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AN TRON AGE BSITE AT
BLEDLOW, BUCKS

By J. F. HEAD and C. M. PIGGOTT,

I, THE SITE

Altention was first drawn to this site in 1938 by the
writer's wife, who, noticing the superior vegetation
growing on it, examined it and found several shards of
pottery, a poorly worked flint scraper, and a saw-
marked fragment of bone (Fig, 1, no. 4, on p. 196).* It
was then decided to make a more thorough examination
as soon as an opportunity ocourred, and in July of the
following year, tEg writer, assisted by Col, Serocold an
old friend and co-worker for many years in Bucks
nruhaﬂn[ugr, undertook this work.

The Site. Bledlow parish touches the eastern
boundary of Oxfordshire and the site is gituated on the
northern slopes of the Chilterns, between the 500° and
600’ contour lines, 61 yards on the Bledlow gide of the
llz;lrish hﬂﬁ:dar bet-weel;]_ thﬂt. p;lm:n and f:‘rmlndﬁnrt_m;11

See ma . Topographically the region 1s not typic
of the lljhﬂtarns lfit:ﬁ;:-eg, and {he use in an early Ris-
borough charter of the description **by Chiltern eaves"
is most appropriate to the site. S:::tft-lement of this
area can hardly have come by other than the Tcknield
Way. The hiﬁa with their {sa]l:-pingﬂ of heavy clay-
with-flints must have presented from the Thames to
Bledlow an uninyiting barrier to the interior; and it
is significant that, apart from an isolated group of
barrows on a chall plateau above Chinnor, little evi-
dence of prehistoric oceupation is found along the ridge
until the Blndl-:]w—‘iaumf;rtun valley is reached, whera
all periods are represented.

The contemporary settlement at Ellesborough® is
similarly sited with relation to the Upper Icknield
Way, and lies a few miles to the nurtE of onr site.

1 The illustrations of the finds sre by Mr, W, I, Grimes, to whom
gratafol thanks are alse duo for halpful information and ndvies,

7 Necordy of Hueks, TX, 349,
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Thanks are due to the Rev. C. N. White, of Elles-
borough, for bringing to notice the hitherto un-
recorded shard from that site, (Fig, V. on |1, 208).

Six hundred yards porth of our site, the Upper
leknield Way runs east and west along the northern
searp of the Chilterns. The importance of this route,
linking as it does the eastern fenlands with the
Wessex downland, will be discussed more fully at the
end of this report. But it was clear from the outset
that to add to the few recognized Iron Age sites from
Lhiﬂ region was likely to be profituble, and so it proved
Lo be,

It will be geen from the plan that an overgrown
hedge crosses the site,  We were unable to disturb this
hedge, which averaged 7”7 in width, and it effectually
denied us access to a substantial and important part
of the area. Moreover, such parts as we were able to
examine had been much disturbed. Our first im-
pression was that we had to deal with four separate
pits cut into the natural chalk and presumably of use
for storage purposes, As the work progressed, how-
ever, it was found that in fact these pits were all units
of o larger whole. For the sake of clearness these pits
were numbered 14, The filling of the whole area hod
served for a long period as a warren for rabbits and
other burrowing animals, and their activities, together
with promiscuous digging by local sportsmen, had so
turned over the site that any attempt at consistent
stratification was impracticable, But small areas,
protected to some extent by the roots of the hedge,
made it possible for some general conclusions to be
reached with n reasonable show of probability,

