
ASTON ABBOTTS: P A R I SH REGISTER. 

[ B Y W I L L I A M BRADBROOK.] 

Tli e old parisli register, that is before 1812, is 
contained in six books. 
No. 1 BOOK is inches by T, and contains 28 parch-

ment leaves sewn in a parchment cover. I t 
contains entries from 1559 to 1678, and beginsó 
Aston Abbotts. A pfect and true Register of all 

1598 mariags Christenings £ Burials wclie 
haue been wthin our parishe of Aston 
Abbotts since the xxth of June Anno 
dni 1559 well are extant to be found 
in our ould Churclie boolcs. 

BOOK NO. 2 is about 8£ inches by 6-}, paper leaves in 
stiff covers, looks as if rebound : and beginsó 
" A Register of the Burials in ye Parish of Aston 
Abbotts f rom ye first day of August. Anno Dni. 
1678." Entr ies cease at 1728. 

BOOK N O. 3 is about inches by 7 | , contains 4G 
parchment and 5 paper leaves in calf-covered 
boards. I t is used simultaneously from each 
end, and beg insó"Th e Reggester Book Eor 
the Parish of Aston Abbotts, B u c k s ;" the first 
date 1729. The Baptisms and Burials end in 
1792, and the Weddings in 1752. 

BOOK No. 4 is about 9f inches by 7§, and contains 
nine parchment leaves with a paper leaf at either 
end bound in parchment covered boards; many 
leaves have been cut out from the middle of the 
book. I t contains baptisms and burials from 
1792 to 1812: and beginsó 1" This Regester was 
bought by Mr John Dancer. Mr. John Tayler. 
Church wardden s ." 

BOOK NO. 5 is about 9 | inches by 7 £, contains ruled 
paper leaves bound in parchment-covered boards: 
supplied by " J . Coles of Fleet Street London 
1754." Marriage entries only; 1755 to 1794. 

BOOK No. 6 contains Marriages only, 1794 to 183G. 
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When parish registers were first, ordered in 1538, 
paper books were used, but in 1597 they were dis-
carded, and the contents of all existing" registers 
ordered to be copied into parchment books: there-
fore, all early registers (ante 1600) are copies of the 
first paper books. In some parishes the old paper 
book is still preserved, as well as the parchment copy. 
This is the case at Aston Abbotts. The " ould 
Cliurche booke," as i t is styled in the heading in 
Book No. 1, is without covers and very dilapidated, 
161 inches high by 6 inches wide, and consists, now, 
of IT paper leaves, 5 of them unused. The marriages, 
baptisms, and burials are kept separate. Between 
1573-8 there are 19 baptismal entries missing, which 
appear in the parchment transcript (Book No. 1), 
showing that a leaf has been lost from the paper 
book since i t was copied in 1598. 

The copy on parchment was made by the Vicar, 
Hugh Whi t takers, who occasionally scamped the 
work by leaving out part iculars and thereby shorten-
ing the ent ry: c.q. in the following examples the 
words in brackets appear in the paper book, but not 
in the parchment copy:ó 

1592. Wi lh n Vynclier (of Aston Abbotts, wydower) 
& Margrett Bettam (of Ashen don, wydow) 
maryed the xxvii* 11 day of Marclie. 

1568. Anne Yyncher daughter of W m Yynclier bapt. 
22 August. 

The last entry omitted entirely from the parchment 
copy. 

1559 (Nov) buried the vii Hl of the same monethe a 
pore boye. 
Also omitted from parchment copy. 

