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m r t j topological S o c i e ty 

F OR THE Y E A R 1910. 

THE ANNUAL EXCURSION, 
J U LY 1 9 n r/ 

Tli e excursion this year was unusual ly well attended, probably 
owing to the opportuni ty i t offered of visiting Stowe, the most 
stately seat and park in this county. The appointment was at 
Buckingham rai lway stat ion, at 11.15. A short walk led to the 
old churchyard, the site of the ancient parish church. Mr . J. T. 
Harr ison, who has lately brought out a very useful account of th is 
town (of which a notice wil l bo found in this issue) read a short 
paper, and explained that th is lower portion of a cross by which 
he stood was formerly, not the churchyard, but the market-cross 
which af ter var ious vicissitudes had found a resting place. We 
passed by the twisted brick chimney of the manor house (il lus-
t rated) to the present par ish church. Hero a paper*  was read 
by the Rev. P. P. Goldingham, based upon the History by Browne 

° P r i n t ed i n t he BUCKS HERALD, J u ly 23, 1910. 



84 ItECOllDS OF i iUCKiNtiHAirSIt lKfi ; 

Wil l is , publ ished in 1755. Mr Harr ison's book, referred to, givds a 
view of the ancient church before i t s spire fell , and also views of 
the present building, dat ing from 1777 and which, though with 
some pretence outside to the Gothic style, was before Sir G. Scott 's 
a l terat ions f rank ly Pal Indian inside, or somewhat a f ter the stylo 
of one of Sir d i r . Wren 's galleried churches. A fine pendant brass 
chandel ier was the gi f t of Bi'owne Wil l is . Some objects of interest 
were exhibited at the west end of the church. 

Castle House was next visited, its dining patlot ir wi th open i'oof 
nml Jacobean chimney-piece much admired, and a short papei' read 
by Mr . Hei'bort Bull* . 

f h e h co to the Chapel of St. John, late the Royal Lat in School, 
described and i l lustrated in our last issue of RECORDS. 

Af ter luncheon at the " S w an and Cas t le" Hotel wo drove to 
Maids' Moreton, where t ime was only too short for an adequate 
inspection of the beaut i ful church of St. Edmund, King and 
Mar tyr (said to be the only church so dedicated in th is diocese). 
The " Maids," of the fami ly of Peovre, did not erect, th is church 
(c. 1450) at so much per s i t t ing; there is no evidence of economy 
in the fabr ic, but only of' a desire to bui ld as beaut i ful a church 
as possible regardless of its cost. I t is wi thout aisles, and consists 
of nave, chancel, sacristy (with a beaut i ful groined roof) of which 
one cannot help regrett ing the enlargement, west tower wi th unusual 
and beaut i ful belfry windows, and north porch with ceil ing groined 
in stone. The wall paint ing at back of Sedilia appeared to me to 
represent the Inst iut ion of the Euchar ist. Verbal descript ions of 
archi tecture, if read at all, are always unsat isfy ing wi thout i l lustra-
tions. Let us hope that some day this beaut i ful specimen of 15th 
century archi tecture may figure adequately in the pages of BUCKS 
RECORDS. 

Thence we drove to Stowe Park, the palat ial home of the Temples 
and Grenvil les, which by the courtesy of the Baroness Kinloss was 
thrown open for the inspection of the Society. Passing through the 
hall (by W. Kent) and the imposing ell iptical, domed, saloon (by 
Valdre) the members and their f r iends assembled on the steps of 
the south portico, where tli o Hon. Chandos Morgan-Grenvil le, af ter 
welcoming the Society on behalf of Lady Kinloss, re-read to us 
the interest ing paper which 1m grandfather, the la te Duke, read 
to th is Society on the occasion of the visit in 1884 (RECORDS V, 
349). The visitors were then conducted through all the State 
apar tments and were greatly interested not only in the noble 
dimensions of the l ibrary and state dining-room, but also in the 
choice fitt ings, raro marble chimney-pieces, &c. The dining-room 
has four largo panels of tapestry, the ceiling of the s tate dining 
room is coved above the cornice and decorated in grisaille and with 
chiaroscuro medallions. The ceiling of the drawing-room is decorated 
wit h reliefs, and the s ta tuary marble chimney-piece contains 
ant ique alabaster and porphyry panels. The next room has 
Pompeian decorations and three painted panels in the cei l ing; a 
beaut i ful old pendant crystal chandelier. I n th is room was dis-
played a sumptuous elephant t rapping of crimson velvet wi th much 
gold embroidery, presented to the Duke when Governor of Madras. 

