Hedeop bombet, and slihoongh
Bodrap itsell lis mninly in Mortwall parish, (his whols feld as part of It
I in Btone parish, The soclest seme of Cosslows wis so donbi thnt of
the roined bareow there, bub the secliest Tnown guotadion for it v in a
Hartwaoll Court Rall of Octobor. 1845."

Thanks mre dus to Mr. Gurney {or his authoritative eorrealion of o
long-atanding error.,
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The earliest object from Cursley Hill is
certainly the bronze belt ornament in Romanizing
style (fig. 4). Although in general appearance flat

and compact, the design in places shows indications
of the chip-carving technique, while the elongated
bodies of the confronted animals in the borders with
backward-furned heads are decorated with small
inaisions which, Mr. Leeds has pointed out, is a
common  feature on the Continent of Gallo-
Roman art of the late fourth and early fifth
centuries, and is intended to represent fur.”
A Mr. Leeds has also observed in another
econnexion,® the first arrivals in this country would
have had little fime or opportunity to gratify
luxury tastes, and ornaments brought with them
from the Continent were used until more settled
conditions prevailed. But whether our piece is an
import, or executed in this country by a native
hand, it cannot, with its central linear ornament,
be later than 500 and may well be considerably
earlier.

1 Early Anglo-Baxon Art and Areh., &
33 Ant. Journ. XTIT, 242
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Fig. 5 1:1

Again from Cursley Hill come two small gilded
saucer brooches with shallow rims and a ‘chip-
carving' cross-and-spiral ornament contained in a
‘pot-hook’ border (fig. 5). The execution in
general is curiously irregular and crude, and the
slight variation in the border patterns may have
arisen from unpractised ﬁa.ﬁting and subsequent
adjustment. The brooches arve in fact what might
be expecied from a local blacksmith torned
jeweller who, at a time when trade in the more
finished and sophisticated articles had nol yet be-
eome established in the neighbourhood, was
endeavouring o satisfy a need by copying—with all
the horror vacui of a peasant—an existing design on
to the now fashionable form of brooch.

The hook form of ornament is frequently found
on the Continent on cﬂlite early Teutonic brooches
and is derived from the spiral or acanthus tendril
motive. It is seen in a fairly advanced stage of
development, arranged in rows, on a silver and
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niello brooch from Schleswig (fig. 6)® where it has
assumed a check pattern with a small hook in each
square although, as Salin has pointed out,® the
design is in faci based on a swastika-like arrange-
ment of the ‘negative’ acanthus hook.

Fig. 6 1:1

This brooch, on Salin's own showing, is not later
than 500 and may be a few years earlier, while the
acanthus tendril motive, as employed on the Conti-
nent by the Germans in its more intelligible form,
is assigned by him to the end of the fourth and
fifth centuries. In a further stage of decadence the
pattern disintegrates often eventually to re-form
in a design of quite different character.

It may here be observed that interpretation of
the origin of evolved geometrical composite devices,
by tracing the development of a component adduced
without regard to its context is, in the absence of

& After Salin, Die Altgormnnische Thisrornamentik, fig. 994,
Hop.eit., 10-5 and dg. 2983,
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convineing infermediate examples of the general
design, often Traught with difficulty or even a matter
of individual opinion. Nor is the difficully lessened
by the number of variations which can be credibly

redicated to a few basic geomelrieal molives. [t
is therefore of interest to note Lhal examples of the
composite central desi of our Cursley Hill
brooches are to be found bolh in this country and
on the Confinent. Fig. 7 illustrates an elaborate
bronze Roman brooch from Carniola (formerly
Krain) in Northern Yugoslavia®

Fig 7 11

with a prototype, coherent and complete in essen-
tials, of the design under discussion engraved on ils
foot. It has, however, here been adapted to con-
form to its rectangular setting whereas on the
Cursley Hill hrooches its employment has been
guited to a cirele or a square ™

¥ After Salin, op, elt,, Fig. 68
My altentlon wea liret deawn to this featurs by Mr, W, ., Grimes,
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In regard fo this country there is among the
hoard of Roman silver recently discovered at
Mildenhall, Suffolk, a large silver decorated dish
which reveals, to the right of the central head, a
dancer holding aloft a tambourine decorated with a
motive (fig. 8) again strongly suggestive of our
Cursley Hill pieces.

Fig8 1:1

The design here is even less transformed, and per-
mits, I think, of the suggestion that the developed
composite arrangement was sufficienfly well known
in late classical times to serve for a model to Saxon
craftsmen. Tt is hoped to discuss these brooches
and their suggested prototypes in detail in a sub-
sequent paper, but whether their central ornament
is thought to have been derived from the spiral or
acanthus tendril motive, or fo have been taken over,
comparatively unchanged, from a design current,
in late classical times, T suggest they are local
work, and to be daited to not later than the open-
ing years of the sixth century.

