STOWE AND ITS " GARDENS."
[By W. Nivex, F.8.A.].

Within (he small compnss of this article it is not
proposed to attompt a description of Stowe as it is
to-dny, but mther lo take the reader back to the
Stowe of the first half of the 18th ecentury—of
Alexander Pope, Lord Chestorfleld, James Thomson,
gle,—and with reference more to the fomous gardens
than the mansion,

Of the palatial homes of Englond, Castle Hownwd,
Blenheim, Holkbom, Wentworth House, Dadminton
gurposs Stowe in grandeur and stoteliness, and have
this advantuge over it, that they were mostly planned
aud enrried out by one man and on one definite sehome,
whereas Stowe, as we now see it, has been o growth
and the work of severnl svehitecls and able amateurs.
Hut out of doors Stowe was unsurpnssed, The
Gordens were the wonder and admiration of the 18th
contury, and many books, nnd many editions of them,
were printed describing and illustrating mansion andd
grounds, showing plainly how pgreat and oxtended
wns the interest fnken in this remarkable product
of 18th cenlury clussicism and pmateurizm,

It is, of course, difficult for us now to nssumie the
connoisseurship of that time and find much admira-
tion for some of the vanities Lere displayed. Why
ghould temples to Venus, Bacchus, or even {o Aocient
Virtue be erceted in an FEnglish park? Bacchius,
indead, seoms to have been honoured hers with two
shrnes, for the " Rotunda,'" of the lonie ovder, by
Sir John Vanbrugh, altered by Signor Borea, for-
morly contained a statue to him in addition to the
temple spocially dedieated in hig honour, which seems
also to have heen designed hy Vanbrugh. These and
other classienl temples, whether approprinte or not,
wore well designed oand executed under the best
nrchitects of the day, and their sites admirably
choseni: bul what can bo satd for the * artificial
Piece of Ruins,” The Shepherd's Cove, An Egyptian
Pyramid, St Augustine’s Cave, Ditloe’s Cave, the
(very spurious) Castle, the Gothie Temple (quite ns
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62 RECOIRDE OF BUCKINGHAMSHIRE,

good, however, ns Horace Walpole's work at Straw-
berry Hill), the Witeh House, the Tomple of Modern
Virtue, which, curiously enough, in the 1764 edition
of the descriptive Guide is shown as in a sadly decayed
condition? *" Imitation ruins were much in vogue
in the 18th century, and were set up, often at great
expense, all over the eountry. Worse than their
puerility was the fact that they often included genuine
fragments, the spoil from ancient buildings robbed
to gratify the vanity of someone who would be in
tho fashion, and ‘“have a taste.” The hyillinnt
Hornee Walpole, though he came on the field later,
was himsell a chief offender in this way, and
imfluenced others, his inferiors.

Sir John Voaunbrogh, Willinm Kent, James Gibbs,
Gincomo Leoni, and Borra were all employed here.
The lnst-nnmed seoms o hove bosn ulluwut{ to aller
severnl ercotions by Vonbrogh and Kent, Kent wos
pmployed on the mansion itself, the hall, almost the
ouly part of it which has not been allered op rebuilt,
bemgr due to him, as well as its painted ceiling; and,
outside, he nol only designed several of the bhuildings,
including the Temple of Venus and that of Ancient
Virtue, which seom to have eseaped the attentions
of Dorra, the shrine of British Worthies, which does
not rise above the grotesque, the shell bridge, the
Hermitoge, ele., bul was also employed to ]u%' out
the gardens in the new taste. Plotes 11 awmd ITL
ghow Slowe Touse as Lord Cobham left it; and in
the opinion of the wriler Lord Cobham’s buwilding, as
here shown, was better in design before the altern-
tions and additions of Forl Tomple wora envriod ont;
and this design was presumably by Kent. William
Kent wns born in 1085, and died in 1748. Lord
Burlington met him in Rome, and took him back
with him, and allowed him to reside at Durlington
House till his death; and, thvough the patromnge
of the virtuoso enrl, Kent becams the fashionable
nrehitect of the day. Mr, . Blomfield t speaks of
the Temple of Ancient Virtue hera (Plate VI.) as
probably the best work of his, which is not fair of