ï P r i n t ed i n t he BUCKS HERALD, J u ly 23, 1910. 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE SOCIETY. 85 
Tli o music-room is charmingly decorated. Tho chimney-piece lias 
gi l t bronze rel iefs upon rosso antico panels. A very fino inlaid 
Flemish cabinet and other choice fu rn i tu re wore much admired. 
The par ty also visited the chapel which is in the older part of tho 
mansion and is perhaps, wi t h i ts cedar panell ing and elaborate 
Grinl ing Gibbons carvings, the most interest ing room of all. 
Proceeding downstairs the collections in tho " A r m o u r y" wero 
inspected and tho visitors proceeded to take a very hurr ied view 
of tho famous " G a r d e n s" and church. The la t ter has been 
f requent ly altered, and is not specially interest ing to tho hurr ied 
visitor. There is a monument to Mar tha, Lady Pcnyston, wif e of 
Sir Thomas Penyston, Bart ., date 1619. 

T ime only permitted a view of the garden buildiugs near the 
church: the well-proportioned monument known as Capt. Gren-
villo' s P i l lar, the ra ther grotesque Temple of Br i t ish Worthies, by 
Kent, and tho beaut i ful circular Temple of Ancient Vi r tue by tho 
same architect. Of the lat ter, tho Templo of Venus, Queen 
Carol ine's Monument and the Pal ladian Bridge views, by Messrs. 
Wal ford, of Buckingham, are hero given. Tho re turn was made 
through tho Corinthian Arch and the great avenue, two miles long, 
to Buckingham. 

An art ic le descriptive of Stowe in tho first half of the 18th 
century, and giving fu r ther part iculars of tho ornamental build-
ings in the grounds, with a plan, is included in th is issue. 

W. N. 

T H E ANNUA L GENERAL MEETING. 
The Annual General Meeting of tho Society was held at tho 

Museum, Aylesbury, on tho 10th November, Mr . Coningsby E. 
Disraeli in the chair. Tho Hon. Secretary submit ted his report. 
Miss Paterson lectured on ancient Egypt on 10th March, and Mr . 
W. H. Marsh, B.Sc., lectured on a Photographic Survey of tho 
County in tho Museum. On tho 3rd November the rooms of the 
Museum were lent to a committee of ladies for a lace exhibi t ion. 
By the l iberal i ty of a few of our members great progress has been 
made, dur ing the year, in providing metal and glass cases for tho 
large room; Mr . Liberty having given £100, Mr . Berry £100, and 
Lady Smyth a fu r ther £40. Mr . Wal ter Hazell has also given a 
show case; and Miss Alic e Rothschi ld special cases for a collection 
of spurs to be lent by Mr . Ju l ian James. 

The Hon. Treasurer presented the audited statement of accounts 
for the year ended 31 Dec.., 1909, showing a total expendi ture of 
£375:4:8. Thoro was a bank overdraft of £74:18:3, and unpaid 
accounts amount ing to about £60. Tho receipts for the year to 
to date, amount to £439:4:6. I n addit ion to subscript ions and tho 
special donations mentioned above the treasurer received: Sums 
under £1, £3 :5; Mr . Lionel do Rothschild, £10:10; Mr . W. Niven, 
£5; Mr . C. W. Atkinson, £2 :2; Messrs. Schwoppe, £2 :2; Mrs. A. E. 
F rank l in, £1 :1; Mr . H. E. Luxmore, £1; but feared there would 
be a debit balance at the end of th is year of about £70. I n con-
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side r ing these accounts i t should he remembered that one of our 
Vice-Presidents has generously paid the curator 's salary for the 
past three years. 