Next comes a graceful lit{le long brooch (fig.9)
of what may be described the sub-cruciform type.
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Scale : /:/

Fig. 9

This brooch was found also at Cursley Hill, but the
rectangular panelled head-plate  with set-back
wings, flat at the back and slightly rounded both
at sides and angles, is too corroded to enable details
of the terminal knob fto be ascertained. Some
moulding may oceur at its bagse.  The bow is highly
arched, bluntly faceted and moulded both at the
junction of the head-plate and the simple flattened
triangular foot with rounded angles. The eateh-
plate has been broken but does not appear to have
extended beyond the juncture of the bow and the
moulding above the fool. A flal plate set at right-
angles to the head-plate bears a single perforation
which served to hinge the pin, now missing. This
brooch, which I think should be associated with
the Cambridge region, is nol easy to dafe, but 1
would suggest * 550 having regard to the context
and our area.
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The small square-headed long brooches, which
include two with exaggeraled crescentic finials,
have recently been discussed by Mr. Leeds in a
singularly comprehensive and illuminating mono-
graph,” and our examples would appear to fall to
the second hall of the sixth century. The two
s{_muimeua wilh {Iﬁvelui[md finials are decorated on
the edges of their head-plates with parallel incised
lines and a bull's-eve circlet in tllm centre with
another below the bow. A small serraled pattern
is seen on the lower edges of the finials.

A saucer brooch® from Cursley Hill with a
quadrefoil design bordered by late animal ornament
may be assigned to the last years of the sixih
century while two large gilded applied brooches
from the same site — one with serrated rim and
late zoomorphic ornament contained within a
fifteen-point star pattern border, and the other
with zoomorphiec ornament in the last stages of
Salin's Style 1—may have been deposited as late
as the opening years of the seventh century.

A fellow brooch to that last mentioned is
recorded as having been found at the Church site
from whence also came fhe back-plates of four
other applied brooches and two dise brooches (fig.
10) engraved with the usual bull's eyes circlets.

Fig. 10 11

7 Archeologin, XOI, 1-106,

*A pair of mwucer-brooches from the samo mould wers found at Abingdon,
Berls (E. T, Leda and 1), B, Harden, Ths A/S Comotery ot Abingdon),
whare thoy mecompaniod oo inhumation, B 51 Above this borie]l weas an
undisturbed cremstion, © 20, contained in ap urn aasigned to the Inta
gixth or seventh century.
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The attribufion of finds to Hartwell appears
to be an error.

No adequate record appears to exist of the
Newporlt Pagnell cemetery or the material which
has been forthcoming from time {o time. A group-
ing of graves similar to that at Cuddesdon, Oxford-
shire, has been noted and some finds have been
deposited in Aylesbury Museum. These include
a lobed glass drinking-vessel, small wooden
bucket with bronze mounts and heart-shaped
handle attachment [mintinfg downwards and {Wﬂ
applied brooches with light five-pointed star
design enclosed in a dog-tooth border, all of which
objects may be assigned to the late sixth or first half
of the seventh centuries. Topographically, it would
appear that the site should be associated with the

uze and Keppston area.

Nothing is known of the circumstances in
which the enamelled escutcheon from Oving was
found. This and similar escutcheons have heen
discussed fully by Mr. Kendrick® and Mr. Leeds,*
and all that need be said here is that they represent
native work of a high order of excellence and that
they oceur only in the Anglo-Saxon areas.

Conelusions

The admittedly scanty archaeological material
confirms a situation foreshadowed 1in the fopo-
graphical appreciation and the general pattern is
reasonably clear. It indicates:

1. The presence of a single, comparatively early—
and for Bucks, comparatively large—settlement
in the vicinity of Cursley Hill, near Bishopstone.

2, The existence of a chain of poorly furnished sites
of uncertain date along the route of the Upper
Icknield Way.

3T, D, Hendrick, Antiguity, VI, and Anglo-Baxzon Art, 40-6(,
MW, T, Leads, Celtio Ornnmant, 140151,
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3. The sparse colonisation of the few suitable siles
in the northern halt of the county about the
close of the sixth century or a little later.

4. The absence — apart from a minor penstration,
based probably on Taplow, up the valley of ihe
Wye — of any pagan Saxon settlement in the
Chiltern region, comprising the southern half of
the county.

