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EXTENSION OF MUSEUM AND OPENING OF MUNIMENT ROOM Tu tLe la::;t mnnl rr of the Heconl. · (vol. xi i , p. 42:3), tho ~;ch m f r ·a n·ying ont tbesc nmeh-need l addition:; to the Soe.iet .. pr· · mis~~ was ml"nti ned. Altb ngh th ·· full snm rertuir cl was not obtain d suffi ·ient d nations were 1' eeiv d :from m mbers and from b Bn ·ks ow1t 'oun ·il to nabl th w rk to b put in hand, .1 uu ori !lth T1m .. 1H34, th Ma.ster of Lhe I .oils de lat·cd t.he s:t,en::;iorl a.:nd muniment, room op n i.n tbt} presenc of tlw I~ord Li ut naut, the High , heniff. b Chairmn.JJ ol:' the County ,Qllll il , aml ov r 1 00 mem berf.l of tb e , oci ty. The ' lu'lirntatr , M:1jor ONlNGsnY Duu AELl, ill formally iutrndDcing Lmd H::mwol'th Htud that th Dueks rchreulogi ·al , 'ot'iet., was .fonnd d in 1 47, he b tieve l by the crtsunJ m0.eting tog t.her f a ertaiu numb 1' of geotl men .in he V :;try of SL. Ma.ry ::; 
'btm~h A.rle.o..;bw·y ; n nd h i c1 n of f ml i·ing au ar ··hitcctm:nl and a.rclu:eological s r iety was maue on that da.t . I was in ' fu]] g i11 184 . Tb r wa~-; 
11 v ry enrions condition in the memb T\ hip of hat cla.y-ev ·l'.Y m mber h::rcl io he in comJ.nUILion with th Chur h of E.nglaml. Tba:t -vvnH rn,ther strict., and the rul vn.n.i 1 f1 aftel' <1 hit ; lu .it cuablerl them to- ]a,y to mrd n;tand Lh ver IHU'r·ow l i1res 11p011 which the So iety flrR hegaJJ. The So ·i t.. WRR hegnn by ·ertain f t.he ir· wiA F.ccles in ~ti 'sin that part of the world, untl b[l,d flnnrif\b d evPr sine . Then t.he. r ha. l tenrp rR.ry mom . ., f r the raLh r cm·ions l'Oll ~c·Lion of Lhi ngs wl1 i h th y· bad then ~ a.nd Inter on,.::~~ thci1· colJecLion grew an~ th y hn.d the ( ppnrliti!Jrty th y pmThasccl a p11rt of the olu 'rFI.mmJt!' fi lwol which form d h pr·cs nt. mns urn. a.ter, agj,Liu owiug ijo Lbe imm llR<~ e. tensi n and en lal'g ment 0f theit· coll dion of r~l1il its, and owitJg to the per
si~ten e with which Lhey were pr~sed t tal~e C'hargc 
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of tho do ·:mnent.s of t h un . , th ~y bad t • ·Itsidel' arL e ·teJ?-SI · n. The:t ('onsider d it i11 many ways. 'l'h. t~·Je Lo g · Lh rest f ·Jlat bt1ilding, bu t they d1 l n t g <lJld so they had to ma,k their extension doWJJ l clow, wh r tb"" new mnniment room had been constructed, in which they would be able to keep the documents which the Master of the Rolls had entrusted to their keeping, and of which the Society hoped to be the proper and satisfactory trustees. They had overcome great difficulties in excavating within the narrow site of the Museum. They had already there a number of the Manor Rolls of the county, and they had twelve to thirteen thousand old deeds relating to property in the county that really wanted and justified proper custody. They settled that extension at a meeting at Eton College last summer, when the chair was taken by their President. They were not only a Society which simply kept open door for an idle person to come in ; they did a lot of work, and the County Council had recognised it by giving them an annual grant, as well as a very handsome sum towards the extension. Thousands and thousands of school children had been through that Museum and had listened to the kindly talks of their Curator (Mr. Hollis). Teachers and others preparing for examinations had come there and used their library, and-it migh sound very curious-even young policemen had come there to