The Edi tor telegraphed regrett ing his absence at Bournemouth, 
report ing that this year's issue of RECORDS was well-advanced, and 
asking for news items for " B u c ks Churches." 

The Reports were accepted, 17 new members were elected. Dr. 
Berry, report ing on behalf of the Earth-works Sub-Committee, 
stated t hat the list of earthworks in the county was not yet 
complete, and asked for plans, photographs and other informat ion. 
Mr . Cocks, chairman of th is committee, said li e had wr i t ten to 
the Secretary to the Royal Commission on Ear thworks, offering to 
co-operate with them, but they had done their pre l iminary work. 

The Chairman suggested tho format ion of an advisory committee, 
which might, with the co-operation of the Bishop of tho Diocese, be 
competent to give advice, wi th in this archdeaconry, on the repair 
or other necessary work on the fabr ics of the churches. Mr . 
Forsyth and Mr . Liberty supported the proposal, and i t was agreed 
that i t should be an instruct ion to the general Committee to con-
sider the mat ter. 
[A fu l l report of this meeting wil l be found in the BUCKS HERALD, 

Nov. 12, 1910.] 



ACQ a I SIT 10 NTS TO MUSEUM. 
[Owing to (he number  of these, (ho List lias had to be compressed 

as much as possible; and only a selection of some of the more 
interesting can be here noted.] 

DECEMBER, 1909. 
LEG IRONS, formerl y in use in Aylesbury County Gaol (Anon.). 
MSS. CONCERNING PARLIAMENTAR Y ELECTIONS , in 1713, 

17(18, etc. (Sir  JI. A. Fletcher). 
MS. PETITIO N TO HOUSE OF COMMONS, etc. (Col. Goodall). 
l''OU R FRAGMENT S from .site of Semi-Underground Hut , 

Walton Road, Aylesbury (RECOUPS, IX. , 282), (Mr . F. De Fraine). 

JANUAR Y TO NOVEMBER , 1910. 
OLD COPPER JUG, with wicker-covered handle, etc. (Mr . A. E, 

Watts). 
FRAGMENT S MEDIiEVAL , &c. POTTERY, Swanbourno (ll©v. 

M. W. Myres). 
TWELV E DEEDS relating to Bucks, dated 1599 to 1714 (Mrs, 

H. Crouch). 
HISTOR Y AND TOPOGRAPHY OF BUCKS, Sheahan, 1802 

(Mr . A. L. Liberty) . 
DOOMSDAY TABLE S FOR. BUCKS, &a. (the Authors, the Hon, 

F. H. Baring and the Rev. F. W. Kagg). 
FOUR KEYS, A PENCIL DRAWING , 1 ENGRAVING S (Mr . 

A. E. Hollowa.v). 
THRE E STRAW-SPLITTERS, Bishopstone (Lady Smyth). 
BOWL AND THREE BOTTLE S OF GLASS, Roman, 1st century 

A.D.J Famagusta, Cyprus, 1883 (Admira l Pigott). 
BRASS STRAW SPLITTE R (Mr . J. T. Roberts). 
MEMOIR S OF TH E VERNEY FAMIL Y (the late Sir  E. Verney, 

Bart.) . 
QUALIT Y BOOK OF PARCHMENT , and THRE E RATE 

BOOKS, of Ellesborough, See. (Mr . T. C. Gurney). 
SWING-FRAME S ON PEDESTAL STAND, containing fac-

similes of early printed books in Britis h Museum (Mr . J. Berry, 
F.R.C.S.). 

SMAL L BRASS ROMAN COINS, two each Victorinu s (A.D. 
205-7), and Claudius Gothicus (A.D. 268-270), from Whaddon Cliaso 
(Mr . C. Lowndes). 

THRE E PARCHMEN T DEEDS (1503, 1709, 1770), FOSSILS (near 
Aylesbury), and SMAL L ROMA N GLASS BOTTLE , Aylesbury 
(Mr . G. Young). 

