
B U C K S C H U R C H E S . 

Stewkley 

W i t h much regret tha t our efforts and those of several other 
Societies to preserve the integrity of this unique church have proved 
unavai l ing 0110 read in a local paper (Aug. G) t h a t a tender for the 
erection of the unnecessary vestry, with i ts consequent destruction 
of the original Norman wall face on the south side of the chancel, 
lias been accepted. The report referred to cont inued: " The restora-
tion of the tower is also very necessary, as the Roman cement is 
constant ly fal l ing off." The tower has unfor tuna te ly suffered a 
good deal in the past a t the hands of those who thought they wore 
beaut i fying it, in the hacking of the stone face to receive the 
cement stucco. I t presents a difficult problem. Let us hope at 
least tha t wo may be spared from 20th century Norman. 

St Peter's, Stantonbury 

Having received instructions from the Vicar, the Rev. A. Newman 
Guest, to examine and report upon the recent interesting discovery 
of wha t had been supposed to be a " N o r m a n " Arcade on tli'o 
no r th side of the nave of this most curious ancient church, I 
found tha t the two fine pointed arches of two orders, of simple 
chamfers , the easternmost arch being slightly higher t han the 
other , though not Norman, were very good and graceful Ear ly 
Engl ish work (circa 1200). The Chevronwork hood-mould over each 
of them was, in my opinion, either removed f rom a still ear l ier 
arcade, or f rom some other portion of the fabr ic , and re-set in i ts 
present position. I should imagine t ha t th is is a t least as old as 
the reign of King Stephen (1135). The double order of the arches 
rests in the centre on a quatrefoil column and capital of a section 
by no means unusual , save t h a t the length of the bell is greater 
t han the average work of the dato quoted. Those arches in thei r 
outer jambs pay on to smaller caps and corbels wi th leaf o rnament 
of the type very usual in Bucks Churches. The base of the quatre-
foil shaped pi l lar has been ruthlessly hacked about, and, judging 
by the height at which the jambs of the arches are stopped above 
the floor-line, it would, so fa r as can be determined at present, 
suggest t ha t a dwarf wall existed under both arches. 

If f u n d i permit ted, the nor th aisle should be rebui l t on old 
lines, cars being, of course, taken to d is turb no old walling t ha t 
could be lef t in s i tu . I have evolved a scheme for this, bu t i t is 
too ear ly to say much about it. Reverence for old work, and repara-
tion, r a the r than " r e s t o r a t i o n , " should, 1 th ink , be constantly kept 
before those who \indertake i t : no new fea tu re should be suffered 
t h a t may compete with those brought to l ight . 

I t is bu t jus t to say of th is recent " f i n d , " or re-discovery, of 
these interest ing remains, t h a t the existence of these two arches 
was known and recorded in RECORDS. I t is difficult to unders tand 
an act of vandal ism tha t hid such work at ull: still worse was the 
method used in the doing of it . 

T h e stone in th i s arcade differs f rom t h a t used in the nor th 
windows of (he chancel, where Totternhoe church stone f rom near 
Duns tab le lias been introduced, the softness of which has enabled 
the carver of th is work of the perpendicular period to p u t much 
charac te r and raciness into the heads forming the dripstone 
terminat ions , and adds one more to the many interest ing fea tures 
of a church which I first visited and loved near ly half-a-century 
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Holy Trinity, Bledlow. 
The works of repair , of which nn excellent account by the vicar 

appeared in our last issue were completed a t midsummer and u 
commemorative service held on Ju ly 2nd. A small debt remains to 
be wiped off. 

Upton Church 

The vestry of this church has been enlarged. In the process 110 
par t of the original Norman s t ruc ture has been touched. 

R . L . R E Y N O L D S . 

West Wycombe 

By direction of the Rev. Upton Wooler and his committee, and 
under the advice of Mr. W. Niven, necessary repairs are being 
carried out 011 the nor th side of the old t imber building known as 
the Church Loft . The la t ter discovered tha t , at the end adjoining 
the archwav, there had been four small cells. I t is hoped t h a t 
measured drawings of th is r a the r remarkable building may bo 
given in our next issue. 


