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DISCOVERY OF A ROMANO-BRITISH POTTERY KILN SITE NEAR FULMER 

A Romano-British Pottery Kiln ha b en located in the parish ·of Fulmer, almost exa ·t.ly li miles due south-east of the kiln-sit at Wap ey's Wood, Hedgerley, described in Reom·rl: Xlll, pp. 252-280. Tbe.sitei just blow the r st of the hill on the Souths utb -w .. st cdg of Dnl 's Wood and overlooks Fulmer anti the Alderbom·n Vall y. It is quite near a new 
hcu~e uam ·<l Duk 's Kiln" which itself preserves the name of a brick kiln established by the Duke of Portland when rebuilding the mansion and park wall at Bulstrode about a century or more ago. The continuity of the tradition of good, workable clay in this area is thus interestingly borne out. The ground, which had been under the plough a very gr at many . ears ag , is now being worked as allotment-..,, ] as d by Mr. J. - . Hetherington. Sherds of pottery and hurnt matcri ~ 1.l began to turn up at v~ry shoJI w dep Lh, 6 in ,he.s to 1 foot, on t4e piece of ground b ing w rl·ed by Mr. A. Cock, who very kindly at one inf rm d me. As it was clearly impracticable t embark on a prop r xcnvation at the present time, the ground was dug a little more deeply in one or two areas to determine the nature of the site, and elsewhere it was dug as lightly as possible so as not to disturb the underlying material. A vast quantity of pottery has already come from these superficial operations-more than enough to indicate the nature of the site. An investigation of the field below the present finds, now under the plough, revealed a number of shercls, much rolled, indicating a thin spread probably from the source above,·now disclosed. It is clear that the site is the same in almost every way as that at Hedgerley. Only a most careful analysis of the pottery types can determine positively which of the two is the earlier, if, indeed, they are not contemporary. The sherds exhibit the same technique 



68 RECORDS OF BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
and so many of the same forms that there can be very little difference in date. (The H dg d y ki1ns wer in opration from circa 120 to 170 A.D., according t Mr. Cottrill's statement on ~h Hedg rley wares). It would be tempting to uggest. that th Fulmer site was the first, being lower down the valley, and that as the suitable clay became exhausted, or the markets in the district saturated, the potters penetrated further into the Chiltern area up the valley to Hedger ley. This may well be so, as many of the types app ar c urser than some at H dg r1e and are m,ore limited in rang . An almost complet stl·ainer of shallow, everted rim type has .emerged. and many of the large jars and pots (such as Nos. 1 and 2 in the Hedger ley Report) are present. No precise parallel to the "pie-dish" that was the most frequent and characteristic product of the Hedgerley kilns has so far appeared at Fulmer; but a fairly shallow vessel with a flat, moulded rim seems connected with it. Ornament is sparing, and is confined to the incised wave-crest and trellis type, and to burnished lines, som.etimes evenly spaced in a cordon, . ometime. diag nally grouped in threes or in trellis. Whit slip appears on four or five specimens . There .i:,; pel'h<-tpH u trat!e of roughcast-ware on only two examples, and at present there appear to be no mortaria, though some of the moulded rims (always from quite small vessels) may be derived types. Only one beaker is identifiable, and one rim-sherd apparently from a cup of similar form to No. 13 in the Hedgerley report, a Samian form imitation of circa 80-120 A.D. The base of a small pot has a cross roughly painted or burnished upon it; and Dr. Oakley points out that this was a charm to prevent milk in the vessel from going sour. A very high proportion of wasters is present, both overtired (hard, metallic grey) and underfired (almost reverted to clay). Much of the ware is very sandy with large particles of flint grit. Clay packing with grass marks appears again, as well as evidence of kiln debris in the shape of chunks of virified clay. There is not the same appearance of the very large stoking-pits filled witt. 
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ash and debri.<1 a~ at Hedg.erley, but a. narr w ho.rnber Reeme<l to run 'outh-eust from where Lhe first fin<lR were made. A second sour e of pottery, perha,p~ ttnother kiln or fill d up rubbish pit o curs a f w yards 
~ outb of the fir t area. Dr. K. P. Oakley has seen the site, and onfums that it is i th clay of th R ading B d , whi b here appearR just b low the Gla inl C1·avel spread of tb upper parL of Duk 's W d. Th H dg rley site was a.ctuall y in th gravel, w1 th u tlj ers of the Reading Beds a hart dista,nc away. G1'ey war·eR, . andy-buff, r , and bla k on re-d all wheel-rna l , ate present, s well a some very coa.J·se, llea.vy wares which l1ave more the appea:ranc f eing h:wd mad . Mr. J. G. H ther.ington, th wner of the sit , has very kindly surveyed it and placed it on a tracing of the 25 inch Ordnance Map: and he and Mr . C ck have most willingly placed all th material at m.y dispos~l. It i~ therefore hoped to t·etm·n to the s·ite and excavate it prop l'ly aft r th war, when in formation as t tlt e stru tur of the kilns may be £orthc ming. 
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