TW O ROMA N BRONZE COINS (Constantino and Maximianus 
I.) , Stone (Lady Smyth). 
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TWO PARCHMEN T DEEDS (1413, 1520), SUNDRY MI D BUCKS 
ELECTIO N ADDRESSES (1818 to 1839); CERTIFICAT E OF 
TAKIN G OATH OF ALLEGIANCE , Princes Risborough, 1723; 
NOTES (£10, £5, £1) OF YAL E OF AYLESBURY BANK , &c. 
(Mr . W. Foat). 

SMOCK FROCK from Mentmore (Mr . W. Braclbrook, M.R.C.S.). 
SMAL L JUG, from Acropolis of Corint h (Miss Watson). 
TOASTIN G FORK ON LEGS for  standing on open hearth (Mr . 

D. Crouch). 
BRASS STRAW-SPLITTE R (Lady Smyth). 
TEN SHEETS OF OLD MS. (copy of letter  from a quaker  to G. 

Spur, watch maker, of Aylesbury); SHILLING , Charles I. , DO., 
.Tallies I., and COPPERS of Geo. III. , found in garden of Friarage, 
Aylesbury; also SILVE R PENNY, Edw. I. ; FOURPENNY and 
THREEPENNY , Chas. II. ; HALF-CROWN , Willia m and Mary 
(poor  condition); SHILLING , Anne; MEDA L to commemorate 
Battl e of St. Vincent, 1707 (Mrs. Cooper). 

VARIOU S OLD BOOKS, chiefly 18th century (Mr . Joseph 
llolloway) . 

TWO TOKENS, Bucks, Nos. 11 and 13 of Williamson' s Edit , of 
Boyno; SMAL L BRASS ROMA N COIN (? Valens), dug up at 
Aylesbury (Mr . T. Young). 

MS. TH E LEGEND OF TH E SWAN, by the late Mr . 10. J. 
Payne. WATER-COLOU R SKETCH of Roman remains found 
at Bierton, 1855; FOUR PENCIL DRAWING S (Bucks); MS. 
HISTORICA L MEMORAND A OF BIERTON ; VARIOU S OLD 
BOOKS, &c., &c. (Mr . J. L. Lowndes). 

FOURTEEN BUCKS ENGRAVING S (Mr . A. E. Tapliu) . 
PINCHBEC K WATC H (ploughed up at Long Marston) (Mr . C. 

W. Crouch). 
LEISURE-HOU R NOTES ON HISTORICA L BUCKINGHA M 

(the author, Mr . J. T. Harrison) . 
TW O IRON ARROW-IIEADS , surface, Manor  Farm, Prince's 

Risborough (Mr . J. East). 
TWO BUCKS ENGRAVINGS, &c. (Mr . H. P. Bartlett) . 
HARPOON-HEA D used in whaling by donor  (Mr . A. H. Iveenan). 
WORTHIE S OF BUCKS, the late R. Gibbs (Mr . J. T. Harrison) . 
SKI N OF X c s a n as m a y t r i , a'nearly extinct pigeon 'fro m Mauritiu s 

(Miss J. G. Horwood). 
ACCOUNT OF CHURCH OF AL L SAINTS, WIN G (the author, 

Rev. F. H. Tatham), two copies. 
CANDLESTIC K WIT H ATTACHMEN T FOR HEATIN G ALE , 

used by donor's grandfather; ANVI L used in needle manufacture 
at Long Cremlon; TWO BUCKS LEASES (1015, Marsworth ; 1769, 
Dinton) ; SUNDRY PAPERS relating to Bucks, 1795-1804 (Mr . S. 
C. Gurney). 

SET OF SWING FRAME S for  drawings (Lady Smyth). 
LEASES AND OTHER DEEDS (chiefly 17th century, only one 

of Bucks); SHERIFF' S ACCOUNTS, Bucks, 1774-1820; &c. (Mr . 
W. Crouch). 