The Pits. Pit 1 on the N.W, gide of the hedge, in n
field known ag Smith's Field, was half of what we
assumed to be a large cireular pit. Upon exeavation
(half being first completed in vertical section), it was
seen that the walls, except a amall bay on the south-
west side, continued in a uniform curve towards the
hedge which overlay what we assumed to be the
remainder of the pit. These walls averaged 2' in
depth, and the foor fell slightly but evenly in the
direction of the hedge.
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Pitg 2, 3 and 4 on the south-east side of the
hedge, averaged 1°2", 2’8" and 2'2” in depth respective-
ly, and again their floors declined slightly but uniformly
towards the hedge. These three pits were
separated one from another by narrow partitions of
natural chalk rock, which however, terminated in half
circles, leaving the pits open to what appeared to be o
cormunon  central arvea, beneath the hedge. The
semi-dividing walls between the pits had been sloped
down to an average height of 1° at their terminations.
Had they originally eontinued their course so as to
form a complete circle, we should have expected to
lind, despite the disturbances, at least some fallen
masses of elean chalk among the filling: such however
wis not the case.  No indication of weathering or the
use of metal tools wag observed either on the walls or
Hoors. Pit 3 was slightly undercnt on its southern
side, as muy also bave been I'it 1, but a burrow tun-
nelled along the angle of the wall and floor, made this
nneertain. No post holes were observed,

An “ocoupation level.””  Despite the later disturb-
ances it wag clear that an oceupation level of dark soil
had originally extended evenly and unbrokenly across
Lhe brim of the pits, their dividing walls, and in short
over the whole of the site. From this layer in Pit 1
close against the hedge, came the bronze ring-headed
shouldered pin (Fig. 1, no, 1), two flint hammer-
stones, a flint geraper, flint flakes both burnt and un-
burnt, together with the bulk of the animal remains.
Some shards from this level had evidently been carried
down by roots or rabbits, and shard No, 42 from Pit 1
was found in two pieces, one in the dark layer and one
from the Hoor level.

The Lower Levels. Below this occupation layer, the
fillings of the pits consisted of an admixture of chalk
rubble and brown earth with fine prey chalk dust.
Animal bones occurred thronghont, together with
fragmentg of silicions sandstone and 14 smooth water-
worn flint and quartzite oval pebbles of the slingstone
type. From this level, 5” above the Aoor of Pit 2, but

8 Tor oxplanastion of this fonbure goo tho sootion Iwitrprefation of the siie,
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in disturbed soil, came the iron hook with twisted
shalt (No. 2). This may have worked down from a
higher level. The bone awl (No. 5) was found near the
hook in the same disturbed material. The bone gonge
(No, 3), and the hollow bone tube (No. tf:},
were recovered outside the habitation area in the
moidern arable surface soil 2 and 18" from the
marging of the lpim on the N. and 8. sides of the
hedge respectively,

We were definitely of the opinion that the filling of
the pits consisted of material originally excavated
from them, and which after a comparatively brief
period of weathering on the surface ?lad heen thrown
hack again, if not in one operation, after but short
intervals, Although all the pits may not have been
dug simultaneously, it is unlikely that any considerable
length of time separated one from another—and there
15 no reason to suppose that the site was in use for
many years. In an effort to determine the extent of
the inhabited area we used ‘bosing’ and probing in-
struments and, with Mr. O. G. 8. Crawford, carefully
examined the neighbouring ground, In addition air
photographs were taken by the late Major Allen whose
unfailing kindness and co-operation we gratefully
acknowledge., None of these methods proved success-
ful, and only excavation will give us the answer.
Unfortunately the Chiltern chalk does not lend itself
readily to detection of sites from the air,

Interpretation of the Site. Since the site was ex-
cavated, a report &!lhlished by Dr. Bersu on the Iron
Age settlement at Woodbury near Salisbury® has drawn
attention to some newly recognised features of Iron
Age farms. These are ‘working places,” a series of pits
and hollows of varying depth opening out one into an-
other to cover a large area of ground. After comparin
the hallows and working places of Woodbury wit
some in Upper Egypt, Dr. Bersu says: “'At harvest
time, the women sat in these depressions and prepared
the froits of the field for storage. The maize was
husked, sugar cane was ent and made into bundles anl

4 Prop, Prehise. Soe. (1840}, pp. 30-111, and more sapocinlly 64-T8,
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soon, I was told that the hollows were deserted except
at harvest time. If one of the rare rains came the
hollows got silted up with mud and were later dug out
afresh, If they had lain deserted, they became full of
all sorts of rubbish and refuse, which, when the hollows
were established anew, were carefully removed, to
maintain a clean working-place.”