There is some reason to think that, with the
exception of Kingsey, setflement of ihe northern
half of the county and the Icknield Way sites was
effeated from the north-east, and that Kentish in-
fluence or contacts oceur during the time of ihe late
expansion,

Why was the late settlement—such as it was—
so delayed having regard to the surrounding seftle-
ments of Bedfordshire and the Upper Thames
Valley esiablished nearly a hundred years before!
In the absence of documentary record it may be
E:Armissilnla 1o offer a theoretical reply. If we are

accepl the Chronicle story we must assume that
the obstacle was the presence of a hostile native
population. Bnt at Cursley Hill, in the depths of
the Vale, was an Anglo-Saxon settlement yieldin
early and middle sixth eentury material, whic
appears not only to have maintained its existence
for at least two generations but eventuoally to have
averflowed to new ground near the present Church.
I think the real difficulty was more likely to have
heen the nature of the terrain. At no prior period
does the region appear, except beside the Icknield
Way route, to have been other than sparsely
oecupied, and the same physical disadvantages
seam to have operated in Romano-British times.
The Romano-British distribution-maps reveal no
settlement of importance in the county, and only a
few villas or farms seattered along the routes of the
Icknield Way and the Roman roads. In accordance
with their usuasl custom, the Romano-Britons
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appear to have made no attempt to cultivate the
low-lying clays, and little evidence of their presence
in the interior of the county oceurs except upon a
few island sites of rising ground. Whatever may
have been the position in Iron Age times only
weak Romano-Brifish oceupation is seen in
the Chiltern interior — mainly on the chalk and
alluvial soils in the valleys of the few streams
which empty themselves into the Thames and
Colne. These sites however—with the exception
of Hambleden — were probably e¢olonised from
Verulamium, and access [rom that direction was
denied to the Saxon invaders by the forests of
Essex and Hertfordshire. No traces of occupation
in any early period—as far as T am aware—occur in
the Gault and Kimmeridge Clay belt save a single
coin of Tasciovanus found at Stoke Mandeville,
near Ayleshury.

As will be observed from the schedule of
Saxon sites the total number of inhumations—as
far as it is possible to estimate from the frequently
inadequate reports — amount to 248, while only 7
cremation urns are recorded. They cover a period
of at least two generations and include burials of
both sexes. he figures have been generousl
estimated, and alihough little betler than a roug
guess, they are the only evidence we have in this
connexion. But if trebled to provide for un-
discovered or unrecorded burials the total would
still not appear, after allowance has been made for
old people and those engaged in essential food
produetion, to have afforded al any one time much
margin for warlike campaigns of suppression or
aequisition in the region, had appreciable resistance
been fortheoming.

It is of course always possible that there are
large Saxon cemeteries in our area, or substantial
additions to existing sites, awaiting discovery.
But the combination of circumstances which led to
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the discoveries of the past have now operated for
many years, and [ doubt whether new finds
sufficient to vary these conclusions, are likely.

It is of interest to observe thal there are in
Bucks few Saxon cemeteries which are not on risin
ground, and few which do not reveal traces o
previous occupation either on the site itself or in
the immediate neighbourhood. The outcrops of
Lower Greensand in the Stone locality, (fig. 11),
are of significance in this connexion.
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It seems probable therefore that until at least
the close of the sixth century—perhaps before the
Saxons had had fime to multiply sufficiently to
make the demand for land more competitive—
Bucks was but lightly oceupied either by Saxon
or nafive.

Whai were the relations existing befween such
Saxons and natives as were o be found in the
region?  Again, litfle more than suggestions can
be offered. Bul whatever may have been the case
elseawhere, 1 do not believe our inland and isolated
area was the scene of constani raids, conflicts and
hostility eulminating in a decisive baltle in 571.
Indeed, I goneeive an opposite state of affairs, Tt may
be asked whether it is not more probable that the
primary actuating motives of the ordinary immi-
grants were o escape from such conditions on the
Continent, and to establish new homes where they
could eulfivate the land and found a family, Apart
from the inevitable bands of sea-pirates and gang-
stars, I am not convineed that the life of either the
native or the average immigrant was spent in look-
ing for trouble. f 80, how did they live: and
whenee did they obfain their sustenance?

It is difficult to accept the vituperative
verbiage of Gildas as history, and it may be that
the emphasis laid by the early Chronicle enfries on
wide-spread Baxon aggression and battles is mis-
leading. Understatement was seldom a failing of
early Northern peoples.

The traditional exploits and genealogies from
which the early Chronicle eniries were culled were
not originally recited to audiences for a historical
purpose, but to help pass the long winter nights or
to divert on especial occasions.  Dull, matter-of-
fact accounts of colonisation and every-day routine
—aonly too familiar to the listeners—were not likely
to figure in the repertoire. Like its modern
counterparts, the popular film and ‘thriller,’
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heroic verse had to satisfy an inherent need and
probably accommaordate itself to a popular demand.
And, we may think, it was equally representative
of the real conditions of every-day life.

