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MAIDEN CASTLE. 

Maiden Castle, the prehistoric fortress and camp lying to the south of Dorchester, has been sold bv private treaty to the Duchy of Cornwall. The Castle· ranks with Stonehenge in point of antiquity, elating back beyond the time of the Romans, and even of tlw immigrant Belgm, who preeeded them in the occupation of this country. Bv the older Celts, who built tlw earthwork, it ~vas naiued tho "Mai ] )un," or "Hill of Strength." It measures 1,000 vards long· from east to west, with an average width of 500 yards. Steep ram­parts ::tnd eli tches, encircle this inc gular oval, anti the only entrances are by winding paths leading to the top of the hill. Here a gr<'at neolithic dewpoml was constructed for supplying the dwellers and their cattle with water. :F'or thousands of vears the Mai Dun lw>: stood, a splendid monument to the eng·ineering skill of our prehistoric ancestors, and now that it is in the 
possc~ss.ion of the Duchy of Cornwall it will be sawtl from neglect and possible destruction. 