*Aodern Virt ciginally o heap of ruins to contrast with
Annimrng:‘:!irh:'?':us‘;:};,hﬂfn};tm]&?.h l{pﬁusﬁjxm ‘Enm]ﬂelﬂg dis-
I (I ¥ e n. Richar . Grenvilla).
A t. S Hmaissinco Ardhitesture in Tugiand, Vol I, 299,
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the author of the Horse Guards, the front of the
Treasury to the Parnde, Molkham, and many other
important buildings. But he truly remnrks: ** Kent
hﬂ.H not the individunlity of Vunbrugh or Hawks-
moor,"”  The same anthor wrote: "I seems almost
inconeeivable that a man like Kent, who conld design
fine and severs avchiteoture, should have lent himself
so nbjectly to the fancies of the fashionable amateur.
The essentinl principle that the garden, within its
anclosure, is one thing, and the landscope outsiide it
anolher, and that no attempt should be made to
confuse the two,” was lost sipght of. ¥ Horace Wal-
pale wiote of Went: **Tlo wns a painter, an avehi-
tect, and the fother of modern pardening.  In the fivst
oharneter he was below medioerily, in the second he
wns a restorer of the seience, in the lnst an eriginal,
and the inventor of an art that rvenlises painting ani
improves nature; " and elsewhere: “ Kent leapt the
fence nnd saw that oll nature wes o garden,” which
My, DBlomfield charnctorises as probably his masler-
picee in clap-trap.

James ﬂi}lhﬂ (1674—1754) designed the ecolumn to
Lord Cobliom (115 feet high, Valdre afterwards ndding
tho lions to the pedestal), and this is an instonen of
his skill, and the originalily le always displayed in
some departure from the recognised n’[nnnicn? conven-
tionalitioa: also tha Balvedors, ste. Tho Tadaliffa
Library ot Oxford is his best known work. e
designed Ditehley, Oxon, and Millon TTouse, Peter-
horough,

Sir John  Vanbragh (1672—17206), orchitect,
dramatist, and government officinl, is said to have
spproached architeoture from the scene-pninter’s point
of view, As exemplified at Blenhesim and Castle
Hownrd, he wos o master in the grouping of great
magses. A man of great originality and grand idens
hie must have been n most expensive architeet to
employ. Grimsthorpe (1724) was his latest important
work. To him are attributed the Boycott Pavilions,
the Rotunda, and the Temple of Bacchus,

Gincomo Leoni designed n handsome gatewny lead-
ing from the entranee front towarls the oranperies.
He was the architeot of Moor Park, Rickmansworth,
and Tmthom House. Tancs,

§ The Formal Garden in England, 1802,
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Al a later period Signor Borra, architeet to the
King of Bardinia, was much employed here, and
altered the work of some of his predecessors, The
design of the groat Corinthinn Arveh is gpivon lo an
amatenr, Thomas Pitt, Lord Comelford. Byshmck
nud Beheemnker executed many stalues here.

In eoncluding this list of avehitecls smployed hero,
reference should be made fo Tauncelot Brown, gar-
dener, who later on actually practised as an architect.
He was employed here for some 13 years, rvising from
the liumblest position to be head-pardoner,  Stowe, in
foet, was the making of f-’ilrmli‘-ﬂifﬁ‘ Brown,"" whn
exploited the new crnze for * landseape "' very much
to his own advantage. At Croome, Worcestorshire,
he iz snid not only 1o hayve turned o lovel waste into
hill, dale, and waler, but to have designed the monsion
ilself—a very ereditable porformanee, On the other
hand we rend ® that he set up for the art-oracle of
his day, so that, being consulted by Josinh Wedg-
wol ag lo the colour of o ground for some of his
reliefs or vases, he pronouneed against any colour
Yunless it was an exact imitation of some notural
slone," which scems some Jjustifiealion for {hose
wha condemn him a8 o quock. Before lenving Stowe
Brown marvied Mory Holland, a young woman of the
villnge.