The extent of the preknowledge—either dirvect
or from hearsay—of various areas, or even prior
contacts by Saxon immigrants with the Romano-
British population, may deserve more investigation
than it has received. All that need here be said
is that at different times the Roman férces serving
in Britain and elsewhere included a substantial
number of Germanic auxiliaries, and it may be
asked whether, al a time when conditions on the
Continent were giving rise to large-scale emigra-
tion, there were nol many of such returned ex-
sorviee men whose minds inclined to the counfry
where they had served and the neighbourhoods
they had known. It is of course only possible to
surmise as to the kind of recoption they might have
expected to receive upon arrival, but from such
evidence as we have of early Teutonic preferences
there can have been few more desirable distriets
than that occupied by the extensive agricultural
Romano-British settloments hbeside the upper
reaches of the Thames, and the Dorchester Saxon
finds (which included the skeleton of a woman),
in the heart of thal region, are the earliest known
burials in the whole of England. At Frilford and
other Berkshire siter, the Romano-Britich buarials
were closely associafed with Saxon interments.

But in our area as, with buf few excepfions,
elsewhere, no definite archaeological evidence—in
the present state of our knowledge — for the
survival of the native is forthcoming.  Will such
evontually be found among those burials now
classified as Anglo-Saxon in origin; or among those
indeterminate shards not infrequenlly found in a
Romano-British context; or in earthworks—as at
Chester — 1o be associated perhaps with the post-
Roman period? Mr. Leeds has toyed with the
thought that the disc brooches—those cheaper sub-
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stitutes for more elaborate ornament — may
represent ‘a naiive element in the Anglo-Saxon
jewellery-casket,” although he adds what little
evidence is available for their association suggests
that they were Anglo-Saxon ereations on British
g01l.* Two of these brooches oceur in the material
from the later Bishopstone site near the Church.

It may be thought, therefore, that a policy of
‘live-and-let-live'—it not active co-operation and
intermarriage — was more likely to represent the
conditions in the region at this time. Whatever
may have happened at Bedcanford, the mention of
the four towns has all the look of having originated
in a desire to indicate the route. But a simple
statement, to that effect was not in the heroic tradi-
tion, and consequently they were ‘taken’ in the
usual way. It is noteworthy that no archaeologi-
cal evidence of any kind exists for the presence of
mgan Saxons at Aylesbury, although of course if
18 possible that such may lie beneath the founda-
tions of the present town.

In conelusion, it is interesting to observe the
increasing influence of Kentish models on objects
from our area, the constrouction of which typologi-
cally is to be dated to the late sixth or early seventh
cenfuries® Mr. Leeds has suggested that this is
lo be associated with the great extension of power
at that time of Ethelbert, the first Christian King
of Kent.®™ And although the Kentish preponder-
ance declined with hig death, it will be recalled that
the influential Frankish bishop Agilbert was
appointed to the see ol Dorchester-on-Thames, in
succession to Birinus, in the year 651. The presence
of the Kentish-influenced ornaments suggest at
least reasonably settled conditions and increasing
lrade facilities at the time of their construction.

4 Arch, XCI, 83,

a1 My, Kondreiek's nrguments for an earlier dating sf the Kentsb
mutorial are sal out o Antiguity VII, 420453

a3 Apph. LXIII, 102, and Ilit‘l.'ﬁl'.. Journ. XTTT, 8458
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But guch ornaments may have had a long life before
they were buried, or contacts may have been late in
reaching this inland district, and it is not improb-
able that some of the late sites where they occur
may be more advanced in the sevenih century than
has generally been thought. Christianity is
believed to have spread over the distriet about the
middle of the seventh century, buf the inhabitants
are hardly likely to have seen the light en blog, and
the acceptance of Christianity does not immediately
connote churchyard burial. Indeed, there is
evidence elsewhere that old customs—with modi-
fied grave furnishings — persisted for an appreci-
able time, and it may be that the settlements
represenfed by our late cemeteries, together with
Mercian infiltrations and alliances, united to form
the Cilternsaetan of the Tribal Hidage.

It is at such time, with natural increases of
population and consequently intensified demands
for new land, that one would more reasonably
expect to find organised intertribal warfare with
the forceable dispossession of any unabsorbed
native population and their dispersion to the
forests of Brill, or ‘deserls’ of Chillern, And,
unless eveptually proved by excavation to bhe of
Iron Age origin, it is fo this time I would assign
the Chiltern Grimsditches.