1583. Alic e (daughter of Salomon) Powell bap 5 
Sept. (December). Etc. etc. 

Whi t takers died Aprill , 1622. He signs each page 
of the register f rom 1558 to 1620, and the unwary 
reader might imagine that he was Vicar for 64 years 
if in ignorance of the fact that Book No. 1 is a t ran-
script of another register down to 1598. 
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In the parish account book is the entry recording 

the purchase of Book No. 1. 
1598. I t for parclimt to make a Register booke iii s 

Other entries in the account book referr ing to the 
register a re: 

1565. pd for mendyng 2 looks £ making 2 tyes for 
the great clieste 

1569. pd at mychallmasse for the exhibytyng of our 
bil l £ the Inventory of christenyngs to etc 
xii<* 

1575. pd for the exhebytyng of the Inventory of 
chr istynyngs buryalls £ weddyngs and of the 
byll for that qrter at mychellmas xii l1 

1579. Visitation at S. Albans, exhibited inventory 
of x tngs etc 

1002. pd for sending the xtn ings Burialls etc to 
London. 

1606. I tem to the Apparitor for default of sending 
a bil l of Christenings, mariages £ burialls 
to St. Albans vs. 

These i tems show that transcripts were made and 
delivered to a central (Diocesan) registry, and that 
neglect to do so was punished with fine. 

Book No. 1 contains 439 baptismal entries, viz., 
222 male and 217 female: 303 burials, viz., 145 male 
and 158 female: and 99 weddings: all from 1559 to 
1678. 

On page 1, and by itself, i só " Cebrian a bastard 
"bo rne woma child (at the Sheep house in brickfield) 
"o f the bodie of one Alice who confessed in her 
" Travaile that one George Stanklin the sonne of an 
" Inne houlder in Newport Pagnell was the father 
" theirof wcl1 chyld was baptysed the xiii i day of 
" f februar ie 1G19." 

There are very few remarkable or interesting entries 
throughout the whole register; on the other hand 
there is not one undecipherable entry, for the register 
has been kept with care, and, except for a few years, 
the entries comprise that detail which enables the 
individual to be identified, i.e. the names of both 
parents are given in the baptisms, and usually some 
information in addition to the name in the burials. 
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Sample entries are :ó 
1559. was one pore boye buried and liy s name not 

knowen. 28 October. 
15G8. Wil l ia m that was slayne att the wyndmill 

bur. G November. 
1572. Alice yfc was hog'liard bur. 22 December. 
1574. Robert als Travel Pyper bur. last of Marclie. 
1G05. Rebekali daugh. of John & Mary Emity, 

vagrants, bap. 7 Feb. sliee was born in the 
Church Porch Feb. 3. 

1613. Elizabeth daugh. of John Jeffes bur. 6 May. 
wcl1 slioulde liaue been her mariage day. 

16G3. Elizabeth dan. of Leonard & Mary Thornton 
bap. on St. Barnaby's day. 

The last entry is not unique, as the writer has met 
wit h at least two similar entries in other registers, 
and has, moreover, known the circumstance to occur 
in quite recent times ! 

I n 1642 the register shows signs of imperfection. 
1643 has but one entry, and then registrat ion ceased 
nearly entirely in Aston Abbotts for 17 years (until 
1660), there being only five entries during that t ime, 
of which four are in 1654, and one in 1659. The 
Restoration is marked by a return of registral regu-
larity. 

Book No. 2 contains 276 baptismal entries, viz., 
144 male and 132 female: 204 burials, viz., 115 male 
and 89 female; and 60 weddings, all f rom 1678 to 
1728, though from 1680 to 1695 no weddings are 
registered. 

I t was in 1678 that the Act for burial in woollen 
was re-enacted and str ingently enforced. Evidence 
of this is given in this book by the entry on the first 
page of the form of certification, and the note af ter 
each burial that affidavit was or was not made that 
the corpse was wrapped in woollen. In no instance 
does the law seem to have been disregarded in Aston 
Abbotts. 

The duties imposed on register entries in 1698 is 
also noticed in a memorandum, and the signatures of 
the inspectors, with the date of their annual inspec-
tion, appear on nearly overy page showing that the 
duties were levied in th is parish, which was not 
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always tli e case elsewhere. Several entries of adult 
baptism show some activity on the part of the Vicar, 
and they are the only entries in the book possessing 
any extra interest to the student. 