No other gavdens in England approached Stowe in
the number and costliness of its parden buildings,
the temples, povilions, eolumnps, obelisks, and other
fonicies and vanities of Lord Cobhom, but his friend
and kinsman, Lord Lyttellon, ot Magley, Worcester-
ghire, indulged similor tastes on o more modest seale,
i was nuother potvon of (he poets,  Thomson ealled
Hagley the British Tempé; and he, Pope, and other
men of lettors, were all welcome thers.t Tt had its
Temple of Theseus, ils Oetngon Temple, lonic
Rotunda (a favourite ornoment to FEnglish parks of
which instanees in this county will be reealled), o
Dorie Temple dedieated “ QUINTT & MUSIS a
Hermitage of rools and moss, n Ruined Tower, whiel
was deseribed at the time as * o masterly deception,”
glothed in ivy, its Palladian Bridge—of which thers

_"!.IuﬁmT}:llqlnnzl: 3. P. Noale, 1847,
{0l Wedgwoml, by Hathbone, 1898,
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are severn] similay, and I boalieve that ot Wilton was
the oviginal—and a column to Frederie, Prince of
Whales., Tt at Stowe there seems to have bheen nbout
forty such erections, of which o list follows, taken
chiefly from the 1740 Guide-bool.

The following seem to have been stonding in 1749,
withoutl including all the detached statues, fountnins,
ole. Some few of (hese no longer exist, bul others
have since been added :—

Tamplo of Concord & Viotory.* The Naw Bridgo
Gothie Temple Tho (Meelisk (ln l'mmtn!n:!
Lalies" Temple An Arﬂﬂ.ninl "mm ul' Hn-rkawurl:
T mjnla of mnrluhip dhn Belvede
i Anpient Virtuo o Anmu.['inﬂ 4 Eg\'n

s e VOMAR Conehor's Oholisk

w e Dinechus Column with Statue Lo K. Gea.

rh i Puntnrni Postry 11.

o = t. Worthics Mont, ko Q. Caroline
The Entlmdn T lenp ng Parlonr
EnHliml F{rnmid The Witeh House
Pavilions ot BEntrange to Goedens  Temple of Mad. Virtuo

ili, Entranca to P'ark Hlmlr]'l Flilge
Dillui lf'nva Chiness lln'um {in Inke)
The Hormilage Templa u Contemnplation
nviden Seat Pelilile Alcove
rolla E‘nﬂglm’n g Mon't.

Tho Colid Boath Grecian Temple
The Palladian Dridge (‘uul Grenville’s Man'L,
The Bhell Dridga Imperinl Closel

Eqyuestrinn Bintye -.al! Georgs 1.

O the fivst building in this lisl we read in the
Beoauties of Bngland and Wales+ (Lond., 1801, Val.
1., 286): ““The Temple of Concord and Vielory is a
large, handsome building, of an oblong shape, deco-
rofed with 28 fluled Tome columuns, his is ncknow-
ledged to he ome of the most chaste and elogant
ormnmentnl struetures in the kingdom; and as long
as il conlinues to exist the architeel will need no
other monument to record his taste and judgment,
Tt wns originnlly designod by Kent, who nenrly
followed the shape and measurements af the Maiion
Quarrée at Nismes; but the internal decorations were
completed by Borrs in 1763, when the late Lord

*OfF the n'lmm list of buildings the I'h'nl. | ermmtvrniﬂl nre illui-
irated by plans engraved on ﬂrrr plates in Stowe: A Peseri
af the .'Lh: nf nl‘ Huouge and @a of the Ripht Han, Richaed H
Trmp\h w Edition, with all the Alterations to the present
Timup. Euultl_l.r. I'.Im-lung:lmm; T. MWodglkingon, at the Kew Ion at
Stows, 1766,