I'rom the plans and sections published by him, we
can now see that our pits are in reality most probably
not ntﬂraﬁe pits at all, but units of one of these working
places, 1f this is the case, the dark occnpation layer
may represent the accamulated rubbish after the
harvest was dealt with one year, and before the next
was reaped. Why the site was allowed to fall into dis-
use we cannot tell, but after a short life of perhaps only
a very few years, it was filled with rubbish and with the
soil originally removed from it, and, perhaps because
the farming family moved or died out, it was no longer
necessary to keep it clean for the future.

This interpretation of the site is important, as il
indicates the presence of a farm settlement nearby.
And this means that there should be more pits and
working places, possibly even remains of drying racks
and granaries,

1t is to be hoped that more will be done to this site.
In the meantime this small excavation is especially
useful—for it has given us a cloe to the true nature of
the settlement we have discovered,

T.F.H.

3 For tha phobograph st the heginning of this paper wo are grateful to
Me, °, W. Roberts, of High Wysombe, who wolked long distancos and took
proat troubln o abinin it
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II. THE POTTERY AND FINDS AND THEIR
SIGNTFICANCE.

L. The Bone Implements (Fig. 1, nos, 3 to 6).

These sawn and polished fragmentg represent types
well known at All Cannings Cross (see specially Plyngﬂeg
12 and 13 of that publication). Our no, 3 is almost
exactly paralleled from that site (Pl 12, nos. 12 and
13), and is evidently made from the tibia of a sheep or
goat, and ornamented with incised notches as shown.
‘I'he bone has been hollowed out and the butt end
pierced. The lower end is broken off, but the polish
on it attests much nse. No. 5 ig part of an awl or
pricker, or possibly part of a needle in process of
manufacture, The hollow tube (no. 6) has been care-
fully tapered and shows polish through nse.

2. The Ring-Headed Pin of Bronze (Fig. 1, no. 1).

This pin, which is in excellent condition, is one of a
well-known class, and here at Bledlow iz in the main
area of the distribution in south-east England.® These
ping are normally associated with the Iron Age ‘A’
culture. This example with notcheg on the front of the
ring ghould belong to the fourth century B.C.

3. The tron Hook (Fig. 1, no. 2).

This is presumably a flesh-hook and its use can best
be understood from the photograph published as Plate
XVII in Fox's Archacology of the Cambridge Region,
though in that instance belonging to a later example
from Stanfordbury, Southill” Examples of Halstatt
date on the Continent appear to be plain, whereas, aa
Dechelette notes, the La Tene examplés are orna-
mented with a twist. With our other evidence pointing
to a date at the end of the fourth century to about 250
B.C. for thig site, our example is probably also of that
time.

B Ben 3, (L Dunning: “The Swan'snedc and Ring-loadmd Pins of tha
Enrly Imon Apo® Adreh. Jovrnal, XOTI, 1936, pp. S60—305

T Bimilar hooks ars flusirabed by Duchelotto: Mowuel 4 Arahealagie,
vol, TLI, fig. A2}, omd pp. 293205,
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THE POTTERY,

The pottery described below is consistent in showing
8 Wessex A2 character. Tt is not necessary to quote
parallels to individual shards as there is a large amount
of readily accessible material for comparigon. 1 donot
think we need suspect any influences from outside the
"A’ enlture.  Haematite appears to be present on one
or two shards, but without an analysis it is impossible
to be certain.”

Description of the Pottery.”
(Figs. I, 1T and II1.)

L. Dark grey, smoothed and leathery, Grain impression,
probably wheat, on the outer surface. Level B,

2, Very hord close-grained paste with little flint backing.
Finger impressions round inside of rim. Level B.