see the classes of birds which it was unlawful for inhabitants of the onuty to lci ll . , 'o the. hacl done very useful w rk in rtain wayH. JL ha,fl hee11 W nd rful, to obsorve the intelligen . whi ·h. )lildr ·n h c1 picl\ rl up and tbe x-eptiona.ll go d examples of ftint insti'Uments brought in to the 1JJBeUJ)] ') ·hilclren wh had see11 .flint instruments there and fonnd other su ~1 Lns truments in their own localities. LoRD HANWORTH expressed the very great pleasure it gave him to take part in the opening of that muni-

.. · 



MUSEUM AND MUNIMENT ROOM 3 
IIICII mom, i11 th building of which Lh 'Y had wcr,. Hne fiO marr serious di.m :nHi.~. Auot,h 1· g r .at plea sw·e to him was to llud hilllB l:f ~Lmoug a. g1· at. numb r of frie.nd~fl' i 'llds wh helped him in the ma.tt r of tl1e coll ctjon and the pre~crvcttion or do·oments. H ongra,Lnla d tb•, o iety n . .ncl t.hc ' lmty oun il npou th succ l::i~ thH, Lhey had made of what waR a ver di:fficn.lL problem . That movement fm· the co11ection n ud pr l:l rvntion of manorial reem·ds a.ud <'otmty docillllent s had met with a wiclo and generOl iR r sp nse in all part~ of 1-:ngla.ud ~nu 'VI_T al s, and tiO ] e wa-R l Ugl1tecl t be pi' s nt th1-1 t afternoou to pen a welJ- quipped nmni.ment. r o m fol" the ounty of Butking11am , which had sv ·h nn i.mpOI'ta 1 · place :11nong oth r connt.ies f I' the Li sto ry 1-taehed ·t.o it , nnd itR many sonR. J:-Iistor: ns they now ku w it n l e~w UTed to trace tb origin a nd d vcJo1)menL of he mo em nts whi 'h from time to Lim came a bend :-Ulcl provicl cl Lh ~ · da.L R whi<'h i11 he ir· ·hildbo c1 Lh · n:-;. d t ,ommit t mem r . Everyon wbo 1·ea<l hi ~ ory wns glacl to hF~ ve at L.i1 ua k f hi~ memory the dCJ!.e~:; of t.hc Ki ngs :utd Qn em; of Englmltl s that. he might CJARign 'Ln tlwir right p •r·iods thr in idcu ~ whid1 l1 1U.l n.11 n.ppenliug inte.rr~st a.nd an insTm:t1ve force fDl' ns to-day. nut one of th e1 gPa.t. valu !'; 0£ hit>t 1' •. W~la"l Lo n fl\wcl gui<la.uce both foe Lbe r . ent <!Del tb fntnre. It e 1n iprcd l.h m to und rstand ;md plncC'd in t.bt•i r bamls 11 iou cb -HtmtP b_. w l1 i ·h to te:-; t; th · p1· po!'l<l ls of t -dn.y . " H i s n habit of this orrutry- a wi:e and 
~alntary bahit whil'b g1wl'd!'; n~ from pl'e ' ipi.ta tP Jeg isla.ti n- t lH1 t n. q_1 1 Rt ion ~hnuld he fairly d i s(·ns~:>ed and wldCr!;t orl, 11c t m r el \r I v ,abi ncts an l ouncils, hu by Ll c nnLiou al.t g i.hei: , bE' for WE' g ive it Lhc final seal of permn nt 1 gi~:> l ati n.' He wa,s qn ~ing .fn rn tbe ' i:-;c wordr; of the w1cle of ·hcil' h l\irma n Llra.t d ~l}' thn t write t· nnd speak r whos worus had 
Slll'Vi Y d t,h OJ:; S f hi f-i OW1l: gen r ati D n.nd had be AJ found to be meant for mankind. They were able, with knowledge of the successes and 
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failures of the past to form a juster estimate of to-day and to-morrow than if they approached them without being equipped with that experience from the past whi h had calJeu jnto being '' that sublime instinct of an ~1 .n ie.nt ople," to quote Di-sraeli once more. He made n a_r: ology, therefore, for endeavouring to stimula.t th i r interest and to quicken their zeal in ,he colie t i n e1nd pres rvation of those records and document.s whi b migl t tell the story of how that ·ubliwe im;tin t wn.s a 'qui.red and applied, and the tory oi 11 wit ver .a me the d iffi.mtlties that pr vailed in times past, which were j rs as grea.t-pr bal J.y greater than any problems t l a l·, t.h . 