
THE DANES' DITCHES AT DANESFIELD 
(MEDMENHAM) . 

[BY ALFEED HENBAGE COCKS, M.A., E.S.A.] 
Nearly half a mile east of Mednienliam Abbey the 

Thames turns N.N.E. for about three furlong's, and 
then bends E.£N. From this last bend, eastwards, 
the Bucks bank forms one of the few veritable cliff s 
occurring along the course of the river, and this was 
utilized as the southern boundary of the earthwork 
which has long been known as The Danes' Ditches, 
and from which traditional ascription the modern 
house and park of Danesfield received its name. 

Whil e not in a position to assert this is incorrect, 
i t should be borne in mind that Danes is a very likely 
corruption of the Celtic Dinas ó  a fortified hil l (or 
possibly of another Celtic word, Dun ó  a hill) . As 
the language in use in this country altered, the mean-
ing of many words became gradually forgotten, and 
in the case of names of places other words having a 
more or less similar pronunciation, and which seemed 
to be what the original name was intended for, were 
substituted. In the case of Deadman-Danes Bottom 
in Hughenden parish, the last word is simply the 
modern equivalent of the preceding one, a Dene being 
an older English word for a bottom or hollow.* 

According to the classification of defensive works 
recommended by the Committee on Ancient Earth-
works and Fortified Enclosures, the Danesfield Camp 
comes under Class A, the definition of which is :ïó 
" Fortresses partly inaccessible by reason of precipices, 
cliff s or water, defended in part only by artificial 
works ;" and in form is " Rectangular," although 
this requires considerable qualifying. 

The clif f face, though not. a perfectly straight line, 
does not exactly coincide with the river edge, but has 
a general direction W. to E. The eastern valla + 

*  See Edmunds, "Names of places,"  sub vocibus; Allcroft , "Earth -
work of England,"  71, foot-note; &c. 

f l follow Mr . Allcrof t in the use of thi s word. He savs (p. 33, 
foot-note):ó "  I f thi s \mclassical form requires apology, tho write r 
lieroby apologises. It s convenience must bo it s excuse." 
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