34. Hard grey, speckled with grits, some of which may be
shell. At one place on the rim more clay has been added
after firing to thicken the inside. Floor level.

5. Very fine and smooth paste. Tloor level.

6. Smooth black. Level A.

7. Brownish black, containing much fine grit, some of which
may be shell. Floor level.

B. Roughly made fat rim. Large grits. Level Al

9. Upright rounded rim. Surfacc.

10, Sandy red and grey ware with flint grits on inside. In-
turned rim. Surface.

11. Dark grey. Level C.

12 Well made red ware, without polish. Suwrface,

13, Leathery red, smoothed. Grit backing, Floor level,

14,  Grey, some grits. Roughly smoothed with fingers on
both surfaces. Floon level.

15. Reddish clay, no grits, black inside. Roughly smoothed
surfaces and very small finger tip impressions on
shoulder, Level C.

16, Reddish sandy ware. Groove as shown., Level C.

17. Probably a lid, but could be upright. Outer surface
smoothed. Level A,

B Bga I, K. P, Oukley: Nofe on Hasmabile ware in Hepoed on Modden
Cratle, Bov, of Antiq., Lond., 1981 pp. 57880,

" Notn that Level A refors to Humns and Barthy chalk; Tenvol B, to

tha veonpation layer; Lavel 0, o chalky rubble down to 8 inches above
Floor lovel, (See secton on p. 188).
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Dark grey, roughly smoothed. Angle uncertain and it

may be a lid. Floor level.

Mud colowred corky ware. Level A,

Fine dark grey, carefully made, with remains of burmnish-

ing on the outside and on the inside, White flling in

the incised pattern, Floor level,

Very large flints in well fired red-brown ware. Level C.

Shoulder angle with deep finger tip Impression. Red-

brown sandy ware. Surface.

Deep wedge shaped impressions on red sandy ware.

Black inside. Level Al

Very roughly potted. Sandy ware with large flints.

Both surfaces unsmoothed. Floor level.

Grey ware, reddish outer surface. Unsmoothed inside

and roughly smoothed outside. Floor level,

Sandy black pottery, once burnished, Surface.

Light brown, roughly smoothed surface. Some grits and

many pgrass impressions. Evidently a very large pot

Floor level. ;

Not illustrated. Another fragment of 42,

Well made dark grey ware, burnished outside. Floor

level.

Fine black, slightly burnished. Tloor level

Sandy grey ware, orange surface unsmoothed, Floor

level,

Well made buff paste. Surface worn. No remains of

white filling. Level B.

Red surfaces om grey ware. Sandy. Floor level

Very much abraded fragment. TFine grey ware with red

surface and remains of what appears to be haematite slip.

Surface,

Lighlt E;FEF and very sandy, with surfaces worn right away.
vel B,

Highly burnished surface on dark grey-black sandy ware,

Floor level.

Shoulder angle. Fine white-flled incisions, Paolished

leathery ware. Tloor level.

Grey, evidently once polished. Tevel A.

Sandy grey ware with red (7 haematite) burnished

surface. Pattern suggests beginning of swags. Floor

level.

Duarlk grey, leathery with smoothed surfaces, The punch

mirks retuin remains of white filling. Surface.

Dull fine grey ware, much worn and surface pone. Grass

marks on inside. Floor level.
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Hard grey ware with polished surfaces. Level B.
Black, very sandy. Finger smoothing marks on outside.
Diameter just under 5, Level A,

Fine leathery brown-grey with polished surface. Tloor
level,

Buff ware with burnished surface. Floor level,
Blackish grey with some flints. Surface.

Very fine brown ware unlike most of the clay, used on
this site. Floor level.

Well fired dark grey with small flint backing, Very
roughly executed design. Level B.

Very fine sandy paste with white flecks. Black with
red surfaces. Floor level.

Extremely roughly made. Covered with streaks and
some grass marks, Reddish brown, Inside roughly
smoothed. Surface

Fine grey hard pottery, Orange surface originally
burnished. The finger marks inside sugpest that some
sort of turn-table was wsed. Floor level,

Fragment of reddish brown ware with white flecks.
Probably a shard which was in the process of being made
into a spindle whorl. Level C.