1ad to :fa ·e to-day. The Master of the Rolls pro ' J. d Lo q_not. fr m documents of Bucks interest, and said that they would find, in their records up and down the country, an enormous amount of interest. There were those relating to the Civil War, a few of which had been brought to his attention. Among the State Papers of the reign of Charles I., preserved in the Public Record Office, was a series of letters from one Nehemiah Wharton, a sergeant in the army of the Earl of Essex, written in the summer and autumn of 1642 and detailing the early movements of that part of the Parliamentary forces which was formed by the volunteers of London. In those letters there were several references to Aylesbury, which was an important position in the outpost line covering London, and several also to John Hampden, including the following:-

~ att.m·day moruinge our companies overtake us a.nd we ma.r hed together unto Alsbury, and after we had marr!·.hcd u 1ong mile, for so they are all in Lbis countrey, wee 'am to Wendever, where wee Tefreshl"'d lll'!o ·lves, lmrrrL the railes [in the hnrch], ~n l ae i ~ . n.l l. 011e of Captaine Francis rus men forg ttinge J1 was charged with a bullet, h t. a. maide through th head and she immediately eli n. . . . Fr m h n we marched very sadlye, 
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two mile> .... "!, wh -re 'u lon •1 Hamden, accompanied with lll::illy gentlem 11 weU horsed, met us and with gr 3 a j ':/ fialut d and wel omed us, and conducted 
IL:'I UJtto A h:;bur·y, where w · have a regiment of foote and :everalJ Lr• OJ e:-; oi iJol'se to joyne with us ..... ln thiR town a plllpiL was brrilt in the market place, wh,·r e w heard two worthy sermons. . .. . . Every day our soildiers by stealth doe visit papists' houses, and constraine from them both meate and money. They gu.v Lbern w lrole greate loaves and cheeses, whi 'h Lhey L1·iwnphwrtl ·any away upon th p inLs of Lbeir sword~ . . . . . Early in th m rning 1 gu.theJ· d a oompleLc n1 o my uwne .wen a.nu man;hed t ~ir AJexauder De11Lou s parke Lat. Hillesden J , who is a maligww t, fellow, and kil! d a fat buck, fastened hiH head upon my halberL and commaunded two of m. p i'l· ~ Lo brjng the body after me to Buckingham. Witl1 p· r t of it feasted my captaine, Captain 1 ark r. ;apt::~.in Beacon and Colonell Hamden's s nn nncl with t.h resL severall leiftenants, enseign. ·R anu serjeants, and had much thankes for my pa.ineH. This morninge oru· l'egim 11 , being drawnc into tlte field to exercise, the. demaudecl fi ve shillings a man, which, tb y say, was pr mi::;e<l them monthly by the Committ e or they would surrender their armes. Whm:eup n_ Jolonell Hamden and other commanders Jabo u1· cl to :tl p a:o;e them but could not ; so t.hat if tl1 y ltn ve not. tl1c forenamed supply, we feare a. v ry g r nt J'aC'Li 11 umong~·l, n ~-1.'' V ry f ' W H"l'illlHI :. e 11 from n pulpit in the middle of a. LQWll hnd h:td sneL <J gr· a.t .rl' t. of late years, and th l:ltruggl for wng~ W<tK noL a.u unknown problem in the. e. da l::l. H then· qnot. ~ 1 l't·om a l t r wri tt n hy Prynne to :-iiI' llarbott1 . Ur imHLc u rega l'<ling Llw national rec rd !=;, then kept in Uw Towerl' of Lo11don . [L rd II:-tnwortlr lid not m nrion , though he 
rloubtlf>!=l~ kJ e\i , thnl Sir Harbottle Grimstone, himself Master of the Rolls for twenty-three years, 