+ Wreillen r!lllt[‘l-nl.l}{ l:h.lnhn Britton, and containing as good an
actount of Blowe as is to bo found
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Temple gave it the appellation it now bears, to per-
petuate the remembrance of the peace then ratified
nt Foutninebleau. The front pediment has an alto-
relisve by Scheemaker, representing the four quarters
of the world bringing their varvious products o
Brifannia. On the top of the building nre six stnfues,
The inside contains two gilt vases, a statue, and
sixteen  medallions  commemorating  the pﬁliﬂi}:ﬂl
victories in the war of the year nbove-named. This
Temple overlooks o most besuliful scone, enlled the
Grecian Vallay,"

So for as I know, the set of 156 large engravings b
Rigaud and Daron, published in 1730 (not in 1731}:
as stated by Tipscomh), and agnin in 1789, pive the
best idea of these gardens at thal time. Plates L.,
I1., IT1., and VIL. nre repraductions from the set in
the Brit. Mus.. ond nre, I think, admirable, both as

hotos ® and process-work. The other four plates are
¥ the Buckingham firm of Wallord and Bon, and
show temples, ete,, by Kent, Gibbs, and Vonbrugh
which still remain in good preservation.

The ** Gardens "' of ginwe are veally an inner park
axtonding to wenrly 400 nores. t At the present fime
certninly park describes them better than garden.
But an exomination of these veproduced views will
show, first, that in 1730 their name was guite appro-
printe, and, sccondly, that at this date the work of
ohliterating straight avenues, making formal fountain
basons to look like casual ponds, and removing the
trained yow hedges, with their arches and mches,
which onelosed the Parterve, had net, as Ilnte, pre-
sumnbly, as 1789, the date of the second issue of
these views, heen begun,

Neither mansion nor grounds were formed e nove
hy the flrst Viseount Cobham. The house, according
to Magna Britonnia, 1808 (Val. T., G41), was buill
oviginally by Petor Temple, Fsq., regn. Eliz,, and
was re-built by Sir Richard Temple, who died 1697.
The veador is roferred to the paper (Recorns V., 349)
read by Mis Grace the late Duke of Bueckingham,
® Hy W, Donald Macheth, of the Bt Museum.

A familine instanes of fhe smme np‘:iimliun of the term to a
largo planted aron (which, hnr]pﬂy. hag beon rather more conservn-
Hyvely trealed) will cocur to all in * Kensingbon Qairdesns.”
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President of our Society, on the oconsion of the
oxeursion in 1884, which gives an earlier date for
the first house. He fold us: **The original house
of the Temples, civea 1520, remained till early in
the 18th eenlury. It wus o centre blook with two
dotached wings, in a steaight line,"” and that ports
of this building remain within the present mansion,
Sir Richard Temple, Bart,, M.P. for Buckingham,
Lord Lientenant 1703, a Lient.-Genernl in the Army,
was, on the aceession of Geo, 1. (1714), ereated Naron
Cobham, and in 1718 Viscount and Boron., To him
has been atiributed the first cnrrying out on a large
sepale the new idens in pordening, Whether Le was
the prime mover, W. Hent and others obediently
corrying out his directions, or whether he oecepted
and followed professionnl ndvies, must vemnin un-
cortnin.  Probably the former, for o trained avchi-
tect such as Kent would, one would suppose, have
only reluctantly yielded to the fashionable crngze, and
consented that his purely formal buildings should
have a selting which was independont of and in-
appropriate lo them. The chonge in taste seems fo
hove begun as enely as 1718, whoen Switzer brought
out Tehnographia Rustioa, and invented what he cnlled
“rural and extensive gardening,” by which a garden
of 20 acrea should look te be 200. The old engrav-
ings here reproduced ave evidence that formality and
the older taste prevailed here 20 years after this book
appeared. In the * Deauties of England and Wales,
1801 " (Vol 1) wo vend : * The first professional avtist
employed to Iny ont the grounds wns Bridgeman,
whose plans and deawings of their features at that
porind ave still in possession of the Marquis.” * Tt
may be assumed, % think, in the absence of these
plans, that the lny out shown in the plan and views
here reproduced is Bridgeman’s. A ecomparisen of
this 1730 plan with that which accompanied the
Guide-book of 1TTT shows the alterations made to
the latter dote, The formal Parterre (Plate TIL),
with its enclosing yew hoedges and its fountain bason,