Dark grey sandy ware with roughly made incisions,
Floor level.

Grey sandy ware with carefully finished light red surface,
The small area of design remaining suggests a4 curvilinear
pattern. Surface

Black, grooved fragpment. Floor lewel,

Curvilinear decoration in shallow wide grooves. TFine
grey wore with lighter core and turning marks on the
inside. Floor level,

Pusal.ihlj,r the same pot as 27. Ware identical. Floor
level.

1l’.tlnet:llst: sandy pottery, finely fecked. Pink inside, TFloor
evel,

Whitish grey paste with black burnished surface.
Decoration extremely finely done with a pin point, Floor
level,

Reddish brown, no grits, Part of a handle, Level A,
Fragment of a large pot. Fine ware, carefully made.
Exterior smoothed and polished. Surface.

Part of a base. Surface,

Hard fine grey ware, no grits. Remains of white filling.
Level B.

? omphalos base, TLight buff. Floor level.



Fig. II. Tron Age Pottery from Bledlow, Scale = jths



Fig, III, Iron ﬂ;;c Pottery Irom Bledlow,
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Fig, IV, Iron Age Pottery from Bledlow, Scale = §ths
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This pottery from Bledlow is especially interesting
ag its publication follows soon after two important
publications in Oxoniensia VII (1942), with J. 8. P.
Bradford’s discussion of the pottery from Dorchester
in the Thames Valley, and also the group of Tron Age
‘A’ pottery from Chinnor, close to our present site—
publiaheﬂy Peter Crossley-Holland,

Bradford stresses the difference between the ‘unadul-
terated |Thames Valley| Al culture, fresh from the
‘ontinent, at Long Wittenham'® which evidently ar-
rived by way of the Goring Gap, and Blewburton
Hill® nnl{vn short distance to the south and on the
fringe of Wessex. [Ilere was found ‘well preserved and
unmixed Wessex ‘A’ characteristics including the
[[lrnutice of haematite slipcoating.”  While the Oxford

Jasin was in no way unreceptive of Wessex contacts,
Bradford emphasises how that area ‘lacks the natural
topographical unity of Wessex.'

But the Chilterns are geologically an extension of
the Wessex chalk, and it is hardly surprising to find
that archaeologically they are associated as well at all
events in those times when the Iron Age ‘A’ culture was
predominant, Tt is erroneous to suppose that the con-
trast in appearance we notice to-day between the
wooded Chilterns on one side of the Tﬂamea and the
bare Berkshire Downs on the other was anything like
as apparent in the Tron Age, For one must assume
that there were large patches of downland still fairly
thickly forested® And this natural topographical
affinity between the two chalk ridges was perhaps not
the most important factor in linking them culturally.
For the lines of communication from Wessex, both
along the escarpment and the ridge of the Berkshira
Downa have their continuation across the Thames on
to the Chilterns, and we can assume that it was mainly
by way of these routes that Wessex fashions spread
north-eastwards (see Map B). The most important
of these routes were the Ridgeway and the Tcknield
Way. Probably the whole length of the Icknield Way

10 Ozondensds, T1 [1087), 111

13 ferky Arch. Jowrnm. (1ME),
13 Bee Foxi Peovenalilty of Dritaim, 4th ed, (141), p. 55
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was in use by Iron Age times. Before that, some
stretches of it are no doubt earlier than others as its
extension became necessary to link the increasing
nuu[ilher of settlements along its course. It has been
ﬂ&i :_lE
“The greater part of the Chiltern plateau and the
North Downs must have lLieen wooded. In both areas,
scarp-crest trackways are absent or discontinuous, and it
is probable that in early times the only naturally open
ground was on the scarp face. . . At the foot of both the
scarp-and-dip-slopes of the Chalk escarpments, conditions
of soil and water supply were much more favourable to
settlement . . . The marly Lower Chalk provided good
arable soils where slopes were moderate; even where
steep chalk slopes rise above clay land, the clay below
the scarp fuce is lightened by chalky wash, which assists
in flocculating the clay aggregates and rendering the soil
crumby and granular. Where present, the Upper Green-
sand also provided a bench of easily worked soils, and
water was generally available from one or more lines of
springs.”