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married a Bucks lc1dy, Mary, dnnghLcr of :::>ir (~eorge Croke, of Chiltoll. J Such documenw provided i1Justn1.tiom; of what might be tm'mod the humnu side of 'hisLory, t'he humnn !-{ide of life, becn.ttse when Lhey wet·c colleett11g do<'uments Lhey wet·e uot merely eoUeding somet lullg Lhey might en ll an nltl dot·ument, Lo puL a.wny in a dr:awcr. Happily, now, people were able Lo rf>ad and collaLe them, and derive Llle movement of which they wete iJL.,tincL, nnd :;how how Lhere had been a development, anci how in Lhe past we hnd overeome rna ny of tlte di:fficulLies, ~im ilar diinculti<'$; to LhoRe th;lt constrni.ncd us at the pr·esent time. DeRcr1bi ng the old eopyhol<l syRtem of land tenure , which was brought to a,n end in the yea t· 1H22 and 

~.ucceRsi \'e Ressiom; by t he new laws of properLy int rod need by the late Lord Bi l'kenhead, aml t.he t'n.pid erlf.ranclJisement o£ !-i ttclt laud, the Master of Lhe Rolls 
ob~erved Lhat Lhc period of yearfi ~llowerl for t..hc C'nl'ra.ur h i ~ement of that land waH now mpidl.v com ing to an e11d. When thnt.. system of LeJmt•e had gone it wnr:; quite clear , hr Raid , Lhnlno-onC' would wnnt lo refer to th~ C011 1't Rolle; or preRcrvc the Court Roll!'>, a.nd so iL wa!-: that hy a lltnughtfu l amendment of tbe l aw, made in the House of ('(lmmous in 1924, provision WfiH made for the Manorial doc11menLH to he placed under lho rlta.rgc :md ~nperint. eudeHcC' of Lhe Mnster of the J?nlls. Tltnt imposed a very considerable taHk upon hint , lntl I hey wrn' n.t on<·e l'ClllHeiom; of Lhr reascm wh.v t.lt1-1t itttpositiou lt~ul lteP n mndr ltpon him. ThC'.V quil<' '<V<'11 lml'W Lltn.t th~: Holls of t.hc L'o111·t.s of the Mnnm·s eontainccl n ru:1ss ol' his tory, Rllll1 11 in itsrlf, hut a.t the RanH.' Litue vnluaulc ft·om Lhc point of view of t he ~oC'i ,t.l eondit inu of the old d:1.yR, or t.he linauciaJ posit,ion of 1 hoRE' (lnyH ::rn<l genenlogic·;tl JtiHtot·y, aml frnm many otbel' poinls of \' iew of' gre:tL importance. They gol Loget.her a CounnittrE'. fJf which his fri~nd, tiJe JVIm;tt•L·l'handler ·was nne, an<1 Lbey ha<l worked :~way c~vel' since : nnd they hnd hren 
RlH'<'flRHftd in h:wing eithr1· }1C'tll::tlly nt LIH' Rt~L·<ll'd 
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Office, ( r at ally t•nLc a 11oLe <tt .lJ Hee01·<L Offi · , of :;oru 20,000 Man l'l-i, am! where, anyway, Lh <1 ument relaLi11g 1. t,lw::; ianorR were. That meant haL b y had_ preHervetl · iLh r in Lhcir own place, Ol' at he R oTd ffi · ~ , M a.uorial u umertts covering a lone- p ri. 1 I' Lime, from the 12th an l 13th · nturi R nuwar<lR. The hatl had a numb r o.f meetings, in all the OUllti s o.f :England _for the purJJose of safegua;rdilll:{ LltoRe documents. Their p li y had always b en:md he W'tH very strong u.b ut it hims If-they did not wa. ttL to djRLurl a ~inglc doeuru nL fr m safe ·ustody. He had to b satitrfied that the place where Lhey w re to b · sL red was Rnfficieut aud ~uitable for the urpose, and that was l1 1w his jurisdi tion •a.me in, and h w h ha.d had Lh gr ·at pleasur of saying tbaL Aylesbmy, th 'om1.ty T wu was the right place for Lhe do •umenLs wbi ·h w re n t. < fely prot t"d jn other pla. ::!. In Lhal way n uatl been abl to stimulrt a. patriotie z.t•al for t.h t ount,y. AL the pres nt time tb syst rn was working v ry well, and in all Lh eounty towm; tl1 y had now hu·g · llecti n and an a. Liv , ar 1 ivi t, or ther person, Laki.ug arc of the do urn nL._ gradually . or·ting them ut alendaring th rn, and mak'ug them '<llnable fur the sLudents of 
