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NOTES. 
·· FURTHER, EXC'A VA'l'IONS AT NOTLEY ABBEY 

On resuming excavations in 1933 it was decided to investigate the Chapter House site which had been discovered in 1932. Following the east wall of the cloister the base of the jamb of t11 doorway leading to the Chapter House was un overed (see plan). It was of four members with deta hed jamb-shafts of a hard, sp ldy bla k stone containing numer us small fossils; fragment onl of these were found. Th base. were t pical Early English, and similar to those of the south jamb f the door leading to the lype, ex pt for Lhe greater depth of the second 
m~ber. Th son h jamb had already been removed. 

Attention was next directed to the north-east angle of the Chapter House building; here a layer of mortar was found approximately at the level of the cloister floor, but it did not spread continuously over the whole area. Westward of the east wall, and 3ft. 6ins. from it, a row of roof tiles was mortared into the floor level, while upon the wall flanking the other (that is, the north) side of this strip was a distinct mark showing that whitewash had been kept from it by some kind of dais, 3ft. 6 ins. wide and 7 ins. above the mortared floor. To the west of the row of tiles the mortared layer disappears for seven feet, but the space between had been disturbed, and the evidence was obscure. Under the stone bench in this corner (mentioned on p. 422 of the last issue of the Records), a remark­able interment was found. To the west of the row of tiles, and partly covered by the bench, was found a stone roughly worked with a hollow in which lay a skull. The rest of the skeleton seemed to be in place upon a layer of stones which included the corner of a rough slab 2 ins. thick; the bones of the hand, 
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NOTES 59 
r sting against the hip w r f und tmder th tile."i iu the positi n indi atcd on the larg plan (5). The a.sternm ~t p~bl't r the heu ·h if not th wall, had learly be n t•ebni Lt for six fe t; and the new ashJa.r fa •ing finished against the older rubbl con-tru tion of the l ench to the- west with a stl·a.ight j int, in which was firmly mortared a tile similar to thos .f uud in tb ·loister. H was notice l, how ver, that although t.h b n b and the wall behind it were dir..;tin t in ·he rubbl portion..:;, no trac was found in tb rebuilt sertion of an wall-fa e abo e the bencl1. 
Thi~ may m rely be the res~ult of the wall-stnmp her being . n ar ·he surf a ·e of the ground; but on th whole it ~cem.s that if he ben h continued along thi s ction it wa.s at least one •ourse f masonry higher than to the west. The fad that there is no orres­ponding traight joint in the c terior face of the wall, h wever suggests ilia the rebuilding which took place may have beeu conn ted with the er ction of 
~:>orne kind of monument over the burial, whl h is exactly beneath the ashlar fauing. Upon the bench itself is the heat · r-shap d base, with pier of a similar se tion upou it, referred to in th last i sue of the 1leco?·ds (p. 422)-se 2 on the large plan. 

Tbe pre ,i:;; rlate of this wall has still to be d ter­mined. Mea.nwhile, one may conje ,ture that tl e gap in he morta.reu Gool' indicates the site of abbot ' graves, u1 d that the mark f a dais suggests a low platff)rm fur Llt • abbot' s •hai l'; th · Hignifican of tL h utor-!:ihap (l m·l 1 aud pier rerm ins b. ·m· , but if au )Lb r w ~ r Lo be disc v red t th w st it might represent u shaft of an arcade over the bench, anu to th.j RUpposiLion W al'" almost d1'iv n . by the abn rmal thi1mess of the -~bapter Hou. wall. 
ln addi i n to b abov the inner waH of the cloister wn. found, nnd is mark d by dotted lines on the large plan. The s nth-east pier of the ti·ansept ha.s been ·over cl again. A small plan Rhow its peculiar shape .. 



60 RECORDS OF BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
These r sults have an appearance of in ons quence, but taking into a ount the very disturbed character of the ground, and th limit d time availabl f J' iigging, mu:t b consid red fairly satiRfa tol'y . 

XPHER HoHLER. 
DISCOVERY OF ROMAN REM:AINS Tw di. 'overi s f f:l m int re t have re ently been made in the south f the onnty and f rm a Hl ful a iditi n to th Rom<w Mstigia of Bn ks. "When e~ avating f r c n w r ac.lway in E field north of Na.T ot an , ba.l£ nt St. Gil g a littl w . t f 

Kirby'~ briekw ·ks a worlcm..:'tn dr ve his pi. k thr ugh a, small 1 ot c 1 taiuing 4:0 Hilver anu 12 >pf) r ·oins, 
e~1,nging in date from 54 A.D . to 161. The particulars are as follows:-Sihcr Denarii. Copper. Nero (54-68) 1 V espas~an ( 67' -7'9) 1 Domitian (8~9:6;) 1 Trajan (98-117) 18 6 Hadrian ( H-138) 18 5 AntoninusPius(13-8-161) )_ 4 and Faustina (died 141) J Uncertain 2 1! 

40 12 
'I'h ir ul irna e <test innti o i!-lnll .erLa,in , bnf; he l nJ :-;erretary iR l< p1ug in tou ·h illt t l1 e 1 r seut bolucrR. lu. lh H ll imm diat ly Routl1 of W:-q s y R ·wood, Hetlg l'l y Mr. '. l( u11iamy mad nn iml oriaut ui~­e er)' wb] ·b will b Lh ~ lll. > .i . or H l'n ll l'ep I' h L .1' after a tl J' LlJh in s i.ga ·jnn b;;Ls be n made. Preliminary digging wn"" c::~,rri d out Ltndel' th · diTe·ti nof Mr. E. H. a ·k, by kind p rtni~!=!ion of Lh e owner of thel~nd ~{r. 1 .iclu 1 wd WaLs n · th r u1 ~ f th is w rk l:mgg . l, Lhal. i.L wa:-l the sit -. of a Ranum p Lery klln for naLiv · w~tr . One p ssible kiln, <t gTeat variety of p tter and I'll bbiRh pltF\ hav · so fat' been found. preli.rrrin<1ry exa.minn,tinn of L.h p tt r. · 



NOTES 61 
by Mr. C. Hawkes, of the British Museum, seems to in­dicate that it ranges from the end of the first century until about the middle of the third; the supposition that the pieces were kiln debris was confirmed. E.C.R. 

SHORT EXCURSIONS Th appointmCllt of 1 ·al secretaries has justified 
iL~elf by their arranging isits to various placoo; the attendance on all ~ ·asion::; was large, to the point of mbarrc ssmenL o ea::;ionally. Amongst them 'were the following:-1933. 29th July. Brill was visited, and Mr. Morley Davis explained the geological formations which can be traced in that district. Dr. Ainsworth Mitchell spoke at Brill Church, Boarstall Tower, and Dorton Spa. 9th Sept. Chalfont St. Giles Church was visited, and Mr. Clive Rouse spoke upon the mural paintings and other notable features. After­wards Stonewell's Farm, Beaconsfield Church and the Old Rectory were visited. 21st Sept. Verulamium was visited, and mem­bers had the advantage of Mrs. Mortimer Wheeler's guidance to the Roman city. As excava­tions have now ceased, the opportunity of seeing them was greatly appreciated. 1934. 14th April. Hartwell House was visited, and the 17th and 18th century details of that house were explained by the kindness of Mr. and Mrs. Eyre, the owners. 21st April. Mr. Clive Rouse took a large party to Burnham Abbey; it was the first occasion that the Society had been there since it was restored to religious usage, and the defilement of its former occupation had been removed. Previously Hit­cham Church, with its fine 14th century glass, was visited; and afterwards Dorney Church and Dorney Court, where Col. Palmer kindly welcomed the Society. 