A section through the Chalk ¥scarpment a mile or
two to the east of Ellesborough, at Coombe Hill™
shows the Upper Icknield Way running along the
Junction of the Middle and Lower Chalk with a narrow
stratum of Melbourn Rock between. The Middle
Chalk, which underlies the Upper Chalk covered with
clay-with-flints ia there only about 250 yards in width.
On the other side of the Icknield Way the Lower Chalk
extends for § mile before grading into the underlying
Upper Greensand and Gault, which would have carried
heavy woodland in prehistoric times.!

It is not proposed to discuss the significance of
the Icknield Way to Iron Age ‘A’ settlers, for we are
here only concerned with that part of it to the west of
Hitchin and east of the Goring Gap. But it is worth
noticing in passing that it is archaeologically divisable
into three main divisions,

i Wooldridge in An Hatorical Feoprophy of Englund Sofore 1800, edited by
H, . Dorby, Cambridgs, 10896, (p. 93,

14 Britinsh Hogional Geology, Fondon wpad the Phomes Talloy, by R L,
Sherleck. H.M. Biationery Offies, 10085, flg. 10

1 Ben The Woodlendd ond Morshlonds of Swplond, by H. A, Wiloox,
Univerdty Pross of Ldverpool, 1035,
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I. Norfolk, Suffolk and Cambridgeshire,

On the question now concerning us Clarke says:—*

"The finer wares of Tron Ape "A’ in southern England
with haematite surface and geometric incisions with white
inlay are wholly absent from our region . . . In general,
the pottery of Tron Age ‘A’ in Norfolk and Suficlk has
close affinities in form and decoration with the coarse
ill-fired and hand-made wares, widely distributed over
south-east England as part of a common inheritance of
the Late Bronze Age urnfield culture, or derived direct
from the continental evolutfon of the culture. The
markedly Rhenish character of the pottery in the Fenland
basin has been emphasised by several writers. Similar
ware occurs in  Northamptonshire, Huntingdonshire,
Cambridgeshire, north-west Suffolle, west Norfolk and
Hertfordshire (refercnces) where Applebaum suggests
that it met a cenlral Furopean strain penctrating by way
of the Thames". (References to Great Wymaondley,
Wilbury and Haolwell, see below).

L. The Hitehin Gap. Thig valley through the
Chilterns is especially interesting archaeologically
sinee it is open to influences from three directions: (a)
from Norfolk and Suffolk and Cambridgeshire from
the east and north-east, (b) from the south (Thames
Valley) via the rivers Lea and Beane and (¢) ultimately
from Wessex from the west via the Tcknield Way
running along the Chiltern escarpment and ridge,
This area seems to have been a cultural pool where
were stopped and absorbed both influences from the
east and west, so that few East Anglian Iron Age
fashions reached the western ridge of the Chilterns and
likewise few Wessex influences were felt east of
the Hitchin Gap.

Holwell, Horts. Site a mile to the north of the
Icknield Way. Pits cut into sand, Affinities with
Wessex, Thames Valley, and Cambridge region."

Great Wymondley, Herts, Incised decoration with
white inlay, Chevrons and lattice.

16 Rambird Clarks in dreh, Jowrnal,, KOV, 1950, p. 8; tho whole articls
oivats pp. 1110, Ses also ox: drchaeofopy of Combridye Region,
17 At Journ, X1V, 885,
" udﬁw. Prebiat, Sap, Koat Awglia, VI, 073, pl, XXXV] o, and XXXVII
and I
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Wilbury nsar Letchworth. Pottery includes rim
with applied moulding below rim as at Scarborough.
Fragment with chevrons incised after baking.”