I n this book is entered a record made, at a " vestary 
hield 28 Apri l 1729," of the names of the householders 
and the Church-mounds they were each and severally 
responsible fo r: also the allotment of the seats in 
Church to each house and family by name, with the 
dues of the Parish Clerk. From this i t is seen that 
the sexes were separated, men on south side and 
women on north. I n Stoke Hammond register a 
similar recorded arrangement is found; and the 
document recording the same arrangement made in 
1730 for Fenny Stratford is in the Wil l i s MSS. at 
the Bodleian. This list of families enables an esti-
mate of the population of the parish to be made. 

Book No. 3 contains 242 baptismal entries, viz.. 
121 males and 121 females: 166 burials, viz., 79 
males and 87 females: and 33 weddings, from 1730 
to 1752. The baptisms and burials are from 1729 to 
1792. 

The first instance of double baptismal name is -
in 1754, when "E l izabeth Be t ty ," the daughter of 
Thomas and Ann Myass, was baptized. " M a ry 
A n n" occurs in 1778 and in 1781, and again in 
1791. I n 1783 we find " Barrow J o h n" ; and in 
1787 " Susannah dutchman." This last and two of 
the other examples are all in one family, Harr is by 
name. There are no other entries of any interest. 

I n this book, under date 1763, the list of families 
wit h seats in church, and liabilit y for the " church-
yard fences " (or mounds), is copied from the pre-
ceding book and corrected and brought up to date. 

Book No. 4 contains 189 baptismal entries, viz., 
112 male and 77 female: and 144 burials, viz., 68 
male and 76 female: all f rom 1792 to 1812. " M a ry 
A n n" as a double baptismal name occurs twice. No 
remarkable entries. 

Books 5 and 6 contain respectively 84 marriage and 
banns entries, and 94 from 1755 to 1836. 

The books treated of contain, up to 1812, a grand 
total of 1,146 baptisms, 817 burials, and 324 weddings. 
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Bir ths, or bapt isms, 1,14G, made up of 599 males 
and 547 females, a proport ion of 109-5 boys to 100 
gir ls, a rat io di f fer ing considerably f rom the modern 
proport ion, which is 103 boys to 100 gir ls. Of these 
bir ths, 42 were tw ins; that is, 21 cases of twins, 
made up of 12 cases both girls, 4 both boys, 5 boy 
and g i r l ; or out of the 42 children 29 were girls and 
13 boys, showing a vast over-plus of gir l s in twin 
b i r ths. On the total b i r ths, 1 case in every 53-6 was 
a case of twins, nearly twice as f requent ly as now 
occurs. 

Twenty- three of the children are recorded as i l legit i -
mate (the real number was doubtless larger), viz., 17 
gir l s and 6 boys. 

Dea ths: the total of 817 is made up of 407 males 
and 410 females. The excess of females is not qui te 
so marked as usual, but when the proport ion of male 
and female bi r ths is considered i t wil l be seen that the 
over-plus of men (born) must have died away f rom 
their bir thplace. Pract ical ly in all registers an excess 
of male bir ths and female deaths is found, showing 
that the men must have left their nat ive places and 
never returned. Many of them, doubtless, died in 
the fighting services. A t least 14 of the burials are 
those of women who died in chi ld-bir th, g iv ing a 
morta l i ty of one mother in 80 b i r ths. The true ra te 
was certainly h igher, as i t is unl ikely that the most 
careful s tudy of the register can ident i fy all such 
calamit ies. 

There is no instance of great age ment ioned in the 
register. 

I n f a nt deaths: Of the 42 twin chi ldren, 20 died 
short ly a f ter b i r th, and of the 1,146 in fants born, at 
least 185 died within twelve months. This is equal 
to 161-5 deaths per 1,000. The real rate was much 
h igher, for only those entr ies wore reckoned which 
the wri ter fe lt sure of. The infant i le death-rate for 
the County of London in 1909 was 108 per 1,000; for 
some distr icts in London i t was much lower, whi le 
in other parts it was higher, e.g. in the Borough of 
Bethnal Green the infant i le mortal i ty was 130 per 
1,000. 

Of the 23 i l legi t imate infants, six died within the 
year, according to the register. 






