* Mnving enqulred [f fhose are st proserved at Stowe, the Hen.
R, Morgnn Grenvillo hoas very kindly Mﬁmhili the lilrary for these
plans pnd drawings, but, uafortunntely, without success po far.
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had been improved away. The ““canal’ in front of
the Hotunda (Plate VII.) had alsa been filled in, and
the large octogonal pond, near the Great Aveli, had
been enlarged to a " natural ' shapelessness, anl two
other smaller ponds or basins filled in, The quadrant
colonundes hod, with good judgment, been added on
the foundations of the former sereen walls flanking
the north-west antrance, incrensing the dignity of the
cours o’ honpewr on that side; the eanal and planta-
tions between the equestrian statue of George I and
the entrance portico being destroyed. Reference to
the largest seale Ovdnanee map will show the further
~ alterations made sinee 1777 to the present time,

The mansion itsell would seem to have possed
throngh no less than five phases. First, there was
the 16th century house, as described hy the Ilate
Duke of Duckinghom. Then {lal of Bir Nichawl
Temple, who died 1607; followed by the house os
modifiecd by Koot for Viscount Cobham, which is
preswmably that which is represonted in two of the
Rigaud views (Plates TI, and ITL). DBetween this
very pleasing design und the palatial buildings, ns
alfered nud added to by Tord Temple (1760—1780),
which wo now see, amd which seem to hnve heen
designed mainly by the earl himself, there was an
intermedinte house, which is shown in 1}, Seeley's
(Guide of 1766. While free from the erushing lnrge-
ness of Farl Templo's additions, there was o feehlencss
aboul this very extended front which justified him
in his desire to improve upon it. The appronch to
the great south portico wns from the sides, the stepa
being broken into several short flights. The hmpos-
ing olliptical saloon hnd not yet been built; its place
was oecupied by the grent ablong * Stuceo Gallery,”
mensuring ahout 58 feel by 22, from which opened
ot one end the diningaoom nnd at the other the
drnwing-room, both of moderate dimensions, ond
heyond them again the great galleries,

Pinnlly, since [Farl Temple's time, somewhere
between 1780 nnd the end of that eentury, the
Morquis of DBuckingham completed the fittings and
decorations, internally, of his predecessor's costly
additions and alterations.
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It will thus be seen low strong was the love of
building in the Temple-Grenville family. Tl was
then accounted for howour to ** build splendidly,”
and, in this respect, no family surpassed them, Horueo
Walpole expressed, with some truth, the opinion that
were there at Stowe but half the buildings in ihe
grounds there would sitill be too many, for no great
evend and no visil of o great personage was sufferad
to 1|ms=s1 without some memorinl of it in slone or
marhle being evected; but the Walpoles thomselves
—as evidence Iouwghton and Strawberry HHll—did
not eseape the same epidemie,

A year ago the writer expressed the hope—d propos
of the visit to ﬂ]mnieﬁ-—i]lm{: n worthy monograph
might be produced on these saperh and admivably-
proserved monumoents and the distinguighed family
they commomorate., Here ot Stowe is ample material
for another: a remarkable family, literary nssocia-
tions, the works of Lhe best architects and amateurs
of their day, the change of faste in gardening from
the alder style {to which we are now reverling}, the
works of avt, though many are now disperaed,
colleeted thers, the visits of voyalty and statesmen,
ete. The admirable example of the Verney Memoirs
should serve as a slimulus.
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