III. The main Chiltern Ridge, Very little ]i‘mttery
has so far turned up from this ridge, probably largely
due to its wooded character. The new site 1s there-
fore of the greatest importance. All three known ‘A’
sites reflect the Wessex culture as exemplified at All
Cannings Cross and along the Berkshire Ridgeway at
Liddington,® Rams Hill™ and other sites,

Ellssboraugh, Bucks., (Records of Bueks., IX, 349,
and fig. V on next page). Iron Age ‘A 2’ of Wessex
derivation. White filled ornament.

Chinnor, Ozon, (Oxoniensia, V11 1942 p. 108-9).
This site is close to Bledlow and Ellesborongh, The
pottery included carinated bowls and situliform jars of
‘A 2' types. Incised chevrons, ete,

Bledlow, Bucks. (Records of Bucks., X1V, 149, and
present paper).

We have no evidence for any influence of a
‘B’ character, which might be expected as Mr,
Hawkes points out® in the later third century and
afterwards, and as there is no reason to suppose the
Chilterns were a cultural backwater (for at Choles-
bury®™ and Adwell Cop® "B influence can be distin-
guished ) we may infer that the settlement at Bledlow,
beginning sometime in the late fourth century on the
evidence of the ring-headed pin (see p. 197 and fig, 1,
no. 1) came to an end within the next fifty years or
0. I donot think we can be far wrong if we suggest
300—250 B.C. as the approxiate date of the oceupation.

CMP.

W Fourn, Brit, Adrch, Ass,, na, XXXVITL, 870 £
o OWoA N, XXXVITT (1914), p. 576 .

21 And, Jowen., XX (1040), 485-80.

22 jhid, p, 238,

13 Jowen. Bt drah, das, ns, XAXTX, 208,

2 (roniemaig, VII (18942), po 99, sod Ag. 18,
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P'Ig. ¥ El[esbc:-mugh. Scale = #jihe

APPENDIX A,

Bones from Iron Age Site at Blodlow, Bucks.
By F. . PRASER, Hritish Musoim, Natumil History Dept.

Tha animals represontod in tho collection are all commenly dumesi.
entod ones—horss, ox, eheep, pig aml dog.

Horse—Tho meatarsnl of & small horss, the disgtil and of anothor and
two chosl tecth epmpriss the ideatified bones of thia species. Thoe mete-
fnrsal is comparsble in sige with that of sn animsl whout twelvie hands
high. The dimuvoudeos of the bops, 256 mm. lmg and 46 mm. in width
distrlly mre similar, within o milllmetres or two, Lo those of w apeaimon Trom
n Romano-British wibe,

0% ~Tha ffaz bones and tosth wre, with one axception, [rom very small
nuimaly, Measurable gpocimens hnve besn compored with the same bones
in n Chillinghuwm ox, oot with the implicstion that thers in afflnity =0 fur
na hresd i85 concernod, ot morely on sooount of similarity in mee. It is
miora lkaly (hst the bresd setuslly Involvod s foe fongéfrons, tho Coltio Ox,
nnd an incomplete horn core in the callection, by 1te size and shape, sapports
thiy opinion,

The following records of messorable apecimens moy e oasfol for
futura reforoncs.  In brackeis after cach messuremont the comparshle
dimension in the Chillingham & stated,

Jawbone (distal Hp wanting) ... . length 333 mon, (356 mm.)
Tikis (juv, with distinet ap]p'hyaml A 286 mm, (300 mom, )
Motnoarpad . A i 1% mim. (171 mm.)
Tbold  oosssirssessis widtli  Smm. {56 mm.)
Humarus, dull:ﬂ md. - TEmm, ( 79 m.)