hi~tory. ffjHtor. a.Hrr all wa:-~ one of t.1tP moRt int resting 
~ubjed.:,; Lhat )ll ronld r ad abont. H tr·~nsport d. n inLo all w (i ld. IL WilH likc- foreign t.r·:wel, nml Ru it was thaL wlu~n nne r·e;.rcl of' th • arl. u:.t..YH of n '!4 
( 'otl n . Town, l.ll . early dny~ o I' 1ne 't; vilb.g' ne wnH r· acling somrthing whieh was r gr'{'< 1.er· inter0st t.h~ n fieti n. R ongraLn ht I th<'m upon t.h wmk t.lrey luHI done a.lr·cadv. IT wanLc>l Ln heart. n thm with 1''g:nd tn the ~vorl.: whi('h LlrP. • we1'f' doing nt. the pr H nt. l i mr, ;Ill d lw wn rd.t d 1tlt-:o Lo elH'<nrrage th -i 1' zeal , alr· ady manift~!!t ·d, b. r whidl t.be. wmdcl incl'ert~ingly 
colln.t~ tlnl'lltnenLH nnd P~' scrv' bisLot·y f mnrh mn.ni rnld iJJlt'reRI ro1· I ho!-it1 who cn.nrc• fl ftC'l' them , to r· ::Hl 
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and to admire. (Applause). LoRn CoTTESLOE, proposing a vote of thanks to the Master of the Rolls, remarked that he was the very humble custodian of the official records of the County of Buckingham, and he took a V(try great interest in the subject of the preservation of records. His own responsibility for the official county records was, he hoped, fairly well discharged by their preservation in the strong room a.t the County Hall, and there were many of them who knew that at that moment, under the County Council and the Standing Joint Committee, the sorting and calendaring of those papers had been for some time in progress. Then they had that other great class of documents, particularly those belonging to the :Manors, which hitherto had been preserved in private hands. The difficulty about documents in private hands was that often they were in the hauds f pe >p i wbo did not understand them, wbo <' nld not reu,d them who perhaps did not apJ re iat ih extraord ina r interest of those ancient wri ings. Th r · w l'P a great, mn.uy p ple who lived so nti.r· •l. in th pr ::; n hat th y really had n t time t b t.h r ab nt th' pasij and he waB quit sur that h was rr · 't w11 1 h said th at hitherto an en rmous number of interesting old documents in private hands had-he would not say been deliberately destroyedbut had perished, because people did not know what to do with them. He knew very we11-and he thought Mr. Hollis would be able to confirm what he said- that when people knew there was a place for the p_J'OI e1: ear y and c·nsLody ol' snch things t~ey were very cila.d , m m:my cn ~cs > band them over, m order that they might I · ll'e. e['V rl , and that whatever was in-t resting in th u ighL u available. f '< m·sc Lh : Lhiugs were not always appre
~. ~iat"cl . H look d inLo shop windows sometimes, where he saw articles of c mru m us like htrnpshades, which consisted of ol ·1 parchmenL wri ings which had been cut up and n R d in thn, wn. , H,R it wer , for ornament. It was impoB~ ib1e t RR tbn. in c ny 

.. · 
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plutieuhu· .iHHI.an '(' l,ilere had perished a document of iulot·est, but h . thought. !.hat it showed the extremely uni ut lli gcut way ill wh i ·h some o£ the records which fe ll into pl'i a · band,c;; were dealt with. The Hn ks Ar ·hreologi ·al Society had passed through LLll exis nc·, )£ struggle, but it had never lacked the l-; Upporl. o.f a nuutb r of enthusiasts in the ·otmty. erh .ps ue might be allowed to congratu-lat tbOS 3 1· svonHibl . for th J.nauage.ru I l of tb ::)oeiet.,v fo r' Lhe gr ·at work which l.h y had uone; in future time::; -h . wnul I earn th"' g ratiLude o_f posterity. They were x r me1y g r'at ful to Lol'd Hanworth for having come tha,l. d~ty an<l f r ha ing set the seal on the work which had been done. Sm LEONARD WEST seconded. He stated that his experience latterly had b e r1 th::t t mon y had been rather more easy to get fr:om th ounty allthnriti s for work of that character aucl ·'or be pees rvation f records than was so some , e~m:; ago: and he f -] suT that such ease was largely due to the int rest iu that woTk of pr servati n whi h Lord Hanworth had done FlO much to increas Llll' ngh ut th country. Loun HANWORTH, in r· ply e1upha ·.i dhow graLeful Lbey were to the Bu ks ., unty 'ouu •il for what that n.nthority bad don ·. A · n. meeting of the Trustees f th British Mw:~eurn hat mor11ing a man well vers in the wa. ~ of oun y ConJl ils all over the onutry low::t,r·ds thos mal'.t r::; info1·m J him tktt. B11 'ks w:1:-~ one of the County Councils which was good enough to take an interest and to help its Archreological Society fm:wcially. 

Some facts regarding the construction have been contributed by Mr. Martyn, and are worth placing on record:-'1'1 e arnon11t f excnvation involved the wheeling of 5 000 tarrow JoH.d!-1 of earth out through the passage into the street aml cn1'Ling them away. In the course of 1 he IXrnvniion nu oll well, a quantity of human re-
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mains, and an old cesspit were discovered, all within a few yards of each other. The old well proved a help to us,_ as it was not un~er any of the walls, and a quantity of earth was disposed of down its shaft instead of being wheeled through the passage. The skulls and other bones did not appear to represent 
f~C ual bur.ifl ls, but wer probably those of bodies that l tad b en pr viou l:dy disturbed when the foundations of th ld btt il iing we1· dug, and had been reburied in th - yartl. The oll er:;spit proved a. difficulty, as a ] ~Lrge 'ellifor d ·ont:r te beam had to be constructed to carry one of the side walls over it. This, however, did not involve extra exp nse, as the foundations of the old building w r, de p l' than we had expected, and enough " underpinning ' wa saved to pay for the extra concrete and r inforc ment. 2f miles of steel rods of various sizes were used in the reinforcement of the concrete, and the roof over the new Muniment Room would safely carry a load of 20 tons. The Muniment Room is 384 square feet in area and provides space for about 780 feet run of 15 in. steel shelving such as we are now putting in along one side. The surrounding passage provides 280 square feet of useful storage for things that are of minor importance. If some day it becomes necessary to instal '' rolling stacks" in the Muniment Hoom, its shelf space would be increased to 1,000 feet and the shelves now im;ta1led could go into the surrounding· passage. The Muniment Hoom .is of solid reinforced concrete, with a waterproof layer of asphalte underneath. The door is fireproof and waterproof, so that if the passage were by any means to become flooded, water would not reach the Muniment Room till it rose to the height of the keyhole. The extra exhibition space provided on the ground floor is about 550 square feet, and strange to say, gives rather less feet run of wall space than the old building, but the new wnJ] Rpnre iR higJ1er and better lighted than the old. 