{hor portions of oz lknlnbuu |||.ulndh ‘luuﬂ!. two frogmentnry lower jm.luup.1
o sonpule, an ulne, o radies, corpad and (sl bones, metapodiale and
phalangos, thoe diktal end of o fomur. A polvis fragment has » probahile
tool mark on it ALl these, i go far oo Dieir Progmontary sondition would
perinit eomparison o be mwade, woro Foos sninils similar s g=o o tho
brood alrendy sogerted.
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Tha spocdmien of coseptional aiss 8 the last lower maolar of & vary largn
ox. It wna comparnd with the sema tooth in n specimony of fee primigeniu
in the Ceological Departmont, Heitish Mossam, ond wes found to boe of
almost (dontics) dimendions, The erown longth of the Blediow specimon
wan 47 mm, Tho tooth was in the topmost layer of four resopnissd hy the
axcavalor of the pit, aod in the absones of any ofher ovidones its associntion
with the othor bones wud testh in considered to be fortuitons,

Shaep—The rocognisalle shosp honos neo fow in nomber and amadl in
. Thoy somprise the following -—paw bones, Cthe lell huameras of an adult
pomparable in size with that of a Son Ham in the esteologion] oolleotion,
n mnall Gibin, and tho whalt of a long hono Toae corinindly idontifiskle, Bovon
chosk teoth [rom sheep are (noluded.

Pig.—Pig bones ond teath are only slightly more abondant than sheep.
A portion of mandible with lost molar in site ood messuring 30 mm, woan
enmiparnd with dimenidons of Boropoan S sarofn (. whidh the rango is
Wahmm. In anothor left lowar Jaw, small 0 sleo, the third molir hod
ot eruplod, There in o right jaw Teggoent, probably from Lhe samo
niimal, and & promaxillary fragment with teeth, Portlons of Bumerus,
pepuln mnd o fow teoth comploto the identifnkle material,

Dog~Tho right mmus of the lower jow bolonging (o nn old animal
comperes in wize with thad of a spandel in the oseologieal Collection., A
frogmantary onning is also bolloved, o be from o dog,

Bosldon thy specimons roforred Lo thers wers numercuas fragments of
lomg  hones, rils, wortelrae, ofte, nonn of which hod the appooranes of
belonging &0 spocion other than thoss moentionoed.

In the ‘B lovel matorial s emall foagment of burnt bone wias noted,

APPENDIX B.
“Charcoals” fram an lren Age Site at Bledlow, Bueks,
By H. A, HYDE, Dopartment of Botany, National Museam of Walas,

Tho speeimens, which all appeerod (o have boon complotely enrboninmd
by fire, aftor hoving beon frantored Cransvorsoly, rodindly and tangonbially,
wore eximined  fest umder b Bakor low  power  Binooular  micmosoope
fohjoctivie No, 0 and oyepiecos x 16 joint magmifleation = 7) and thon
under n higher poworsd mieropeops (mognifieation = 00),  'The fellowing
idontifiontions wern momile:—

1. Materials from the fillings of the pits.

Aeer cumpestre L (Flold Mapla): ¢ pioces, the largest shoot 1 em.
ridinlly x 1 cm. tangentially = 0.7 am. g :

Crotoegur ap, probobly @, monogyna Joeq.: 1 piess, 1.3 = 1.8 © 1.7 om,
ond ehowing 17 annual rings.

The remnining frajonents were too small or too irregular for identifl-
endion.

If. From an occupation lovel,

Torylus Acellona L. {Hasal): irrepolar porton of o young stam 18 em.
in dismoter and 1.9 om. long showing B snmusl ringa.

Querens Fobur L. smm, Int (Oak): thros frogments (probebly all
derived from the samo pisos) tho largest 1.5 x 0.4 x 1.8 om., with 3 nnnual
rings.

Prunut ap. (Chorry, alos or plum}: part of o vary yomng heanoh,
00 x 04 x 0.2 om. with 8 annual ringes.

All tho trone reforred to are common in Bookinghemelire to-day and
their pocurrencn ol on Tron Agoe sito sbems fo onll fer no commont.



